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PP REE A CE 


| 4 HE Defiga of this Collettion being to entertain the Publick, 
with [uch valuable Travels as have not yet appear'd abroad 
in Englifh, st is thought none can be more acceptable than 
this Hiftorical Account of Ethiopia, for as much as lefs 
has been hitherto writ of tt, than of many others, and 
what we have, for the moft part very uncertain and fabulous, The 
beft Piece extant among.us is in Purchas’s Collettion, and that only an 
Abridgment of Francis Alvarez his Hiftory of this Empire: He was 
rhe firft European that treated of it on his own knowledge, having 
been there fome years with a Portuguefe Embaffador, and to do him 
Fuftice, appears to have been a Man of Fudgment and Integrity, which 
Qualities have gaind him Reputation, and render’d his Book, tho’ {mall, 
‘very Valuable. But as has been faid, Purchas only abridg’d him, 
„and he could not in a few years give a perfet Account of that large 
Monarchy, befides that Purchas is growa fcarce, and too bulky for 
every Reader. Of later years Ludolphus has mrit the Hiftory of 
“Ethiopia, wherein he labours much to how the World his Skill in the 
Ethiopick Language, and relies more than is convenient on the Rela- 
tions of one Gregory an Ethiopian, or fo well qualifyd in many 
Refpeéts, as the Jefuits, who were all Learned and Able Men, whom 
be makes it his bufinefs to contraditt, as much as in him lies, notwith- 
ftanding he is beholding to them for the beft part of his Hiftory. The 
frefheft Account of this Nation we {peak of is Poncet’s Voyage thither 
in the year 1698. fo very concife, that little can be expected from it. 
The work here prefented to the Publick is methodically digefted by a 
Learned Jefuit employ d in it byhis Society, and confequently had the 
‘Advantage of confulting all that had been writ on the Subject by fuch 
of them as had been there, whom he always fairly quotes. The firft 
of them is F. Peter Paiz, of whom a Manufcript Treatife of Ethiopia 
is preferv'd at Rome, reaching from the year 1555. till 1622, when he 
dy'd in that Empire. The next is F. Emanuel d Almeyda, who was 
feveral years Superior there, Travell’d over thofe Countries, and 
monfirous Mountains, and Read all their Books, the better to enable 
himfelf to give a fatisfattory Account, Thirdly, The Patriarch Don 
Alfonfo Mendez, who liv’d there Ten years, and writ the Hiftory of | 
Az Ethiopia: 
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The PREFACE. 


Ethiopia in Latin. Befides thefe, he had the Annual Letters writ- 
ten by the Fathers of the Society, from the year 1556, till 1656. as 
alfo the Commentaries of F. Jerome Lobo, refident there Nine years, 
and examin'd all other Books, whither ancient or modern treating of 
this Subjett, and compar'd them together, This may fuffice, as to the 
Work inGeneral, leaving the Reader to make his own Judgment of 
the performance. 
Tt is to be obferv'd that this upper Ethiopia, lying between the Tro- 

pick of Cancer and the Equinottial, 7s fometimes call’d Oriental, or 
.Eaftern, as lying Eaftward of all the other African Ethiopia, which 
Stretches along the Ethiopick Ocean, that is Angola, Guinea, Cabo 
Verde, Gc. Horever, according to ancient Authors, it is often 
call'd Occidental, or. Weftern, to diftinguifh it from the former 
more Eaftern Ethiopia, beginning on the Eaftern Shore of the Red 
Sea, and containing the Countries of Arabia, Madian, and others as 
far as Paleftine, all of themin Afia, whereas this Ethiopia we {peak 
of is in Africk. So that the upper Ethiopia, er Abiffinia, or Pre- 
iter John’s Country, lies between two Ethiopias, the one in Africk, 

and the other in Alia, and is call'd Eaftern in Regard of that which 

zs to the Weftward of it, and Weftern, on Account of the other that is 

to the Eaftward. 

The Gallas often mention’d in this Hiftory, enter‘d the Kingdom of 

Ethiopia, by the way of Ballii, about the year 4537. and by degrees 

made themfelves Mafters of Ballii, Fategar, Doaró, Ogé, Bizamé, 
Oifate, Angota, Cambate, and feveral other Provinces lying be- 

tween them. ‘There are at prefent above Sixty Hords, or Tribes of 

thofe People, tho’ only Four came in at firft, and were it not for the 

Wars among themfelves, they would have long fince conguerd all this : 
Empire. i 
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CHAP L 


x 
BS Se Ae Mo Ema E 


Of the Name of Prefter John, vulgarly given to the 
Emperor of ETHIOPIA; the occafion of that Mi- 
flake, aud the proper Name of this Empire. l 


HE Portuguefe Nation having extended theirDifcoveries /mprove-- 
and Conquefts along the Coafts of Africk, and proceed- ment of 
ed thence to the, before unknown, remoteft Eaftern Cofmogras 
Shores,Europe was not only enrich’d with the precious phy: 
Spices and other valuable Commodities of thofe Parts; 
but improv’d with the Knowledge. of new Monarchies and Em- 

pires, Spacious Provinces, Wealthy and Large Iflands, Warlike 

Nations, and variety of Countries, to which the ableft Cofmo-. 
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The Travels of the fefuits in Ethiopia. 


graphers were before utter Strangers , fo that we may fay, the 
World is beholding tothe Portuguefes for this increafe of Wealth, 
and addition of Extent. 

Among the other Regions we came acquainted with, by means 
of this wonderful difeovery of India, one was the Upper Ethiopia, 
which lies next to Egypt, vulgarly cald Prefer Fohs’s Country, 
of which tho’ many Authors have writ much, yet was it fo vari- 
oully, and with fuch unintelligible Confufion,that fome difcours’d, 
and others deliver’d Fables of it, that he would dono fmall Ser- 
vice to the Publick, who fhould untye or cut afunder thefe Gor- 
dian Knots, and lead the way out of this dark and intricate Laby- 
rinth, At this Time we have fuchtrue and certain Information of 
the Affairs of that Empire, by fuch means as are mention’d in 
the Preface, and will appear to ‘thofe who read thefe Travels, 
that I could not but think I {hould much oblige all curious Perfons, 
and petform a work moft acceptable to Men of Erudition, in gi- 
ving a full Account, in this Volume, of all we now know con- 
cerning thofe Parts of Ethiopia, not only as to Temporals, but 
alfo in Relation to Religion, the whole Truth, as to both Points 
being now certainly found out 5 fo that I may be bold to fay, 
I can offer this as a Hiftory altogether new, notwithitanding 
fome may think it very old and much handled by others; becaufe 
Truth it felf, which always prevails, will afford it fuch a Grace, 
as is an Ornament to all Novelty. 

I concluded this work would be the more acceptable, in re- 
gard I am fully fatisfy’d that the Accounts of thofe Parts are either- 
corrupted by the Fictions of fabulous Authors, or elfe very im- 
perfeét, for want of fufficient and credible Information, which has 
given occafion to forge the moft Chimerical and ufelels Stories of 
it in the World, and even more pernicious than the fam’d Ro- 
mances, which being full of Witty Inventions, and deliver’d in a 
lofty Stile, ferve to divert the Readers, as Learned and Ingenious 
Fables 5 whereas thefe other Writers, have endeavour’d to im- 
pofe upon the unwary, by reprefenting their vile Forgeries for va- 
luable Truths. a 

To come to the point, before we launch out into the Affairs of 
this Upper Erbicpiz, it will be convenient to fhow its proper 
Name, for as much as Hiftorians have fpoken very varioufly of it, 
and having err’din the very Beginning, no wonder they fhould af- 
terwards utter fo much Impertinence, like thofe of whom the Pro- 
phet fays, They areeftrangd from the Womb, they go aftray as Joon 
as they be born, {peaking lies, Pial. 58. 3. The name given iin Por- 
tugal to that Empire, or its Emperor, was that of Prefter Fobu, 
or Presbyter Fohn, as may be feen at large in Foam de Barros 
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Dec, 3. Lib. 4. Diogo de Couto Dec. 4. Lib. to. Nicolas Godinho, 
Hilt, Ethiop. Lib. 1. and Damiam de Goes, 3 par. Chron. Reg. Eman. 
cap.6, where he calls that Emperor Precious ohn. 

But with their good leave, who gave thefe Names, I muft de- 
clare all thefe were meer Fables concerning this Precious Jobn ; for 
it is now plainly and evidently made out by the Protuguefes who 
have been there fince, and by the Religious of the Society, who 
- traversd over almoft every ftep of this Ethiopia, and view’d it 
from End to End, that they found not there the leaft Footfteps 
of fuch Holy Names and Celebrated Titles; and no Man in this 
Ethiopia makes the leaft queftion of this Truth, being wholly ig- 
norant of any fuch Name there Emperor has, and they are fur- 
pues when we ftile him fo, as not finding any thing in all their 

anguage that bears the leaft Refemblance with this Title of 
Prefter Jobn, or may fo much as allude to it 5 whatfoever the 4- 
byfinian Zagabaxo, mention’d by Damiam de Goes, as alfo in this 
Hiftory, as being fent into Portugal with a fort of Embafly, 
did endeavour to invent, to find out fome means of adapting 
this Name to his Tongue 5 which is no better grounded, than 
what F. Lewis de Urreta, in the Hifltory of Ethiopia Dreamt, 
when he faid, this Emperor was call’d Baldigian, 

It is theref 


nion, that this controverfy about the Name is not Material, for 
as much asit is what they call, an Argument about a Word, 


- however we fee that among Learned Men, he often underftands 


Things beft, who is moft acquainted withthe Names, and we 
fhall next fhow what was the occafion of giving this Name to. the 
King of Ethiopia, . l 


ore moft certain, and beyond all controverfy, that Advantage. 
neither this Emperor, nor the Empire from him, has any claim of clear- 
tothe Title of Prefter fohn; and tho’ Philofophers may be of Opi- ing Names. 


Miftake a- 
bout Pre- 
fter John. 


Ewes 





To this Purpofe it muf be obferv'd, that, as-is plainly prov'd Prefter 


by E Nicholas Godinho, Hif. Ethiop, lib. 1, Pet. Iarric. in Thezaur Jolin ie 
rer, Indic. tom. 2. cap. 4. and Patriarch, Alfonf. Mendez in Hif.’ where. 


Ethiop; lib. t.cap.1, and2, the Name of Prefter Fohm, or Pref: 
byter Fohn, did belong toa Chriftian Emperor, tho’ a Neforiaz, 
and fubjeét in Spirituals to the Patriarch of Babylon, as were thofe 
Chriftians, they call in Izdia, of the: Mountains, or of St. Tho- 
mas, which may be feen in F. Antony de Gouvea, in his Learned. 
Book he compos’d, of the Journey undertaken to vifit thefe Chris 
ftians by that great Prelate Don E, Alexius de Menefes. 

This Emperor liv’d in the Mountains.of Afia, his Sirname be- 
ing Johanan, deriv'd from the Prophet Fonas, which the Europe- 
-ans chang’d into Jobn, and it was common to all the Kings of- 
that Monarchy,, as that of Pharoah was to. the Kings of. Fsyp 5: 
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that of Prolomey afterwardstothe fame; and that of Cefar to the 
RomanEmperors. The Addition of Prefter is an Abbreviation of 
Presbyter, and this Title is faid to have been given him, on ac- 
count of a Crofs that was always carry’d before him, as is a- 
mong us before Archbifhops. 
How mif- _ Now the aforefaid Authors agree, that the giving this Name of 
slacdin that Chriftian Emperor in Afia, tothe King of Ethiopia in Africa, 
Ethiopia., proceeded from the miftake of the Portuguefe Peter de Covillam, 
~fent with Alfonfo de Payva by King Foha II. of Portugal, inthe 
year 1467, by Land, to difcover both Jndia, and that fo much 
talk’d of Chriftian Emperor call’d Prefer Sohn, of whom there 
was fome very dark Knowledge in Portugal, and an earneft Defire 
of better Information. This Portuguefe, in his Return from Jz- 
dia to Gran Cairo, hearing much Talk at Adem and Suaquem, 
through which he pafs’d, of the Abyffine Emperor, who was there 
nearer to him, ag that he wasa Chriftian, carry’d a Crofs in his 
Hand, and that in his Country there were Monaiteries of Religi- 
ous Men; and having heard no News, in all thofe parts of India 
he Travell’d through, of any Chriftian Prince Inhabiting fa, 
he concluded there was no occafion for him to proceed any fur- 
ther in fearch of what he did not know to have any Being there, 
being then fo near what they told him was to be found in Ethiopia, 
Thus he perfwaded himfelf he had met with that his King fent 
him in fearch of, and that without doubt this fame was the very 
Prefer Fohn, fo much fought after, and fo little known in Por- 
tugal. 
Error Upon this Notion, Peter de Covilham went away immediately 
Spread  himfelf to Ethiopia, firft fending an Account from Cairo to King 
through Fobna ll. of what he imagin’d he had found, direéting feveral Let- 
Europe. ters tohim by fundry ways. And as it often happens, that plea- 
fing News is rather believ’d than examin’d 5 fo this found fuch 
a general Acceptance and Approbation, thatthe Abyfine Emperor 
of Ethiopia was immediately declar’d tobe the Prefter Fohn of A- 
fia, firft in Portugal, and afterwards throughout all Europe ; the 
true one being thus bury’d in Oblivion, and the fuppofititious 
_cry‘d up and applauded, 
This Miftake was back’d and confirm’d, by the total Extin@tion 


ao of Fohannan, or Prefter John in Afia, with all his Monarchy 3 fo 
p5 EX- that not fo much as the Name of any Chriftian Emperor reign- 


ing in Afia being now brought into Europe, and the Fame of 
this Chriftian Monarch, {o near to Egypt increafing with the dif- 
covery of India, the Europeans had fome Colour for their ge- 
neral miftake, abfolutely concluding, efpecially the Portugue- 
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fes, trading to the Red Sea, that this King of Ethiopia was the 
fo much fought after and celebrated Prefter Fohn, | 

Marcus Paulus Venetus, in his Itinerary very much ftrengthned Cathay | 

this vulgar Error, writing, That the great King cald Prefer 9! found. 
Fohn wo to refide at Archico, which is the firt Town belonging 
to Ethiopia, within the Red Sea but that this is abfolutely falfe 
we fhali fee hereafter : Now this Ethiopia we {peak of, is as re- 
mote from Cathay, where the true Fohanan feems to have refided, 
as Spain is from Peru, for I am of opinion that this Emperor of 
Afia was that fame Chriftian King that dwelt in Cathay, of whom 
S. Antoninus, Archbifhop of Florence makes mention, and who 
has been fo long, and with fo many Toils, and Hazards, in vain, 
fought after, by the Religious Men of the Society, who have 
in Jadia indefatigably traverfed immens’d Lands, and unknown 
Seas, in fearch of this hidden Monarchy, till at laft they came 
to this conclufion 5 That there remains nothing at prefent in all 
the Eaft, but the bare Names of the Fields, in which this Cele- 
brated Cathay Stood, and its Emperor Prefer ohn reignd. 
And yet this Notion is fo ftrongly rooted infome Mens Opinions, 
that they ftill expect this hidden Cathay will be found out, and 
that more particularly among the Portuguefes, fome of whom are 
{o Credulousas to believe, there is ftill a great Ifland in our Seas, 
not only Undifcovour’d, but Inchanted 5 and fo they to this Day 
expect the difcovery of the hidden King of Cathay, 

Having clear’d thefe Points above, I muft now add, that the Names of 
proper name of the Higher Ethiopia, or next to Egypt, whereof Ethiopia 
we are here to Treat, is Abaffia, and confequently that of its and its 
Inhabitants is Abajfines. They themfelves call it Abex, laying the Aings- > 
Emphafis on the laft Syllable, which, according to our way of 

< Writing, muft be pronounc’d Abeh, or rather Habefh, the Por- 
tugnefes pronouncing the w here, as we do /h; as we fee the 
Latins change the x into f, calling the Country Abafia, and the 

-People Abyfines. Thefe People call a King Nugue, and the Em- 
peror Nuguea Nagafta, which is as much as King of Kings. 

The Nameof Abafia, according to Strabo, was given it on Ac- 
count of its being furrounded with great Deferts and Wil- 
derneffes, which the Egyptians call Abaffes. The Learned Patri- 
arch of Ethiopia, Don Alfonfo Mendes, in Hilt. Ethiop. 1.1. c.1. 
fays, It might perhaps be fo call’d from Abaxa, the Capital 
City of the Kingdom of Adel, adjoyning to Ethiopia, whofe Em- 
perors were once Mafters of it, even as the fame Kingdom of 
“Adel was call'd Zeylonian from the Port of Zeyla. But F, Ma- 
nuel de Almeyda, fays, The Names of Abaffia, and Abifinia, 
have no certain Signification, oe more than thofe of ye 
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other Kingdoms and Empires, better known to us by our Ac- 
quaintance with their People, than by the Origin of their De- 


nominations, This is certainly its proper Name, but it has 
other Appellatives, as thofe of the Higher Ethiopia, the 
Inner Ethiopia, an 


d Ethiopia above Egypt, of which we'fhall 
fpeak hereafter. ; 


CEE ne en a een TR 


CHAP. IL 


Of the Countries Comprehended under this Empire of 
Abiffinia, or the Upper Ethiopia, what Kingdoms 
now belong toit, and which are taken from it; and the 
extent and limits of fome of them. 


T HE firft thing to be taken Notice of, is, That this Name 
of Ethiopia is very Comprehenfive, as including all thofe 
Regions, whofe Inhabitants are Black, who are all call’d Ethio- 
pians. This fame name alfo denotes thofe Countries lying along 
the Red. Sea, on the fide of Arabia, as far as Palatine, which in 
Holy Writ are call'd Ethiopia, and the fame Name is given to all 
the Lands beyond Egypt down the RedSea, not only as far as 
Cape Guardafu, which isin Twelve Degrees Latitude, but to all 
thofe extending to the Cape of Good Hope, and thenturning that 
Cape all along as far as Angola and Cabo Verde, the Inhabitants 
whereof are all call’d Erhtopians, To diftinguifh that which 
lies on the fide of Arabia, it is call’d the Oriental or Eaftern, as 
tying to the Eaftward 5 whereas the other, on the Oppofite fide 


of the Red Sea, lying more to the South and Weft, is therefore 


-call'd Southern and Occidental, or Weftern. 
However, Modern Geographers, as may be feen in Fobnfon’s 
Atlas, reduce Ethiopia into a narrower Compafs, dividing 4- 
which are Egypt, Barbary, Biledulgeridy 

Zahara, or Lybia, or the Defert, the Country of the Blacks, and 
Ethiopia, each of which has its peculiar Limits affign’d it, as 
may be feen in the aforefaid Atlas , where, {peaking of Ethiopia, 
it is divided into Two Parts, the one cald the Upper or In- 
ward, the other the Lower or Outward; which laft, accord- 


ing to the Moderns, comprehends the Southern part of Africk, 
- ftretching 
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et eee a 
ftretching beyond the Tropick of Capricora to 35 Degrees of 
South Latitude, and is call’d the Lower Ethiopia, in regard toits 
Pofition from the Upper, of which I fhall prefently {peak, be- 
ing divided into Five feveral Regions, viz, Congo, Monomotapa, 
Cafraria, Zanguebar, and Asana. 


Wedonot here treat of this Lower Ethiopia, but of the Up- ThisEthi- 
per ; which is fo call’d for Two Reafons. The Firf, becaule opia, wy 
the Nile comes down from it to Water the Plains of Egypt, call'd the 


NFO OO Eee 


7 


andfor the fame Reafon it iscall’d High Ethiopia, and Ethiopia Upper. 


above Egypt. The Second Reafonis, becaufe it is nearer thanthe 
other to the Arétick Pole, which is always above in Regard to 
us, as the Prince of Poets obferves, Lic Vertex femper nobis fu 
blimis. Georg. 1. and this Ethiopia being neareft to the Pole, is 
therefore call'd the Upper, or the Higher. 


In this Upper Ethiopia, under the Torrid Zone, which fome Abiffinia. 


would have made not Habitable, is the Abifinian Empire, 
commonly call’d Prefter Fohn’s Country, of which we are here 
totreat. And in regard that there are moft notorious Errors 
in the Defcription, and laying down of thefe Countries, not on- 
ly in Ptolomey’s Maps, but in thofe of Ortelius, Mercator, and 
the New Atlas, publifh’d in 1653. I thought it convenient to 
infert here a Map of this Ethiopia, drawn by fome of the 
ableft Men of the Society, and particularly by the moft 
Reverend Patriarch of Ethiopia, Don Alfonzo Mendez, and 
by F. Manuel Almeyda, a Perfon of great Learning and Sin- 
cerity, both whom we here principally follow. 
As for the length of this Empire, thefe grave Fathers fay, 
that meafuring it from North to South, in a {trait Line, upon 
the Antient Limits, which were on the North a Country call’d 
Focay, lying above Suaquem, and on the South another call’d 
Bergamo, it extends Nine Degrees, Bergamo being in Eight 
Degrees of North Latitude, and Focay in Seventeen. But at 
prefent, the Country poffeis'd by this Emperor, is ftill fmaller, 
becaufe we muft not reckon from Focay, but only one Degree 
above Mazua, beginning in Sixteen Degrees of North Lati- 
tude, and thence to Bergamo, which as has been faid is in 
Sixteen, and in it. is contain’d the number of Leagues ufually 
allow’d to Eight Degrees, according to the Variety of German, 
Italian, Spanifh, or other Leagues. 


The Breadth of this Empire is to be taken from the Coaft of Breadth- 


the Red Sea, to the Banks of Nile, including the turn the faid 
River makes towards Egypt, after compafling the Kingdom of 
Gojam, and making ita Peninfola, which may be about 140 Por. 

B2 tuguefe 





TesLength, 


ee 
sA edo S ; 


oN 
ae 





ih 
A AAN 


VLE 


È 















































The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 


tuguefe Leagues, and F. Manuel de Almeyda fays, he knows this 
to betrue, as having Travell’dit over fome Times, 
Extent The North fide is not to begin at Suaguem, as Fobn de Barros 
North and would haveit, but a Degree above Mazua, and is tobend alittle 
South, towards the South-Weft, till it ends in the Country of the Agaus, 
in Fourteen Degrees Latitude, and fo it will be 140 Leagues in 
Length. That diligent Author muft give us leave to tell him he 
isin the wrong in faying, That this North fide reaches to the 
Ifland of Aderoe, which he pretends is call’d Noba, whereas 
Nuba, or Nubia, is a Kingdom to the Northward of it, along 
the River Nile. And in the Ninth Chapter, I thall fhow there 
is no other Ifland Meroe, but the Kingdom of Gojam, of which 
1 fhall foon fpeak. 
Miftakes Having fettled the Bounds of this Empire, it plainly appears, 
of Geogra- how much the antient Maps Err, and not only they, but the 
phers. Modern of Mercator, and Fobnfon’s Atlas, in the Charts of _A- 
byfinia, which they ftretch from 22 Degrees North, to 16 or 17 
of South Latitude, where they place the Lake Zayre or Zambre, 
out of which they fay the Nile Hows, Along this fide Mercator, 
places the Kingdom of Gojam, becaufe he had heard that the 
Nile rifes init, fo that they allow this Empire 39 or 40 Degrees 
from North to South, whereas, as I have faid, it extends but 
Eight or Nine, They alfo aflign the Breadth from Eat to Weft, 
from the Red Sea to the River Niger, and the Borders of Congo, 
or ALomcongo, which is above 400 Leagues. Thus thefe Geogra- 
phers beftow all thofe vaft Countries on the Abifinians, becaufe 
they are none of their own, nor they bound to make good their 
Gift. 
Of John The Famous Hiftorian Fob de Barros, in the 3d. Decad. of 
deBarros, his Afia, 1.4. c.1. isnot fo bountiful as the aforefaid Authors, 
for he cuts off no lefs then 27 Degrees of their Allowance, lea- 
ving only 14, from the Kingdom of Adea, which he fays is the 
Southermoit, and places in Six Degrees of North Latitude to Sua- 
quem, Which he places in 19 and 20 Minutes ; but he may cut off 
Four Degrees more, for the Dominions of the Abiffinians ne- 
ver extended to Suaguem, and in our Days they reach but little 
beyond Mazua, whichis in 15 Degrees ; and there muft be One 
or Two Degrees retrench’d on the South, becaufe Adea is not in 
Six, but betwixt Seven and Eight Degrees of Latitude. Tho’ 
Fecha de Barros was a diligent Hiftorian, yet what he delivers as 
to this particular is from the Relations of the Portuguefes, who 
went into Ethiopia with Don Chriftopher de Gama, fome of whom 
return’d to Portugal and gave him that Information; but they 
: had not Travell’d over all Ethiópia, nor refided there many years; 
nor 
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nor do we know that they had any Inftruments to take the Height 
of theSun, and obferve the true Latitudes of thofe Countries, as 
thofe Fathers did. whom I here quote; all which will appear 
more plainly by our Map. 

This Abifine Empire being fo little known in Europe, there Kingdoms, 
could not be any certain Accounts of it, and hence {prung all 707% 
thofe miftakes, not only asto its Limits, but alfo the mifplacing 704 and 
and mifnaming of Kingdoms, and the making feveral Kingdomsf!¢* 
of one, To inftancein that of Tigre, which is butone Kingdom 
in Ethiopia, and the firft beginning on the Eaft, as fhall be foon 
fhown; yet of this One Kingdom the Maps make Three, for 
they call one Tigray near the Line, another they place in 
Ten degrees of North Latitude, calling it Tygre, and betwixt 
thefe another by the name of Tygre Mahon, and befides thefe, 
another farther on, with the Title of Barzagaes, which is all 
but fo many feveral Names, the Kingdom being but One, 
call'd Tygre: Which is much fuch a Miftake, as if a Man, 
defcribing of Spain, fhould there lay down one Kingdom 
cald Portugal, another by the name of Lufitania, and a 
Third by that of Lisbon, Nor is Barnagas, or Baharnaga- 
es, for fo it fhould be Writ, a Kingdom ; but a proper 
Name, fignifying the Governor of the Countries near the- 

Sea, confifting of Three fmall Territories, belonging to the 
fame Kingdom of Tygre; whereof Debaroa, a fmall Town 
Eighteen Leagues from Mazua, is the Capital. 

Fohnfon’s new Atlas, in his Map of Abifinia, after fet- Errors in 
ting down Three Kingdoms of Tigray, Tigre-mahon, and Ti- Johnfon’s 
gre, {ays the Kingdom of Tigray is fubje&t to that of Ti- Japs. 
gre-mahon, Which is ali Chimerical, there being but one 
Kingdom of ‘Tigre in Ethiopia, as has been faid. So £E 
Francis Alvares, of whom Í fhall have occafion to fpeak 
hereafter, in his Hiftory of Ethiopia, calls Tigre, by the 
Name of Tigre-mahon, giving the Kingdom the Name of a 
Town, which is otherwife cald Auzen, He alfo. makes 
Barnagaes a diftin& Kingdom, contrary to what I have 
faid, and will appear by our Map; in which the whole. 
Abiffine Empire, is delineated, with all the Kingdoms with- 
in its Limits, tho’ at prefent, moft of them are not fubject 
to that Emperor; even as in making a Map of Jtaly, all 
the Countries and Dominions comprehended under that Name 
are fet down, though they belong to feveral Princes. The 
Kingdoms which ftill own’d the faid Emperor at the Time 
when the Patriarch Don . Alfonfo Mendez was there, are Kingdoms 
thefe, Tigre, Dambea, Begameder, Gojam, Amahara, hig in Ethio- 

and pia. 
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and Part of Xaoa. The leffer Provinces, below the Dignity 


of Kingdoms, fubje& to him are, Mazaga, Salent, Ogara, A- 
bargale, Holcait, Salgade, Cemen, Salaoa, Oxeca, and Doba. 

The Kingdoms formerly belonging to him, but now taken 
from him, are Angot, Doaro, Ogge, Balli, Adea, Alamale, Ox- 
elo, Ganz, Betezamora, Gurague, Buzana, Sufgamo, Bahargamo, 
Cambat, Boxa, Gumar, Conch, Damot, Doba, Mota, Avra, 
Holeca, Oyfat, Guedem, Ganh, Marrabet, Manz and Bizamo, 
By which it plainly appears, that this Emperor has not at 
prefent half the Kingdoms his Predeceffors were poffels’d of; 
the other better half has been wrefted fromthem by the Gales, 
of whom I fhall hereafter {peak atlarge, and now, fince their 
new revolt from the Catholick Church, they have loft others, 
according to the frefheft News come from thence, as we fhalk 
fee in its place, 

I will now give a Mhort Defcription of the Principal King- 


Kingdom. doms, that ftill belong to the Abiffinian Emperor, beginning 


with that of Tigre,the firftof this Empire in all refpects. This 
Kingdom begins at Afazua, which is a fmall Iland near Ar. 
quico, the firft Port of the Continent of this Ethiopia, of which 
we fhall often make mention, and it ftands in Fifteen Degrees 
of North Latitude, being fabjeét not long fince to this Empe- 
ror, but the Turks deprivd him of this his beft Sea Port, 
From Mazua or Arguico, this Kingdom runs Ten or Twelve 
Leagues along the Coaft of the Red Sea, towards the Mouth 
of it, as far as Dafalo; which was alfoa fort of Port of this 
Kingdom, tho’ not much frequented, becaufe the Sea is there 
very Shoal: But even this Port the Turks of Mazı took from 
them, and all the People betwixt Mazua and Dafalo are Sub- 
jet to them, being moft of them Adahomerans, Thus the 4- 
bifine Empire was wholly depriv’d of Sea Ports, which was 
an unfpeakable lofs. 

South Weft of Mazua, almoft in the midft of this Kingdom 


Fremona of Tigre, ftands a Town call’d Maegoga, but more common- 


Lown. 


ly Fremona, famous, and much fpoken of in the Annual Let- 


ters of the Fathers of theSociety, becaufe there the Patriarch — 


Don Andrew de Oviedo refided and dy’d, and there the Fathers, 
his Companions, continu’d till they chang’d this Life for a bet- 
ter, and afterwards others always remain‘d there, that came into 
Ethiopia, till the Total change I fhall {peak of hereafter. This 
Town is in Fourteen Degrees and a Half of North Latitude, 














by Obfervations frequently taken there with the Aftrolabe. The š 

Length of this Kingdom is about Ninety Leagues, and the ` 

Breadth Fifty, being the largeft and beft in Abifinia, f 
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The Kingdom of Begameder Borders on Tigre to the North Begame- 
Eaf, onthe due Eaft it has the Kingdom of Angot, and thence der King- 
runs along the Kingdom of Amabhara, which is its Southern dom. 
Boundiary, till it comes to the Nile, which is its Limit on the 
Weft. Between thefe Two.Kingdoms of Begameder and Amaha- 
ra, runs the River Baxilo, which is very large, and after paft- 

‘ing the {aid Kingdom, lofes it felf in the Nile. The Length- 
-of it isfrom Larta tothe Nile, being about Sixty Leagues; the 
Breadth from North to South, Twenty, and no more , for as 
much as fome Provinces are at prefent difmember’d from it, 
including the which, it would be as Broad as Long, mi 

I fhall fay fomething of the Two Kingdoms of Gojam and con 
Dambea, in regard they are both belonging to the Celebrated “78?” 
Nile, which rifes in the one, and receives its increafe from the 
other. Gojam lies North Weft, and South Eaft, and is about Fifty 
Leagues in Length, the Breadth from Eaft to Weft being about 
Thirty, reckned. from one Bank of the Nile tothe other; for 
this River rifing, as will be faid hereafter, almoft in the midft . 
of the Kingdom, takes a compa(s, and enclofes it quite round, 
becoming as it were a Ditch or Intrenchment to fecure it every 
way in Return for having given it Birth. ; 

North of Gojam lies the Kingdom of Dambea, well known for Dambea 

„the great Lake init, which the Abifinians call the Sea of Dam- X7gdo™ 
bea, andthe Nile runs into it, as fhall be {con defcrib’d. This 
Kingdom is only Twenty Four Leagues in Length, and Ten or 
Twelve in Breadth; but if we. add to it this Lake, which lies 
along the South and South Eaft fide, it will be near as many 
Leagues more, 

The Length of the Kingdom of Amahara from Eaft to Weft, Amahara » 
is about 40 Leagues. Nareaisthe laft Kingdom, now fubjeft to Kingdon» » 

the Emperor, we fhall {peak of it hereafter, and the Map will 
fhow the reftof them, 
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C HAs? 


Of the River Nile, whofe Source is in this Ethiopia, 
of the Great Lake of Dambea, and how the faid 
River runs through it, and continues its Courfe to- 
wards Egypt. 


Search T H E moft remarkable thing difcover'd in this Ethiopia, 

after the was the Head, or Spring of the Nile, formerly fo eager- 

Source of ly fought after by all Antiquity, for the finding whereof, the 

Nile. Greateft Men us’d their utmoft endeavours. It is faid- of A- 
lexander the Great, that the firft Queftion he ask’d, when he 
came to Fubiter Ammon, was, Where the Nile had its Rife ? 
And we know he fent difcoveries throughout Ethiopia, with- 
out being able to find out this Source, The fame is recorded of 
Philadelphus and Sefoftris. Hiftorians alfo tell us of Cambifes, 
that he travers'd much Land, with a Mighty Army, as if this 
Difcovery were to be made by Force of Arms, and yet all prov’d 
in vain; forat laft he retura’d with the lofs of abundance of Men 
and without finding the Spring, as Lucan obferves, 1. 10. 


Et paftuscade fuorum, innotote Nile redit. 


Julius Cafar was fo defirous of knowing this Spring, that difcour- 

fing in Egypt with that Grave Old Man Achorews, and enquiring, 

Where the Nile had its Origin? He went fo far as to tell him, 

It was the thing he moft coveted to know in the World > nihil eft 

quod nofcere malim, Quam Fluvii caufas, per fecula tanta latentis : 

Adding, That he would quit his Country Rome, for the fatisfa@ti- 

on of difeovering that Source, Spes fimihi certa videndi Niliacos 

Fontes, Bellum civilerelinguam. This Spring lying {till conceal’d 

after fo much fearch, Men at laft concluded, that Nature had 

decreed this Secret fhould not be reveal'd, as Claudian obferves 

Secreto de Fonte cadit, nec contigit ulli, boc vidiffe Caput; fertur he 

Tefte creatus. Pliny Nat. Hilt. lib. 5. cap. 9. fays, This Spring 

_ was not known in his Days; yet adds, that by means of Fuba, 

Miflakes King of Mauritania, it was faid to come from a Lake call’d 

about the Nilis. Some have made it to proceed from the River Niger, but 

River Ni- there is no fach River in this . Ethiopia, notwithftanding all 
get. the Fables F. Urreta Writes of it. z 


And 
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And tho’ Mercator and others in their Maps make this Wiger 
the Weltern Boundary of Ethiopia, yet they place it higher up in 
Africk, above 400 Leagues Welt from the Red Sea, and confequent- 
ly very remote from our Ethiopia, which, as has been faid, icarce 
reaches 150 Leagues Welt from the Red Sea, and this will appear 
by our Map: So that the faid River Niger mult lye 250 Leagues 
wide of Abyfinia. The new Atlas, in both the Maps of Africk 
and Erhiopea, places a Lake he calls the Black Lake, near the 
Kingdom he names Tigray, in betwixt 3 and 4. Degrees of North 
Latitude, whence he fays, proceeds a River call’'d Niger ; but ag 
I have before declared, there is no fuch Kingdom as Tigray in E- 
thiopia, and that of Tigre is not in the Latitude he mentions, nor 
has it any {uch Lake; fo that it is plain there is no River Niger 
among the Ethiopians. 


Several Sacred Writers were of Opinion, that the Wile was the 


About the 


River in Paradife, call’d Gihon by Mofes, and that it ran thence Nile. 


under the Earth and the Sea itfelf, ull it gufh’d out in eÆgypt : 
Thus we fee how great Strangers the Ancients were to the Source 
of the Wile ; and the Reafon they could never find it, was its lying 
fo far up in Africk, and the way to it all barrd with thofe mon- 
ftrous high and impaffable Mountains of Abyffinia, from which the 
River cafts itfelf down mof dreadful Precipices ; befides that, the 
Nations lying in the way are the fiercet and molt barbarous in 
the World. Now the Difcoverers fent upon this Errand, meeting 
with thofe impregnable Mountains and vatt Defarts, we fhall {peak 
of hereafter, chole rather to return, and give out, that the Spring 
was Enchanted and never to be found out, than to hazard their 
Lives with fo little probability of Succefs. 

It is now time to come to fpeak of what is certainly known 
at this Time, after being fo long conceal’d, which we have from 
the Annual Letters and other Accounts, of feveral Fathers of the 
Society, who were Eye-Witnefles of what they Write, and more 
particularly among them the Patriarch of Ethiopia, Don Alfonfo 
Mendez, F. Emanuel de Almeyda, and F. Fereme Lobo, who all 
curioufly view’d thofe Springs, and writ the Truth of what they 
faw, and efpecially the laft, who is moft particular in thefe Af- 
fairs, in the Commentaries of his long Peregrination, which he 
commnnicated to me at his Return to Portugal, in the Year 


1673. > : shia ; 
Here in Abyfinia, atmof in the midft of the Kingdom of Gojam, 


{poken of in the latt Chapter, and in 12 Degrees Latitude, in- 
clining to the Weltward, is a Country they call Sacahala, inba- 
bited by a Nation they name 4gaus, molt of them Heathens, and 
fome, who at prefent only retain the Name of Chriftians. This 

C Country 
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Country is Mountainous, as are molt Parts of Erhiopia, tho there 
are others higher about it. Among thefe Mountains, is a {pot of 
Plain, not very Level, about a Mile in Extent, and in the midit 
of ita little Lake, about a Stones throw over. This Lake is full 
of a fort of little Trees, whofe Roots are fo interwoven, that. 
walking on them in the Summer, Men come tc two Springs, al- 
mof a Stones throw afunder, where the Water is clear and very 
deep, and from thefe two the Water gufhes two feveral ways in- 
tothe Lake, from which it runs under Ground, yet fo as its Courfe 
may be difcern’d by the Green Grafs, gliding firit to the Ealtward 
for about a Musket-fhot, and then turns towards the North. 

About half a League from the Source, little over or under, the 
Water begins to appear upon the Land, in fuch quantity as makes 
a confiderable Stream, and then prefently is joined by others ; 
and after having run with all-its Windings about 15 Leagues, it 
receives another confiderable River, bigger than the Vile itfelf, 
and call’d Gema, which there lofes its Name. A little farther, 
when its Courfe begins to be to the Eaftward, it receives two: 
other Rivers, call'd Kelty and Branty, and clofe by 1s the firft Fall 
or Cataract, of which we fhall fpeak anon. Thence the River 
runs almoft Ealt, and flows into the great Lake, which in that 
Country they call’d the Sea of Dambea for its greatnefs, as being 
in that Kingdom, of which we fhall treat in the next Chapter. 
Itis diftant from the Source of the Wie about 20 Leagues in a 
{trait Line. ' cad 

The Nile ctofies this Lake over a Point of it, which f{tretches to- 
the Wellward, and flows out of it again in Summer, with much 
the fame quantity of Water it goes in: Nor does it only feem to 
be the fame in quantity alone, but even in quality ; for when the 
Lake is very finooth, the Current of the Wile is perfectly difcern’d 
croffing it, and carrying fome fmall Sticks and Straws, which 
ufually drive with the Stream; the Water of the Lake ftanding 
fill, asif that haughty River difdain’d to mix its Waters with 
any others, and only took its Paflage over the Lake, which is there 
between 6 and 7 Leagues acrofs. 

We have now difcover’d the Source of the Mile, which before 
was thought to be enchanted, and was only concentered in, the 
midlt of a Kingdom, which is a part of the Upper Erhiopia, This 
River, as has been faid before, enclofes almoft all the King- 
dom of Gojam, and, the compafS-it takes is not amts reptefented 
by a Snake not quite turn’d round ; but with thofe Windings 


here fet down in the Map, reprefented for the better underftand» 


ing of it. The Extent of it from the Turning at the Entrance 
iato it, to the South Ealt Point, next the Kingdom of asa, Hy 
À 2 
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‘be about 50 Leagues, and the Breadth from betwixt the two oppo- 
fite Parts, of the River which encompafs it, about 30; but when 
the River turns again, it comes within 10 or 12 Leagues of its 
Source, as plainly appears in the Map annex‘d. 

The Aby/finians call the Lake above memtion’d Bar Dombea, fig- 


mme 


Dambea 


nifying the Sea of the Kingdom of Dambea, which is in 13 De- Lake. 


prees and a half of North Latitude, and on the South Side the faid 
ake is about 20. Leagues in length; on the North Side 35 ; but if 
were we to reckon the Windings of all the Bays it makes into the 
Land, it would be much more. The Compaffings on the South 
Side are not fo many, but will make 30 Leagues. The Breadth 
meafur'd over the middle and deepeft Part, will reach to 10 or 
32 Leagues. The Water of it is very clear, light and wholefome, 


and has init abundance of Fifh of feveral-forts; as alfo great nume . 


bers of SeaHorfes, which come out to Graize on the Land, in the 
-plainelt Parts, where they deftroy much Provifion. There are 
fome Men who live by killing them; they Eat their Flefh, and of 
their Skins make Alengas, fo they call a fort of Lathes they ufe for 
their Horfes ; for in Exhiopia they have no Spurs, the want where- 
of is fupply’d by thefe Alengas, which gird and cut. There are 
no Crocodiles or Alligators, generally {peaking, in this Like, as 
there are in other Parts of the Nile, fo that the Cattel Graize fe- 
¢urely on its Banks, and all the People dwelling about them, 
‘enjoy. the Sweetnef of its Waters, without thofe Frights others 
‘are {ubject to along the Wile, after it enters egypt. However, 
it is molt certain there are no Tritons nor Sirens in this Lake, as 
Fobnfon was inform’d, and he tells us in his Map of Ethiopia, in 
his Arlas, publifh’'d dz. 1653. 


~~ Prolemy call'd this Lake Coloe ; Fohn de Barros gives it the Name Wrong Names 
of Barcena, it is likely, from an Mland which is near the Place, given it. 


where the River flows out. Mercator and Fohafon in their Ta- 
Dies of Alyfinia, call this Lake by: two Names, the South Part 
“Zambre, and the North Part Zaire ; but its true Name, as has 
been faid, is Bar Dambea. There are many Iflands in it, faid in 
- allto be 21, fome of thera large, as is that they call Dek, in which 
there are plow’d-Lands, which employ 40 Yoke of Oxen. In7 
or 8 of thefe Ifands there are Monatteries of Religious Men, which 
_were formerly very great ; being hot they produce good Oranges 
and Limons, and all forts of Fruit that has Thorney Trees. 
‘The Abyfinians Navigate this great Lake in a fort of Veflels they 
call Tancoas, which are like Almadies, or little Boats, not made of 


Iflands in ite 


Boats made 


Wood, but of a fort of Ruthes they call Tahaa, whereof there is of Rufes. 


great Plenty in this Lake, each of which is°as\ thick as; a’ Mans 
Atm, and a Fathom in Jength ; and they are fatisfy d with thefe 
vs C2 Veflels 
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Errors of 
Mercator 
and Johnfon. 


Gathering 
of Waterse 


Veflels, which are as handfome as thofe who make them. This 
Tabua grows alio in the other Lakes, and all along the Xile, 
where it is {maller and longer than that of this Lake, and Pliny 
defcribes his Ruh Nat. Hifk. lib. 13. cap. 11. and it is the fame 
they call Papyrus, of which was made the Paper the Antients us‘d 
to write on, whence to this Day that we now have is call’d Pa- 
per. The Antient e£gyptians made Boats of the fame to Sail or 
their Nile. 

Many were of Opinion, that the 2Vile had its Source in this 
Lake, which, as has been faid, only affords it a Paflage; yet, tho’ 
feveral others fall into it, none has any other Paffage out of this 
Lake but that of the Nile; which fhows, that Mercator and Fohne 
fon were both mifinform’d, when they fay, that from this Lake: 
flows the River Zaire, which after watering. the Kingdom of 
Congo ffllsinto the Weltern Ocean, and two other Rivers, which 
they pretend, meet in another Lake on the Borders of ‚Angola, 
whence Mercator fays, the River Coanza flows. However, molt 
certain it is, that only the Ai/e runs out of this Lake, and the 
Coanza has a far different Source. 

Neverthelefs, many feveral Rivers fall into this Lake of Dam- 
beg, and all the great Mountains of that Kingdom difcharge all 
their Waters into it, as do the other Hills and Plains about it ; 
which vaft Bulk of Water much Swells the Lake, and therefore 


‘in Winter the Nile is very confiderably increafed by it, becaufe 


Rivers fal- 
fing into the 
Nile. 


Bs winding 
Courfe into 
Egypt 


all thofe Waters have no other Mouth to run out at, but only 
that the Nile has made; fo that all the prodigious quantity of 
Waters gather'd by the Lake in Winter, ferves to aggrandize the 
Name of the River. 

Befides this, the Wile, after coming out of this Lake, and bee. 
fore it leaves Ethiopia, receives many very confiderable Rivers 
as the Gamard, Abed, Bayxo, Anquer, and others, that may be 
feen in the Map; and Iaftly, the Tacazé is loft in it farther toe 
wards egypt. Thus we fee the Learned AZayolus was mifintorm- 
ed, when he fays, the Wile has this peculiar Privilege, That it 
Swells with only its own Waters, and foarce admits the Society of any 
ether River ; whereas the Sea receives very many. Adayel. Dich. Cani- 
eul. Collog. t1. verbo Eluvius. ae 

_As foon as the Wile is out of this Lake, its Stream runs almoft 
directly South Eaft, and fo pafles by the Kingdoms of Begamedér, 
Amabara and Oleca, leaving them on the Haft ; then turning to- 
wards the South, it leaves the Kingdoms of Xaoa on the South 
Eaft; and again winding to the Welt, North Weft and North, 
leaves Ganz, Gafates and Bigamo on the South Welt and Welt, 
and pierces into the Countries of the Gongas and Cafres, and fur- 

ther 
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ther on, pafling by thofe of Fafcalé, enters thofe of the Bullous, 
or Funchos, being, according. to F. Emanucl de Almeyda's well 
‘grounded Opinion, the fame as Wabia; and thence it glides on 
towards e4gypt, which lying North from the Source of Wile, 
Clandian had good Reafon to fay, the Wile came from the South, 
Epig. de Nilo. This River draws all that infinite quantity of 
Water after it, as has been faid, which, tho’ very Clear and Chry- 
{talline at its firt: coming out of the Lake, yet afterwards runs 
through.Flats of Black Earth, where it is. muddy’d, and having 
lott its Native Purity, well deferves the Epithets the Prophet 

eremy gives it. of thick and troubled. To this alfo the Poets al- 
ude, who call it flimy and blackifh. For this Reafon, fays Pic- 
rias, the Nile was call'd Melon, that is, Black, from the black- 
nefs of its Waters. Irtis this muddinefs that caufes the Wile to 
fertilize egypt fo wonderfully, that being fatisfy’d with the Blef- 





thiopia. 


fings it receives this way, it neither wants the Commodities of ° 


the Land, nor the Rains from Heaven. 
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of the Cataradts, and the over-flowing of the Nile, and 


the Opinions of the Antients concerning them ; as alfo 
< of the other ‘Rivers of Ethiopia, and particularly 
_ the Tacazé, Zebet, Haoax and Mareb. 


- 


fome dreadful Falls, which the Antients call'd Cataracts, 

firt of thefe is near a Town of the 4gaus, call’d Depeghan, 9_or 
10 Leapues before it enters the Lake ot Denbea? The tecond is § 
or 6 Leagues after its coming out of the faid Lake, near a Terri- 
tory of the Kingdom of Begameder, call’d lata, At the firit Ca- 
taract the River falls plum down a very craggy fteep Rock, along 
“which the Water fcatters very much, and a great deal of ir dif- 
perfes intoa thick Mift, or mizling Rain, which being carry'd 
‘away with any Wind, is feen at a great diftance like a large beatie 
tiful Cloud that is diffolving into continual Rain, = 


The 
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- HE Nile b readatt of the prodigious Height of the Rocks a 
T amon which’ it has its Courfe, even within Ethiopia, bas palnaf Nile 
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na o ES A 
. Noife of — The Noife of the rebounding Water and the Whirlpool it 
the Fall. makes, falling into a deep Cavity furrounded with Rocks, is fo 


violent, that it .refembles a continual and dreadful Clap of 
Thunder, which for a great compafs round about deafens the Ears 
and torments the Head. For this reafon I do not quettion, but 
that nearer to egypt there are thofe Cataracts, fo famous among 
the Antients, which, tho’ little greater than thefe, fays F. Ema- 
nael de Almeyda, will caufe the Country for a League about to be 
uninhabited, or at lealt the Inhabitants will in a fhort time be- 
come Deaf ; becaufe that violent Noife muk of neceflity offend the 
Drum of the Ear. The Fall of the firft Cataract 1s about 50 
Spans, that is, 12 Yards anda half high; that of the fecond is 
twice or thrice as much, and accordingly the Noife of the Water 
1s double. - ; 
E I will now fay fomething in relation to the other Secret of this 
l r: renowned River, which was as much talk’d of as unintelligible, 
on of Nile. being the Cauie of its Swelling in the Months of Auguft and Sep- 
~ tember, fo as to overflow and fertilize the fpacious Plains of 
egypt; for it being then Summer there, and the Antients not 
knowing where the Wile had its Source; they could not conceive 
whence that Inundation fhould proceed, which was equal to a 
Sea. 
Extravagant F. Urreta fays, the mighty Storms which prevail at that Time 





Notion of about the Cape of Good Hope, are by Subterraneous Paflages commu- 
F. Urreta. nicated to the Lake whence this River proceeds, and expelling the 
Water with their Violence, canfe it to drown the large Plains of i 
egypt. This is as extravagant a Notion as many more of that E 
Author who could find no difficulty in conveying the Storms of z 
the Cape of Good Hope about 900 Leagues under Ground ; for fo J 
far that Cape is from the Source of the River, to dilturb the Lake hi 
of Dambea, which is fo ftill and peaceable, that F, Emanuel de l; 
Almeyda, who liv’d feveral Years on a Peninfula it makes, af- ji 
firms, that after obferving all its Qualities with the greateft ex- fs 
-aétnefs, he could never find the leaft Ground for laying fuch an 
‘Imputation to its Charge. eters 
Some Authors beliew’d, that the Swelling Surges of the Sea be- 
Other wild ing drove through the Pores of the Earth, caus’d this Lake to 
Panties, Swell to fuch a degree, as to vomit out fo vaft an Inundation of 
‘Waters, Others fancy’d, that thefe Floods proceeded from the 
| Snows melting on the Mountains of Ethiopia : However, tho’ the 
HH Snows may in fome meafure help, they are not the Prime Caufe 
| of that.Inundation. Iwill not trouble the Reader with many. 
other Notions of Authors on this Account, who knowing nothing 
of it, invented whatfoever their Imaginations could dictate ; for 
the 
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the reafon of the {welling of the Nile, in Faly, Aszaf and Sep- | 

tember, is a8 well Knownin this Erhiopia, asin Portugal the caule | 
of the rifing of the Tagas, Mondego, or other Rivers in December 
and Fansary; which is becaufe it 1s then Winter with us, and fo 


ea J 
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in Abyffinia, the depth of Winter is in Faly, Auguf and Sepe The true Rede 
tember, and it isa plain cafe, that a Kiver mult needs fwell, fons 


= 


its many windings before it comes to Zgybr, for above 300 Lea- 
gues, {wallows up all the Rivers and Brooks it mecis in the 
Wyre SE he 


which before it leaves Ethiopia, for the {pace of above 150 Leagues, | y 
receives hito ir almolt all the Rivers and Brooks of thofe Paris, ie 
all which at that time are full fraught » befide the valt quantity | ei 
bye 

i ; | eG 

mon Receptacle of all the Waters falling from all the Mountains | 26 
round about it. And the fame Wile atter leaving Exhiopiay in | o 
12s 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
of Water added toit by the mighty Lake of Dambea, the com- | 


The Nile -carries all this immenfe quantity of Waters during 
thofe Months, and coming intothe {pacious Plains of Egypt, when 
it is Summer there, {preads over, and fillsthem with iuch abun- 
dance of Water, Slime and Mud, it brings along with it, that 
thofe, who ate not acquainted with the Caufe, can only adinire 
the Effect, = Thus, by what is here faid, thefe two fo long hidden Secrets of 
Secrets of the fource of the Wile, and the caufe of its Inundation, Nile’s Sources 
are made manifeft to the World; and it plainly appears what an 44 over- 
infinite multitude of Waters run out of the Lake from fo many fore dip 
Rivers along with the Wiles as alfo with what fary that pro- covered. 
digious weight of Water muft néedscaft it felf Cown the Moun- 
tains of Evbiovia, and rufh on towards Egypr, till it retts in the 
Mediterranean, | 
A a designees Pepan of what fome Anthore af- 

rm, faying, That the Graad Seignior pays a certain Tribute to tas 4p: 
the Afe Emperor, left he fhould aires the Courfe of the Sear 
Wile, but way fuffer it to. go Water the Plains of Egypr, and to the Coarfe of 
the end that when the Floods are too great, he may turn away Niles 
the Water, near the Ifland Merse, to the Red-Sea,. for fear this 
Lands be drown’d and the Crop fpoilt. All which is fabulous 
andimpomble, as will appear to any fenfible Min, who will 
but confider how impracticable it is to divert any of óir common 
Rivers, when they overflow and bear down Houfes-and all that 
Rands in their ways much more the Nile, which has a Courfe of 
fo many hundred Leagues, and gathering alt the Waters of io 
many Kingdoms and Provinces, comes into Egypt with fuch an 
Tminenfiry of Water, that it forces it felf into the Mediteranean 
at feveral Mouths, about Alexandria, oppofite to th: Tind of 
Cyprus, after it has it {elf appear’d all over that Country like a 
large Sea, l WET Eiig Que 
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Fa enna 
Confirmation One Argument may be brought again{t the Impofibility of 
af ite diverting the Courfe of the Nile, which is that the Hiltory of 
éndia informs us, the great Alfonfo d’ Albuquerque had a defign of 
meeting the Emperor of Ethi pia, in order to turn away the Nile 
tothe Red-Sea, cutting a new Channel and ftopping up that 
-avhich flow’d towards Egypt, to render thofe Fields barren; 
-which are the Great Turks Granaries; which Work the Author 
of that great Commanders Commentaries declares to be very eafie, 
and to be done with very little Trouble, as he exprefles it. But 
with their leave who entertained that Conceit, I mult be free to 
fay, that Work was not only difficult, but altogether impofmible, 
becaufe that River never had, nor can ever have any other Courfe, 
but what the Author of Nature gave it at firit, nor is it in the 
: Power of Man toturn it away and find it a new Paflage to the Red- 
“Sea. The reafon is, becaufe there are above 100 Leagues from the 
- nearelt Partof the River to the Red-Sea, and all that Country 
the moft horrid Rocks and Mountains it is pofible to imagine, as 
-we -fhall fee hereafter; and what Force would fuffice to hew 
down {uch Mountains and break through the Boundaries God 
‘himfelf has placd, which as the Scripture tells us, is no better 
than ftriving againft the Stream. 
Having {poken as much as is neceffary of the Wile, let us now 
fay fomething of the other noble and mighty Rivers, which rife 
‘Tacazé River. in and Water this Ethiopia, among which the Tacaze is well 
known and famous. Mercator fays this is the River Prolemy calls 
_Affaboras, and he {eems to be in the right, as I ates the Afla- 
pus mention’d by the faid Ptolemy to be the Wile. The Tacaze 
has it fource on a Ridge of Mountains, ` call'd Aryvagua, on the 
Frontiers of the Kingdom of Angot, next that of Begameder, 
where at the Foot of the higher Mountain, which lies to the 
Eaftward, three feveral Springs guth out violently within a Stones 
Throw of one another, and joyning their Waters make a great 
Stream, which runs to the Exftward for fome Days Journey, 
betwixt the Territories of Daphané, and Hoage, lying North of it. 
Then it croffes the Kingdom of Tigre, cutting through the midit 
of Siré, a Province of the faid Kingdom, leaving the beft Lands 
of that Province on the Eaft, and its famous Defart Aldebad on the 
wen where formerly there were many Anchorites, as in Thebaida 

of Egypt. s 

Tite River Tacaze is not quite fo large, yet not much inferior 
to the Wile, and has fome very deep Places, in which there are 
Water-Hortfes. Crocodiles of an extraordinary magnitude, as alfo Water-Horfes, 
which F. Emanuel d Almeyda teltifies he faw there, and. faid; 
they are properly call’d Horfes, as being like them in the Head, 
_and 
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and particularly the Ears, tho’ their Legs are fhort and their Tails 
fhorter, and they have no Hair, buta bare Skin, and very fmooth. 
Tt has alfo much Fith of other forts, and the fame F, Emanuel 
d Almeyda, affures us they here fhow’d him in a Bewl, that 
Fih, which in Latin, from the Effect it produces, they call Tor- 
pedo, ana we the Cramp-Fith; fer that laying hold of it with his 
‘Hand, it immediately caufed fuch a Numbnefs, that he prefentty let 
it go, not thinking fit to continue that dangerous Experiment. 
This fame River pafies on by another Province they call Holcait, 
whence it runs into very low Lands of Cafres, and leaving them, 
vifits the Kingdom of Deghin, inhabited by a fort of AZoors, whom 
we call Bazllous, and on the Coalt of Swaquem, they are nain’d 
Funchos, as may be feen in our Map. Then meeting with the 
Nile, lofes it telf in that River, which receives a confiderable in- 
creafe from its Waters. 


There is another celebrated River call’d Zebeé, faid to be greater Zebec River. 


than the Wile it felf, rifing in a Territory call’d Boxa in the 
Kingdom of Warea, whichis the molt Southerly, and whereof 
we fhall {peak hereafter. It begins its Courfe hectiven td, and a 
few Leagues farther turns to the Northward, and runs about the 
Kingdom of Gingiro, of which we fhall alfo give an Acceunt, 


- making it a fort of Peninfula, as the Wile does the Kingdom of 


J 





Gojam. After leaving this Kingdom it takes its courfe to the 
Southward, and fome fay it is the fame that falls into the Sea at 
Mombaza. é; i wot 

There is another very large and notable River, call'd Haoax, 
almoft equal to the Wile, -riling betwixt the Kingdoms of Xaoa, 
which is to the Northof it, Ogge to the South, -and Fategar to 
the Ealt: Ir takes its courfe to the North-Eaft, and receives the 
Waters of another great River call’d Machy, which comes out of ` 
the Lake Zoay, in the Kingdom of Ogge, and being increas'd by 
this Addition, the Hoax runs into the Kingdom of Adel, by us 
call'd Zeyla, entering it ata Province call'd Anca Garrele, being 
the Place where the Fathers Bernard Pereyra and Francis Machado, 
of whom I fhall fpeak bereafter, continued fome time, till the 
Perfidious Adahovietan King put them to Death, in Hatred to 
Chriftianity. It Rains very little in that Country, but Provi- 
dence has made amends for that want, with the Water of this 


River, which being drawn out into feveral'Channels by the In- 
habitants, waters their Fields and fertilizes the Valleys, fo that 
it is one of the molt plentiful Countries of thofe Parts in Grain 
and Cattle. “And fo generous is this River, that tho’ it is mafter 
‘of fo much Water, it leaves it yet oe Fields it runs torough, 
Ley, CATE CAT QL S af + aa Eai sid Foret 
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as if it thought it more Honour to be bury’d in the Earth, than 
lofe it elf in the Sea, | 
MatebRiver. » There is another great River of the fame nature, cald Atareb, 
‘hich rifes in the Kingdom of Tigre, Two Leagues from Baroa 
or Eremona, to the Weltward, whence it runs to the South, and 
entring fome Lands of Cafres, which are naturally Sindy, hides 
it felf in them for a confiderable fpace; but if they dig Two 
Yards they not only find Water todrink, but good Fith, as 
F, Emanuel d Almeyda fays, he was aflurd by Jobn Gabriel, wha 
was then Commander of the Porruguefes, of whom we {hali {peak 
hereafter, being a Man of Sincerity and Confcienee. A little far- 
ther on, this River rifes again and coming into the better Coun- 
try of the Kirgdom of Deghin, beltows. all the Treafure of its 
ae on thote Fields, as if it forgot to go any farther and meet 
» the Seas 
p, Urreta’s Tt is not amifs here to obferve that F. Urreta, in his Fabulous 
Fabulous His Hifiory of Exhiopia, fays this 1s call'd the Black-River, becaufe it 
Hor, runs through a Country of Blacks, as if any River in Ethiopia 
‘ did run through a Country of Whites: This is the fame he 
fays; forms Three Lakes, from one of which he tells us a River 
flows, which always runs over Stones of great Value, and falling 
into the Sea at Melinde, has a great Fifhery of Pearls, and Amber- 
Greece at its Mouth. So full of precious thoughts is that Chimes 
rical Author, 


aera hens 


gen that the Ifland Meroe, which Authors place 


in Ethiopia, is the Kingdom of Gojam, where the 
Nile rifes. | 


eH B famous Portuguese Hiftorian, John de Barrot, followin 
Raan a T the Opinion of feveral Geographers, in his Devad. lib. a. 
Bat, vy pe Cap. t, places the celebrated and fabulous Ifland of Meroe within 
‘bee. the Botinds of Ethiopia, and makes the North fide of this Em- 
pire to rtin from Sndguem to the end of this Îfland, which he 
fays is now call’d Noba. Of the fame mind was formerly Pome 

piim Mela, faying the Wand Merde, wat the Head of the Em- 

pire. 


wy RESEPI PT AEAT Ea F T TN 
eA tho w Cho N CAN S AN aka a 





a Ny stat Par 
TI KLS > 








a 


The Travels of the Jefuits in Ethiopia. 


pire of Ethiopia. Diodorus Sicul us, lib, 1 and 17. places thts Ifland 

in Egypt, where he fays, it is the larpeft and moft renowned, 

and had its Name from the chief of its Cities, which took it 

from a Silter of Camby/es its firft Founder, who dyd there, for it 

is a Thing very ancient for Places to become famous by the 
eath or Misfortunes of great Perfons. 


Pliny, lib. 2. cap. 17. alfo places this Ifland in Erhiopia, and More Fables. 


makes it the chief of many he fays there are in it and the Head 
‘of that Country. Some raife the number of thefe Iflands to 
zoo. This Author and many others tell wonders of this Ifland 
and of the abundance of Gold, Silver, Brafs, Iron, Ebony, and 
other precious Commodities they pretend Nature has bountifully 


beftow’d on it, which were it not all fabulous ‘mult render it the 
chief of thofe they call Fortunate. 


=} 


—— ae 


Having duly examined the Maps and view’d Ptolemy's Tables, yyeroesfland. 


I find they place this Ifland in Erhiopia, in 13 Degrees of 
North Latitude, telling us, that in 11 Degrees Latitude, a River, 
which Ptolemy and molt other Authors fay is the Nile, and the 
Affaboras, fuppofed to be the Tacaxe, meet and then part again 
in 12 Degrees Latitude, and afterwards join again between 16 
and 19 Degrees, and within this diftance remaining between the 
‘two Branches, he fays is the Iland Meroe, of which fame O- 
pinion is Joba de Barros, adding that it is now call’d Noba. 
The new Atlas of Fohnfon, fays the Nile and Tacaze meet and 
- form that Lake, which he alfo calls Guegsere. But -Pliny and 
` Solings, quoted by the fame Prolemy, as alfo Ortelius and Mer- 
cator fay, thofe are only two Branches of the Wile, and not part 
of the Nile and part of the Tacaze, and that they form that 
Ifland, which they call Gueguere. 

All thefe are mere Fancies, for want of true Information; 


for the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez, F. Emanuel d Almeyda, yey, 


and the other Fathers, who liv'd feveral Years in Ethiopia, in 12, 
13 and 14 Degrees Latitude, crofs’d over the Nile and the Tacaze 
many times, and moft diligently obferv’d all Things, do declare, 
- dt is molt certain, that thefe two Rivers do not meet, within the 
Dominions of the dby/finians ; but have their Springs and run on 
70 Leagues diltant from one another, little more or leis, as long as 
they continue in Ethiopia, as may be {een in our Map; and they 
farther add, that the Wile never divides it felf into two Branches 


within that Empire. 

© Now whit fhall we fay to thofe Authors and ancient Hiftories, 
who fo confidently inform us, thatthe Mland Meroe, form’d by 
the Nile alone, or by the Wile and Tacaze, isin Erhiopia, and 
place it between 12 and 13 Degrees of Latitude? This, Point 
voi D2 being 
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being duly weigh’d and confider'd, among the moft learned Per- 
fons of the Society, that went over into Erhiopia, they all con- 
cluded, that the Kingdom of Gojam, where the Wile rifes, and 
which the fame Nile encompafles about, and makes a Peninfula, 
is the famous Ifland Aderoe of that River, in Eshiopia, of which 
fach Wonders are told. A proof whereof is, that thofe Authors 
lace the faid Iland, between 12 and 13 Degrees, which is the 
atitude that Kingdom isin; befides the faid Kingdom is known 
to be almoft {urrounded with the Waters of the Wile, fo that it ts. 
a Peninfula. Itis alfo certain that there is no other Ifland in the 
faid Latitude, whence it follows of neceffity, that if there be 
any fort of Iland in that Part, it is the Kingdom of Gojam, 
that is the fo renowned Aderoe. Now thofe Authors knowing 
very little of it, or where to place it, they had the mote encou- 
ragement to enrich it at Pleafure, fince it coft them nothing but 
letting their Pen run; for fince they could not tell where it was, 
they refted fatisfy’d that no body would call them to Account 
for what they faid. yee ‘ 
Confirmation _ A farther Confirmation of this Opinion is, the Breadth of 36 
of ‘ite Leagues, which thefe Authors aign the Ifland Merse, little 
more or lefS, which is the fame of the Kingdom of Gojam; but 
they are out in the Length, making the land 100 Leagues longs 
whereas the Kingdom of Goam is little above 50. The Cataracts. 
of Nile, which thefe Authors place on the North Point of the 
Iland Meroe next to Egypt, are in two Places, the firit near a 
Village of the Agans, call'd Depeghan, 9, or 10 Leagues before the 
River falls into the Lake of Dambea, as was faid before; and the 
ee after its coming out of the fame Lake, near a Town call’d 
Alaa, Fe À 
Proof outvof ,, Nor canit be faid that the Wile forms this Mland Meroe out of 
Ptolemy,  Ethispia, becaufe we do not find that River makes any fuch Ifland 
in all its Courfe from Ethiopia to the Mediterranean, Befides that 
Piolemy and the belt of other Authors place this Ifland within 
Ethiopia, and Ptolemy being himfelf an Egyptian could not be ig- 
norant of it, if the Wile had form’d fuch an Ifland in Egypt. 
Befides that the Inhabitants of this Ifland were Black, as Lacam 
tells us, which agrees with the Ethiopians and not with the Egyp- 
tians è thus fays that Poet, Pharf. lib. to. 
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Nor can it be faid that any of the IHlands I menticn’d above to 
be in the great Lake of Darbea is that of Meroe, becaule they are- 
very finall and inconfiderable in Comparifon of that vakt land 
which Authors make 100 Leagues in length, and I fay is 50 at 
Jeaft, if it is the Kingdom of Goja, as it feems to be. 

By what we have faid, it appears, that Ethiopia contains thofe 
two hidden Treafures of the World, fo much ipoken of, which 
are the Source of the Wile and the land Meroe; both of them 
mote valuable by Fame, than in Reality; for the Source of the 
_ Nile, is like that of any other ordinary River, and perhaps more 
inconfiderable ; and the Kingdom of Goar differs little from anv 
~ other of the Kingdoms of Ethiopia, in which there are none of 
thofe Mines of pure Gold, nor thofe Mountains of Precious Stones, - 
wherewith Hiftorians enrich’d this Ifland, which in this particular 
refembles the Fortunate Iflands, on whom greater Encomiums 
were beftow’d, than there are Bleffings found in them, 





4 
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Of the Red-Sea, which leads into this Ethiopia, szd 
~ = the Reafons, why it is fo cali d. 
IÈ) was faid before, that this Empire towards the Ea(t, com- 
mences on the Banks of the Red-Sea; and in regard that all > 
the Religious Men of the Society, who enter’d Erhiopia went 
that way, and that we fhall have frequently occafion to fpeak of ` 
‘Gt and of its Mouths, which ate two Channels, the one next. 


Arabia and the other on the fide of Abyffinia which lead into > 


this Sea, and give it a Communication with the Indian Ser; and $ 


for as much as there has been great debates among the Curious, . 
how it came to be call'd the Red-Sea, I therefore thought, that - 
after treating of the Wile, it would be convenient to fay fome- - 


thing, briefly to this Particular. a 

The Red Sea is in length about 380 Leagues; on the Right 
‘Hand entering lies Arabia Felix, on the Left Ethiopia. above E- 
_gypt, otherwife call'd Alyffinia, or Abaffia, on whole Coalt are 
-the Ports of Dalec, Mazna and ‘Suaghem, befides others of lefs 
Note, but nane of them at present belong tothe <fby/fine Fimpes 
E ; eb. 
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ror. Betwixt the two Coafts, almoft in the midft lies the Ifland 
call’d Fabel Mandel, or Nahum, {all other Geographers call it 
Babela Mandel] anda little beyond it begins a Chain of Iflands, 
fo clofe to one another, that very often 6 or 7 appear together in 
a Row, and this Ridge of Iflands is as it were a Line that cuts it 
all in length, as the Apennine Mountain does Jtaly, and may be 
deen in our Map. The Children of J/rael crofled this Sea neat 
Zgypt when they fied, and in that Place it 1s faid to be but 3 
Leagues over to Arabia, which was enough to ftop them and to 
drown the Egyptians. 

This Sea has feveral Names given it, fome call it the Arabian 
Gulph, becaufe it (tretches along fo far on the Coalt of Arabia: 
Others name it the Streight or Sea of Mecca, becaufe it leads to 
that City, where A¢ahomet’s Tomb is. The Greeks call it Ery- 
threan, and from them all others the Red Sea; whereas its Waters 
are as clear as thofe of the other Indian Seas, and hence came the 
Queltion, why it fhould be call’d the Red Sea. 

The firt Reafon alledg’d is from the Red Clay or Earth, fome 
-pretend there is on the Shores, which with the Reflection of the 
Sun caufes theWater to look Red: Tomake good which Affertion, 
they ought firlt to have prov’d, that there were fuch Red Shores ; 
for tho’ there may be fome Reddifh Earth, yet it cannot calt fo 
great a Reflection, as to affect fuch a large Sea, which like all o- 
thers, would rather take its Colour from the Air above, or from 
-the Earth under it, than from the Banks. Pliny Nat. Hif. lib. 6. 


cap, 23. feems to ftrengthen the aforefaid Opinion, by faying it _ 


receives the Colour from the Reflection of the Sun Beams; but in 
the fame Place he {ays it might be {ò call’d from the powerful 
-King Erythrus, who reign’d in thofeParts, and was bury'd on the 
Shore, whence the ‘Sea had the name of Erythrean, which in Greek 
fignifies Red, and thence all other Nations took it; of which O- 
„pinion are Philofratus, Solinas, Pomponias Mela, Cartins, Ortelius, 
F. La Cerda, and F. Benediét Fernandez. upon Exodus. ‘This Ety- 
„mology has many followers befides thofe above nam’d, who feem 
more complaifant in {ubmitting their Judgments to fuch Authors, 

.than nice in examining into the certainty of the Truth. 
I thould not much blame thofe, who might urge this Sea was 


call’d Red, from the great quantity of e£gyptian Blood thed in it, - 


when Pharoah and all his Army of Horfe and Foot perifh’d there; 
where the Slaughter being fo great, the Sea could not but be dy’d 
with the Gore. It is-very remarkable, in order to make good this 
Opinion, that Mofes in the 1.414 Chapter of Exodus, fo often men- 
tioning this Sea, as he does, in fpeaking of the Paflage of the 
Children of /frael, never in the faid Chapter once calls it the SA 
Cay 
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Sea, till after the Slaughter of the Egyprians, And it was ufual 
among the Fews to give Names to Places on account of extra- 
ordinary Deaths, as the Place where Uzxah was Slain by God was 
call’d Perez-Uzxah, or the Smiting of Uzzah; and fo the Field | 
‘bought with the Money for which Fadas fold our Saviour, bad — 
the name of the Field of Blood, Nor is thereany Author to be 
found, that ever call’d this the Red Sea, before God deltroyed the 
Egyptians in it; for Mofes was the firit and ancientelt of all the 
„Authors in the World, as is fully prov d by the Learned F. Fran- 
cis de Mendoza, Tom. v. in Reg. Hif. Annal. 2. Prowm Annot. 12. 
. . There may be two Objections again this Opinion: The firit, 
that Mofes calls this the Red Sea, in the 1004 and 13t% Chapters 
before the Slaughter of the Egyptians ; to which we anfwer, that 
he writ bis Hittory long after the paffing of the Red Sea, and there- 
fore might give it the Name it had then receiv’d, tho’ nor proper 
-to it before the Thing happend. The other Objection may be, 
„that the Egyptians were not Slain with the Sword, but drowned, 
and that caufes no Effufion of Blood, to make the Sea Red. To 
this we anfwer, that here were two forts of Deaths, for the /ul- 
gate fays, that the Lord looking upon the Holt of the Egyptians, 
flew them, and overthrew the Wheels of their Chariots, and the E- 
‘gyptians feeing this Slaughter would have fled, and then the Sea 
came upon then: Befides, in the Confufion of flying they might 
. kill one another, and many be hurt and over-run by- the Hories 
„and Chariots, and fo much Blocd-fhed. 3 i 
The Portuguezes us’d many Endeavous to difcover the Reafon Rednefs from 
. of calling this the Red Sea, and particularly the Great Alfon fo the Shores. 
d’ Albuquerque, the tirit cf the Nation who enterd the Mouth of 
it, as did alio the famous Don Fohn de Caro, who went into the 
Red Sea with the Governor Don Stephen de Gama, and by what 
both of them found, the Opinion of thofe who fay that Water is 
. Red becaufe of the Red Bottom, was much confirm’d and pre- 
vail'd. This the aforefaid Alfonfo d Albuguergue teftifics in his 
Commentaries; for he being with his Fleet at the Mouth of that 
Sea, faw from his Ships a Stream of very Red Sea Water gufh out 
at the Mouth of the Streight, and it reach’d up it as far as a Man _ 
could fees and asking the Moorith Pilers the Caafe of that Rednefs, 
thefe are the Words of the Hittorian, they anfmer’d, That the Com- 
-motion the Tide canfed in the Water, becaufe the Sea was there Shoal 
- and had little Depth, occafion d the Colour upon the Flood and Ebb : 
And he adds, that the faid dlfonfo d’ Albuquerque concluded it 
was fo, abd thit the Bottom of the Sea was the Caule of ita 
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Don John de Caftro examined this Matter more nicely, as appears 

by his es and by what the Hiftorian Fohn de Barros relates 

of him. He obferving the Rednefs of the Water, as he failed 

along that Sea, order’d fome of the Water to be taken up in Buckets, 

{ays the above named Author, which being brought up he found to 

be much more clear and Cryftalline, thaw that without the Moath or 

Streight; not fo fatisfyd, he caufed fome Seamen to dive, who brought 

him a Red Matter from the Bottom, in the Nature of Coral in Bran- 

ches, and fome covered with an Orange Ciloar Down, &c. Thus we 

| find that the Rednefs proceeds from the Ground, appearing thro’ 

| the clear Water, which deceives the Eyes, fo as that they take 

| that Colour to be in the faid Water, which is only in the Bottom 
of it. é ; 

From Weeds, Notwithftanding thefe Obfervations, there is more Reafon to 
believe, the Rednefs of this Sea proceeds from abundance of Red 
Weeds there are in it, as appears by the Account given by the 
Reverend and Learned Patriarch Don dlfonfo Mendez, who {peaks 
as an Hye-witnefsin his Treatife, concerning the Time when the 
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| Faith of CHRIST enter’d into Ethiopia, Chap. 2. His Words ate qi 

| theless 

| - tn our way from Mazua to Suaquem, which is commonly gone in 
Joke Co 5 or 6 Days, we fpent 45, birak we were 15 afbore, and obferved 






three feveral Colours in that Sea: The firk Blue, which is in the deep- 
| ef Part; the fecond Green, where there are many Flats, becaufe it is 
i | generally very Shoal, and this Greennefs it has from the Green Slime 
EE - rhat Vies on the Rocks , the third Coloar is not Red, but Violet Colour, 
f which in fome Parts fpreads all over the Superficies, and in others lies 
A in Spots, fome thicker than others, according to the Canfe they proceed 
| from; being certain Holes full of Red Weeds, not very tough, which 
ih the Sea, when boifferous, eafts upon the Shore, and we had them often 
in our Hands. ‘Befides, we made another Experiment, which remov'd 
: all Caxfe of doubsing, and was, that being on a Calm Day when the 
| ‘Water was fill, in the midh of many Red Spots, we order d fome Youths 
to Swim, and they pull’d up thofe Tufts of Weeds; and as they threw 
| them away, the Red Spots ceafed, the others about them fill remaining, 
| Thus far this Judicious Perfon. 
fn my Opinion, this doubt is not only -clear’d, but we now 
Hl “perceive, why the Portuguezes have not only call’d this Sea Red, 
| but Violet Colour, which Diltin&tion we do not find in Authors, 
who only {peak of the-Rednefs and not of the other Violet, the 
that Sea has of late had both Names, and the Colours are diferent. 
| So that where this Sea is fo deep, that the Weeds do not reach near 
| k -the Superficies, it looks Blue, and fomewhat Blickith, which is 
eufual in any deep Water. And again, where the Weeds are Red, 
OF 
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or of a Violet Colour, they caufe that variety already {poken 


of. ; 
~ This Truth is confirm’d by what the great Do&tor of the Church _ The Redneft 
of S. Jerome fays, which is, that the Caufe of calling this Sea Red from Weeds. 


comes from the word Suph, which is Hebrew, us’d in Holy Writ, 
in {peaking of this Sea, and that Suph fignifics Red; and as it is 
well obferv’d by our Learned F. Barradas upon Exodus, the Septu- 
agint always tranflate Suph Red, and fome Hebrews tell us, that 
Suph is the Name of a Red Weed growing in this Sza, and the 
Sun glancing on thefe Waters, through which the Colour of thofe 
Weeds is feen, makes them look Red tho’ they are not fo. This 
Point is learnedly handled by our £. Pineda, in his 4th Book up- 
on Solomon, and that which clenches all we have faid to this 
- Point, is, what our above quoted Patriarch fays, viz. That the 
Arabs call that Weed we have fpoken of Suph, and in Ethiopia 
they give the fame Name to an Herb like this in all Refpects, 
which they bring up in their Gardens, and ufe the Flower of it 
` for Dying their Cloth Red, and Eat the Seed: And thus it is 
plain, that Sea is call’d Red from thofe Weeds growing on its 
ottom. È 
_ This is what has occurr’d concerning the Red Sea, which we 
fhall often {peak of in this Work ; and having made fo long a 
Stay upon it, we will now calt Anchor on its Coaft and enter 
Ethiopia, to give an Account of that Empire. 





Cuar VIL 


OF the Climate, the prodigious high Mountains, the Fer- 
tility, Trees, and other Produé of Ethiopia; azd 
of the feveral forts of Animals, both Wild and 


Tame. 


ic i ME has always been the able and bet Mafter in all falli- 
ble Points, fuch as are the Notions and Opinions of Me 


ae ; : i t D: Lofter, 
This 1s moft evident in relation to the Judgment Ancient Afro- sot alte! 


nomers made of the Number and Qualities of the Heavenly 
Spheres, which they.declared to be Ten, and of an incorruptible 
Matter, which Opinion they fusindes was not only venerable, 


but 


Time the 
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eS 
but would be ever unchangeable in the Schools, and yet in Time 
abler Mathematicians by. infallible Obfervations found out that 
which is now generally receiv’d, viz. That there is no need of, 
nor are there Ío many Heavens as the Ancients pretended, and 
that even thofe Three, which are generally allowd of, are not 
incorruptible, as they would have perlwaded us, So that Time, 
tho’ fo old a Matter, {till teaches fome Things that are new. 
Miftakes of But what wonder that Men fhould err in Things that relate 
to Heaven, whither they cannot fly, with the weight of thar cor- 
ruptible Bodies, when we fee how much they have been miltaken 
in Earthly Matters, which are near and obvious ? What could be 
more receiv'd in Antiquity, than the Opinion which taught that 
all thofe Countries were not Habitable, which he under the Tor- 
rid, and under the two Polar,Arctick and Antardtick,. Zones ; the 
firit as too hot, and the others as too cold ? Yet Time, notwith- 
Handing that fo receiv'd Opinion, has demonttrated, that there are 
People living near both the Poles ; and that in the Center of the 
Torrid Zone, where they imagin’d the People muft be burnt up, 
there are infinite Nations, and fome of them enjoy as Temperate. 
a Climate as there isin Ewrope, in the belt Parts of Spain, or the 
cooler Lombardy. wh. 
There has been no occafion to make the leait doubt hereof, fince 
Regions in the the Conquelts and Difcoveries of the Portuguefes, and we have an 
Tisrib Zone. evident Proof of it in this, our Abyffinian Ethiopia, which lying 
betwixt 8 and 17 Degrees of North Latitude, all under the Torrid 
Zone, is yet fo far from being inbabitable for too much Heat, that 
it is generally as Cold and Temperate as Portugal, nfomuch, that 
in many Parts they have none of our Summer Heats, nor are ever 
— fenfible of the furious fcorching of the Dog-Days among us; but 
en the contrary they are more afraid of the Cold. i 
But as there isa great diftance betwixt thofe Countri:s, fo do 
Different the Climates vary. Hence it is, that the Maritime Parts of this 
Winters in Empire, as from_Mazna to Danghali, along the Red Sea, have 
Ethiopia. their Winter in December and Fanuary, as it is in Portugal, and 
teaches 10 or ¥2 Leagues up the Inland, being very mild, without. 
any fharp Cold or exceffive Rain, as if Nature gave it the Rain 
Water to moitten or fertilize the Land, and not to moleft or trou- 
ble the Inhabitants. Farther up the Country there is no want of 
rroublefome Rains, till you’ come to fome high Mountatns, call'd 
Bizan, two Days Journey fhort of Debaroa, where the Winter is 
from the 10th of Fane till the end of September ; and thus F. Ema- 
znel d Almeyda lays, he found it in all the Countries of this Em- 
pire he travell’d through: So that the Winter throughout all the 
taland of E:hiopia, isin the fame Months as it is on the Coalt of 
India: 
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India from Din to Cape Comori 3 and on the Coat of Ethiopia it is 
at the fame time as in Portagal, whereas it is contrary on the 
Coafts of Arabia, lying from the Mouth of the Red-Sea, to the 
Iflands of Caria- Maria, where the Winter isin Fane, July, Aa- 
guft and September, as on the Coalt of India; and up the Inland 
of Arabia it is in the Months of November, December, Fans- 
ary and February, as in Portugal. 


All the Emperor of Erbiopia’s Dominions he now poflefles are vaf Moure 
Mountainous, except the Kingdom of Dambea, the greatelt Part rains. 


whereof is Plain along the great Lake, and has rich Fields of Fat 
fertile Land for about 20 Leagues in fength, little more or lefe, 
and 4 or 5 in breadth. The other Kingdoms, viz. Tigre, Begame- 
der, Gojam, Amara, and the Provinces of Cemen, Ogara, Sagado, 
Holeait, Xaoa and Holec, are almoft continual Mountains of a 
prodigious Height, and itis rare to travel a Days Journey without 
meeting fuch fteep, lofty and craggy Hills, that they are dreadful 
to behold, much more to pafs over. All the Mountains in Ports- 
gal compar'd to thofe of Ethiopia, are meer Mole-Hills. Thole 
. who have crofe’d the -4/ps and Pyrenean Mountains, and the Apen- 
nine, which cuts Jtaly in two, all of them fo famous in Exrope, 
and have feen thofe of Erhiopia, declare, the others are but eaty 
-and low Eminences to thefe laft. 
~ Thus Nature, which in feveral Places feems to fport, producing 


wonders, fo here it works the fame marvellous Effects 10 Moun- They ferve 
tains, far exceeding the highelt Clouds, and in Valleys fo deep, for Fortrejes. 


that they look as if they were going to hide themfelves in the very 
Center of the Earth and lowelt Abyfs, and accordingly the firit 
partake of the exceffive Cold of the fecond and third Regions of the 
Air, and the latter of the Fire of Hell. Some of thefe Mountains, 
which the Natives call Ambas, ftand by themfelves apart from all 
others, are prodigious high, allupright, asif they had been hew'd 
with a Chiflel, with only one or two ways to get up to them, 
with much difficulty, and on the top they have Water and a 
Plain, where the Inhabitants live, as it_were in an impregnable 
Fortrefs, erected by Providence for the Defence of the Ethiopians, 
who hitherto have not the Skill to make any Martial Works, 
There are many of thefe throughout all this Empire, but moft of 
all in the Kingdom of mara, which is now next to the Gallas, 
who would before now have made themfelves Mafters of it, were 
it not for the Retreat-of thefe Ambas, or Fortrefles made by Na- 
ture, without the help of Man. 


Ic is wonderful to fee thefe vaft high Rocks, fome of them like mheir fevers! 
Pyramids, others round, as if they were turn’d at the Top and Shapes. 


Bottom ; otliers like: fquare Towers, as handfomly wrought as if 


fire? 


ae E 2 they 
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they had been hew’d out, and were Natural Columns, boldly 
rifing above the Clouds, as it were to fupport the Sky, as the Poets 
feign’d of Atlas. 

The worlt is, that very often in paffing from one Kingdom to 
another, fome of thefe Mountains mult of neceffity be crofs'd, as 
happens in going from Fremona, which is almoft in the middle of 
the Kingdom of Tigre, 45 Leagues from Mazya, to Dancaz and 
Dambea, where among many other Mountains Travellers mult 
crofs one call'd Lamalmon, and before they come to the firft afcent 
cf that they are at the Foot of a valt high Mountain call’d Gace, 
which is as it were the Foundation or Pedaltal of Lemalmon. It 

Lamalmon is halfa Days Journey to afcend this Mountain, always rounding. 

and Guca jt, tor it goes continually winding by very narrow Paths, cut a- 

Mountains» Jong the fide of the Hill, with fuch dreadful Depths and Preci- 
pices, either looking up or down, that if the Caravan afcending. 
happens to meet with the other defeending, unlefs they. take fpe- 
cial care where they fet their Feet, they are abfolutely loft, and. 
tumble down thofe frightful Depths, beating the Travellers to. 
pieces, and lofing the Goods they carry, The Commodities they, 
generally load are Jndia Stufts and Salt. 

On the top of this Mountain Guc4, is a large Plain above a. 

Dreadful League in compafs, where the tir’d Travellers and Caravans reft 
deep Valleys themfelves, the better to profecute the relt of their Journey ; for 
the next Day they enter upona molt tirefome Ridge, fo fharp and. 
narrow, that it is frightful to behold, much more to pafs along it,- 
being Perpendicular on both Sides, and the Valleys-on either of- 
them fo wonderful deep, that the fight cannot reach the bottom. 
of them. As foon as pafsd this Ridge, they are at the Foot of a. 
Mountain, almoft-all cf it made of one entire upright Rock, which 
riling out of the Ground, reprefents an excellive high and ftrong 
-Bulwork. This is the moft dificult Part of all the way, and yet 
Nature has provided a fort of Steps like Stairs, with windings 
both ways, but all extraordinary unceoth, and the Steps or Rocks. 
‘ fomnetimes two or three Cubits high; {o that it ts wonderful, that 
Frightful the Bealts of Burden can climb, and keep their Feet, tho’ they are 
Ajcent. there unloaded; for in this Place there are abundance of People 
who live by taking the Burdens off the Beafts, ull they pafs thofe 

Di ficulties. 
This Mount is about 300 Fathom high, and on it Nature hes. 
Plain on the made a very plain Flat, being about half a League in Compafs, 
Mount. and a Musket-fhot Diameter; and this Eminence they call by the. 
Name of Lawalmon, reprefenting in fome meafure a Chair with- 
out Arms, for the Rock on the higheft Part of the Plain refembles 
the Back of the Chair, being as Perpendicular as if hew'd ont 
with. 
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with a Chizzel; under which is that which an{wers to the Seat of 
this wonderful Chair, where there is a Town, fife enough againft. 
all Attacks of Sny Enemy, wereit but as well provided with 
Neceflaries for human Life; yet they have good Water, with 
which they make what amends they can for the want of Pro- 
vifions, whereof there is no Plenty. 

From this height is difcover’d, almoft all the Kingdom of Tigre, 
and towards the Eaft appears a vaft Chain of exceffive high Moun- 
tains, running from this of. Lamalmon, with another like it to- 
wards the North and North Eaft, and all together making a great 
Bow, in the midit of which the Hills and Mountai 


tho’ very high, look like inconfiderable Hillocks. Tho’ the fa- 


eS 


= 


Chains of 
Mountains. - 


ns of Tigre,. 


mous Carthaginian Hannibal, from the Top of the Alps encouragd 


and comforted his Soldiers with the pleafing fight of the fpactous: 
and delightful Plains of daly; here, on the contrary, the molt. 
covetous and ambitious Perfon, at the fight of thefe difmal Moun- 
tains, might well lay afide all Thoughts of fubduing fuch un- 


cooth, {uch craggy and fuch dreadful Places, which as bad as they- 


are to behold, are much more hideous to climb. And furely, 
only thofe, who, asthe Prophet did, Life up their Eyes to the Hills 
from whence ermeth their Help, can with the {weet Thoughts of 
Heaven make thofe almoft impaflable Mountains of Erhiopia toler- 


able, as the Religious Men did. And I muftconfefs Tam fo much. » 
out of Humour with the bare Relation, and fo far diftant view of > 
one cf thefe Mountains, that I forbear {peaking of the others, . 


which F. Emanuel d’ Almeyda took the pains to defcribe, as ha- 
_ ving undergone the trouble of paing over them. 

It follows next to fay fomething of the Fertility of the Coun- 
try, and Gold being effeem’d the moft precious Product of the 
Earth, there are. faid to be very rich Mines of it in Ethiopia; it is 
molt certain, at leaft, 
in beftowing abundance of fuch Mines on it; and many, 


Gold. in Ethi- 
opia. 


that many grave Authors: are very free 


believe there are really fuch Mines in Ethiopia, bnt that. 


they will not have them difcover'd, for fear lelt their Fame fhoul-t 
move the Tark to invade them, as he hasalready done more than. 
once, and together with their Treafure, deprive them of their 
kiberty, which is more precious than Gold. Such is the vile na- 
ture of this Metal, that 1f- you want it yo 
you have too much. you are in, Danger. The Gold they have at 
pen is taken out of fome Rivers in fmall Graines- like Seed- 


ware miferable, andif — 


earl, and there is no other Money in the Country, efpecially.. 


for. Strangers, but this Gold, which they difpofe of. by weight. 








But: 
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ron, Lead, But what they want in Gold, they have to {pare in Iron, 

ned Salt. which has alfo its value; nor do they want Lead. Salt is their 
molt general Commodity, and they have almoft brought it to 

. ferve inftead of Money, all other Goods being commonly fold 

‘for it at Fairs. This Salt is not like that we have in Europe, 
made of Sea-Water; but Providence has furnifhed them with in- 
exhanitible Mines of it, being as it were Rocks of Salt on -the 
Borders of the Kingdoms of Tigre and Angot, from which they 
hew out Pieces like Bricks. 

Fertilitys The Lind, forthe molt Part, where it can be till’d, is very 
fruitfull, for in many Places, tho’ the Abyffinians are not over in- 
duftrious, it yeilds three Crops in a Year of Wheat, Barley and 
Millet, and many other forts of Grain that grow in Portugal. 
There is great Plenty of a finall Grain they call Tef, which is the 
proper Food of the Country, as natural to the Ground, and of 
fafficient Nourithmenr, and is fo very finall that one fingle Grain 

Tet, a fmall of Multard-Seed will make ten cf this Zef, tho” it is longith, but 

Grain. very thin and flender, Yettho’ the Soil be fo Fertile, there is often 
‘Famine in Ethiopia, either caus'd by the Locults, a frequent Plague 
there, or by the marching of Soldiers, from oneCountry to another, 
“which isa worfe Plague than the Locufts, becaufe they only de- 
vour what they find in the Fields, whereas the others fpare not 
what is‘laid up in the Houfes, | 

Amadmagdo Ali the Odoriferous and Medicinal Herbs that Exrope produces 

and Affazoe, are found here, and among them one they call Amadmagdo, which 

Plants of great draws out the Splinters of broken Bones that remain loofe in the 

Kirtu Flefh. There is another Herb they call Afazoe, which has fuch 
Virtue againlt Poifon, that the moft Venomous Snakes touching 
it, are quite ftupify’d and fenfelefS; and what is yet more won- 
derful, the very fhadow of it does not only fcare away but be- 
numbs any Snake; fo that as S. Peter’s thadow miraculoufly 
wrought Cures, this Plant naturally deftroys Poifon.  Befides 

- whofoever eats the Root of this Plant retains its Virtue for many 
Years, and may go among all forts of Poifonous Snakes without 
fearing any Hurt from them; nay he has fo much Power over 
them, that bis very fhadow ftuns them. 

Coston, Sugar The Fathers of the Society write, that they often faw feveral 

«Canes ard Abyffinians, who had eaten thefe Roots, handle the moft venomous 

Fruit, Vipers, as if they had been Eels, and put them about their Necks, 
hke Cellars; and kill them when they pleas‘'d. The Country alfo 
produces much Cotton, growing on Shrubs, like thofe of Jndia ; 
abundance of Sana, Lemmons, Citrons, Oranges, and Figs like 
ours. In fome Parts there are good Pearls, efpecially in the King- 
dom of Dambea, and to {weeten the want of other Fruits, which 

do not grow here, Providence has given it very large and well 


talted 









*talted Sugar Canes, particularly in the Hlands of the Lake of - 
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Dambea. There are but few Grapes, which is nofmall diffatis- 
faction to thofe who-have tafted the Juice they afford; howeverthe - 
Fathers always made fome Wine there for Confecrating at Mafs 
and to drink fome Months in the Year; but tis likely it was not 
much fince F Emanuel “Fernandez, .on the roth of Fane 1568, . 
writ to the Reverend Father General of the Fefaits S. Francis de 
Borja, that for want of it, he fent for Grapes and fqueez’d them 
to fay Mafs with the Juice. Yet he adds, he had found by Ex- 
perience it would keep, and in 20 Days was excellent Wine,which: - 
jaited almoft a Year. 


E. Peter P. iA f j j 3 5 
F. Peter Pays writes, that being at the Court of Aby/finia, in Want fines- 


the Year 1604, and defired by the Emperor himfelf, to fay Mafs, 
he forbore, for want of Wine of Grapes, not one drop efit be+ 
ing found in all the Court. E. Belchior da Sylva, refiding in E- 
thiopia as Vicar to the Poriuguefes, fent to confult the Divines Rt- 
Goa, whether Mals might be said with Wine {quecz'd out of Raifins ? 
Whereas were there tuch Cifferns fullof Wine as $, Urreta {peaks ~ 


Lof, there would be no occafion for putting that Queltion, or fay- 


ing Mais with fuch Wine as he propos’d. 


‘The Enfete isa Tree peculiar to Ethiepia, not unlike the Zadian Enfete-Trees A 


Fig-Tree, and growing fo thick in the Body, that two Men can 
fearce Fathom it; when cut down clofe to the Ground, 5, or 790 
and fometimes 1900 {prout out from it, I fay whien it is cut down, 
for it bears no other Fruit to Eat, being itfelf the Tree that grows,- 
and the Fruit that is eaten, either cut out in Slices and boil’d, cr 
the Leaves made into Meal for Pap, or HaftyePudding, which ‘us: 
likely is not very well relifh’d, tho in fome Parts it is the com- 


“mon Food of the Ordinary fort of People. 


Ethiopia has all sorts of Tame Beals that are common in Esrope, gy ye Coste 


as Horfes, Mules, Cows, Oxen, and other Cattelin valt numbers, 
this being the Principal wealth of the Country, as it usd to be 
in former Times, when the World, tho’ it abounded not fo much 
an Gold, was in the Golden Age; and it is very fine to fee the 


mighty Herds of large Cows, and {tately Oxen, grizingin the- 





Fields, efpecially in the Kingdom cf Tigre and Country of the 
Avans. : : 


They have abundance of noble Horfes, and of the true Breed, ze 
Hpi {es. 


Black, Roan, Bay, Grey, Dappled, Creamecolour'd, Pyebald, 
and others as Mettlefome and Sprightly, as the Snanifb Andaluzi- 
ans, and when well manag'd they Gallop, Trot, Pace, Curvet and 
Wheel, as well as the belt of ours. They make their Saddics- 
very light and fure, all like our Manage-Saddles, but rifing-high- 
er, toth before and behind ; their Stirrups very fimt, “and the 


Siumup Leathers long ; but they put only their Great Toe into the 
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Stirrup, fo that it is likely they cannot fit fo falt. For the moft 
part, even when they go tothe War, their Horfes are led, and 
they Ride on Mules, which are very gentle, large and beautiful ; 
which Cuftoin they retain, as an Inheritance from the Jews, of 


‘whom they are deicended, as we fhall fee hereafter; for itis plain 


-in Holy Writ, that the-Kings did not Ride on Horfes, but pam- 


Elephants and 


Wild Beafts, 


wild Af. 


-par'd Mules, 


There are abundance of Wild Elephants, and no tame one was 
ever feen in the Country. There are alfo Ounces, Wolves, 
Foxes, Monkeys, Cattamountains, Civet-Cats, Hares, Rabbits, 
Tigers, and many very large Lions, {ome of which they breed up 
‘Tame, when very {mall, but can never truftthem much. Inthe 
Year 1630, a Countryman kill’d a Lyon, near Maegoga, in the 


‘Kingdom of Tigre, which was Eight Cubits long from.the Tail to 


athe Neck, and he killd him all alone, fighting him -in open 
Field, without any other Weapon, but only two Horfemans Darts, 
in this manner. This Fierce Creature was fo blooded with the 
any Men it had devour’d, befide the Oxen, and other Creatures 
at had torn in Pieces, that it was thought neceflary to ufe Art to 
deliver Travellers from fuch a mifchievous and dreadful Crea- 
ture, To this purpofe they dug a great Pit in the way this 
‘bloody Bealt us’d to come down from the Mountains. Ona fud- 
den it came upon two Shepherds, who had jult dug the Pit; the 
Eldett of them, bid the other, who was his Brother, to fecure hire 
felf, by flying ın Time, for he was refolv’d to try what he could 
-do with his Darts, and when he could do no more, he would 
truft to his Heels, for he was very nimble. Having fo laid, and 
-being left alone, he put himfelf into a Pofture to receive his for- 
midable Enemy, which being come within the calt of his Dart, he 
Jet it fly fo dexteroufly and with fuch Force, that he ftruck the 
Lyon through one Shoulder, which made the Monfter Roar, fhake 
‘its Mane, and leap furioufly from-fide to fide, tillit fell into the 
‘Pit, that bad been provided for that purpote; where the Vitto- 
rious Country-Man pierced it feveral limes with the other Dart, 
many Wounds being neceflary to deftroy fo potent an Adverfary, 
till_he made an end of the bloody Creature. 

There are many foris of Wild Beafls, which I do not mention, 
becanfe they are not very ftrange in their fhape, and will {peak of 
two, which are more remarkable for their Rarity. The firlt 4 
that they call, the wild Afs, being .as big as a good Mule, Far, ° 
Sleek and well Shap'd, only the Ears difgracing it, and from them 
shad the Name, tho’ in all other Retpedts it deferves not fo mean 
a Denomination. It is wild, but eafily tam’d, and what there 
are of them, are brought into Ethiopia, from certain Woods be- 
yond the Countries the Gallas are at prefent poflefi'd of The 
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molt remarkable thing in them, is the Curiofity wherewith they 
are by Nature diverfify’d, ftrip’d and painted, for acrofs the Loins 
they have a black Circle, which is, as it were, the beginning and 
foundation of the reft, for both_-ways from it there run other Cir- 
‘cles or Stripes intermix’d, the one Jet Black, the other Ath- 
colour’d, all of them fo proportionable, fo orderly, and uniform, 
fo equal in breadth and fo exact in length, that nothing can ex- 
“ceed it in the finelt Painting. And as this Creature’s Body either 
fpreads on the Back, or contracts on the Neck, Head and Legs, 
o thefe Circles or Stripes go on proportionably, as if Nature, 
when molt at leifure had undertaken to beautifie and fet it off, te 
humble others which bear nobler Names, but are much inferior 
to it in Perfection. The Emperor Saltan Segued, fent one of 
thefe asa Prefentto a Bafa of Suaghen, of whoman Indian Moor 
bought it for 2000 Chequins, to carry it to the Great Mogol, F, 


Emanuel d Almeyda fays, he prevail’d with the fame Emperor to- 


fend another to the Bafa of Swaghen, for his Civility to the Fefuirs, 

in their Paflage; and he carry’d it to Conffantinople, to the Great 
Turk, which gaind him a favourable Reception and difpatch of 
his Bufinefs, by reafon of the Rarity of the Prefent; for very 
` often valuable Gifts go farther in difpatch of Affairs than good 
Service. <` 
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Here is another Creature they call Giratacachem, fignifying Gipataca. 


Slender End, which feems to be the largeft Creature on the Earth 


»chem, or 


yet known, for it is much bigger than the Elephants, tho’ not fo Struthio-Ca+ 


rofs of Body. Men mounted on good Horfes eafily pafs under melus, 


. 


it; the Fore-legs being 12 Spins, or four Yards high, the Hind- 
Jegs fomewhat thorter ; the Neck Proportionableand long to reach 
the Ground and Graze, for that is its Food. I am of Opinion 
-this is the Serathio-Camelus, the Ancients {peak of, for as they 
Write, itis more like the Camel, than any other Creature. Thus 
anuch of the Beafts of the Earth, the Fifhes and Birds in Ethiopia 
are almolt the fame.as in Exrope. 
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Of the feveral forts of People iz this Empire, of their 
Features, Inclinations, and Habit, and of fome of 
their Cuftoms, as to Eating, their Marriages and: 
Behaviour towards the Dead. 7 . T 








T Having {poken briefly of the Climate, Product, and Animals 
of Ethiopia, we will now be more particular concerning the. 

main point, whichis the Men. Thefe Countries are inhabited 
by great variety of People, Chriftians, Adzhometans,. Fews and 
Gentiles, Thefe lalt for the molt part live in the Kingdom of 
Gojam, and are fome of them gazs, others Gafates, and many. 
Gallas, to whom the Emperor himfelf has there given confiderable 
Lands, as alfo in Dawbea, to make ufe of them in his Wars, 
againtt other Races of Gallas, who are more Barbarous and his 
Enemies. - ! 

There were always Fews in Ethiopia, from the Beginning ,with- ` 
out including thofe who came with AdZelileec, and iome of them 
have been converted to Chriltianity, and they formerly had large 
PefleMons of Lands, almoft all the Kingdom of Dambea, and the. 
Provinces of Ogara and Cemen; but the Empire being now drawn 
intoa narrower compafs by the Gallas, the Erhiepians have ftreight- 
ned the Fews, and drove them out by. Degrees. However in 
Cemen they defended themfelves molt couragioufly, being much 
aflilted by the great Height and.Cragginefs of their Mountains, 
¥yetthe Emperor Sultan Segued fubdu'd them of late Years, fo 
that the molt and beft of them being kill'd in fundry Encounters,, 
fuch as remain’d fubmitted to the Will of the Conqueror, or 
difpers’d thenvfelves into feveral Parts. OFf thefe there are many 
in Dambea, {ome were baptiz'd and live by Weaving, or elfe by 
making of Darts, Plows, and other fuch like Neceflaries, being 
arona TE 5 ‘ sigh 

“aaother fort _ Belides, betwixt the Emperors Dominionsand the Cafres dwell- 

3 oid ing near the River Wile, and now free from any A A hi to 
i the Empire, there are ftill many of thefe Fews, whom they there 
call: Falaxas, which fignifies, Strangers, and it may be fuppos’d, 

they alfo came into Ethiopia out of the Captivity of Salmanafar, 

or afterwards, when they were expell’d, at the Deftruction of 

Ferufalem by Titus and Vefpafan,and therefore the Aby/finians, tho? 

many 
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The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. — 
many of them were ‘alfo Fews, defcended from thofe who came 
with Melileec, the Son of the Queen of Sheba, by Salomon, al- 
ways treated them as Strangers, God fo ordering, that they 
fhould have no fettled Dwelling on the Earth, who would not 
receive the King of Heaven. Thefe have {till Hebrew Bibles, and 
fing the Pfalms very fcurvily in their Synagogues. . 


The next fort of People are Atahometans, who live throughout Mahome- 
all the Empire, intermixt with the Chriftians, and are almoft the tans. 


third Part of the Inhabitants of Ethiopia. Some of them live by 
Tillage, others are Factors, for no Chriltians being permitted to 
refort to the Sea-Ports, they are {ole Maiters of all the great Trade, 
and carry Gold to the Sea, whence in return, they bring Silks 
and Stuffs, and not being over Confcientious, they make their 
Advantage of this Factorthip, getting Eltates out of other Men’s 
Goods. 


As there are divers forts of Nations, fo is there alfo variety Zanguagese 


-of Languages, for the AZoors fpeak their own Arabick, the Fens, 

Hebrew, but with as much corruption in the Words, as there is in 
their Lives and Manners. They are moderate Eaters, but. exceed 
àn drinking, whether it be Wine, if they can come at it, or their 
Ale, call’d by them Sava, with quantity whereof they make 
amends for the want of better Liquor. 


Almoft all thefe People are underltanding and of good Difpo- Good difpo- 
--fitions, not cruel or bloody, eafie in forgiving of Wrongs, nor fitiexof the 
“have they many fallings out among them; and what they have People. 


are feldom decided by the Sword ; but for the moft part by Cufs 
and Cudgels. They are naturally very fubmiffive to Reafon and 
Juftice, and confequently upon any Quarrel, as foon as ever they 
have done Cudgelling, they put the matter toa Reference, of 
Jay it before the Lord of the Place; both fides pleading by word 


of Mouth, without our Tedious Bills and An{wers, which are fo 


many Volumes of Cheat and Frand, and when Judgment is 


given, they ftand to it without any Muttering, Reply, Difcon- No Lawyers. 


tent, or Appeal, and fo faveall the Noife and Babbling of Lawyers 
and Cofts of Sute. 7 


Inthe Kingdom of Tigre, they are not fo apt to forgive, if Revenge ae 
there beany Bloodefhed; but if a Man chance to be killd, the prfeadine/te 


Enmity continues betwixt the Kindred of the Dead Min, and 


the Patty who kill’d biim for many Years; which they call ha- j 


ving Blood betwixt them, and therefore that of the Slain, is not 
wath’d away, but by all that of the Slayer, or much of his Friends 
and Relations.. They are not free from Malice ; and are generally 
ight and unfteady, which is of very ill Confequence, and ap- 
peard in their changing to and oe the Catholick Faith, ae aA 
2 {fha 
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fhall fee hereafter, They are apt to Swear, and as ready to break 
their Oaths; and this Inconftancy, is the occafion of their fre- 
quent Rebellions, where the Mutinous bave the Remedy at hand, 
tor if they milcarry, they beg the Emperors Pardon, who readily 
grants it, and they are as good Friends as before, the’ the offence 
be never fo heinous. : 

A word now of their Habit. Within lef than 60 Years laft 
paf, none but the Emperor, and fome of his Kindred and. Favou= 
rites, were allow’d to wear any thing but Breeches, and a Piece 
of Cloth they cover themfelves with, and ferves formany ufes ; 
for inthe Day Time,it isa Cloak, and at Night a Blanket and 
Sheet, their Bed generally being only a Hide, they call Wete, 
which is inftead of a Quilt. There is fomethtng more of Curti- 
ofity in the Boulfter or Pillow, which isa fort of Woeden Fork 
call'd Bercuta, whereon they relt not their Head, which lies 
hollow, but the Neck, and this they do to avoid lying upon 
their Hair, it being curioufly drefs’d, as we fhall fee. This is 
hitherto the ufual Bed of all the greater number, and even con- 
fiderable Pecple; tho’ of late fome of the Prime Men have 
got their corded Couches, on which they lay the aforefaid Hides; 
and {ome of the Princes and greateft Lords have Zndia Quilts, 
broug!it them from the Ports of the Red Sea, with Silk Borders 
to them, and thofe who have two or three of thefe, keep their 
Beds in their outward Rooms, for the Couches ferve them in- 
{tead of Chairs, and on them they lay the two Quilts, that both” 
may be feen plainly, the Border of the one hanging down be- 
Yow the other, fo expofing both: to view, for the Grandeur of that 
Couch, like the Man Martial {peaks of, who endur’d the Diftem-- 
per of his Body, to thow the Richnefs of. his Bed. 

The Breeches and Piece of C!oth I mention’d above, are at 
prefent the Habit of the common fort; thofe who are better to 
Habit of the pafs wear a fort of Indian Banyan'’s Velt, not quite open, but 
better fort. only to the Wale, and clofed with fmall Buttons. They have 

little Collars, and the Sleeves very ftreight and long, fo that they 
lie in gathers on the Arms, and thefe they call Shirts, tho’ in 
reafity they are not fo. They are generally made of a fort 
of Cambaya Callicoes, or of a blue Stuff. brought from thence, 
like a Fultian; and over them they wtar fine Ethiopian 
Cloth, or Silk, few’d together im the. middle, without any 
other Fafhion, Some of the richer great Men, make thofe 
Shirts of Tafteta, or Sattin, or Damask, and have Turki/h Velis 
of Velvet, or Brocard of Mesca, and thefe wear no Cloth over 
‘ahem, that they may. fhow: their Silks, ‘ 


Habit, and 
Beds.. 
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the Afoorifh Fafhion, reaching down to their Feet and wrink- 
led, and thefe from the Knee downward are made of Damask: 
or Velvet 3-but all above that being hid under the Velt, they 
all, and even the Emperor himfelf, agree it is fo much Siik loft, 
and therefore they makethem of courfe Cloth, which is often 
feen as they fit-down; but they never trouble themfelves about 
{uch Niceties’; fo free- are they from that Vanity, which reigns 
among us, of wearing Silks upon Silks, fome outwardly for O- 
(entation, and others underneath meerly for Superfluity. But 
as thefe Breeches of the better fort are clofe, fo thole of the other 
People are after the old Fafhion, as wide at bottom as at the 
top, which is very cumberfome, and thus they are generally very 
ill drefs'd and awkward. 


We mult fpeak.one word of their Hair, which is the cover- Dreffing of- 
iog for the Head, both of Men and. Women, and which they Hair - 


much value themfelves upon.. They let it grow, tho’ it will not 
be of any great length, but-being frizly and thin, they have 
many ways of ordering it, efpecially the Men, for the Women 
Jeave all loofe but the tore part, whereas the Men braid and make 


it up after feveral Fafhions; and to this purpofe they keep it well ` 


daub’d with Butter, whichis all the {weet Effence and Perfume 
they have, never regarding, as we do, that [trong Scent of greafie 
Hair, fall of Dut. And thofe People having much idle Time, 


they fpend the greatelt part of the Day in that Employment; » 


but we have little occafion now to reflect upon the Ethiopians on 
this account, when fo many Hours are among us facrific'd to 
{fuch Follies. 


IH Company. was ever reckon'd a contagious Diltemper, which Errorsof Be~ 
eafily infects thofe who are near it, and if this be of long ftand- thiopians. - 


ing; itis not eafity to be curd. The Abyfiniass live among 
Mahometans and Gentiles and their Errors are of that fort the 
Prophet {peaks of, when he fays, They are e/tranged from the Wow, 
Pialm 58, and 3. for as. we fhall fee hereafter, before they 
became. Chriftians, they obferv’d the Law of Mofes, and 
fince they embrac’d the Faith of Chrif, they never fincerely re- 
nounc’d the Fewi/h Perverienels; whence it comes, that they Cir- 
cumcife themielves to this Day, as the Mahometans do, who live 
among them, and even the Gentiles of Exrhiopia, that they may net 
be affronted with the Name of Uncircumcifed. 


And even in the manner of Baptizing their Children they cons pipri 


_form’d to what the Old Law prefcrib’d to Women, touching their 


coming to the Temple to be pprify’d ; for they Chriflen’d the 
Males on the 40th Day, and the Females on the Soth, nor would 


tey- 








The Breeches worn by the prime Men of Quality, are after Breeches, 
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they admit them to Baptifm before thofe Days, even in cafe of 
Neceflity ; nay, at the Time when they receiv'd the Faith of Rome 
by the preaching of the Fathers of the Society, they very unwil- 
lingly forbore Circumcifion, fo prevalent are ill Cuftoms when 
they have once taken Root. $ \ 
Sitting and They generally fiton the Ground; the Great Men on Carpets, 
Ratings and the reilt on Mats, and therefore their Tables are low, and all 
round, on which they have no Table-Cloths, much lefs any Nap- 
kins; but they wipe their Fingers on Apas, which is a fort of 
Bread they make of feveral forts of Meal, as Wheat, Millet and 
Peas. The Table is cover’d with thefe Apes, and on them, with- 
. out any other Plaies or Difhes, the Meat is laid, whether it be 
Roaltor Raw, as they Eat it; but ifthey happen to have any 
Hen or Mutton Broth, or their ufual Pap, wherein they dip 
their Apas, thefe Things are fervd up in Blick Earthen Por- 
‘gingers, cover'd with thofe they cail Efcambias, being like Caps 
made of fine Straw; and this is the ufual Service at all, and 
even the Emperors Table: So that what was look’d upon as a 
Rarity in Sicily, at the Table of King Agathocles, who valu’d 
himfelf upon Eating vut of Earthen Ware, is here ufual at the 
Table of thefe Emperors, with only this difference, that Agatho- 
cles, tho’ he had much Gold was ferv’din Earthen Ware, in Me- 
mory of his Father, who had been a Potter ; whereas thefe whe 
think themfelves to exceed the Sun in Nobility, delight in Gold, 
but Eat out of Earthen Ware. č 
They always Eat Beef raw, and call it Beriads, this being the 
Meat they moft delight in, which they Salt and Pepper very well, 
if they have it; and the better fort, if they can get the Gaul of 
the Bealt that is kill’d, think they have a great Dainty. To make 
the molt of that delicious Sauce, they beat the Piece of Beef they 
have before them very well, and fqueeze out that Savoury Juice 
on it, and when well foak’d in, they Eat it, and their Palate is fo 
Eņurd to that Gaul, that nothing relifhes better with them. But 
they find yet another {tranger Dainty in the Beaft, which is taken 
from the fine(t Part of the Filth in the Guts, feafon’d with Salt 
and Pepper, which ferves them inftead of the belt Muftsrd, and is 
reckon’d a moft.curious Sauce, call’d by them AZanta ; but only- 
Princes and very great Perfons can attain this Royal Dith, becaute 
it requires much Pepper, which all Men have not. 
‘ad As plain and as ordinary as thefe their Difhesare,it.cofts them no 
M {inall Pains to Drefs them; for having no Milis, they are fain to 
rel ie: grind all Things by Hand, which Work is fo peculiar to the Wo- 
men, that even the meaneft MaleSlaves will not do it upon any Ac- 
„count, A’Woman Grinds as much daily as.will make go or 50-4pas, 
Dane which 
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“which muttbe made every Day, for they are good for nothing 


the Day after, and confequently it is a great ‘Toil, and requires 
many Slaves and much Wood, to make the pas they Eat and 
the Ale they Drink. Thefe are the Mills one bsalted of, faying, 
that the Emperor had 500 of them in his Camp, and he might 
well have faid 3000, for it plainly appears this proceeds from 
want of Indultry, rather than Grandeur, 


> Their Wine is none of the celebrated Chios or Falernum, but Li 


made of 5 or 6 Parts Water putinto a Jar, with one part of Ho- 
ney, and a handful of parch'd Barley, which makes it ferment ; 
then they add fome Bits of-a fort of Wood they call Sarde, which 
fo peers it, that in or 6 Days it lofes the fullomenefs of the 
“Honey, and tho’ it be not fo well tafted as our Wine, is more 
-wholefome. : They never Drink whilit they are Eating, but after 


-allsis taken away, as many of the Antients usd .to do, who. - 


brought in the’ Goblets when. the Difhes were remov'd,.and this 
the Erhiopians do to fuch excels, that it is wonderful to think how 
they can hold fo much; fo that, tho’ this Wine is very weak, yet 
the quantity makes it have the fame Effect as the belt in Europe, 
-fòr turning the Brain, making the Tongue run, and weakning 
tlie Legs: 20.00 ei ee E 


“As for their Marriages, thèy contracted: them till our Days, in Marriagess ~ 


>fuch manner, ‘that they were fot really valid, becaufe they did 
tit with a tacit; or expreis Content, that they might part whenfo- 
ever the Mun and Wile happen’d to difagree, and they there gave 
Security for Performance, The Principal Motives for parting were 
‘the Breach of Matrimonial Vows on either fide, want of Chil- 
dren, or Strife among themfelves, and this la{t being very frequent 


among Married People, Divorces are as common. But as to ' 


the Point of Breach of Faith they eafily reconcil’d it, the Offender 
giving fome of his Goods to the Party wrong, and hence it is, 
that Married People have cach of them thetr own Chattels and 
their Lands apart, and if they Eat together, each brings what they 


have drefs'd, tuch are their Marriages. 


The Reconciliation is not fo eafy, if the Quarrel be on account piworces. 


of Diflike, or Contention at Home: In this Cafe they repair to 
the Judge, to whom thefe Caufes belong, and there being only a 
Verbal Procefs it is foon decided, and as foon as Judgment given, 
they:are both Free-and may Marry where they pleafe, fo that the 


Ethiopians. are fooner reconcil’d to a Wife defawd by Adultery. . 
than toa peevith one. The Fefuits took no {mall Pains to ree - 
duce thefe People to contract Marriages after the true Catholick ` 


manner, by realon this Error had prevail’d for fo many Ages, 
and this was one of the Caufes why they afterwards fell ee 
~ ; is y 





EE E 
j- p P l 
j i 4 Ay : 





= = 


SER 


sE ; SA7 
pS ae es e : 
~~. OF FR ` e MA A 




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































44 


Duties to the 
_ Dead, 
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They bewail their Dead for many Days together, beginning 
their Lamentations very early in the Morning, and holding on’ 


-till the Day isfar advanced. There the Parents, Kindred, and 


Friends of the Party deceas'd meet, with many Women Mourners, 
like the ancient Prefice, among the Greeks and Romans who were 


“hird for the Solemnity of that Lamentation, which among the 


Abyffinians is done to the Beat of Drums, clapping their Hands, 


ftriking their Breafts and Faces, and uttering fuch difmal Ex- 


prefions, ina doleful Tone, that they torment the Head, and 
grieve the Heart. They bring to the Place of Mourning the Dead 
‘Perfons Horfe, if he had any, his Launce, hisShield, his Cloaths 
and other Weapons. They bury the Dead in the Churches, and 
make their Offerings to the Clergy, who fay their Pfalms and 
„other Prayers for them. They alfo make Offerings to the Churches, 
and beftow Alms on the Poor, killing Cows to divide among 
them, with abundance of pas and Wine, which they do the 
-3d, theyth, the 3oth and the goth Days, and at.the YearsEnd ; 
and yet they deny'd Purgatory, but were eafily convinced, by 
-their own Prayers and Alms offer’d for the Dead. 


sLamentations When they receive the News of the Death of any near Rela- 


tion, or of their Lord, or their Lord’s Son, or Daughter, they 


immediately cał themfelves on the Ground, with fuch heavy 


falls that fome die of them, others are maim’d, and others come 
-of with broken Heads, Arms, or Legs. Thofe who do not thus 
_ca(t themfelyes on the Ground, are look’d upon as difaffected to 
the Deceas'd: The Gafates inttead of falling down, beat them- 
felves and wound their Heads and Arms, of which Follies, I 


sknow not which is the moft tolerable, 
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Of the Cuftom obferv’d by the Abyfline Emperers, of 
-~ ` keeping their Sons in the Fortre/s of Amba-Guexen ; 
the Defcription of that Place, and of the Ceremonies 
usd in taking them out from thence to be promoted to 


the Throne. 


— eS 





A Mons the other molt remarkable. Cuftoms in Ethiopia, there occafion im- 
4 was one relating to the Emperors: Sons, which being very prifoning of 
fingular, fhall be here taken notice of.. About the Year 1260, Princes. 


an Emperor call’d Jghunu Amalac, who then rcigu'd in Evhiopia 
had Five Sons, or Nine according to others, to whom the Father, 
before his Death, very earneftly recommended Unity among them- 
felves, and being willing to leave them equal in their Taheritance, 
fince they were equal in Parentage, order’d they fhould all Reign 
aliernatively, every one his Year, beginning with the Eldeft. and . 
{o defcending, according to their Ages. So they did for fome Years, 
but not many, for the World was always the fame, and there is 
none that will admit of any Partner in Empire, becaufe Majelly 
is not divifible, as has been found by Experience. 
~ Accordingly it*bapied, that the Youngelt of thefe Princes had 
not Paiience enough to wait fo long for his Year of Government. . 
His Name was Free-Hecan, and he was the more provok’d to fee | 
that thofe who had govern’d did Eat together at the fame Table, 
and he with the rc, whole turn of ruling was not yet come, 
“were left to the fecond Table, and were to go out into another 
Room to wath their Hands, becaufe it is look’d upon as ill man- 
ners in Ethiopia to walh their Hands before their Betters. Thefe 
things put the Prince upon contriving, how he might once come 
by the Empire, withour being fubject to {uch Changes and alter- 
nating. Thefe Thoughts poffeifing hts Breaft, he could not reft, 
but not knowing how to afcend the Throne fooner, he refolv’d- 
that when his turn came, he would put an end to that Cere- 
mony of Annual Government, like that the Greeks feign’d of the 
Theban Brothers. ; 
~ Tr being very hard to conceal a mighty Defign, without im- 
parting it to fomebody; this Prince at length communicated his 
Refolution to a Friend, acquainting him in Secret, That when it 
was his Year to Reign, he ee {eize all his Brothers, and a 
i thun 
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them into a yery {trong Amba, being one of thofe naturall For- 
treffes we have before fpoken of, where he would fecure them for 
ever coming out, that fo he might perpetuate the Empire in him- 
{elf. There is no Secret that deferves the Name, after it has once 
broke out of the Brealt where it lay conceal’d; noris there any 
Caufe to complain of being betray’d by another, when a Man 
could not Keep his own -Secrets The unfortunate Pree-Hecan was 
taken jn bis own Snare, like the improvident Perfon the Prophet 
jpeaks of, who fell into the Pit he had made, Pfal. 7. 16; 

It happened thet the Friend he entrufted, immediately acquaint- 
ed the Brother then reigning with the Secret. He confidering the 
Danger he wasin, and liking the Contrivance, concluded that 
the natural Fortrels of Amba. Guexen, was very fit for that pur- 
pofe, and before he could be feized himfelf, clapt up not only the 
projecting Brother, but allthe rett with him; and foon after put 
his own Sons into the fame Place, for Ambition is jealous even 
of them, as was feen formerly in Herod, and at this Day in the 
Barbarous Cuftom obferv’d by the Ottoman Family, and many o- 
ther wicked Tyrants, who think not any Power fecure, unlefs it 
be cemented with Blood. A4eréator in his Map of Ethiopia, and 
Fobnfon in his, call this Mountain where the Princes were kept 
‘Amara, but they were mifinform’d, for the Name of it is Ambae 

Gueeen, tho’ the Kingdom it {tands in is Amara. 
That Cuflam _ This Cultom was obfervd in Erhiopia for 200 and odd Years, 
aérogated, tili the Emperor Wahed, Father to Onac-Segued, who was the 
lalt Prince of that Country, that came out of the Penitential Life 
of Amba-Guexen, broke it off, upon the following occafion. He 
had a Son, he doated on betwixt Eight and Nine Years of Age. 
This innocent Child being one Day by his Father, a great Man 
of the Court, who was a Privy Councellor, and happen’d to be 
prefent, faid to the Emperor, Sir, this Child is grown very big; but 
he who was no Chrid in Capacity, underftanding what that 
€ouncellor’s Obfervation tended to, and as it were ftruck to the: 
Heart with the Expreffion, fixing his Eyes full cf Tears on his 
Father, faid, What, am I grown np for Amba-Guexen? Thefe 
words fo fenfibly affected the Emperor, that aflembling the great 
Men of his Court and Privy Councellors immediately, he took. 
an Oath in their Prefence, and-made them Swear, that no Son of 
his, or any other Emperor fhould ever be put into that Prifon ;. 
and this has been punctually obferv'd ever fince, as the Fathers, 
` wbo have beenin Ethiopia do teltifie, and that the Emperor Sudan: 
Segued, who died in the Year 1632; as we {hall fee hereafter, 
had feveral Sons, and never thought of {hutting them up in that 
Prifon, 
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Prifon, that Cuftom of confining the Princes being wholly a- 
bolifhrd. 





This is the Reafon, the. greate(t Statefmen agree in this Point Wicked Po- 


. of Politicks, that a King in many Cafes, is to behave himfelf, licy. 
even towards his own Children, rather as a publick Perfon, than ` 
as a Father; and tho’ innocent Princes fuer in that Place, yet 
when the Dillemper is dangerous, it is allow'd to cut off a Limb, 
rather than hazard the whole Body, notwithftanding the Mem- 
ber mult be taken off where it is found; for Tacitus An, lib. 14. 
well obferves, great Evils can fcarce be redrefs’d without fome 
Injuttice, but the publick Advantage makesameads for the wrong 
done to private Perfons. So that confidering the Inconttancy of 
the Abyfinians, and their Aptnefs to fet up new Princes, pro- 
vided they be of the Blood Royal, it wasa very prudent Practice 
to keep them fo confin’d, tho’ very uneafie to them. 

We will now defcribe the Place, where thofe unfortunate 
Princes were fhut up. Oa the Borders of the Kingdom of Ama- 
hara, next to that of Xaoa, ftands that Amba; which they call 
Guexen, being an impregnable Mountain, Perpendicular, like a 
natural. Fortrefs of folid Rock. The breadth of it on the top, 
along the Slope of the Rock, may be about half a League, but 
at the Foot it is half a Days Journey about. The Height is fo 
great, that a Stone caft out of fling by the ftrongelt Arm, will 
mot reach the top. The. Afcent, tho’ not fo dificult at frit 
afterwards grows fo painful, that even the Cows, which in this” 
- Country skip like Goats, cannot get up, or down, unlefs hoift- 
‘ed with Ropes, or Thongs. At the top of this way ftood a Houfe 
Duilt with Stone and Clay, and Thatch’d, like all others, being 
the Habitation of the Guards of thofe wretched Princes, who 
liv'd there asif: they had been Enchanted. In the midit cf the 
Plain, on the top, there are two Pools, being the Work of Na- 
‘ture, with Springs of their own, one of which ferves to drink 
_and the other for wathing. 





Ainba-Guex= 


_ To render this Prifon yet more intolerable, itis tobe obferv’d, ss Barrenefs, 
thatthe Country. being all craggy, there is no Fruit-Tree to be = 


found throughout it, nor any other, except fome Wild Cedars, 
and a few Shrubs and Bufhes, no other fort growing there to 
fwreeten the Bitternefs of that Confinement. Slote by -one of 
thofe Pools, a Hill rifes, on which there are two Churches, the 
‘one Dedicated to God the Father, the other under the Invocation 
-of the Blefled Virgin. Near to them live fome of their Religious 
Men, and {ome Depteras, who are as it were Canons, or bene- 
ficd Clergy-men and Chanters of the faid Churches. Formerly 
there were about 14 of thofe eo Men, there are {till Six or 


2 ~ Seven, 


"~ 
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Seven, the Depreras having Families of Wives and Children, are 

always more numerous.. 
Poor dwell- By what has been faid it fufficiently appears that the Retreat of 
ings for Prin- Amba Guexen was not very comfortable, yet there the Poor Princes 
ceSe refided, dwelling in little Houfes of Stone and Clay, lin’d on the 
Infide with Straw. At the firk fhutting-of them up there, they 
were promis’d the 3d pairt of the Revenues of all the Empire; 
but time convincd them, how eafie it isto promile that which ig 
never defign’d to be pertorm’d; for they had only fome Lands a- 
bout their Prifon affiyn d them, 

There alfo liv’d fome Perfons of Note on Amba-Guexen, and o- 
thers near to it, who reliev’d one another, being as it were their 
Stewards, and at the fame time watch’d and obferv’d- them fo 
fridtly, that no Creature whatfoever was permitted to come near’; 
nor was there any Meflage, or Letter deliver’d to them, but what 
was fir(t examin’d by thefe fevere Goalers, who, purfuant to the 
fevere Rules there obferv'd, kept thefe dittrefled Penitents fo much 
under, that they would not allow them to wear any better Cloaths 
than the ordinary, which were of Cotton, for fear felt the mend- 
ing of their Garb thould infpire them with greater Thoughts. 

An Inflance _ Yt was there reported, touching this Point, that one of thefe 

af ito nice Guards feeing ene of the Princes better clad than was allow’d 
by the Rigour of the Law, he not only reprov’d him and acquaint- 
ed his Father, but-it feems he lay’d violent Hands on him, that 
it might be a warning to him never to think of fuch Cloaths any 
more, untefs he. would have the Seams fo fettled again. Ft hap- 
pened, that a few Years after, that fame Prince came to'be Em- 
peror, and the Keeper remembring what he hid done, took care 
to fecure him(elf, for fear of falling into his Hands whom he had 
{o roughly handled. But the Emperor, who had not forgot how 
he had been treated, catis’d him to be fought out and brouglit 
before him; and he full of Dread and Apprehention, calt him- 
felf at his Prince’s Feet, begging Pardon for his Offence. The 
Emperor bid him sife, and cats’d him to be Richly clad. in re- 
turn for the good Cloaths he had forbid him, giving him a Goid 
Bracelet of great Value, and faying, You did your Duty well, and 
fervd your Mafter faithfully, go back.to your Employment and exea 
cute it with the fame Zeal. This Emperor doubtlefs acted like a 
Difcreet and not a revengeful Man ; vet this Paffige fhow’d, how 
natural itis for Men to alter their Minds, as they change their 
Conditions; for he thought it fit-to have others treated in the 
fame, manner as he had miflik’d himfelf. 


Their rigid 
Reftraint. 
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What has been here faid, plainly fhews the Hardthips were 
undergone in that Confinement, whercof nev erthelefs +. Urreta 
writ fo many Fables, as if he would perfwade us there had 
been another Terreftriak Paradife conceal’¢ in that Place, but 
` this is the real Truth we have here deliver’d, as many Religious 
Men of the Society teltifie, and may be feen in F. Francis Al- 
varez's Book, chap. 56. And F. Emanuel d Almeyda, who acta- 
ally Jaw what we here defcribe, adds, thatif this mba be com- 
pard to many others there are in Erhiopia, there will be above 


roo found that exceed it in all Points, as being much higherand 


more difficult of Accefs, having more and better Water wihin 
them, and containing larger and more fruitful Fields, for thole 
on this Amba produce nothing but Beans, Barley, and {ome 
Wheat ; whereas others are much more fertile and better; all that 
. made this more or lefs fortunate, was its being the appointed 
Prifon for thofe innocent Penitents,which caus’d it to be more talk’d 
of bothin Erhiopia and without it. 

‘We will next relate, in what manner they drew out of this 


Place of Captivity, the Prince that was to fucceed the Emperor Manner of ` 
Deceas'd,. which was done after long Confultation, and much en- taking out rhe 


49 


quiry made into the Behaviour of him that was to be Enthron’d. Prince to be 


As foon as it was refoly’d, which of them it was to be, the Go- Eathron’ds « 


vernor or Wice-Roy of the Kingdom of Tigre march’d with fome 
Forces, and encamp’d at the Foot of the Amba, then he and the 
Principal Men prefent went up, and -entring the Cell of the 
Prince they had pitch’d upon, puta fort of Gold Pendant into 
his Ear, which they call Belul, and was the Token of his E- 
_Je&ion. This done they fent: word: to- the other Princes, who 
“all met there to own the new Emperor and Congratulate him ; 
which they could not but do with much Regret, fince all of 
‘them expecting fome: happy Hour to be deliver'd from’ that 
Pargatory, they faw one go out to Reign, whillt they were con- 


tinud in Mifery, without any hopes of finding the. leat Gome-~ 


iniferation for Sighs and Tears. 
` The new Emperor being gone. down, the Governors march’d 


out with all. the Army touneet him, and as foon as they came His 


near, alighted all together, pon a Signal by him given, mount- 
- ed again, and taking him into the midit of them, conducted him 
. with abundance of Mufical In@ruments, as Drums, Waites, 
and: KettlesDrums, and many other Tokens of Joy, after the 


-manner.of the Country, to his Royal Tent, which they call De- 


bana, where he alighted within, and all the ret without it. 
Then a dignify’d Clergy-mman, whom they call Seraje Afacare, a- 


nont 


~ 


ted him with Sweet-Oyl, whilft the others Sang Palms. - 
i This + 


Oronz- — 



















































pwuse 


č 


4 


















































































































































































































































r 























n Ter a N 
A V2 aan Ne 






































The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 


This done, they clad him in the Royal Robes, and placd on his 
Head the Crown, confifting of feveral Pieces of Gold and Silver, 
fixd on a Thing like a Hat, on the top whereof was a Crofs, 
Next they put a naked Sword into his Hand to denote Jultice, 
and feated him on the Regal Throne. Then the Ker Ace, who is 
his firt Chaplain got up on a high Place and made Proclamation, 
We have canfed fuch a one to Reign. As foon as this was heard, 
the Standers by and all the Army and other People, made great 
Acclametions of Joy, and all came in order to kifs his Hand. 
This is the Truth of what was pra&tis’d touching the Con- 
finement of the Princes of Ethiopia and the Election of their Em- 
E- Urreta perors; and all the ret that was invented and Printed by F. 
condemned. Urreta, is to be look’d upon as the Produét of a Head bent to- 
wards making of Fables, and fruitful in Fictions. Unlefs it 
be that the {aid Author intended to fhow the World how fuch 
an Election ought to be manag’d, affigning Rules and Cerc- 
monies for the performing of it, as was done by Xenophon, who 
writ the Life of his renowned Cyras, not as he really livd, 
but as he ought to have done; to give the World a Pattern of 
an accomplifh’d Prince, as there had been many of Tyrannical 
Kings. 


Cor ay Poe 


The manner how thefe Emperors take and declare their 
Empreffes, and of the Government of the Abyffine 
Empire, 


. T HE Common Enemy of Mankind has always endeavour’d to 
Tolyzamy of introduce Loofenefs of Life and Behaviour in all Parts, where 
the Emperors. Jonorance in Matters of Faith has prevail’d. In Erhiopia, as well 
as many other Parts of the World, the ill Cuftom has always been 
. practie’d from great Antiquity, of the Emperors having feveral 
Wives, all of them reputed Lawful, befides others unlawful; 
which evil Cuftom is fo ancient in this Erhiopia, that it feems to 
have been brought by Melileec from Ferufalem, as learnt of his 
Father Solomon, when he went thither to vifit him, as fhall be 
daid hereafter. . 
And 
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And notwith@anding F. Francis Alvarez writes of the Emperor Fran. Alva- 
Onag Segued, who was firft call’d David, in whofe Days the faid Tez contra- 
Father went into that Country, that he had not many Wives, iede, 
either the Father was mifinform’d, or this might be fo when he 
artiv’d there 3 for it is evident by the Account the Fathers of the 
Society had feveral Times from the excellent Prince Raz Sella 
Chriffos, of whom we fhall often have occafion to {peak, that he 
had many, and fome of them Gentiles, to pleafe whom, like his 
Ancettor Solomon, he confented to have~Idols for them in his, 

Court: So that on one fide was the Church of God, and on the 
other the Heathen Pagod, fo vilely are they miflead, who having 
the Regal Power, fufter themfelves to be blinded by Affection. 

As for thofe Emperors marrying the Daughters of A¢chometan Thole Empe 
ot Pagan Kings, or other Great Men, caufing them firit to be Bap- pors 7 FEA 2 
tizd, “it was fo common, that even King James, brought one, ph. eo Al 
Daughter to the Moori King of Adea, with a defign to Marry of Mahone- 
her, and treated her as a Wife, but that he dy’d before they were tans and: 
united by Matrimony, as is teftify’d by F. Peter Pays, who was Pagans. 
then at the Court.. 

Thofe they generally marry’d were the Daughters of Subjects of 

Noble Families, whereof there are many in the Kingdom of Tigre 
and fome other Provinces; yet fometimes they did not Regard 
their Quality, but rather their Natural Endowments, faying, that 
the Wives Birth adds nothing to the Emperor, and fhe is tuffict- 
ently ennobled by being preferr’d to his Bed. When any of thele 
Ladies was pitch’d upon, fhe was brought to Court, and there Fheir Mupti- 
Kept in the Houfe of fome of the Emperors Kindred, that they a 
might be the better acquainted with her good Qualities. Being 
fatisfy'd as to them, the Emperor and fhe went together to Church 
on a Sunday, to hear Maf and receive the Blefled Sacrament, alÉ 
the Court being in their bett Apparel upon that Occafion. From 
the Church they both return’d to the Palace, where the Abana. 
who is as it were their chief Bithop, usd to perform the Matrimo- 
nial Ceremonies.’ Then the Emperor dind at his Table alone, as- 
‘he always docs, without being feen by any Body, as will be de- 
clared hereafter : The Queen din’d in another Room with many. 
Ladies, and the Clergy-men and Depteras were nobly treated im 
others. 

This is as to Eating, for in order to Drink they all conftantly 
meet every Day, tho’ at great Entertainments there is more plenty +p, pyc. 
of Wine and a greater number of Guells. The Cufom as to this; jinsent, 
particular is, to. place in the middle of the Tioperial Chamber i 
many. Pots of Liquor, leaning again{t certain Wreaths of Straw, 

for the cafier pouring of it out, and the.Cups: go round, begin- 
m ' ring 
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ning with the Emperor and Emprefs, both which haye a Curtain 
_ drawn before thenwhen they Drink, that they may not be feen, 
and fo down to the reft, according to their Quality. Whiltt they 
‘Dripk,-and fometimes with the Cup in their Hands, they Dit- 
courfe and tell feveral Stories, as long as the Liquor lafts for as 
foon as that is out, there igan end of the Company; but it feldom 
fails in the King’s Lodgings till the Niglit is well advane'd and 
‘Sleep comes on, when every one drops where he 1s, and fo the 
Fealt ends, but there is no Liquor left. 
Thus the Nuptial Solemnity concludes ; but the Emprefs has 
not yet the Title of Zrigae, which is her Highnels, or Majelty. In 
TheEmprefs’s order to receive this Title, fome Days or Months after, as the Eme 
Title, peror pleates, the Queen comes from her House to the Palace, for 
her Houle is always feparated from his, and within another En- 
cclofure, the? near at Hand, and fitting down near the Emperor's 
Throne, which is his Couch, on a Step tomewhat bigb, fhe is 
there clad in rich Apparel, and then one of the Principal dignify’d 
:Clergy-men in the Court goes out into the Court, and ftanding 
upon a Chair as making Proclamation, utters thefe Words with a 
Joud Voice: Anagafna Danguecera Chem; which figmify, We have 
causd our Slave to Reign: Which all the People prefent anfwer 
witb loud Acclamations, and from thence forwards they give her 
the Title of Ethié, or Highnefs. 

It is to be obferv’d, that as long as the Emperor’s Mother lives, 
Emprefs if fhe was Emprefs and Wife to the Emperor Geceas’d, the Wife 
Bewager of the Emperor actually Reigning is not call’d Erhié, but that Ho- 
honour’ de nour is always given to the Old One;infomuch, that not only 

the Wife of the new Emperor, but he bimielf, tho’ he be not her 
Son, calls her Mother, and Hononrs her as if fhe were really 
Ioien } : r 
They never Crown her, nor was it ever practifed with any 
Great Men .Qacen of Ethiopia. As for a’Scepter, the Emperors themfelves ufe 
el! Deacons none ; and as for what {ome have faid, that a Crols was the Scep- 
ter of the Emperors of Ethiopia, it was a miltake ; for tho’ they 
carry d a, litle Crofs-in their Hands, they did it not asa Token of 
Empire, but of their being Deacons, which Order they all of them 
receiv 'd, as did moltof the Great Men, that they might mot in the 
Churches be left without the Curtains, or Chappels, as Lay-Men 
are always, and Communicate there, but that they might go in 
and receive with the Clergy. i 
That {ort of Proclamation above mention’d, viz. We have causd 

Ethiopians 4 Slave to Reign, may feem odd to any Siranger ; but is fo utual 
calPd theEm-in Ethiopia, that whenfoever the Emperor betiows on-any Man, 
perors Slavese tio it be one-of his own Brothers, any Employment, which they 

í - ‘ call 
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“call Xumete, the Honour is always attended with that great Ex- | 


preflion: We have conftituted fuch a One our Slave, Viceroy, or Go- 
vernour, of fach a Kingdom, or fuch a Province. Thefe are the 
Words of the Proclamation. They tell us of a Portuguexe among 
the Aby/finians, who having receivd fome fuch Honour from the 
Emperor, and not liking the Title of Slave to the Monarch of E- 
thiopia, being born inia Country where the Kings call their Sub- 
jeGs Children, he ofter’d a great Sum to the Cryer, that he might 
‘not call him Slave, but barely fuch a one, which the Officer durit 
not do; and the Reafon of it is, becaute the Emperor looks upon 
them all as Slaves, and they do not think it any undervaluing to 
-them to be fo. — $ 
- There ts but one only Sovereign who Rules and Governs in the 


Provinces and Kingdoms we have faid belong to this Empire, nor 47 Lands at 
has he any other King under him; for be of Dancali, who is a "$ ARI 


Mahomeran, and he ot Gingiro, who is a Heathen, are not properly 
“Subjects, nor pay any Tribute to the Emperor, tho’ as_to a power- 
ful Neighbour they refpect and in {ome manner acknowledge him 
- for their Superior. He takes and gives all the Lands at Pleafure- 
_ yet in the Kingdom of Tigre particularly, there are fome, the 
Dominion whereof he never takes from certain Families, defcend= 
ed from the ancient Poffeflors, Such are thofe of the Barnagaes, 
and the Yvmos, or Governors of Seraoé, Syré, Temben and others, 
So in Dambea, the Power of the Cantiba never departs from the 
Race of the ancient Poffeffors ; but the Emperor once in two Years, 
or every Year, or half Year, takes thefe Commands from fome 
Perfons, and beltows them on others of the fame Families, accord- 
ing to their Merits, or his Pleafure. | 
_ The worlt of it is, that not only thefe but all other Govern? 


ments in his Kingdoms and Provinces, are rather fold than given ; AU Com- 
for no Man has them Without paying down as much as he expects 248 fold. 


he can make by them and be a Gainer. Now the Candidates be- 
ing many, they generally carry the Polts who bid moft, and thus 
they give more than they are honeftly worth; fo that to fave 
themielves they devour the People, and fell inferior Pofts and 
Commands to the highelt Bidders, and thus all Things here are 
expos'd,to Sale; and thefe Great Men being Lords and Judges, and 
having abfolute Power over the Lives and Fortunes of the Subjects, 
they are generally more like Robbers than Governours. 
Tt is true there liesan Appeal from them to the Supream Courts 


` a d ye. 
and the Emperor, but there are few that dare Appeal, which is oe Op. 
and preffors. 


declaring themfelves the Governor’s or Viceroy’s Enemies, 
then they fear he may find fome Apecious pretence to undo them: 
When the Governor’s Command a expird, which fhould feem to 
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be a proper Time to bring in any Complaint againft him, either 
by Favour or Corruption he prevails with the Emperor to put out 
a Proclamation again(t laying any fuch Information againft him, 
or any of his Family for any thing they have done: And thus by 
means of this Jubilee, and entire Remiffion of theirs and the Sins 
of others, all the Outrages and Extortions committed are bury‘d 
in Oblivion. This 1s all the Account thofe Governors are call'd 
to for their Adminiflration, and fo eftablifn’d among them, that 
they look upon itas no Sin, or take any Care to Redrefs it; but - 
if any one 1S {candaliz’d at it, they fay, This fame is and ever was 
the Form of Government in their Country, and it will canfe 
great Troubles to alter it ; {o tenacious are Men of ancient Cu- 
ftoms, that they will rather be in the wrong their own way, than 
ftand corrected by others. 

There was formerly under the Emperor a high Dignity they 
oe call’d Betendet, which imports, the Beloved, or the Favourite, 
gees rea and there were two fo honour'd, the one of the Left and the other 
i PP ofthe Right Hand. Thefe two had all the Power of Government, 
for the Emperor {poke to no Man, nor would he fuffer himfelf to 
be feen but by very few ; and thofe two Beteudets did all Things. 
But of late Years the Emperors are grown more familiar, and fuf- 
fer themfelves to be feen and talkd to by all Men; by which 
means they have found they had no ufe for that high Dignity, 
becaufe the two Bereundets were Kings, and the Emperor had only 
the Name, for whrch Reafon they fupprefs‘d the Charge 3 inftead 
tg _. -whereot they conftituted another callda Raz, which fignifies-Head s 
De, Mini- pecaufe he who has that Employment is next the Emperor, Heat 
hak of all the great Men in the Empires he is firit Counceilor: and 

Prime Minifter, both in Civil and Military Affairs, and is Gene- 
ralifimo, as Commanding forthe molt Pa in all Wars of any 
Moment. > 

Next under bim is another they call Bellatinoche Goyta, which 

LordStemara, fignifies Lord’of the Servants, being like a Lord Steward, and he 
* has Power over all Viceroys, Generals, Xumos, or Governors, and’ 
over the Azages, and Umbares, who are the Judges of the Empire. 
There is another at Court call’d Tecécafe Bellatinoche Goyta, figni- 
fying, Lord of the Leffler Servants, or an under Steward, who on- 
ly commands the Houfhold Servants, which are all mean; for the 
Emperor is far from being ferv’d by the Sons of Kings, as Urreta 
feign d, whereof there are none rm the Empire, but even not by - 
thofe cf good honeft fubltantial People, for he has none but Slaves 
of feveral fortss fome of them Agazs, others Gonga's, and others. 
Gifres, or Ballons ; yet thefe he often makes Xumo's,and raifes them 
te the greatelt Employments at Court.. Nor is this any way re- 
3 flected. 


Raz now 
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Alected on, 


faithful but thofe People he breeds up and raifes from nothing, 
tho’ all of them are not fo, but it feems they are more trulty than 


others. 


Under the Bellatinoche Goyta are all the other Viceroys, and Go- 
vernors of Kingdoms and Provinces, and the Commanders of the 
Empcrors Camp, betng thofe of the Van, the Rear, the Right and 
Left, as alfo the Courts and Minilters of Jultice ; the chief whereof 
‘is that of the 4zages, which looks like the Judges of the King’s 
Court in Spain and Portugal, but that they make no ‘Diftinction 
betwixt Judges of the Court and of thofe for Criminal-and Civil 
Affairs; only there are fome of the Right and fome of the Left 


Hand, and 


call'd, becaufe they Sit whilft the Plaintif and Defendant ftand, 
‘and to thefe, if they belong to the Court, all Appeals in Caufes 
either Civil or Criminal, throughout the Empire, are firit brought ; 
as alfo all Caufes belonging to the Court or Camp, which are the 
{ame Thing in this Country, are firtt tryd before them. Thefe 
are alfo of the Right and Left Hand, and from them the Appeal 


‘goes Up to 
There ar 


mencd and concluded by word of Mouth, as has been faid ; nor 
“are any Witnefles heard but the Plaintiffs, and therefore for the 
moft part Judgments given for him, becaufe he brings what E- 
vidence he pleafes: But the Defendant may invalidate their Cre- 
Git, and does it ail the ways he can; yet the Succefs of the Caufe 


_ depending 


cially when without any Remorfe of Confcience he bribes the Evi- 
dence, which is to be done with eafe and cheap enough in Erhi- 


opia, as We 


A Criminal convicted of Murder is by the Judges delivered u 
‘to the Kindred, Children or Wife of the Party murderd, which sizip 
Cultom, befides many others, they have retain’d from the Fews. punifh’d. = 
‘Thofe Relations either fell the Murderer’s Life, or put him to Death 


‘after what 


prov’d upon any one Man, all the Inbabitants of the Place where 


the Fact w 


ment prevents much Bloodfhed. 
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and the Emperor fays, he does it becaufe he finds none 


Great Officers. 





under them the Umbares,. which fignify the Chairs, fo 











the Court Judges. 


e no Proceedings in Writing, but all Cauf E : 
i eding g, es ALE COM- a sicial Pro- 


ceeding So 


on that, the Plaintiff has {till a great Advantage, efpe- 





il as in other Countries. 
p Murder, bow 





manner they pleafe. When the Murther cannot be 


as committed, are fin’d, and the dread of this Punith- 
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Of the Abyffinian Soldiery, and the manner of their 
Camp; of the City Aczum, and other Towns and 
Buildings ; and of the Revenues and Taxes of this 
Empire.. 




















T may be faid in general, that the by/finiams are good Soldi- 
Kbyfines ers; for they Ride well, are {trong, well made, and enur’d to 
pool Sie Hardthip, enduring Hunger and Thirft to a Miracle, which is 
` ‘the Commendation Agefilaus gave his Soldiers, faying, They could 
Fight with Hunger and Thirft. So thefe continue in the Field moft 
part of the Year,- patiently fuffering all Weather, as the fcorching 
Heats, the {harp Cold, and violent Rains, and this with very lit- 
tle Food, They are bred up to War from their Infancy, and 
grow Old in it; for thofe who are not Husbandmen are Soldiers, 
and to that purpofe theEmperor pives them Lands to live on,which 
they enjoy as long as they ferve; but if they, fail he gives them to- 
others, and this is all their Pay; which isthe Reafon he can raile- 
a great Army with little Charge. h ; 

The Weapons they ufe are a fort of fhort Spears, the Staves of 
them thin, and the Iron of one fort narrow, like ours, and of the- 
other broad, but thin ; the one to be darted ftrongly, the other to 
fence with in clofe Fight, with one Hand; for the other holds the 
Buckler, which is made of wild Buffalo’s Hide, very Brong. Each 
Soldier generally carries two of thefe Spears or Darts; The narrow. 
ones they dart, as was faid, with {fuch Fury, that they picrce Coats 
of Mail and Bucklers ; the broader they keep to continue the Fight, 
as we do with Sword and Buckler. The better fort have Swords, 
but very rarely make ufe of them, only wearing-them in time of 
Peace, by way of Ornament, and therefore they endeavour to 
have a Gilt or Silver Hilt, and the Scabbard of Velvet, or fome 
other Silk; when they talk with any body, they hold them in 
their Hands, and: fo walk ;.but when they goin the Streets the 
Servants carry them under their Arms. Some wear Daggers ua- 
der their Breafts, with the Hilt towards the Right, and the Point ~ 
to the Left.. They alfo carry Clubs of hard Wood and heavy, 
which they call Bolotas, with Daggers in them, which they i 

when ` 
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- eel 
vie they come to grapple together, and fometimes they dart 
them, 
The Horfe have no Weapons to fight with but fhort Lances, 
fuch of them as have Coats of Mail, which are but few, do not 
care for Bucklers,.as being lefs encumber’d, but they carry fome ab 
ef the narrow pointed Spears above menticn’d, to dart ata di- 
{tance. : 
The Emperor, when he gathers all his Force, brings into the 
Field 30 or 40000 Men, 4 or 5000 of them Horfe, the relt Foot, Abyfiine 
OF the Horfe about 1500 are fizeable, and fome of them very fine 4y- 
and ftrong. About 7 or 00 of thefe Horfe wear Coats of Mail 
and Head-Pieces, all the relt both Horfe and Foot, have no other 
Arms than have been faid above, the Spears and Bucklers. They 
have above 1500 Fire Arms, but there are feldom above 3 or 400. 
Mufguetiers in any Action, and thofe for the moft part {oill 
traind, that they never fire above once ; nor can it be otherwife,. 
becaufe Powder and Ball are fo fcarce, that very few have any 
“to Exercife at other Times, and thofe tew Principal Men that do, 
ufea Reft which they have not leifure to do in their Wars with 
the Gallas and others; fo that they are little the better for their 
Eearning, 0. e e AAi 
There being no fuch Martial Difciplineamong them, as we have 
in Europe, and confequently their Armies, Batallions and Squa- 
drons, not being fo regularly drawn up, the firlt Shock begins and 
ends their Battels ; ether the one fide or the other turning their 
‘Backs, and the other purfuing ; nor do they think much of run- 
:ning away, becaufe it is daily practis‘d. 
The aforefaid number of Troops, or a much lefs, makes an ex- 
traordinary great Camp, by reafon the other People that follow Afsltitudes 





No Difcipline » 


the Army are far more numerous than the Soldiers, and the following the 


Baggage very much; and this is becaufe they commonly go to the Camp. 
War with their whole Families, Wives and Children,-and the’ 

Queen herfelf goes; and there is need of many Women to make 
“their pas, which are their daily Food, as has been faid, as alfo 

their Wine; and all thefe Hangers on, with the Merchants and 

other Followers, amount to fo greata number, that where there 

are 10000 Soldiers, there never are lels than 30000 Souls, and if 

the Emperor be there 100 or 120000. _ 

Here the Emperor, Great Men, Ladies, Commanders, and many 

Soldiers, have abundance of Tents, which are fet upin very good pizzor of 
Order, and always the fame: For the Emperor's Tents being 4 Or enczmpirge 
gs very beautiful ones, are plac’d in the Center, and then leaving 

a large {pace between on the Right, Left, Front and Rear of them, 


ate thofe. of two Churches he carries with him, and thofe rey 
rx Queen - 
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Queen and Great Men, who-bave all. their fixt Places ; then thofe 
of the Officers and Soldicrs, according to their Polts ; thofe of the 
Vanguard before, thofe of the Rear behind, and the two Wings 
-on the Right and Left. The Camp thus pitch’d, takes up a very 
great Space, and is certainly very graceful to behold, efpecially in 
ihe Night, by reafon of the Maltitude of Fires lighted. 
of marching. Wen they are to march, the Titaurari, io they call him that 
7 -performs the Duty of a Myor,.or Quarter-Malter General, goes 
before, and pitches upon the Ground for encamping, where he 
Ricks a Lance, which {tows that the Emperor’s Tent 1s to be fet up 
there, and by that every Man knows what Place belongs to him. 
-On their march they obferve no Order, but before the Emperor 
go the Waites and Kettle Drums, and he always mounts and 
calights within his Tent; and if he happens to alight by the way, 
_thole who are neare(t makea Ring, hiding him with their Cloaks, 
and they bring him a Couch, which is always carry’d near at 
‘Hand, on which, cover’d with Carpets and Cufhions of rich Silk, 
che ufes toret him, 
Molt of thefe People carry no.Provifions, and they who have 
‘Diforders of any, when it is {pent live as wellasall the reft upon what iS gl- 
the Army.” yen them, or they take in the Country Towns they march through, 
which they leave as much undone, as the Gallas their Enemies 
could do, were they in their Places, efpectally when the Army 
-continues any timeon the {ime Ground, for there is no other way, 
-but for the Emperor, or General, to affign them certain Towns, 
„which they rob of all forts of Provifions, and under that colour 
all the relf goes; fo that the Inhabitants have no other Remedy 
but Patience, and may fay with Fob, The Lord hath given and 
the Lord bath taken away,bleffed be the name of the Lord.Vhisisallothe 
„Realon why the Gallas 1o ealily make Inroads into the Empire,and on 
the contrary the Empercr’s Forces cannot go far into their Lands; 
becauf: they do not Sow, nor have they any Scores of Provifion - 
aid up, but live.upon the Milk of their Cows, and when they 
have occafion, eafily drive them away, retiring them{elves, and 
‘leaving the Ethiopians the defert Fields, which obliges them to re- 
tire fpeedily, or Starve. 
Letew the Hye pe pomeane Emperor march his 4zages and chief Men, attend- 
peror moves. 108 him, and he always travels with his Crown on his Head, 
made up of feveral Pieces of Gold and Silver, with fome Seed 
Pearl; for precious Stones were newer fo much as feen in Ethiopia. 
He alfo wears his Silk Hat, brought from India, like thofe us’d 
there; none of thofe Curtains, which formerly were, being now 
arry*d about him, that he might be feen by no Man. On the 
¿contrary ke fometiimes quits his Mule and Prances on his Horfe. 
“When 
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marches clofe and in bet- 
and neither the Van 


in the Center with fome of his 
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{peak of them hereafter at the Coronation of the Emperor Sultan 

Segued. 
The Imperial “There is no City at this time.in Ethiopia, only the King’s Camp 
Camp the only refemlales a Royal City and the Capital of the Empire, It may 
City. deferve the name cf a City, not in regard of the Buildings, but 
for the Multitude of People, and the good order obferv'd in taking 
up their Ground, efpecially the Place where they Winter, which 
is generally the fame, but never for many Years. When the 
Fathers of the Society were there, the Emperor repair’d to a Place 
call'd Dancax, which lafted near ro Years; but the fame Em- 
peror in 13, or 14 Years before that had 5, or 6 other Places, in 
each of which he continu’d 2, 3, or 4 Years. This has been al- 
ways the Cultom of Erhiopia, and when he removes, for the moft 
part there 1s nothing remains to be feen, but, Fields where Troy 
Town flood. i 

Thefe frequent removals, are occafion’d in the fir place by 

the finall expence in building their Honfes, as {hall be foon 
fhown 5 and fecondly with regard to the feveral Wats they have 
in Hand, fometimes with one Enemy, and fometimes with ano- 
ther; but above all, for want of Wood. Firlt_ the Ground is 
chofen, where there may be Plenty of Wood; but no order be- 
ing obferv'd in falling the Trees, the Mountains and Valleys are 
foon teft bare, and then they prefently think of removing to#no- 
ther Place, where there is Wood; and they are amaz’d to hear, 
that in Esrope and other Parts of the World great Cities can 
continue long in the fame Place without being in great want of 
Wood. 
“Mone but Vile _ Excepting the Emperors Camp, or that. of fome great Man, 
leges in Ethi- there is no -Habitation throughout the whole Empire, that can 
Opiae , deferve the Name of a City, nor fo much as of a great Town, 
They are all Villages, fome greater and fome {maller; but fuch as ` 
can claim no other Title. Of thefe, in fome Provinces and Ter- 
ritories there are many (0 clofe together, that all the Country feems 
to be inbabited; other Parts are lels Populous, and many are 
quite Defart. Thus we may judge they are all open, without 
‘Walls, or other Enclofure; only in the Kingdom of Amahara 
and fome others, fuch as are on the Frontiers, next the Gallas, 
who fo infet them with continual Incurfions, that they cannot 
fo much as Till the Land, thefe, being Rated on Ambas and: high 
Mountains, have alfo fome fort of Walls.of dry Stone, 

The Houfes are generally of Stone and Clay, I mean thofe of 
the better fort, for the ret make their Walls of Stakes drove ~~ 
clofe together and cover’d with Straw. Only onthe Sea Cord of 
the Kingdom of Tigre the Roofs are terrafsd; but forthe mof 

part 
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part fo low, that a Man may reach them with his Head. Moft of 
the Houfes are round; yet fome they build long, as were com- 
monly thofe of the Emperors, which they call Sacala, and thence 
this fame Name fignifies the Palaces of the Emperor, or great Men. 
‘The round ones, if they be any thing Jarge, they call Behet Nuzz, 
importing a Royal Houfe; for Bebet is a Houfe, and Nagu a King. 
The great Lords and Rich Men adorn thefe Houfes with Quarters 
of Cedar, fo clofe to one another that they ferve in{tead of Wain- 
fcot, and this Wainfcot they bind and faften together with Lines 
of feveral colours, fo that they look handiome enough, and are 


pleafant and convenient for ground Rooms. 


Every Man of 


Quality has 6, 8, or more of thefe Houfcs, cr Rooms within 
large Enclofures, which are made of dry Stone, 6, or 7 Spans 
high, and on the Top of them they raife clofe Hedges, -full of 


Thorns. 


At this time, as will be faid hereafter, they have fome 
-knowledge of Lime, and have built fome Churches and a few 
Houfes with Lime and Stone. 

The Revenues of this Empire are very 


{mall, and as F. Emanuel 


d Almeyda teltifies, that he had it from the Emperor Sultan Se- 
gued’s Own 
that whatfoever F. Uretta writes concerning this Point is all Chi- 
merical; I will therefore give F. Emanuel d’ Almeyda’s Account. 
© The Kingdom of Narea, fayshe, yields more Gold than any 
© other of this Empire. The Emperor now reigning affirms that 
© from all Antiquity, never fo much was brought to any one, as to 
© Malac Segued, who reign’d from the Year 1563, till 1596; and 
of al! that came to the faid Malac Segued every Year, only one 


n 
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amounted 


Mouth, thefe Princes never had any Trcafurers; fo 


to 5000 Ogueas, as fome report, which many do not 


look upon as certain. For the moft Years it did not exceed 
1500 Ogueas, which are 15000 Pieces of Eight. This {fame Sum 
our Emperor, (meaning Sultan Segued ) receiv’d for fome Years ; 
but now he has not ufually above tooo Ogueas. Thefe came — 
to him Five Years-fince, when I was in the Country of the 
Damotes, and their Viceroy, who was then the Catholick and 
Brave Buco went to fetch them, through the midh of the Gallas 
and Cafres, but from that time to this, area being infe‘ted By the 
Gallas and the great Men of that Kingdom at variance, in all 


thefe 5 Ye 


ars, the Emperor has receiv’'d but 500 Ogueas ; yet it 


is hop’d that for the future he will not fail of 1000, which is 
the ufual Tribute at this Time. ~ kime 
c Some Lands of Gojam Yearly yield 1109 Ogueas in Gold by 


way of Tr 
has beltow 
Men, as hi 





ibute, little more or leis; tho” fometunes the Emperor 
>d all thefe Lands, or part of them on fome great 
s Sons, or Brothers, and they fpend that Sah 
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© The fame Kingdom yields 3009 Pieces of Cloth, worth a Picce 

‘ of Eight each; belides 200 Bezetes, being very large and clote 

© Cloths made ofCotton, with a Pile, or Shag on the one fide, like 

< our Carpets, each of whichis worth an Oquea, little more or leis. 

€ Formerly, they fay, the fame Kingdom paid 3000 Horfes; but 

< it isto be obferv’d that molt of that Kingdoim were, and {til 

‘ are ordinary Nags and low priz’d Beatts.;. This Tribute has 

c ceas'd, becaufe, fince the Gallas drew near and made continual 

€ War on that Kingdom, the Emperor Afalac Segued thought 
s good to remit this Duty, the better to enable thote People with 

€ their Horfes to defend themfelves againlt the Gallas. All that 

© Francis Alvarez adds, touching this Point, of what he {aw 

© brought to Court in the Days of David the Emperor ; and the 
© Ceremonies and Magnificence he there deferibes, of the manner 
© of bringing this Tribute, was a Contrivance to fhow it, like. 
© many more perform’d before him and his Companions, that they 

‘© might have fomething to talk of in {trange Countries. 

< The Emperor receives no Tribute in Gold. from any other 
t Kingdom of his Empire 3 but the Governors he places over them 
< give it him for their Commands; fo that he receives 25000 
t Pieces of Eight from feveral Governments, which they call 
© Xumetes, in the Kingdom of Tigre; from the Xumeres of Dambea 
€ s000; from thofe of Begameder, Amahara, Noleca and Xaoay 
< fomething, but lefs, becaufe thofe Countries are infelled by the 
* Gallas, -OF this fort of Revenue, the former Emperors receiv’d 
€ much greater. Sums than the prefent, becanfe they had many 
‘ more and much’ larger Kingdoms; part whereof are now 
© poflefsd by the Gallas, and others pay no more Subjection; 
© becaufe the Gallas are got betwixt them and the Emperor's Dc« 
*’ minions. $ 

< They have fome Paffes on Mountains, where all Commo 
© ditiespay a Duty. Sea Portson the Ocean no Aby/finian Emperor 
¢ ever had any; onthe Red-Sea they had Adaxua, but the Turks 
© have long fince been Matters of ite Mott of the Duties pay- 
€ able on thofé Pafles the Emperor has given to gteat Men, with 
€ the Lands, where they are; but that of Lamalmon he keeps fot 

_ § himfelf, which yields him the valué of 100 Ogaeas a Year. 

t The Emperor has fome Lands, which are like Royalties, from 
€ which he draws id, or #2 Loads of Provifions, Befides this he 
* has another Duty of Provifions, an Account whereof the Huf 
© bandmen of Dambea, Gojam, Begameder and {ome other Provinces 
t pay cach a Load, little more or lefs; ‘but molt of this he has 
* piven to feveral of his Commanders. What comes from Dam- 
t bea, being about 10, or 12000 Loads, he divides among fome 

wr : é Soldiers, 
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£ Soldiers, on whom he'has not beftow’d Lands, gives fome Alms 
€ to the Poor, and diltributes among fome Men and Women of 
€ Quality, who are in Want at Court. 
© Thereis one confiderable Tax in Erhiopia, which was impos’d 
© Jefs thin 30 Years fince, by which every Man that has, Cows, 
c every three Years pays him one out of Ten ; and the Country 
« being full of Cattel, molt of which is Kine, this Tribute a- 
< mounts to a great Value, and the Kingdoms and Provinces are 
< fo diltributed, that fome of them pay itevery Year. This they 
«call Burning, becaufe they burn a Mark upon that they chute 
< for the Emperor; but it may deferve the Name for other Rea- 
« fons, in regard that the Officers, who are to gather this Cattel, 
© commit fo many Infolencies on the poor Country People, that 
< they ruin, and confume them. Befides this every Loom that 
© Weaves Cotton-Cloth, if belonging to a Chriltian, pays one of 
ê thofe Cloths; if toa Mahometan, a Piece of Eight, and by this 
< Duty he gathers every Year in Dambea and the Neighbouring 
< Parts 1000 Cloths, He has the fame Revenue in other King- 
© doms, but has beltow’d it on thofe Lords to whom he has 
€ given the Lands of thofe Countries. 
© Thefe are the Revenues of the Aby/fine Empire, which bång 
< fummon’d up, it plainly appears are inconfiderable enough ; 
< not only in regard of what Fame has {pread abroad, but of 
© what might be expected from fo many King loms and Provinces. 
© However, befides all this we have here mentiond, which in a 
€ poor Country amounts to much more than can be imagin’d in 
c others, that which makes this King great, is his being abfolute 
€ Lord of all the Lands within his Dominions ; fo that he can 
€ take away and give them all as he thinks fir; for neither great 
c nor finall poflefs any thing but by the Emperor's Gift, and all 
€ they have is a Bounty during Pleafure.. And it is fo ufual, 
© for the Emperor to chop, change and take away, every Year, or 
© two, or three, or in the midft of it, the Lands any Man has, 
e and to beltow them on another, that it is never thought much 
< of, and very often, one Plows, another Sows, and a third reaps. 
© Hence it is that no Man improves what he has, or fo much as 
< Plants a Tree, as knowing it is a mighty rarity for him that 
- © Plants to gather the Fruit. It is the Emperor's Advantage that 
_ © they fhould all fo entirely depend on him; for thus they all 
< {erve him in Peace and War, fome for fear of lofing the Lands 
-€ he has given them, and others in hopes of getting thofe they 
c have not; and for this reafon they make him their Prefents, 


< according to their Ability, for generally he gets moft, who gives. 


12 © molt, 
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Gallas; where 
they lives 


Suppos’é t0 be 
Jews. 
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€ molt, and he has leaft, who prefents leaft.  Thefe are the Words 
© of F, Emanuel d Almeyda. ) 


Cua ep. XID. 


Whergin a fhort Account is given of the Gallas, who 
are ab prefent the greateft Enemies of the Abyf- 
finians. 


E fhall have often occafion in this Hiftory to fpeak of the 
Gallas, who are at.prefent the Scourge God has made ufe 

of again{t the Aby/finians, and therefore I have thought it ne- 
ceffary to give fome. Account of them in this place. In order to 
it, we mult fiiit obferve that the moft Southern parts of this Em- 
pire are, the Kingdom of Cambate due South, that of Warez 
South Well, and that of Bali South Eaft. From the Kingdoms of 
Narea, and Cambate to the Sea there are feveral hundred Leagues ; 
but from that of Bali to the Sea, going directly from North Wel 
to South Eaft, there are lefs than an hundred Leagues to the Coa 
of the Ocean, which Sailers call the Defert Coaft, and is the nears 
elt to Erhiopia, as lying next the Kingdom of Bali, formerly be- 
longing to byjfinia. Thefe Lands that lie betwixt Bali and the 
Ocean are the proper Country:and Habitation of the Gallas. 
The mof received Opinion among learned Men is, that thefe 
People are originally defcended from thofe Fews, who on occafion 
of the Tranfmigrations, or Difperfions of the faid Nation under 
Salmanafar, Nebuchadnezzar, Titus, Adrian, and Severus fettled 
on that Part of the Borders of Exhiopia: and that from them came 
thofe we now call Gallas, or Callas, which figniftes, Milks, chane- 
ing the C into G, as is. frequently, done in other Nations: fo the 
Abyffinians changing Calla into, Galla, gave the Name to thefe 
Jews and to other Greeks and Affyrians, who mixd ‘with them, 
Gallas, or Callas fignifying White Men, for Calla in the Hebrew, 
fignifies Milk, and they were call’d Milks, to denote they were 
White; and fill thefe People are call'd Gallas, that is Whites, 
tho they are now Black. So the Race of the Porizguefes, who 
enterd Ethiopia, with Don Chrifopher da Gama; ate (ill by the 
Aby finans 
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Absfinians calla Portuguefes, as being defcended from them, tho’ 
they are now Abyfinians and oftheir Colour, In the fame man- 
ner thefe Gallas having no Education and converfing continually 
with Barbarous Nations, are become {ome of the moft brutal of 
adlithe Cafres: 


. 


_ FaThe firlt- time this Plague broke out of their own Country, Their fi? 
where they dwelt and enter'd Ethiopia, was in the Days of the coming into 
Emperor David; othetwile caitd Onag Segued, of whom I fhall Ethiopia. 


fpeak hereaf.er sand their Trraption’ was at the iame time that 
the Afoor Granhe of Adel, had made an Incurfion and conquer‘ 
a confiderable part of the Emp're, for Misfortunesnever come alone, 
and their firft Inroad was by the Kwgdom of Bali, on which 
they border. 


Phe Inruption® of thefe Barbarians into Ethiopia, was like an Their Coas 
Inundation from a mighty River, which {welling over all the quefts 


Plain, {pares nothing that {lands in its way, but bears down all 
4rmeets, Men, Cattle, Corn, and Buildings; fo that when the 
Emperor Sultan Segned began his Reign, thefe Savages had fub- 
dud molt of the large(t Kingdoms of Ethiopia, from thar of «dne 
got, which now lies almolt Halt of them, to ihe Southward 
throtigh Doaro, Oifat, Bali, Fategar, Oge, part of Xana, Bizanos 
and Damut, which lies Welt of Gojam, and they are now Matters 
of thefe Kingdoms, «and of many Provinces lying between them ; 
‘and had not Providence fo order’d it, that they fhould be con- 
“tinually at Wararhong themfelves, one Hord, or. Race apaintt 
another, there would not by this time be one Foot of Landinte 
whole Empire, but what they would be Maltets of. To thisend 
‘alo Providence farther feems to have order’d that the Kingdoms 
remaining under the. Abyjine Emperor fhould be full cf pro 
‘digicus high and craggy Mountains, where the Horle of the 
-Gallas cannot cally make their Inroads, which is their way of 
Warringeus 


: ca at firtt thefe People were of a.white Race, yet asin Procels 74,1. Barba» 
of time they lolt their Colour and turn’d Black, fo for want of pity, 


‘Eniprovement and through too much mixing with Barbarians, 
they! becdihe at length fo very bfutal, that their way of living is 


imore hideous than their Colour. ay are Heathens, or father 
neither Chittians, A¢Zahometans, nor entiles, for they worfhip 


ono Idoleyand have very little knowledge of God. . However, finte 
-they have, Peopled: the Lands of the Empire, being in the midit 
between the Chieiftians, and the AZ:hometans of Adel and, Adea, 
they have taken to Circumeifion, rather becaufe it is the Cultont 
of the Cotintry, thanas an Act of Religion. 
Y 283 
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Manner of Notwithfanding their being all Black, yet they fhow their 
living. Progenitors were not fo, for th have not flat Nofes, like the 
Cafres, nor thick Lips, like thole of Angola; but have generally 
very good Feacures, and are well fhapd and many of them ra- 
ther deep Tawny than Black. They neither Till, nor Sow, nor 
eather any thing the Land produces; all the fpacious Vales and 
rich Plains they are Malters of, only ferve to afford their Cattle 
fuch Suftenance asthe Farih naturally produces. They look after 
their Flocks, drink their Milk and eat their Plefh, which is all 
thcir Food, without any Bread, fo eafily are thefe Barbarians fed. 
Yet when they enter the Lands of the Aby/finians and find any 
2read they do not miflike, but eat it, with a very good Appetite, 
and yet will not Sow. 
Poli ye. _ The reafon they alledge for it is, that fo the Ethiopians or other 
olicy to ae A 5 ; a 
fend rhen- Enemies may rot be able to over-run their Lands; for as {oon as 
felves, the Gallas perceive an Enemy comes on with a powerful Army, 
; they retire to the farther Parts of the Country, with all their 
Cattle, which is all their Wealth, and taking that they take all 
away; then have the Aby/ffinians feveral Days march to come at 
them, for which they cannot carry Provifions, according to their ~ ~ 
little forecaft, and there being none on the Lands of the Gallas, 
as not being Tild, they mult of neceffity either turn back, or 
perih. Thisis anodd way of making War, wherein by flying 
they overcome the Conquerors; and without drawing Sword, 
oblige them to encounter with Hunger, which is an invincible 
Enemy; tho’ at the fame time the Gallas fight again{t themfelves, 
as always wanting Bread, to prevent their Enemies eating it 
fometimes; fo that they are like the Dog in the Manger, that will 
neither cat Hay himfelf, nor fuffer the Horfe to eat it. 

The Gallas tor the molt part are barbarous and cruel, ufing 
their own Children more inhumanly than even the Wild-Beafts ; 
for they take no care of breeding them up or providing for them, 
during the firit Six, or Seven Years after they are marry’d, but 
rather throw them about the Fields, a Savagenefs odious to Na- 
ture, which has given the fierceft Lyons and Tigers a Senfe of 
Tendernefs for their Young. However they are generally Men of 
their Words, and of no ill Difpofition, as was feen in fome that 
were bred up in the Emperors, and other great Men’s Houfes, 

Good Quali- who all provd fo tractable, that the beft of the Abyffinians did not 

ties. exceed them; and fome of them, who imbrac’d the Catholick Re- 
ligion, were as conftant in maintaining it under Torments, as 
ticy had been ready to profefs it in Words. 
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- They are generally valiant and brave. For defenfive Armour, Weaponss 


they have only Targets of double Oxes Hides, and of late fome 
are of Wild Buffalo, which is very {trong; their offenfive Wea- 
pons are fuch {mall Spears as has been faid the Abyffinians ule, 
and Wooden Clubs which they alfo caft, like thofe People. The 
firit cf the Gallas fought all a foot, but now they have Horfes, 
tho’ not fo good, or nobly tempered, or of fo choice a Breed as 
the Ethiopians; but very hardy, because they keep them in Breath, 
“making them run half a Day together at half Speed. 


The Saddies they ule are very light, and eafily made, their Stir- torfmanfhips - 


rups very thin, and {mall, becauie they don’t put their Feet into 
them, but only tbeir Great-Tces, which they learnt of the æ- 
byffintans, who all do fo, and therefore they all and even the im- 
“peror himfelf always ride barefoot. I do not approve of the 
Cultom, much lefs of the'Roman, who us’d no Stiirups at all, nor 
had fo much asa Name to call them by, forin all the Latin 
Tongue there is NO proper werd to exprefg them. Nor can we 
-approve of the Practice of the Numidians, who had neither Siir- 
rups, nor Bridles to therr Horfes, fince it is certain that Bridies and 
Stirrups make Men fit faller and rule their Horfes beiter. 


That which always made the Gallas dreadful is their great Re- Refolution, `- 


+ 


folution in joyning Battle, where they abfolutely conclude they 
will either Conqucf, of Dies and this is the Reafon they have 


-pbtain’d fo many Victories over the Aby/finians, tho’ thele were 


(ill more humerous, and had better Arms and Horles. The 
Gallas, when they make an Incurfion feldom exceed 7, or 8009, 
but thefe-are chofen Youths, and fworn to ftand by one another, 
-And therefore the Emperor Sultan Segued was wont to fay, That 
the Frhiopians could not frand the fir hock of the Gallas, and there- 
fore he always faffer'd them to ran deep into the Country, that they 
might Phinder, and cool, and at their return, when they were loadea 
with Booty, thinking only how to get home and enjoy their Prize, and 
their firft Fary much abated, then he lay in watt for them on the 


way, and call'd them to account for what they had robb'd, not only ` 


recovering the Prey, but facrificing their Lives to bis Refent- 
ment. 


“Years they chule a fort of Confu 
Livi, and obey bim as their General. The firit thing he 
docs, as foon as éntet’d upon the Governthent, is to gather all 
the belt Men he caf, and make an Inroid into the Empire, kill- 
ing and plundering allin his way, to gain hiim(2lf and his Sot- 


diers Wealth aud Paine, for the unfortunate Erhispia is the Jadia 


they raort to for what they watt, This Arlt Pruyiion they gi 
u Dela 





They have no King, of ARR among thein; btit every Eight Goverament. ` 
ot Governor, whoin they call © 
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Dela Grito, which is a3 much as, a General Mufter. It is an E- 
{tablifh’d Cultom.among them, never to cutthe Hair of their 
Heads, till they have killid an Enemy in War, or fome Wild- 
Beaft, as a Lyon, or Tiger, and as foon as that is done they pole 
their Heads. On the top of it they leave a Lock, as-is the 
Fafhion of the Faponefes; which they much value themfelves up- 
on, asa Token of ther Valour, not inherited from their Parents, 


„but obtain’d by their own Merit. 


This may {uffice, as to the Gallas, “andimuch Jefs. would: have 
fatisfy'd the byffinians, who are not only opprefsd but utterly 
undone by thefe Barbarians, Almighty God making ufe of them 
to chaftife them for their Sins and Errors, as he made ufe of the 
Philiftines to humble the Children of J/rael,, and both, Nations 
did and do ftill deferve it, the Fews for their Rebellion, and the 
Exhiopians for their Schilms’ 


Cur. XML 


How the Abyflinians came to the knowledge. of the true 
God, by means of the Queen of Sheba, who went to 
fee Solomon, azd of the Son fhe had by him; with 
an Account of what feems to be real and what fabu- 
lous, touching the coming of that Queen, ana her 
Son by him. ess 


TE E Abyffinians have but a very imperfect Knowledge of 


& their Hiltories and ancient Times, for want of the Curiofity 
of writing Books, which arethe Treafury wherein we lay up the | 
precious Wealth of Knowledge, valu’d by Solomon more than 
mighty Kingdoms; and thofe few, Books they have, : their Monks 
take great care to keep from the Catholicks, becaufe of the frong 
and irrefiltible Arguments they draw from them to confound the 


-Errors of Diofcorus and Eutyches. However I will here deliver, 


what can be gather'd out of a very ancient Book of theirs, 
which is to them like another Gofpel, and kept with extraor- 


-dinary Veneration in the Church of Asxum, or dczum. being 
»the ancient Metropolis and prime Seat of all the 4byfine Empire, 


there 





\ 
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there being a molt pofitive Tradition among them, that there was 

the Refidence of the Qucen of Sheba, and thereis no queltion but 

for many Ages it was the Court of the 4by/fine Emperors. T will 
here’brieAly relate, what is very largely contain’d in that Book 

all thofe People, which is, 

~ That a mighty Potent Queen, cald Azeb or Maqueda, reign- 

ing in Ethiopia, fhe was inform’d of the great Power and Wifdoin Queen of 
of Solomon, by one Tamerin, a Merchant of hers ; and being de- Sheba. 
firous to fee and hear Solomon, fhe came to Ferufalem with a migh- 

ty Retinue of the greateft Princes and Lords in Ethiopia, and abun- 
dance of Treafure. There Solomon gave her the Knowledge of the — 

true God, and returning home at the end of Nine Months, the 

was delivered of a Son ‘begotten by Solomon, who was call’d Meni- 

Tehec, and by another Name David. This Son afterwards went to 
penn to fee his Father Salomon, by whom he was magnificent- 

dy entertain’d, and he caus‘d him to be anointed and Sworn King Menilehec 
of Ethiopia, by Sadoc and Foas the Priefts; and when well inftru- ber Son. 
éted in ‘the Law of God, which he was to caufe to be obferv’d in 

his Country, he affign’d him feveral of the firft begotten of Zfrael 

to attend and ferve him in Ethiopia, and furnifh’d him with all 
Officers ‘and Servants belonging to the Royal Houfe of Fada, as 

alfo a High Pricft and Levites, and Men learned in the Law of 
Mofes RAR ve : , - 

i: TERNE aforefaid Book proceeds to give an Account how thefe 

firlt begotten, at the Inltigation of Azariah, tte Son of Sadoc the Fable about 
Prieft, took an Outh to one another to-carry away with them the the Ark. 
Ark of the Covenant, which they call’d the Heavenly Sion; and 

that going by Night to the Temple, Providence fo ordering it, they 

found the Gates open, and put the Ark upon a Cart, and being 
attended by abundance of People, with much Wealth, and great 
Acclamations, they travell’d fo fwiftly, that Solomon, who-went 

to recover the Ark, could not overtake them, and with the fame 
Expedition. they crofd the Red Sea, as joyfully as the Children of 

Ifrael had done, with only this Difference, that the I/raelites pafs’d 

it on Foot, without being wet, and they flying in their Chariots ; 

fo that thé Sea obey’d the former, and the Air was fubiervient to 
Primera ei es sh ak: Hi 

` This Book farther tells us, that when Queen Maqueda under- 

food that her. Son already made King was coming, and brought 

along with him all rhof firit begotten, as alfo the Ark of the Hea- 

venly God of Sion,fhe went ont with great Solemnity to meet them, 


‘and others of theirs, and what is unanimoufly receiv’d among . 


‘and plied the Atk in the Temple of the Land of Maqueda, all the 


People. of Ethiopia recciving the Know ledge of the true God ; there 
HAE MAI 19 GF 2a K JEF Df i 3 being 
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being vone at that time, throughout all the World, to compare to 
King Solomon in Fudea, and tò Queen Adagueda in Ethiopia. It furs 
ther adds, that the Queen afterwards refigned the Kingdom to 
ber Son David, and obligd him and his Great Men to Swear by 


“the Heavenly Sion, that they would never after admit any Woman 


to the, Throne of Exhiopia, nor any but the Male Race defcending 
from David. hha Moe SAC unos anti aA . 
All thefe Stories are told much at large in that Book of theirs, 
which they look upon-as of undoubted Reputation. As to what 
they fay, that the Queen of Sheba went out of Erhiopta to Fera: 
falem, the Abyffinians believe it to be beyond all Controverly. It 
is true, thole precious Sweets the Scripture tells us the Queen of 
Sheba carry'd with her, are rather to be found in Arabia Felix 
than in Ethiopia, and in the fame Arabia we find the Sabean Regi- 
on, which is the proper Land cf Frankincenfe, as appears by alt 
Authors who have treated of it, and fo fays the Prince of Poets, 
Georg. I. Yii ; a od L 


India wittit Ebur, molles Jaa Thara Sabæi. r 


Befides the Name ot Sheba, or as the Latin has it Saba, denotes 
that the Queen was. of this Sabean Country, which is in or near 
Arabia Felix. Many Holy Expofitors have alfo declar°d that this. 


Queen was of Arabia and not of Ethiopia; of this Opinion are 


Falin, Cyprian, Epiphanias, Cyril of Alexandria, Cardinal Baronias, 
Suarez, and others. But Fofephøs in the 2d Book of his Antiqute 
ties, fays, the Queen of Sheba was of Ethiopia, and Qrigen, St Au- 
guftin, S. Anfelm and others, quoted by F, Toledo, are of the fame 
Opinion ; but that. Author adds, that 4rabia is not far diftanr © 
from Evhiopia, and fo.fhe might be Queen of Ethiopia and Arabia, 
and Fofephus fays; fhe was alfo Queen of egypt. tin 
F. Peter Pays of the Society, a Man of great Sincerity, whom 
we fhall often {peak of, being taken by the Zarksin that Part of 
Arabia, was carry’d with his Companion F. Antony of Montferat,. 
from Dofar to Xaer, and thence to Seaaan, and they gave an Ac- 
count, that in that Journey through Arabia, they founda Parcel 
of very large and wonderful ancient Ruins of Old Stru@ures, and 
enquiring of the Natives concerning thofe Antiquities, they an- 
{wer'd, That Place had been formerly the Pen for the Queen of 
Sheba’s Cattel ; and it may be fuppos’d, adcs-the faid Father very 
difcreetly. that. the faid Great Queen was Miltrefs of Erhiopia, and 
“of that Part of Arabia lying oppofite to it, beyond the Red Sea + 
and thus we may reconcile the Authors, who, fay fhe was Queen 
of Arabia with thole whoaffirm fhe was Quien of Erhiopiz, and 
hence 
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Gold, fince this 1s to be found in A- 
Frankincenfe in Arabia, A farther 
the Name the by/ines give this 


The Travels of the 
hence fhe might carry the 
byffinia, as are Sweets and 
Confirmation of this Opinion ts 
Queen, faying, She was call’d 
fhe goes by in their Book is Neguefia Azeb, 
Near to Auxum or dczum, ‘in the Kingdom of Tigre in Ethiopia, 
there is {till a {mall Village call’d Saba or Sabai, where they fay 





pea in Arabick, but the Name 


the Queen of Sheba or Saba was Born. There is allo another Vil- Her feveral 


Jage call'd Azebo, wh 
ther cald Beth David, fignifying the Houfe of David, and in the 
Ethiopian Books this Queen 18 fometimes calf'd Saba, fometimes 
Azeb, and fometimes Maqneda l 
“In the firt Book of Kings, chap. 10. and in the fecond of Chro- 
nicles, chap. 9. She is call’'d Queen of Sheba, or according to the 
Vulgate Saba in S. Matthew, chap. 12. where our Bible has the 
“Queen of the South, the Erhiopick Verfion has Neguefa Axeb, 
which is the fame Thing; for Negue/fa fignifies Queen, and dzcb 
in Arabiek is the South Wind, and our Saviour call’d her fo, be- 
caufe Ethiopia and Arabia lie to the Southward of Fury. Í 
Tt is farther faid of this Queen in that Book, that fhe built a 
City, which was Capital of Ethiopia, calling it Debra Magueday 
which they fay is the fame as Asxum or Aczum, and for many 
Ages was the Court and Capital of Erhiopia, and in it, they fay, 
the Queen of Sheba, as {oon as fhe came from Ferufalem, built a 
ftately Temple, in Honour of the true God 5 which fame they add, 
Queen Cardace, whom they call Andake, afterwards confecrated to 
sheen FESUS CHRIST, and to the bleffed Virgin his holy 
Mother. i: HET mds l s 
-F am fenfidle there are many Fabulous Notions among what 
has been faid in thisChapter, and therefore as to the Point of the 
Queen of Sheba’s having a Son by Solomon, it feems no difficult 
matter to believe, and the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez, has 
endeavour'd to prove it; nor is it hard to credit that he 
who took to Wife the Daughter of Pharoah, and loyd with- 
out meafure the Moabites, Edomites, Sidonians, Hitrites, and 
‘others, fhould contract Affinity with the Royal Family of Erhio- 
pia; whichis farther confirm’d by the Abyffinians to this Day, 
calling all the OMipring of their Kings Ifraelites, and thefe mutt 
of neceffity by their Laws be defcended of the Male Line of theSons 
of Menilehee, the Son of Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, and 
for this fame Rean the Arms, of Ethiopia are a Lyon, with this 
Infcription in an Orle, The Lyon, of Judah bath overcomes 
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ich anfwers to the Name of 4zeb, and ano- Names. 


In Scriptures 


Auxum City 
and Temple. 


Arms of 
Ethiopia. 
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Queen of I make no Queftion, aş the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez, and 
Sheba brought the other Fathers of th: Society who were there} do declare, that 
Judaifm into the Queen of Sheba was a Native of this Erhiopia, and introduc’d 
Ethiopia. jn it the Cuftoms of the Court of Jerufalem, with Cireumeifion 
and the other Ceremonies of the» Femi/> Law, which continu’d 

even in the Days of SARUM CSR i the preaching of the Gofpel, 

as appears by the Pilgrimage the’ Eunuch of Queen Candace under- 

“took to the Temple of Ferufalem, whom’ 3. Philip the Deacon, as 

appears in the és of the Apofties, ‘chap. 8. ver. 27. found reading pi 

the Prophet J/aiah; whence it may be mierr’d, that he obferv’d mi 

the Law of Mofs. They were fo tenacious of thefe Cuttoms, 

that we {hall hereafter fee how obftinately they adher’d to Cir- 
‘cumcifion, the keeping of the Sabbath, or Saturday, and other 

Fewilh Ceremonies. ae ED, SOAS oe ae 

A further Confirmation of this Truth we find in the exact Re- 
fémblance there is betwixt the Cufloms of the Fers and thofe‘of 
the Abyffines in Peace and War, and in the Adiminiftration of 
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Refemblance 


between Jews. t d É SLA 
and Fthiopi- Juttice, for whatfoever we read in Holy: Writ is- there to-be-feen 


ans in Cue reprefented tothe Lift. The aforefaid Patriarch, who was one ofthe Ps 
Stoms. moft learned Men in Spain as to Holy Writ, owns this of himfelf, | 
that after his coming into Ethiopia, he underitood many Paffages 
of the Scripture he was before ignorant of, by comparing the Cu- sA 
ftoms ot thofe People with what the Bible relates’, and that-it 4s ‘a 
fo undonbtedly an eftablifh’d Opinion in Ethiopia; that this Queen 
was Born there, of her introducing the Fewi/b Rites, and of feveral 
Places retaining her Name, that it would be there look'd upon as _ 
no jéfs Folly to deny their Empcrors*defcending {rom Solomon, 
than it would be in Rome.to fay, that City was not built by Ro- 
mulus and Remus; or in Spain, that their Kings did not defcend 
from the Gorhs, or theirs in Portugal from King: Alfonfo Henri 
gaez. ’ ‘ à } 
É As for the Story of the Atk of the Covenant, Rolen by Aza 
riah and his Companions, all of them firk begotten Sons, and the 
Miracles of their flying through the Air, and making thew efcape 
from Solomon, it is a Fable much like that of- Dedalas bis flying, 
when he efcapd cut of Crete into daly? and if the Inhabitants of -~ 
that Ifland, were, as St Pau! writes of them, in his Epiftle to Titus 
C.1.u. 12. always Liars, the Abyffines are novhing-inferier to them 
in this particular, as the Fathers of the Society found by: fufficient 
Experience ; fo that all the Relation was doubtlefs the Authors 
Tnvention, to gain Reputation tothat Church and its Tabet, which 
is the Altar Stone, faying it ftood'on the Ark-of the Covenant. 

For the better underftanding of what they pretended to urge- 
as, to- this particular, we mult ebferve that in Erhiopia they call an 

- Altar. 
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andthe fame they give to Noah's Ark. 
that-in the Infaucy of Chriftianiry, the Altars 
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like little Chefts, and there were no other Altar Stones, till the 
- Time.when St. Silvefer Pope began to Confecrate Altar Stones; 
butileaving.in Sr Peters Church the little Wooden Cheft, which 
had-for fo-many Yearsferv’d as.an-Altar to fo many holy Popes, 
and on which none but his: Holinefs is now permitted to fay 
Maß, i abet £3 tere if 


From this ancient Cu 
that which the -4by/fines (till obferv’d, of fay 
Chellis, and thercfore they gave it the Name of 4 abot, tignitying *’ 
the Ark of the Covenant, and they thought they added much Re- 


Rom of the Church, feems to be deriv'd 


> 


n 


putation to their Church of Aaxam or Aczam, by faying their 
Cheft or Tabor, was the’ very Ark of the Old Teltament that was 
in Solomons Temple, and that God brought it fo miraculoufly in- 
to Erhiopia; the Inventor of this Fable never reflecting, that it is 
dire@ly contrary to the holy Text, 2 A¢achab.Chap 2. ve 4 and 3. 
where itis faid, That. the Prophet being warwd by God, commanded 
the Tabernacle and the Ark to go with him, as he went forth into rhe 
Mountain where Motes climb’d up, and faw the Heritage of GOD. 


And when Jeremy e 
laid the Tabernacle 


ftop’d the Door: 


This the Scripture delivers plain enough, but they wi 
ubmit to what the Fathers of the Society urg’d Ethiopians. 
fo pofitive are Men in their Errore, that fome obftinates - 

iers have no’ Gofpel bat f 


of it, much lets fi 
upon this Point, 
make their Ap 


their Opinion. 


‘Chet of theirs, always kept it fo clofe an 
‘would not fhow it even to thei 
‘of excellency Siow, or Seon, as they 
- Reafon the Church, where they kep 
Relick, being dedicated to the Virgin A%ary, 
S. Afary,of Seox. 


‘Monks remov'd it thence, an 


-Nòt many Years : 
to {pread abroad, an 


fhould be.taken away, or d 


pa 


petite their God, and oul 


ame thither, he found an hollow Cave, wherein he 
and the Ark, and the Altar of Incenfe, and jo 


ll not hear 


"The Abyffines to gain more Refpect to this little 


Territory of Bar near the Red Sea, 


‘Thickets and valt. high Mountains, 
to reltore it to its ancient Place, in 
‘zum, where in all likelyhood it now is, 
‘which we fhall {peak hereafter. 








d‘conceaFd, that they 
rEmperors. -They call it by-way 
pronounceit, and for the tame 
kept this to them fo precious a 
had the Name of- 
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Adtar Stone Tabor, which. Name fignifies the Ark of the Covenant, Tabot, an 





It is alfo well known, Alar Stone, 
were of Wood, and &* 


ing Mafs on little Rather a Chef” 


fay Mys 


rs fince, perceiving that the Catholick’ Faith be- yide their 
d fearing teft this: httle Chelt of thetrs bonaur’d - 
ifregarded, the molt Zealous of their Cheff. `- 

d very privately convey d itto the 
where they hidit among clofe 
in order at a convenient Time 
in the Church of Auxum or Ac- 
Guce their Revolt, of 
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- followed from the Days of the Queen of Sheba, till the Converfi- 
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The Travels of the “efits in Ethiopia. — 


This is what is known in Erhiopia, concerning the Religion they 





on of Queen Candace’s Eunuch to the Faith of CHRIST, which is 
above 1000 Yeats; for according to the Computation of our molt 
diligent Writer F. Cornelius a Lapide, in Synopf. ad Tom. Gen. Oc, 
from the building of Solomon's Temple till the Birth of CHRIST, 
there elapsed 1017 Years, We will next come to the Emperors 
that Reign’d after the Queen of Sheba. LAN 














Cn ap XIV. 


Of the Emperors that reiga'd in Ethiopia after Solo- 
mon’s Son, and particularly of ome call'd Lali- 
bela. | 


T HIS Empire is of great Antiquity, and had always a Succef- 
fion of Emperors, tho’ in their Books they only make menti- 
on of them {ince the Days of the Queen of sheba; and from that 
Time to the Birth of our Saviour they reckon 24 Emperors, and 
from our Saviour to the prefent Emperor Faciladas there were 68. 
[Obferve this Emperor was at the Time the Author writ, which was in 
the Year16s9,and the fame may be taken notice of in other Places, where 
he fpeaks of the prefent Time. I will here give a brief Account of 
thefe Kings, which F. Emanuel d Cri faithfully tranflated 
at large from their Book of the Church of Assum-or Aczum, and 
„another Book of the Emperor Sultan Segued, and § will adjoin 
-the Years an{werable to thofe of the Evropean Emperors, that we 
may guefs about what Time they reign’d. x 
_ The firt Royal Perfon nam’d in thole Books is the Queen of 
Sheba, who is there alfo call’ d Neguefta Azeb, which is the fame 
as Queen of the South, as our Saviour call'd herin the Gofpel. ` 
This Queen, as-was faid in the lakt Chapter, went to Ferafalens 
in the fourth Year of Solomons Reign, and had by hima Son cald 
Atenilehec, by another Name David. tis faid of her, that after 
her return Home, fhe reign’d 25 Years, and her Son AZenilehec 
‘urd 29 Years, and according to this fhe liv’d to the 29th Year 
of Solomon, and her Son was 11 Years contemporary with him, 
cand the other 18 with Rehoboam. = 
Menilchec 





































Se TS 
«\fMenilehecthad a Son calld Sagdur, and there was a Succeflion 24 Kings be- 
“of 24) Kings from Father to Son till King Phacen, who was con- fore our Sa- 
~ itemporary with Axngujtus Cafar, and in the 8th Year of this Phacen Viour. 

_ our Saviour was Born. From this Year of the Birth of our Savi- 

‘our, till 327 there were 13 Emperors in Ethiopia, at which Time 43 gspers - 
twoi Brothers: cald Abraand Abza ruld jointly ina peaceable ? k 
andifriendlyamanner, a Thing rare between Brothers {waying'the 
fame Scepter, which allows of no Brotherly Affection, ‘sor Fi- 
delity to one another, ’according to that certain Rale of Lacan 
lib, 10. Nalla fides regni fociis, Ge. In the Days of thefe two 
Brothers S. Frumentius came into Ethiopia, fent by S. Athanafias, 

- aş we fhall relate, and it is likely his coming was in the be- 
ginning of their Reign. =". -" i i 

_ After them Three other Brothers call’d Azfa, Azfed and Amey 

reign’d jointly, of whom it is faid, that for their better Govern- ? A ee 

ingin Peace, and without interfering with one another ; they di- Apgar omge 

¿vided the Days into 3 parts, which was doubtlefs an odd fort 
-of Government, and fubje& to more Confufion ; yet the 4by/fini- 
ans will perfuade us, that it profper'd well with them. Their 

Succeflors were Arado, Aladoba and Amiamid, and at this Time~ 

their Books fay, many Religious Men came trom Rum, who, as _ 

»fhall be {nown enterd the Kingdom of Tigre about the Year 
424 little over or under. After Amiamid reign'd Tacena, and 

then’ Caleb, who anfwers to the Fime of the Emperor Fujfinian > 

in Earope, which was about the Year of Grace 5215 and this 

Caleb is the fame that Cardinal Baronias, and the Acts of the 

“Holy Martyr S. Aretas, call Elesbaan, The Koman Martyrology, 

and the faid Baronias call him a Satnt, and as fuch he is reckon d, 

sas fhall*be fhown hereafter. oo 07 

„u From the Yeat's2%, ti] 960, when Del Noad reign’d, there 

“wasia:Succeffion of ¥o Kings, and at this time the Line of Solomon's 

Pofterity was interrupted, and a Family call'd Zague enter’d upon 

the Government, and held the Empire 340 Years, for fo many 
there are from 966 to 1302, about which time, according to the 

Catalogues of thefe Emperors, and the general receiv’ Opinion of 

-Ethiopia ghuna Amalat Reign’d, in whom the Polterity of Sclomon 

-wasreltor'd tothe Empire, and thofe are the only Emperors there 

-taken notice of, for Ido not now {peak of thofe, who intruded 
themfelyes into the Einpire, which did not'belong to them. 

_ From’ this ghz, who Reign’d about the Year 1300 till Zara Pr, 

= Faoob, who AEN about 1437, they reckon 16 Emperors, The righ? Lise 

In the Daysof this Zara Facob the Florentine Councel was beld, roftarrde..cam 

vas (hall-be hinted hereafter) and this’ was he'that defir'd to reduce — 

this Empire'to the 'Catholick Faith, and inorder toit writ Letters — 
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and fent fome of his Ab:finians to Pope Eagenius the 4th, who 

then govern’d the Church, and anfwer'd him in a Letter men- 

tion’d by the Emperor David, or Onad Segued of Ethiopia, as will 

be feen hereafter, in a Letter he writ to Pope Clement the gth. 
-After;Zara Facob follow’d Beda Mariam, and after him Efeander, 

or Alexander, in whole Days Peterda Covilham came into Ethio- 

‚pia; about the Year 1491.» The next was Andefeon, who Reign’d 

but 6 Months, and then Naod Rul'd 13 Years, anfwering to the 

Near of our Lord 1500. Next came Onag Segued, otherwife 

-call'd David, in whole Days Don Roderick de Lima enter'd Ephio- 

pia, with the Embafly from King Emanuel of Portugal, and with 

him went F. Francis Alvarez, often mention’d in this Hiftory. 
David began his Reign in 1507, and held at tall 1540. In his 

Days the Afoor-Granhe enter d Ethiopia, deltroying and conquer- 

ing the greatelt part of it, as we {hali fee hereafter. : i 
AfmnafSegued Afnaf Segued, oiherwife call’d Claudius, or as the Ethiopians 
or Claudius name him Glaudios, fucceeded his Father David, to fuccour whom 
Emperore Don Chriffopher da Gama came into Ethiopia with 400 Poriuguefery 
-who reltor'd the Empire and flew: Granhe. This Emperor afcend- 

ed the Throne in 1540, anddy’din1548, Then follow’d Adamas 
Segued, by another Name Minas, and this was he who perfe- 
cuted and. banith’d the Patriarch. Don Andrew. de Oviedo. His 

Succeflor was Malac Segued, who began bis Rule in 1573, and 
dyd in 1597. In his Days dy’d the aforefaid Patriarch Dow 
, Andrew, and the other Fathers his Companions, as fhall be fhown, 

this Emperor neither perfecuting, nor favouring them, but fuffer- 

ing them to live at Fremona and adminilter the Sacraments to the 
“Portuguefer. The next, Jacob vul'd 7 Years; then Za Danguil, 

after whofe Death Facob reign’d again, whofe Competitor was 

Soginios, otherwile Sultan Segued. The Controverfielalted 3 Years 

Socinios prevailing in the end and governing 25 Years, without 
«including the 3 the Civil War lafted, for there are fo many from . 

1607, when Jacob dyd, till 1632, when he ended his Reiga 

with his Life. . : 

All thefe make.99 Emperors defcended from Solomon, and it is 
-no {mall Reputation to the Abyffines, to how fo great. Anti 
quity, and produce a Line of Kings forfo many Ages-to. this 
Time, when that Empire is much decay’d, by the Neighbour- 
hood of the Gallas, and the Tyranny of the Turks, as this Hiftory 

swill ifhow. ( Z know not how to reconcile the Author to him fel 
» L kere, faying the Emperors were 99, whereas before: he Says, there 
Women net were bac.24 before Chrift, and from thence till his writing, 68, which ` 
-saken notice in-all make bat 92.) Lhave not here taken notice of. the |Queen 
„gfo of Sheba, or of: Queen Candace, or the Emprefs Helen, becaule d 
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thiopia.. 


isnot the Cultom of thé s4)y/ines to Name Wotnen in ‘thefe 
Catalogues of theirs, wherein tbey alfo follow the Cultoin of the 
Fews, from whom they defcend, who, as S. Jerome oblerves, did 
not ufe to take notice of Females, in their Genealogies, 

-We have thus given a very brief account cf the Emperors of 
Ethiopia, defcended from Solomon ina direct Male Line, for a- 
‘mong them they do not admit of thofe who defcendei by the 
Females: I- took no notice of thofe,; who ufurp’d the Empire, 
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Lalibela, 
a great Em- 
perore 


during that Interval the Family of Zague Rul’d, for the reafon- 
before given; but among them there was one call’d Lalibela, who’ 


prov’d very potent, ‘had great Domin‘ons and was extraordinary 
fortunate, not only ‘in regard of his long peaceable Poffeffion of 
the Empire, which lafted 40 Years, and for leaving a Son to 
- fucceed him, who govern’d’as long ; but alfo for his greatnefs of 
Mind, in erecting fumptuous Structures, which perpetuated his: 
Name in Evhiopia. ‘He ‘caus'd many notable Architeéts to be 


brought out of Egypt; where there were always fome famous, . 


fince the railing ot the celebrated P,ramids, and {pent 24 Years 
in building 19 admirable'Churches, after an unufual and wone‘ 
derful Method, for they were all liew'd out of folid Rocks, and’ 


Churches 
hem’d out 


moft curioufly-contriv’d. So that as in other ftately Works we of folid Rocks. 


admire how much they increafe by the addition of the Stones 
the Workmen lay on; 1n thefe prodigious Churches the Work 
increas'd as «the Sione diminifh’d, for all the advancing of the 
‘Structure depended on what was hew’d from it. The Nimes of 
the Churches were thefe, S. Emanuel, S. Saviour, S. Mary, the 
Holy Grofs, S, George, Golgotha, Bethlehem, Marcoreos, the Martyrs 
and Lalibela. This lalt, which is the ch'efeft, and finet Strufture 
retain'd the Name of the Founder of them all, well deferv’d by 
a Prince fo magnanimous and of fuch fingular Piety, who ina 
Country where there ever were fuch mean Structures, and fo 
preat a Scarcity of Builders, had Refolution and Treafure enough 
to bring thofe notable Artifts from fo far, which mult be an ex- 
traordinary Expence, and to erect fuch fingular Works, worthy 
tobe reckon’d among the molt fumptuous and wonderful in the 
World. The particular Defcription of thefe Churches I leave to 
F. Francis Alvarez, who faw them himfelf, as he writes in his, 
‘Hiltory. ' 
On Teenie of thefe Renowned and Pious Works, the com- 
‘mon People look’d upon this Emperor as a Saint, and perhaps he 
might be fo} I wil here £t down what we find written con- 
cerning him, in a Book of theirs. On the 17th of Fune, fays the 
Book, the blefed, unfpotted Contemplator of the Heavenly Ahferies, 
Lalibela, Emperor of Ethiopia, ee to ref: When this nent was 
r j orn 





Lalibela 
reckon d a 
Saint 
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born, his Parents educated kim in the Fear of God; and when he was 
grown up a Youth, the Emperor his Brocher was told, that he fhould 
pofefs his Empire and fix upon his Throne ; wherenpon he grew envious, 
fent for him, and.order'd him to be whipt, but the Stripes did nit 
touch him, the Angel of the Lord delivering him, which Angel re- 
_ veal'd to him, that he fhould build the Ten Churches, and when he 
had. done building them, he refed in Peace, 
© Thus far their Book, which ts no Gofpel, but relates many 
Aprocryphal Stories, as F. Emanuel de Almeyda informs us, and as 
{fuch I look upon what F. Francis Alvarez tells us, that he faw | 
written ina Book they kept in that Church, wherein it is fid _ 
That a King, whofe Name was Abraham, liv’d there a retirà 
Life, for the fpace of 40 Years, and that he wasa Prie(t. ang 
faid Maf every Day, for which an Angel daily fapply’d him with: - 
Bread and Wine. I queltion not but he was a Holy Man, if the 
Angel, came thus to attend him 5 but it does not appear that there 
was any fuch Emperor then in Ethiopia, fsi 

This {hort Account of the Emperors of Ethiopia will give us 
{fome Light, for the better underftanding of this Hiffory ; and ag 
we have feen the Original of the Knowledge of the true God in 
Ethiopia; {o {hall we now fee how the Faith of JESUS CHRIST 
came into this Empire. The famous Porraguexe Hiltorian Fames 
de Couto Decad. 7. lib. 1. cap. 8. brings a long Catalooue Of the 
Emperors of Ethiepia, but not upon fuch certain Information. 
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At what Time and in what manner the Kpowledge of 

= the Faith of CHRIST was brought into Ethiopia ; 

` a Proof of it out of the Ethiopian Books ; a farther 
Confirmation of it. 








oft unqueftion’d Tradition. among the Ethiopians, that 


AS the Knowledge of the Faith of JESUS CHRIST, itis a 
m 


they receiv’d it by means of the Eunuch and great Favourite to 
Candace, Queen of Ethiopia, of whom mention is made in the 
Ads of the Apoftles, chap. 8. I will here deliver this Story in the 
fame Words it is written in the aforemention’d Book of Aaxum, 
or Aczum, whence F. Emanuel de Almeyda took it, and it runs 





thus, 

~ Before the Queen of Sheba went to Jerufalem to hear the Wifdom Story of Q.» 

of Solomon, all the People of Ethiopia were Heathens; but at her Candace. 

Return, [he brought th.m the Hifrory of Genefis, and they contins d in 

the Jewith Law, till the coming of CHRIST. After that, Queen 
—Candace’s Ennuch’s going to Jerufalem to pay his Worfhip on the Feaft 

of the Paflover, was the canfe of their becoming Chriftians, for the 

















< 


Gentiles, who embrac'd the jean Law, went to Jerufalem at the 
Paflover, becauf: it was not awful for them to offer Sacrifice in their 
own Country, but in the Place where the Nase of God was call'd up- 
on. And as the faid Eunuch was returning, the Angel of the Lord 
fpoke to Philip, and faid to him, Arile and go towards the South 
to the way that goes down from Ferufalem to Gaza in the Des 
fert. He went thither and found an Ethiopian, Eunuch to Quecw 
Candace of Ethiopia, who was Treafurer of all her Wealth and came 
to adore in Jerufalem, and was returning into his Country in bis 
Chariot ; and Philip coming sp, beard he read a Prophecy of Uaiah, 
and askd him, Whether he underftood what he read è He, anfwer d 
How fhould he underffand it, walefs Jome body taught him? And 
intreated Philip to come up into his Chariot, which he did, and taking 
occafion from what he ask d, concerning that Prophecy, he preach d 
to kim FESUS CHRIST, converted, in/irutted him in the Faith. and 
baptix’d hirs. Then the Spirit took away Philip, and he faw the 
Ennach no more, He continuing an Fourney very joyfully, for aa 
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iB hapned to him, came into Ethiopia, and to his Miffreffes 


Palace, and telling this Story, they belieu'd in the Gofpel of 1h: Grace 
of JESUS CHRIST. Thus far the Ethiopian Book, which is 
almoft the fame we readin thetabove quoted place of the Acts of 
the Apoftles, 

The Hitlories of Echiopia farther add, That, when cur Saviour- 
was born, Bacena.Reign'd, being the twentieth King from Meni- 
lehec, the Son of Solomon. (Nore here that the Aan before calls 
this King Phacen, and fays he was the 24th Emperor fromMenalehec, 
whichis a grofs mif ake, as well as that before, obferv'd.) It is no 
{mall honour to the byffiniaas to have been the firft of all For- 
reign Nations that emtracd the Faith of CHRIST, after the A- 
poftles began to fpread it through the World; and fo it is many 
Fathers expound thole Words of the 68 Pfalm, vers. 31. Ethiopia 
[ball fon firetch ost her Hands unte Göd; becaufe it iubmitted to 
CHRIST before any other:Province in the World., | 

But that Eunuch being no Buhop,. nor fo much asa Prieft.in 
Ethiopiay and having but an imperfect Knowledge of the My- 
feries of the Faith, as betng:initruéted and. baptiz’d upon the 
Road, and.that.by Philip, who was.a Deacon, and neither Apo 
ftle, nor Bifhop, who are the Fathers of fpirttual Life, and by 
Empofaiom of their Hands can in Spirit beget Sons, that may alo- 
be Fathers, : his Preaciting was notin: fuch perfect: Knowledge as 
might be requifite, and they only: receiv’ da confufe Ilea of the 
Faith cf-CHRIST, and continwd in the Obfervation of the Eaw.- 
of Mofes; till S. Athanafus was prefesrd to S. Marks Chair at 
Alexandria, in the: Year of our Lord 326; forin his Time Gol 
ordain’d the Faith fhould extend all over Evhiopia, and that there 
Mould: be aBifhop in:itsand Prietts, t in. G 

As for Sa AZatthew’s coming into this Epbiopia and preaching the: 
Gofpel; it isa thing the Abyffnians know nothing of, and alto- 
gether proundlefs, and when the Fefzics.told them, that our Hi-- 
tories: gave an. Account of it, they anfwerd,, Ie mult be un-- 
der{teod of theJower Achiopiz, which ftretches: froin, Saaghem up 
the finland; asi fara’ Egypt; for they never knew any, thing of 
3. Afatthew, or any otber:Apolde coming into the Country, as, 
their Books teftifté, and-all thole affvin,. who-among them. value, 
themfcives.upon having any Knowledge of Antiquity. yoi. 

The occafion and manner of the Faith of CHRIST being. more 
formally introduc d.into Ethiopia, insmy.Opimon, was-that we- 
fadin Ruffinws Mie Beckefalttical Bitoryy, Ub te cap. ou. The learn 
od Cardinal Baronis gave Such) ent ee Credit to him, stha: be ine, 
ferted.\al his Relationin the 3d,Velume.ot bis Annals, (nthe 
Year of Grace 327; avhenbetuiksdihapgen’d , whigh db agen $ 
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` before done by Socrates, Sizomen and T.beodoret, Yet none of the 
four knew certainly, which the Country was they {poke of, 
thinking it enough to fay, that the great Conyerfton they treated. 
of happen’d in the Lower, or Hither Jadis, as it really was. But 
Raffinus was miftaken, placing it, beyond the Gulph of Per fray 
between. the Parihians and the Medes, whereas he ihould have 
brought it into this Ethiopia, 1.car the Red Sea. -And whereas 
the E Se there is between this Story of Ruffizus, and that 
the 4byfjinians tell us of their Converfion, was betore unknown ;. 
it has pleasd.God to difcover. this Truth to the Fathers of the 
Society, who were there, by reading: our. Books,. and thofe of 
_E:kiopia, comparing them both together. To come to the Rela- 
tion Ruffiaus in his Tripartite Hiltory fpeaks thus. 
.. © A certain Philofopher born at Tyre, whole name. was Me- Ethiopia 
© repint,. being defirous to Travel through Jndia, left his Coun- when converte - 
“try, taking along with.him two Children his Nephews, whom ed out of" 
© he inftruéted in the liberal Aris: The Youngeit of them was Rufinus.. 
© call'd Edefizs, the Elder Fr smentins, Having travell’d and feen 
© all he defr’d, he return’d towards Zyre, but falling: fhort of 
* Water and Provifions,; was.obligd to put into a certain Port 
“of Barbarians with his Ship, It is the Cuftom of that Naticm. 
‘when any. Ship. arrives there, to enquire of the Neighbouring 
© People, whether the Peace they haye made with the Romans 
-© holds good, andaf they hear of any Breach, they immediately 
* fall upon the Mariners, and kill all the Romans they find among: 
‘them. On this pretence they f{eiz'd on the Philofopher; takirg: 
© the Ship and killing all the Men init. Thetwo Children were, , 
© at this Time,.athore, refting themfelves, and conning their Leflons. 
© The Barbariins feeing them,and, being mov'd to Compaflion, Ipard: 
* their Lives; and carry’d them as a Prefent to their King, wlio 
© was fo fond of them, that he made Edefius his Cup-Beares, 
© and finding Frameatius more folid and underftanding entrulted : 
t Jim with all his Writings; and Acccuxts. The King dying,- 
t appointed. the Queen. to Govern his Dominions, till bis Eldelt 
t Son, then under Age, was capable of the Adminiltration ; and. 
< pave the two Youths their Liberty, and free leaveto go where». 
‘- foever they pleas. . A ee stacy de ak, > 
-| © They being about to prepare to return into.their ewn- Cour Frumentius- 
try, the Queen earneltly intreated them to ftay, and afhlt ber Governs» - 
tin the Government, till fuch time as her Son was of Age to 
‘manage it himfelf, bcing-deftitute of Perfons-ef fuch Experience, . 
“and whom fhe could fo well tru{tas they. This-the did chicfly 
ton account cf Framentins, whole. Wifdoin was fuch, that he- 
alone could have goveun’d larger Kingdoms; for Edefus was a. 
aa. Ser ae to THORS 
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“< plainer ‘Man. They two having the ordering of all Things, 
© God mov’d the Heart of Frumentius, who was a Chriltian, ob- 

t ferving that Roman Merchants reforted to that Country, to en- 

'& quire, whether there were any Chriftians among them, whom 
© he tent for, fhow’d them extraordinary Kindnets, and allow’d 
L 

<£ 














them great Privileges, to the end they might meet in fome Towns, 
and there offer up their Prayers, after the Roman manner. He 
€ himfe!f would be prefent, and invited the People of the Country 
€ with Gifts and Kindnefs, allowing them to Embrace the Faith 
< of CHRIST, to which he drew many of them. When the 
€ Prince was of Age and Difcretion to take the Government upon 
€ him; tho’ both he and-his Mother us’d all endeavours to retain 
© the two Brothers, they could not prevail, 

Js made Bi- . * Returning homewards, Ede/ws made all Speed to Tyre, to 
Pop: © © fee his Parents and Kindred; but Framentias went to Alexandria, 
: © where §. Athanafias had not long been Patriarch, to whom he 
€ gave an account of all his Adventures, and the good Difpofition 
“there was in that Country for a plentiful Harvelt of Souls, 
€ telling him it would be convenient to {end fome Bifhop thither, 
< to take Charge of thofe Churches and Chriftians there were al- 
© ready. S. Athanaas aflembling the Bithops, looking upon Frs- 
© mentins, and confidering his Actions, his Werds, his Zeal, and 
< Underltanding, faid to him in the midit of them all. Whom 
“can we find equal to your felf, on whom the Divine Spirit may fo 
© much refide, and operate? And Confecrating him Bifhop, he 
*‘order’d Nom to return, with his Bleffing, and the Grace of the 
Converts E- < Lord. Frumentias returning for Zadia, was fo fulland replenifh’d 
thiopia. © with the virtue of the molt high, that he wrought many Mi- 
<€ racles, not inferiour to thofe of the Apoltles, by which many 
© became Chriftians in thofe Parts of Zadit, many Churches were 
€ built, and many Priefts ordain’d. This we do not deliver without 
< good grounds, only upon Hearfay, but having had it froin the 
€ Mouth of Edefins himielf, who had been Companion to Fra- 
< mentius, having met him at Tyre, where he was a Prieft. Thefe 
~* are the Words of Reffinus, interted by Baronius in his 3d Yo- 

© fume, inthe Year of CHRIST 327. hat 
Phis Story we find almolt in the fame ‘Words and Method, 
in feveral Erhigpian Books, and particularly in shat they fo 
highly value of the Church cf Aaxum, or Aczam, which delivers 







































































it thus. 
Whefamefrom © After many Years were palt, a Merchant came from Tyre, 
the Ethi-.- © with two Servants, «the one callu Fremonazos and the other Sy- 


opian Beoks. « dracos, and the Merchant falling fick, dy’d near the Sea, in the 
“Dominions of Erhiopia; tor which Reafon the Youths were 
: © brought 
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ght to the King, who was well pleas’d with them, and or- 


“ brou 
€ 
c 


“much at the People of Ethiopia, and ask’d them, How they 
< came to believe in the Faith of CHRIST, becaufe they faw 
* Women wore the Sign of the Holy Crofs on their Heads, and 
* they. prais& God, who had been fo merciful to thofe People, as 


€ that they fhould believe without preaching, and receive the Faith - 


€ without ai Apoltle. They continu’d in that King’s Court 
© whillt he livd, and at his Death he difcharg’d.and give them 
< leave to go whither they pleas’d. l 

© Sydracos therefore return’d to hisown Country Tyre; and Frea 


* monatot went to the Patriarch of Alexandria, defiring him to: 


oer the Salvation of the Ethiopians, and told him all he 


© 
€ had feen, and how they believ'd, without having been taught 


‘ by the Apoftles. The Patriarch rejoyc’d very much, and gave- 


€ great Praife to God, for his mercy in acquainting them with his 
© Holy Faith: Then he faid to Fremonatos, you fhall be their 


* Paftor, for God has chofen and rais’d You. Then after Ordaining 


€ him Prieft, he made him Bithop of Ethiopia; and he returning 
* baptiz’d the Natives, and ordain’d many Priefts and Deacons, 
© to afit him, and was much honour'd and refpected by all Men. 


‘ And becaufe he brought Peace, they call’d:him= Abba Salama, — 


< which fignifies Father of Peace, or Peaceable. His coming into 
* Ethiopia was in the Reign of bra and Axba, Brothers, who 
< receiy’d the Doctrine of Holinefs, ds the dry Earth receives the 
© Rain from Heaven. Thus far the Book of Aaxam, or Aczam: 
In another containing the Life of Abba Tecla Haymanot, of whom 
we fhall {peak hereafter; itis exprefs’d, that the Patriarch of Alex- 
andria who confecrated Fremonatos and fent him into Erhiopia 
was S. Athanafiuss and this is the Tradition and Belief of all 
thofe, who in this Country know any-thing: of Hiftory. 


- Both thefe Hiltories, as well the Ethiopian, as ours agree that Confent be» 
S. Athanafias was the Patriarch, who Confecrated Fremonatos, or tween the two 
Framentivs; and all the Ethiopian Books confent that this. was Relations. - 


the beginning of the Converfion of the Abyfises to the Faith 
of CHRIST, there being no material Difference; fër they only 
vary in not calling ALeropins by his Name, and not faying he was 
a Philofopher, but a Merchant of Tyre, and that he dyd a na- 
tural Death, and that the younger of the Lads was call'd Sydra- 
chos, and in calling Framentius Fremonatos, which does not at all 
teffen the Credit, or the Conneétion of the Story. 


For as to the fiot Point, the Erhiopian Writers might per- pificultign = 
haps not know the Name of A4eropius, who was a Stranger 5reconcii’d>-- 


and. 
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* derd they fhould be with his own Sons. They wonderd 


them Pray and Adore the molt Blefled Trinity, and that their- 
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-and as for faying he dy’d a natural and nota violent Death, 
either they might believe fo, or be afham’d to own {uch a piece 
of Barbarity and Cruelty of their Country, as the murdering 

«of a Stranger that came upon their, Coat, Nore it any Con- 
tradition to call him a Merchant and not a Philofopher, for it 
iswell known that many of the Ancient Philofophers were alfo 

“Merchants, as Solon, Thales, Crates, Zenon, Hippocrates, and Pluto; 
which Cuftom was alfo at Tyre, where the Merchants were not 
sonly Fhilofophers, but alfo Princes and Governours, as appears 
‘by thofe Words of Jfaiah chap. 23. v. 6. Who ‘hath taken this 
Counfel againft Tyre, the crowning City, whofe Merchants are Princes, 
whofe Trafickers are the honourable of the Earth? And the Traders 
of Tyre, had fettled their Trade towards Jadia, on the Red Sea, at 
the Port we now call Tor, or Gibel-Tor, as being at the Foot of 
Mount Sinai, and in fight of it and the Arabs calling a Moun- 
tain Gibel, they therefore call’d Mount Sinai, Cibeltor, becaufe it 
ftands over the Town of Tor. ~ i 

Here it is likely Meropins embark’d for India, being of Tyre, 
and this might be the Port ‘he directed his Cour{e toin his return, 
but-was forc'd into AZazua, 45 Leagues from duxum, or Aczum, 
the Metropolis of Erbiopia, By reaton of this Trade, the Tyrian 

‘Mariners were as well acquainted with the Red-Sea, as the Medi- 

terranean, on whofe fhore their City f{tood, and thofe who came’ 
from India for Tyre by Sea, muł needs run up the Red-Sea to 

‘Tor, or fone other nearer Harbour, whence they might Travel by 
Land to Tyres but they putting into Mazaa were carty’d to’ 
Aurum, ox Aczsm. 

-Nor was Edefias miltaken, in calling Ethiopia by the Name of 

India; but Reffinus was out in not knowing, and mifplacing it. 
For the Peopl of Phenicia, Syria, and Egypt give the Name of- 
India to all that Tract of Land, which {tretches out to the Eaft- 
ward from szeg, on both fides the Sea, and particularly to Erie? 

pia above Egypt, which is the Abyffine Empire we fpeak of. 

Marcus Astonius Sabellicus -Enead. 19. lib. 8. writes out of’ 

Herodotus, that a great number of People fwarm’'d out of Jndia: 
into rick, and being fettled and increafing there, gave it the’ 
name of theCountry they came from, calling it Zedia-y as wee 
fee the Vandals, gave the naime of Vandalia to that Province of 
‘Spain, we corrupily call Andalazia; and Virgil {peaking of the: 
Nile, which has its Source in Ethiopia, as has been obferyd. - 
days it rifesamong the dudians. irge meni a 3, 
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Excherins on the 1{t Book of Kings, calls the Queen of Sheba, 
Indian; and Procopius on Ifaiah, Ethiopian, Which name was 
ever after continu'd to the Abyffinians, as appears by a Letter 
Pope Alexander the 3d fent the Emperor of Ethiopia, in the 
Year 1174, by Philip, a Phyfician, mention’d by Cardinal Ba- 
ronius in his 12th Volume, the Super{cription whereof runs thus, 


Chariffimo in Chrijto Filio, illafri © magnifico Indorum Regi, c.. 


To our moft dearly beloved Son in CHRIST, the Hluftrious and 
Magnificent King of the Indians, 8c. Marcus Paulus Venetus, 
whe travell’d all over the Ealt, about the Year 1300, calls Abyf- 
fnia the middle India; yet not properly, becaufe to be call’d the 
middie, there ought to be another below it, however the name of 
India is allow'd. ) TE 

_ Nor is the Connexion between thefe two Relations any wa 


Jeffen’d by the Ethiopian Books calling Framentins’s Companion “4S fre- 
Sidracos and not Edefus ; for as much as it is an ancient Cultom 9474/7 
of Matters to give new Names to their Slaves, as we fee in Daniel chang 4. 


and his Companions, one of whom, viz. Ananias, was by the 
Prince of the Bunuchs call’d Shadrac, which is the fame as Sidrac, 
or Sidracos. Inthe Name of Frumentius the Alteration was {mall 
at firt ; calling him Fremenatos, and many other Names are much 
more alter’d in Ethiopia, for they call S. Sylvefer, Solpetros; 
S. Damafus, Damaris ; S. Dionyfius, Dionaceos; S. Ildefonfies, Decios, 
and fo others, Four Leagues Ealtward of duxwm, or Aczum, 
which was their Metropolis, as appears bya Place in S. Athanafis, 
which we fhall fodn quote, ftands a Town, the mot famous and 
frequented in all the Kingdom of Tigre. It is call'd Fremona, 
where the Fathers of the Society had their firit and principal Re- 
fidence, and it feems to have been fo to S. Fremonatos, and he to 
have taken this firft Name from it. _ 
Afterwards, the People obferving the Sanétity of their Prelate, 


and that he had made Peace betwixt God and them, they call'd Frumentius 
him Abba Salama, which fignifies, Peaceable Father. From him ¢g/J’d Abba< 
to Simon, who was the Abana, that rebell'd with Elos againtt the Salama. 


Emperor Sultan Segued, and was kill’d at the Battel of Sada, in 
the Year 1618, as {hall be faid hereafter, they reckon 95 Absna’s ; 
and this Holy Abba-Salama, or Fremonatos, was {till living in the 
Year 356, which was the 20th of the Emperor Confantizs, when 
that Emperor being an Arian Heretick, had put George an Arian 
Patriarch into Alexandria, in the Place of S. Athanafius, as is to be 
feen in theLife of that Saint and many other Books; and the Saint 
abfconding, the wicked Emperor thought he was fled into Erki- 
opia, to his Son Frumentius, and therefore writ to the Ethiopian 
Monarch and Governors of Aaxum or Aczam, that Letter S. Atha- 

- M nafas 
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nafius mentions in his firt Apology, entitul’d thus ::Hec adver fus 
Erumentiam Epifcopum. Auxwmeo:, Tyrannisvejus loci Scripta funt è 
That is, This was writ to the Governors of duxam, aganit Frs- 
mentius the Bifhop of that Place. And in the Letter, the Here- 
tical Emperor teltifies, that S, Framéntius was coniecrated Bifhop 
by S. Arhanafins in thele Words: Ye know and remember, unlefs 
zepretend to be Ignorant of fuch Things as are notorioufly wanifef, 
that Frumentius was chofen to this Rank by Athanafius, a Masi guilty 
of all forts of dis... And to conclude, he orders them, in-c.fe £- 
thanafins be among them to fend him to Alexandria, to be puni- 
fhed, and with him Framentins to be inftructed, and confirm’d by 
George the Arian Bifhop. Cardinal Baronias handles this Point, 
Anno Chrifi 356. num. 18. 
3 ‘This makes out a miftake in'the faid Cardinal Baronivs, whoin 
Bellarmin his Notes on the.Roman Martyrology on the 27th of Offober, where 
his miftake. jn the faid Martyrology he ‘makes mention of our S. Framentias or 
Fremonatos, fays, that in the Days of S. Athanafius there were two 
Bilhops, who, bore the Name of Frumentius, the one confecrated 
by that Saint, Bifhop of the Lower Jndia, whofe Feaft is kept on 
that Day, and of whom we here treat; and the other Exfhop of 
Auxume,a City in Egypt, of whom S dthanafius makes mention’ 
in his firit Apology. But S. Framentias andthe Bifhop of Auxume 
or Auxum, 1s the fame with him of the lower Jndia; for Ansans 
was the Capital City of it, as has been fhown. Nor does Prolemy, 
tho’ an Egyptian and of zdlexandria, in his Tables or Geography, 
Name any City call'd Auxume in Egypt, but in Ethiopia, above 
Esypt, which is this we {peak of, and in the fame Place where 
the Ruins of it are now, and he calls. it a Royal City, ag 
may be feen in the 5th Book of lis Geography, cap 8. and in the 
4th Table of Africk. Eee 
Befides the fame Letter from Conftantius plainly proves, that 
Auxam, where Frumentius was Bifhop, and which is there fpoken. 
of, was nota City in Egypt; for there are thefe* Words in ite 
Therefore fend the Bifhop Frumentius, as foon as pofftble into Egypt, 
to the ‘moft Venerable George, and other Bifhopsin Egypt, who have 
the Supream Authority in treating and judging of Bifbops. So that 
had Awxume, where Frumentius was Bifhop, been a City in Egypt 
there was.no need forthe Emperor to order him to'be brought into i 
Egyptand be prefented before the Bifhops of Egypr. But as R; f 
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Error of was miftaken in placing the hither Tadia, whereof Edefas poke 
Rufinus.. E him, near Parthia, fo Cardinal Baronias err’d in not placing: the 
“City Aaxume in this lower Jadia, or Ethiopia above Egypt, but in 
Egypt itielf; which may fometimes happen to thofe who do not 

write what they faw, but what they recetvefrom others, 


Sve. 














| The Travels of the Fefuits ti: Ethiopia. 


`> A further Proofthereof is, that the Governors of Aaxum are in 
that.Letter call’d Tyranni; for this Name the Romans gave to all 
Kings and Great Men who were not their Subjects, as thofe of E- 
thiopia were not; whereas all Egypt was theirs, fince the Days of 
Anguftus Cefar and Cleopatra, who was the lat Queen of Egypt. 

The King to whom the two Lads Edefiws and Frumentius were 
prefented as Slaves, was in all likelyhood Agder, between whom Two Kings 
and Bacena, who reign’d in our Saviour’s Days, the Catalogue of reigning 
Kings-of-Esiopia-places-13-others. The-Child- at-his Death left jointly. 
under Age to govern, was perhaps 4br2, who feems to have af- j 
fociated to him in the Kingdom another younger Brother call’d 
Azha; for all the Ethiopian Books tell us, that when $. Frumentius 
return'd into Ethiopia, confecrated Bifhop by S. Athanafius, two 
Brothers call’d Abra and Azba reign’d jointly, and that in their 
Date third were, great Numbers converted to the’ Law of 
CHRISA Ry os: 








Genebrardus in hisChronicon makes mention of them, by the 
Name of Defenders and Spreaders of the Chriftian Religion, and At what 
that inthe 17th Year of their Reign, the Faith extended. wonder- * 7e. 
fully; but he was miftaken, in making them an hundred Years 
more Modern than they really were; for he fays they liv’d in the 
Year of CHRIST 460, whereas the utmolt they could live to mult 
be 360, becaufe the {aid two Brothers were reigning when S. Fræ- 
menting return’d from Alexandria, confecrated Bifhop by Se Aiha- 
nafies, who was lately made Patriarch, and begun to be fo in the 
Year 326: So that S. frumentins might return about 330, and he 
being {till alive in 356, as has been {hown, the two Brother Em- 
perors could: not probably Sutvive 360. 
I fappofealithofe who {hall happen to read this Hiftory, will — -~ 
not make aQueftion of Erhiopia’s being the lower Jndia, where Ethiopia the 
Meropius landed in his Return to Fyre, and where S. Framentins Lewer India. 
was fir{t/a-Captive or Slave. and afterwards Bifhop of Assam or 
Aczum, and Apoltle of that Nation; {nce in it we findan Agree- 
ment of all Circumftances of Name, Place and Actions, and did 
not the Power of Truth fo {trongly unite the Relation of Rufinus 
and the Hittories. of Ethiopia, there could not be fuch Confonance 
bebween them: i o0 in f 
-By allthatvhas been faid it appears, that the Faith of CHRIST" 
was brought in. Form into Ethiopie by means of S. Frumentins, fent When fully 
by S. Athanafias, Bifhop of Alexandria, in the Year of our Lord converted. 
330, little more or leis; for S. Athanafizs dy’'d in the Year cf 
Grace 372, according to the beft Account of Cardinal Baronins. 
Tom. 4. p. 33%, and that Saint governing his Church’ 46 Years, - 
his beginning being under ara the Great, who gas Set 
$ 2 , is 
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his Reign in 326, and this Paflage of Fremonatos, being, in the 
beginning of S. Athanafias’s Rule, it follows, as bas been iaid, that 
the Faith of CHRIST came into Ethiopia about the Year 330, little 
over or under. The Roman Martyrology makes menuon of S. Fru- 
mentins {eht by S. Athanafius, to this Converfion, on the 27th of 
Oétober. ; ; : 





C Hu A P XVI. 


At what Time the Monaftical Life began in Ethiopia ; 
with an Account of the Holy King Kaleb. 


wW E have fix’d the Time, when the Knowledge of the Faith 
of CHRIST began more regularly in Ethiopia; it remains 
now to clear another Point, very confiderable in itfelf, and very 
acceptable to the Curious, which is, at what Time the Monattical 
Life firft came into that Empire; and in regard this Affair is much 
controverted, there being variety of Opinions about it, and much: 
Falfbood intermix’d with {fome Truth » Therefore E will here de- 
liver what:the moft Reverend Patriarch of Ethiopia, Dow Alfonfa 
Mendez writ concerning it, in the Information he gave upon 
Oath, after he had with indefatigable Labour fairly extracted alli 
he found relating to this. Point in the Ethiopian Books, and Au- 
thors that treat of fuch Affairs, being himfelf then in Abyfinia.. 


€ It is likely, (fays he) that S. Athana/ius did not fend S Fra- 
‘ mentins into Ethiopia alone, but that he gave bhim fome Councel-. 


‘Monks when * lors and Affiftants, of thofe he always had about him, who were- 
firk in Ethi- © try’d Monks of Exemplary Lives, bred up under S; Antony, then: 
< living, for whom he had fo great an Effeem, that he writ his 
t Life, and boafts of his Friendfhip and In{truGtionss. whereof he: 


“ gave Teftimony when going: to Rome, in the Year 340, being 


* call'd by S. Falias, then Pope, to anfwer to the Calumnies. laid: - 
‘to his Charge by the Arians, who took along with him Jfdorus. 


a 


and Ammonis, two cholen Monks; the fight of whom drew 
the Eyes and inflam’d the Hearts of the Roman Court and Nobi- 
$ ity, to-initate.the Monks of Ezypr,,as S. Jerome teftifies, Epi. 

163, 
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© r6. ad Principiam, Palladius Hiftor. Lanfac. cap 1. mentions 
< Iiderus's bearing S. Athanafins Company ; and that Ammonias 
© did 10, Sacrates teltifies 4 Hif. Ecclef. cap 18. 

= © Tam perfwaded, that S. Athanafias gave S. Frumentins fuch 
© Companions, by the Words of S. Ferome Epi. 7. ad Letam, 
€ where inviting her to fend her Daughter Paala, then a Child, to 
€ her Grand-mother S. Pasta, the Elder, that {he might there be 
< fed among the Lillies of Purity, he fays, From India, Perfia and 
© Ethiopia, we daily receive Troops of Monks. And that it may 
€ appear. he does not {peak of that Erhiopia which borders on 4- 
€ rabia, where Mofes took his Ethiopian Wife, but that it was: 
€ this above Egypt, in the 17th piak to Marcellus, he fays, What 
© need we mention the Armenians, the Perfians, the Indians, rhe Ethio- 
© pians, or Egypt, clofe by abounding in Monks? From which Places 
© we may collect, that the Religious Life enterd Ethiopia toge- 
< ther with the Faith of CHRIST ; for according to the Compu- 
€ tation of Cardinal Baronins, Tom.. 4. anno 372. re ie was 
* Born in the Year 342, which was the Time, a Year over or 
© under, when S. Frumentius converted all Ethiopia ; for about that 
€ Time muft fall the 27th Year of Abra and Azba, and he dyd 
© in 420: And in that Interval of Time, when he writes, the 
€ Monaftical Life did fo flourifh in Ethiopia, that Swarms of Monks 
& went thence to vifit the Holy Places, 


© Tho’ there were already Monks in Ethiopia in the Days of S: 


£ ee yet 50 or 60 Years after his Death, there was- a great 
© Increafe of them by many Monks that came in, who the Erhio- 
“ pian Hiftories of the Monaltery of Axxam, and of all the other 
-§ Churches, fay, came from Rum and from Egypt. Thefe, it may 
€ be gather'd, enter’d that Country betwixt the Years: 470 and 
* 480. The moft renown’d- of them are Nine, who fettled and 
© erected Monatteries in the Kingdom of Tigre; which we find: 
& exprefly declar'd in the Life of Tecla Haymanot, in the Chroni- 
© cles of Aaxum, and in many. other Books. 


© Thefe Chronicles tell us, that after the Days of Abra and Azha;, 
` ©in whofe Time S. Framentins was confecrated Bifhop, till the 


& coming of thefe Religious Men, there were Six Emperors, dzfa;. 
< Arded and Amey, Brothers,. who they fay. divided the Days in- 
€ to 3 Parts, and took their Turns round in-the Government, 4+ 
< rado, Aladoba, or Saladoba and. Amiamid, whom others call Ala- 
© mid, and others Alamida ; and whom £E. Fames Gualterius in his 
“ Chronicle, rightly places in the 5th Century, under tbis: laft 
-« Name: It will not be impertinent here to tranflate the very 
© Words of the Chronicle of daxam, which arethefe. Jn the 
® Days-of Amiamid many Monks: came: from Rum, who fill'd all thes 


Empires: 








































7 7 <a = p -- 5. >- NER ar ae = 
~ pie 7S a ae wee Ee a wae ee eS 
a A a x a x, ; : ae Gay ¢ 










































































































































































The Travels of the Jefuits in Ethiopia. 


< Empire; Nine of them fayd in Tigre, and each of them erected a 
< Church of his own Name. A 

< To Eight of them the: People of the Country gave Names af- 
€ ter their manner, from fometbing that befel them, and.only one 


Nine famons © call'A Pantaleo prefery’d hisown. The Names are thefe, Abba 


Monks. 


< Arogavy, fignifying theOld Man, becaufe he was the Eldeftiand 
Superior of them all; Abba Pantaleon, AbbaiGuarima, Abba: A- 
left, Abba:Sabami, Abba Afe, Abba Licanos, Abba Adimata; Ab- 
baos, whom they call’d Guba, fignifying ‘Swollen, becaufe he 
building his Church on a very high Mountain, where. he livd 
alone, thofe that pafs’d by the Foot of it faid, What high Swollen 
Monk is this? Whence this Nickname {tuck by him. Thefe 
Monks wrought extraordinary Miracles, by which they convert- 
eda great Part of Ethiopia. Among the ref, they tell.one of a 
great Serpent that was about daxum, which devour'd many 
Men and much Cattel, and burft afunder by their Prayers. Thus 
far the Books of Auxum. In the Life of Tecla:Haymanot there is 
writ as follows. He came to the Monaftery Damo, builtiby Abba 
Agaravi, one of the Nine Saints that came from.Rum and Egypt, 
in the Days of Alamida, the Sow of Saladoba, and. Predeceffor to 
Tacena. Thefe Nine are fo many Stars that gave Light to all the 
World, @c. And fo theyrun on in their Praifess:' ` 

< Ram mentiond in thefe two Places, is not: Rome, which the 


Nn A BORA nr RRR AHA HA HA A 


Groce call'a Abyffines always call Romea, as well initheir: Vulgar Tongue as 


Rum. 


in the learned of their Books, but Greece, Thrace and Conjtanti- 
nople ; becaufe Con/tantin removing the Seat of his Empire thither, 
and defigning in all Refpects to make it equal to Rome, would 
have it fo in Name alfo, calling it Mew Rome, as we read in fe- 
veral Imperial Laws, Councils, and Greek Hiltorians 5 and with 
the Emperor and his Court-all the Prime Nobility of Rome came 
thither, and the Turks afterwards. making themfelves Matters of 
Conftantinople, it may well be fuppos'd, from Romans they came 
to be call'd Rames. That Emperor dividing the adjacent Lands 
of Thrace among his Pretorian Bands, that {9 they might forget 
their Poffeffions in Jtaly, they all fettled there ; whence Thrace 
came to change its Arit Name, being from the New Roman Ine 
habitants call’d Romania, which Name it ftill retains throughout 
all the Ea#: And as all the Wefern People are call’d: Frangues, 
from the Francs or French, -who.went to Conquer the Holy Land, 
fo all the Greeks and any other Exropeans thereabout Subject to 
the Turks, are call’d Raumes, becaufe many of their Anceftors were 
“ Romans ; and fo Conftantinople and Greece, Rum for the fame Rea- 
€ fon. Hence came that which we find in our Hiftories of idia, 
‘as John de Barros,-Conto, Mapheus, Oc. that the Portaguexes al- 

i ; ways 
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‘ways forbid any Rumer coming thither, and they often fought 
with and overthrew them, they being Turks, Greeks and Epro- 
‘-peans, for none then came from Rome. 
< Thus, when thofe Hiftories tell us, ‘that thofe Nine Monks 
€ came from/Ram, we mult under{tand from Greece and Conftan- 
¢ tinople ; and from the Name of one of them, an which all agree 
© there was no Alteration, that is: Pantaleon, being doubtlefs a 
© ‘Greek Name, we may conclude that the reft were alloGreeks and 
© Egypriansy and notLarins. — l 
-6 We farther fuppoie, that they were all of the Order of St. 
¢ Antony, whichat that Time flourifh’d not only in Egypt, that 
€ Saints Native Gountry, but was thenfpread through all Greece. 
© For not to {peak of the reft, they {peak thefe very Words of Abba 
© Aragavi, the Eldett of them, in the Life of Abba Tecla Hayma- 
& not, viz. That Abba Aragavi took the Habit of a Monk of S. Pa- 
© chomius, S. Pachomius ot Se Macarius, S, Macarius of S. Antony, 
© (which Words wethall relate more at large in the 26th Chapter, when 
© we fpeak of Abba Tecla Haymanot, who was defcended from Abba 
© Aragavi. Now if he being the Eldeft and their Superior, was 
© of the Order of S. Antony, how could the reft chufe but be of the 
© fame? Let us now take particular Notice of the two Names of 
© Abba Pantaleon aidAbba Aragavi ; for by them we fhall difco- 
© ver the true Year thofe Nine Monks came into Ethiopia, and the. 
< Time that Tecla Haymanot iiv'd in. 
‘In order to prove that thofe 9 Monks enter’d Ethiopia: be- 








* tween the Years 470, and 480, 1t mūk be allowd, as an un- King Ele- 
€ doubted Truth, that in the Year 522 Elesbaan, whom they call baan, or- 
< Kaleb, the Son of Tacena, and Grand{on to Alamida, of both Kaleb. 


< whom we have fpoken, was Emperor of Ethiopia. This King 
© Elesbaan,.or Kaleb; was a Siint of great Renown, and as fuch 
€ horour’d by the Church, andunferted in its Martyrology, on the - 
© aath of Oftober. Simeon Metaphrafres writ his Life,as alfo the glo- 
& rious Martyrdom of S: Aretas, whom the Abyffines call Eruck, and 
© of 340 of his Companions, put to-Death by Dunaan, the Fewilh 
© King of the Homerites, which Life is in the 5th Volume of Surizs,. 
“on the 24th of Odfober ; and Cardinal Baronius in his Annals, 
“in the Yearcof our Lord, i522). > A BEKI OJ i 
- ©The fame Story tranflated litterally from Simeon ALeraphraftes is - 
“in the Ethiopian Sangaazar which is their Flos Santtorwm, or Lives- ` 
¢.of Saints; and King Kaleb’s Life is alfo by it felf, and agreesin all. 
‘points with that of the Holy Martyts, without any other dif- 
c ference, fave only-in the Names of the Kings, for they call him - 
< Kaleb; whom we Name Elesbaany and him we call seme 
Sra) ioc ive GES. Si CUE 4 ORA ‘ Ssthey - 
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< they Name Phineas, or Phinees; but all we write of Elesbaan 
“and Danaan they fay of Kaleb and Phineas. _ 
Several < Nor is this to be look’d upon as an ObjeStion, becaufe, a- 
Names given® mong the Abyffines, there is a great diverfity and multieude of 






10 one Perfon.* Names, efpecially among their Emperors, who have twoat lealt 
< the one given in Baptifm, the other at their Coronation. And 
€ not to mention the Queen of Sheba’s Son, who we have already 
€ fhow’d had three Names ; that King who fent the firit Embafly 
€ to the Portuguefes, when he heard of their being come into Jadia, 
* was firit call'd David, afterwards Lebna Danguil, fignifying, the 
“ Virgin's Incenfe, and laftly Onag Segued, His Eldelt Son was 
< nain’d Claudios and Afnaf Segued ; his Son Sarga Dangnil, and 
< Malac Segued, the Emperor who fent for the Fathers of the 
€ Society, and receiv'd them with great Honour, Socinies and Sul- 
< tan Segued: his Son, who cruelly perfecuted and expell’d them 
< Faciladas, or Bafilides, and Sultan Segued. 

© Hereof there are allo many Examples in Scripture, as Facob 
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and Jrael; Fefus anc Fofhuah; Raguel and Fethro, Hobab 
and Cin, and many more. In 'all other Refpects there is a 
wonderful Agreement, between our Books and thofe of Exhz- 






















opia, which { compar’d together, with all poffible Care and 
* Exactneis; and theirs begin precifely as ours do with thefe 
€ Words, which may be feen in Sarim, Tom. 5. O&ob. 24. 
* and in Baronius, Tom. 7. An. 522. lit. ne Jt was now near the 
* the §th Year fince Jultin weilded the Scepter of the Roman Em- 
t pire, at which time Elesbaan was Emperor af the Ethiopians 
< (they call him Kaleb). A Man, who univerfally ob:ain'd a great 
* Name for his Piety and Fuftice. He had built a Palaee in the 
* Ciy Auxume, @'c. The 5th Year of the Emperor Fa/tin, is of 
* CHRIST 522; for he began his Reign in 518, according to the 
é Calculation of the Cardinals Baronias, and Bellarmin. Now 
€ the Emperor Kaleb living in the Year 522, it follows, that 
< then alto hvd Abba Pantaleon, one of the 9 Monks, which is 
< prov'd by the fame Hiltory, as clear as the Light of the Sun. 

€ For towards the end of it we find, both in the Latin and E- 
< thiopick Copies, that the wicked Dunaan, or Phineas, having 
€ put to Death S. Aretas, or Eruth and his 340 Companions, in’ 
€ the City of Nagran, and the moft Pious mpeg ae being 
€ acquainted with it, he full of Holy Zeal writ to 4ferius, Pa- 
€ triarch of Alexandria, to exhort by Letter King Elefbaan to 
“ take upon him the Revenge of the Blood of the Innocent Mar- 
< tyrs, and the chattizing of the Perfidious Few. The Patriarch, 
< whom Simeon Metaphrajtes calls Ajferins, is in the Eshiopian Hi- 
t ftory nam’d Timothy. And the Truth is, there were both thefe 
© Patriarchs 
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* Patriarchs in Alexandria, at that Time; bot Aferixus was the 
€ Catholick, and Timorhy the Heretick ; which continu’d, for the 
€ molt part, after the Schifin of Diofcorks, as we prove by many 








< Examples in a confiderable Volume, we have compos’d, En- - 


€ titled Branhaymanot, fignifying, the light of the Faith, or an 
© Ethiopian Catechife, divided into 12 Books, where we confute 
“all the Errers of Ethiopia and the Eaftern Church ; 1ib..7. cap. 24. 
< andit is likely, that he who tranflated that Story into the E- 
‘ rhioptick, was a Heretick, and for the Honour of Timothy, a 
© mifchievous Heretick, and condemn’d in the 6th General Coun- 
‘cil, feigns that the Emperor F##in recommended to him this 
© Affair, whereas he committed it to Ajferizs, the Catholick, as 
© Simeon Metaphraffes, an Author renowned for Sincerity and 
© Sandctity, writes. a 
"€ The Holy King Kaleb having receiv’d the Patriarch’s Letters 
€ and Recommendations from the Emperor Fain, was fo inflam’d 
< with the jult Defire of Revenge, that he raisd an Army of 
120000 Men, and gather’d a Fleet on the Red Sea of 133 Sail, 
< to attack the Tyrant by Sea and Land, But he would not fet 
< out, before he had adyis’d with, and receiv’d the Bleffing of a 
< Holy Old Man, to whom God reveal’d many Things that were 
to come; and who had been 45 Years fhut upina little Tower, 
< doing extraordinaty Penance and converfing only with God. 
< The King laying afide all his Royal Robes, and putting on a 
< mean Habit, went to the Holy Monk, carrying him a little 
< Basket full of Frankincenfe, with feveral Pieces of Gold hid a- 
< mong it: The Old Man perceiving the Fraud, and rejecting the 
‘Prefent, faid to him, God be with you, and with your Queen ; go 
© to the War with Confidence, drm d with the eres of the Martyrs, 
< phich God has réceiv’d as a faeet Odour ; and with the Prayers of 
© the Patriarch of Alexandria, and the Tears of the Emperor \ultin. 
© Elesbaan hearing thefe Words, went away well fatisfy’d, and 
< fell upon the Tyrant, whom he flew, burning his Royal City, 
© and refloring Nagras# to the Chriltians, Then returning in 
< Triumph to Asxum, he fent his Crown to Ferufalem, and go- 
© ing out of his Palace at Night, cloath’d in Hair-Cloth, went 
c€ up to the top of a Mountain, where ne fhut himfelfup ina little 
x Room, and liv’d a long time, like a Monk; having nothing of 
© his own, but a Mat, and a Cup to drink Water out of. 
©© This isin fhort what is more largely related, both in ours 
_©and the Erhiopian Hiftories; but in thefe and all their Books, 
c and in the Mouths of them all it 1s agreed ; that the Holy Old 
© Man, King Kaleb went to advife with, and who had confin'd 
© himfelf 45 Years toa Tower, Na Abba Pantaleon, E 
‘ Nine 
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c Nine Monks, no Man being able, or daring to contradict it ; 
c for befides that all the Books of Ethiopia unanimoufly deliver -ir, 
the very Place, which we have feen feveral times confirms it ; 
for two Miles Ealt of Auxam {tand the Church and Monattery, 
built by Abba Pantaleon, and call'd Beth Pantaleon, that is, 
Pantaleon’s Houle; and about a Musket-fhot from it is {tilt 
flanding the little Tower, in which he was {hut up, and where 
he was vifited by the Emperor; and in the mid way, between 
Auxum and Beth Pantaleon, there are three Caves, within one 
another and hew’d out by Hand in the Rock, one of which is 
the Entrance, and has the Door to the Welt, being 15 Cubits 
long and 4 in Breadth; and at the end of it are two other 
little Rooms, in the nature of a Crofs, to the Entrance, each 
of which is ro Cubits long, and that on the Right Hand, or 
to the Southward is 4 Cubits wide, and that oppofite to 1:6. 
All the Ground lying under thefe Caves has a fquare Walk 
about it. i 
© Thisis the Place, whither King Kaleb withdrew, and it is 
honour’d as fuch. His Tomb and that of the Abbot Pantaleon 
are in the Church of Beth Pantaleon, which being laid open by- 
a great Earthquake that hapn’d in the Year 1630, we recom- 
mended it to the Monks to have them fpeedily made up. AIL 
thefe Places we vifited devoutly, and caus'd them to be exactly 
meafur'd. 
¢ Since thus it appears, that 4bba Pantaleon was thut up in the: 
€ little Tower, in the 5th Year of Fu/in, and in 522 0f CHRIST,, 
£ it follows, that he went into it in the 477; and fince of.couris 
€ he muft have been fome Years before in Ethiopia, we may con- 
€ clude he came thither, with his Companions, between 470 and, 
480, and liv’d in it, during the Reigns of Amismid, Tacenaand 
© Kaleb. Thus it mult be allow’d, that thofe Nine Monks, fo. — 
© famous in Ethiopia were Greeks and not Latins, and went thi-. 
€ ther in the 5th Century. Thus far the Patriarch Don Alphonfo. 
© Mendez, Bur 3 
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At what time Tecla Haymanot flourifh'd, who much 

— dilated the Monaftical Life in Ethiopia; of the man- 
ner of living of thefe Ethiopian Religious Men, 
and particularly of the Habit they wear; and an Ac- 
count of fome Monafteries. 


THE mot remarkable Thing in this Erhiopia, relating to 
A thefe Religious Men of theirs, is the Life of Tecla Hay- 


manot, who, according to their Relations, was a great Saint :- 


and Worker of Miracles, and very much dilated, and by his 
Example and Do&trine reform’d the Monattical Profefion in Erhi- 
opia; and in regard that fome Modern Authors will needs make 
Tecla Haymanot to be of other Orders, I will here tet down, what 
the aforemention’d Patriarch of Ethiopia writes of him. 


. © Altho thofe Fathers, fays he, who enter’d Ethiopia, about the Fecia Hay- 


© Year of our Lord 470, in the Days of King Amiamid, muc 

© increas’d the Monattical Difcipline ; yet it extended not beyond 
© the Kingdom of Tigre; where each of them founded but one 
© Monattery, which retains their Names till this Day. “But Abba 
- © Evftatheos,and Abba Tecla Haymanot, who defcended from them, 
© were Heads of great Companies of Monks, and ere&ted many 
© Monatteries, throughout all the Provinces. Of thefe Abba Tecla 
© Haymanot, which fignifies, Plant of the Faith, has'a more nu- 
< merous and renowned Family. The Head of them was for- 
< merly Debra Libanos, which fignifies, Mount. Libanus, in the 


manot, 4 


Holy Monk. 


€ Province of Xaoa, where their General refided, whom ‘they 


© call Ichegue, and he afterwards removd it to the Kingdom of 
© Begameder, on Account of. certain Barbarians call'd Gallas, 
© poffefling themfelves of all thote Lands. 


‘é It is no difficult matter to difcover the time, when Tecla . 


< Haymanot flowrifi’d, as well by what has been faid, as by the 
~ © ett we find writ in his Life, which we have in our Cultody, 
c faithfully tranflated out of the Amara Language into Portaguefe, 
© wherein is faid as follows. The Pedegree and Genealogy of our 
© Fathers is this which enfues, The Angel S, Michael gave the 

£ Habit of a Monk t S. ANRE ; S. Antony to S, Macarius; he 

hdc 2 žo 


Succeffion of 
Monks. 
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to S. Pachomius, and he to Abba Arogavy, whe was oneof the Nine 
that came inio Ethiopia. He gave the Habit to Abba Chrittos 
Bezana, and he to Abba Matcalmoa; he to Abba Joanni; he 
to Abba Jeius; be to Abba Tecla Haymanot; and then Abba 
Tecla Haymanot gave the Afquema to Abba Jeius, as has-been 
faid, &c. Thus far the Book of the Life of Tecla Haymanot. 
Afguema isa fort of Scapular; and it feems thole Monks, be- 
ing Greeks, call’d it Afgaema, becaule it was as much as the 
Schema Monachifmi, or the Badge of a Monk; for molt of the 
Monks of Ethiopia are clad as every one can, or fanfies, but if 
they wear that Scapular, which is made of foft well drefs'd 
Thongs of Leather, they are reckon’das Holy as, Pachomins, or 
Macarius. Xt plainly appears, that in this Tree, or Genealogy, 
there are but 3 Lives between Abba Arogavy, (who came with 
Abba Pantaleon) and Abba Tecla Haymanot, which are thofe of 
Chriffos Bezana, Mafcalmoa and Foanni; for tho’ it mentions 
Fran Fefus, yet Tecla Haymanot took the Habit from Abbe 
sannt. — 
€ Now Abba Arogavy being very Old, when he came into Æ- 
thi pia, about the Year 470, let us fuppofe he might live till 
500, and let us allow 120: Years to the other three that fuc- 
ceeded, and it will follow that Tecla Haymanot was born about 
515, Or 520, little over or under, which is prov'd by an un- 
deniable Argument drawn from his Life, in which it is written, 
that he being 15 Years of Age, was carry d by his Parents to 
the Abuna Kirilos, who was Patriarch in Ethiopia, when Abba 
Benjamin was lo at Alexandria, i 
© This Benjamin was an Enutychian Heretick and Monothelite, 
as appears by an Epiftle of bis, which is in the Haymanot Abban, 
being their Book, of the Faith of the Fathers, wherein he im- 
pugns the Belief of the two Natures of CHRIST, our Saviour, 
and the Council of Chalcedon, and he liv’d about the Year of our 
Lord 630, being the fame when S, Sophronius, Patriarch of Fe- 
rufalem liv'd, as may be feen in Cardinal Baronins, Vol.8.An. 6345. 
and in Bellarmin de Script. Ecclef. an. 634. For S. Sophronias in 
that excellent Epiftle he writ to Sergius, Bifhop of Conffantinople, 
which is all preferv’d at length in the 6th General Council, 
Attion 11. after haying excommunicated all the ancient Here- 
ticks by their Names, towards theend adds, With them alfo he 
cover’d and cloath’d with Anathema and Catathema Benjamint of 
Alexandria, and John‘and Sergius, and Thomas, and the Ser- 
vant of the Syrian, who fill lead an execrable Life, and cruelly 
€ oppofe Piety. Mf Benjamin liyd in the Days oÉ S. Sephronins, 
the © and 
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© and S. Sophronius writ about the Year 620, or 630, it is plain that 
© Tecla Haynsanot was then a Child. i 
Thus far the Patriarch Doz Alfonfo Mendez, whence it follows, 
that the firit Monks enter'd Ethiopia, together with S. Frumentins, 

$n the ath Century; and that in the 5th Century, the other Nine 
came, as a Supply; and that Tecle Haymanot regulated his Com- 

pany of Monks, who follow’d his Iuttitute in the 6th Cen- 
tury. st 

All Ethiopia in general looks upon Tecla Haymanot asa great 

. Saint, and in his Life, which is writ in fevera! Books, they tell 
us what extraordinary Penances he perform’d, the fingularGraccs 
he receiv’d from God, many Apparitions and Miracles, and. how 
he went fevëral times to Ferufalem, as Leader and Guide of a 
vat Number of Monks; and if he was not their Founder, he was 
at lea{t the Increafer and Ennobler of their Religious Profeffion, 
which flourifh’d very long in Ethiopia, after an extraordinary 
manner in number, Heroick Virtue and Learning. 

My good Opinion of this great Saint of the Aby fines, is no- 

thing leffen’d on account of the many Apocryphal Stories told of 
him in his Life; as for Inftance, that our Saviour once appearing - 
to him, faid, That whofoever fhould kill a Snake, upon Thurfday, 
or Sunday, {hould have all the Sins he had committed in 40 Years 
remitted him; and others as unlikely. For even among us many 
Apocryphal Tales are written of S. George, and many other Saints,- 
and of the Apo(tles themfelve?, and yet we do not the lefs took : 
upon them as great Saints; for we believe the Truth that is told : 
of them, and not what is groundlefs. 

I will here briefly defertbe the Courfe of Life of thefe Religious Religions 
Men, as well thofe of Tecla Haymanot, as thole of Abba Euftatens, Habit. 
who was another. Reformer among them, of the tame Order of 
Si Antony, Of thelé, Tecla Haymanor was-a Native of Ethiopia, 
and Exfateas of Egypt. Tn the firft place the Habit of them all 
is the fame, unlels we fay it differs in each of them; for they are 
alike in their 4/guema, among fuch as wear it, and that is a little - 
Brede, of three flips of ordinary Red Leather, which being put 
about the Neck, are faften’d toa little Iron, or Copper Hook, 
they have on a Thong they gird themfelves with. | Fn all other re- 
fpects, every one cloaths him(elf as he can afford, or fanfics, Many 
of them wear a Hood, others a Cap, and othersa Cloth on their 
Head, and others nothing at all, being apparel PA like’all other — 
EDIE eee F $i - 

Many of thofe who profefs the Eremetical Life wear Skins‘hol- Monts. 
low’d about the Neck, and dy’d Yellow, or elfe Cloth of the 
fame Colour; and every one goes into the Defert, when he par ; 
and 
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and foreturns,- when he thinks fit. Thofe who. go more Re- 
ligioufly. clad, wear Black Cloth, which is likea Mantle, and un- 
der it, one they call a Shirt, but-it is like a Caffock,- or white 
Habit girt with a Thong, Others wear a black Habit, and look 
Tike our Clergy-Men, eipecially if they ufe Caps, and not Hoods, 
Both ClergyeMen and Monks carry in their Hand a Crofs of Wood, 
ör Iron, or Brafs; and uf they are Matters, fo they call the Priors, 
or Abbots of Monafteries, their Crofs being ‘large, and having no 
Foot, tho’ well fhap’d, iscarryd by a little fort of Brother, who 
is like a Knights Squire to carry his Spear; and the Crofs is a 
Token, not only of their Profeffion, but the Dignity they en- 
joy. ; 

They were all oblig’d to fait all the Year, till Three in the 

Afternoon, They had their Canonical Hours, to fay and fing, the 

which they met at Mid-Night, and feveral times in the Day; 

and generally fpeaking, the People of Erhiopia are much inclin’d 

to Penance, wherein thefe Religious Men fignaliz’d themfelves, 

going into Water in cold Weather, and continuing in it feveral 

Hours. Itis faid of fome of them, that they fhut themfelvesinto 

very large Trees, cutting open a place in them, which would con- 

tain their Body, till the Wood growing on both fides, prefs’d and 

bury‘d them init felf, which feems incredible; but fo F. Emanuel 

de Almeyda relates it. In fafting particularly they are very con- 

fant, many of them did never eat but once in two Days; and 

this fome {till obferve in Lent; others would only eat on Sundays, 

and many fpent ali the Holy Week, without eating or drinking. 

I will now fay fomething of thofe they call Monafteries, and 
fuch Habits as we have here mention’d, deferve fuch built Mona- 
fteries as we {hall defcribe, they being very different from thofe 
of Europes Perhaps when they were under their Primitive {tri@- 
nefs, they might have fome more Form of a Community, but 
what is known to have been practis'd almoft Time out of mind is, 
that there was no fort of Enclofure among them, fo as every Moe 
naltery fhould be within it felf, under Locks and Keys, and fhut 
-up with Walls, but each of them is like a Village, or little Town, 
near a Church, and every one of thofe Monks has his little Cell, 
or Cells of Timber, or Stone, and Clay, Thatch’d, Inclos’d or 
-Hedg’d in, with its Land, and all other Neceffaries, like any 
Country Farmer; and at prefent they have all of them Houfes 
and Families, unworthy their Profeffion, and the molt reform’d of 
them are Marry'd; but the Mafters, or Chit mult not be Mar- 
ay d, and-live fomewhat more referv’d. 


So 
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So that’ a Monattery is like a Country Parifh, and as the Lands 
of a Parifh belong to feveral Farmers, fo it has always been the 
Cutlom to divide among them the Lands of fuch a Monattery ; al- 
ways leaving the Malter a good Lot,which is like the Allowance for 


the Abbots Table; and every Man maintains himfelf on his Share. 


of Land, and fome other Grits or Charity of Kindred and Friends; 
and wher any of thele Monks dy’d, if he had any-thing acquir d- 
by his own Indultry, and not belonging to the Monattery, he 
could leave it to whom he pleafed but his Lands reiurn’d to the 
Monafleryy eni ods) 

But if any of them be very Young, and the Malter cannot or 
will not give them Lands, he maintains them, and they Eat in 
his Houle, but not at the fame Table, for.he always Eats by him- 
felf, and. there is a Curtain drawn between his Table and theirs, 
that they may not fee him Eat. 

Such a Community deferves fuch Obedience as they pay to their, 
Superiors. Every one of thofe Religious Men, or rather Pcafants, 
goes whither he pleafes, when he pleafes, and does what he liis, 
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following the Dictates of their own Will, without Submithon to General of 


anothers... Thofe of Tecla Haymanot havea fort of General, whom Zonk 


they call Zchegue, who makes a fort of Vifitatron among them, 
either in Perfon or by his Deputy,. whom he empowers to that 


purpofe, and fuch as he finds faulty, which he. feldom mifles of, . 


have fome Penalty inflicted on them, which is generally the Pay- 
ment of fome Goods by way of Fine. 

~ Fhofe who follow the Rule of Abba Exftateus, have no Supream. 

~ Head, but every Malter is Chief in his own Monaftery, and the: 


Realon they give which pleafes them, is becaufe the faid Abba: 
Exfateus went away into Armenia and dyd there, without ap-, 
pointing any one to fucceed him. The Matter of each Monattery 
is chofen by Plurality of Votes.. It is to be obferv’d, that the 
Superiors of the Monafteries of the Order of S. Antony in Portagal,. 
had the Title of Mafters: ‘i 
There were many of thefe Monafteries formerly in Erhiopia, . 
whereof there are {till great Remains. They were extraordi- 


nary great, not. fo much for their Structure as for the Lands they 
pofiesd, and the multitude of Monks living on and tilling them, Their 


Some of the Churches were large, even thofe thatch’d ; but all Churches: 


well lind with good Timber, with Cedar Beans very clofe to one 
another, fupported by many Columns of the fame Wood, very. 
beautiful and coftly.. Almoft all thefe Churches of theirs were- 
round, but had inthe middle a-fquare Chappel, and this in the 
chief Monalteries was of fquare Stone, and had four Gates, whofe, 
Portals and Windows. were of curious Wood ; the Roof within. 
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was in the Nature of a Cupula, always vety dark, as having no 
firit Light. Without this Square, between 1t and the round Wall, 
was the Body of the Church, which Jook’d more like a Cloilter, 
and the Columns were in this Space, helping to fupport the Roof 
and the Beams, which.came down from the Top of the Chappel, 
and fell upon the round Wall; for there being a confiderable di- 
{tance betwixtit and the Wall of the Chappel, the Roof could not 
be fupported without the Affaftance of the faid Columns, 
The greateft Monaftertes in Ethiopia were that of Bifan, which 
is a Days Journey from Mazyua, among valt high Mountains, and 
Famous Mo- belonging to the Monks of Abba Exjffateus ; but there are others yet 
nafferies, more famous, asis that of Debra Libanos, fignifying the Monaftery, 
~ or Mount Libanus; for Debra fignifies both a Monattery and a - 
Mountain, and their Monafteries being generally founded on 
Mountains, the Aby/ines gave them both the fame Name. They 
call'd that Mountain Libanas, becaufe it is very ufual among them 
to give their Mountains Names of Pale/fine, and fo there are others 
they call Debra Sinay, Debra Tabor, Debra Zeyte, {o they Name 
‘Mount Olivet. ' 
Debra Libanos is in the Province or Kingdom of Xaoa, and be- 
w . caufe the Bones of Tecla Haynzanot,who among the Abyffines is look’d 
Debra Liba- upon asa Saint, werein it, the Emperors beftow’d abundance of 
nos Monae Landsonit. The Buildings of this Monaltery neither are nor evet 
ery.” were any better than thofe above mention’d. It had a Church 
k like the reft, and on the fame Mountain a fort of Village or Coun- 
try Town, of thatch’d Houfes, in which the Religious Men liy’d, 
‘The Gallas have taken away moft of the Lands belonging to this 
Monattery, as being poflefs d of the greateft part of the Province ; 
only fome few Chriftians live on thofe {tony Mountains they call 
Ambas, and in the fid Monattery there remain’d under 40 Monks, 
The Number of them formerly, all Men fay, was very great, and! 
that including the Churches and little Monatteries there were in 
“the Country about, all of them fubject to Debra Libanos, they 
might be about 10000. 
There is another Monaftcry very much celebrated by fome Au” 
i thors, call’d Debra Allelo, or Allelujah, belonging to the Monks of 
Dedra Al- Abba Enftatens, feated in the Kingdom of Tigre, a Days Journey 
deto, from Auxum on a Mountain, amidit great Woods. The Ruins of 
the ancient Church {how it has beenone of the beft in Erhiopia: 
It was 99 Foot in length, and 78 and a half in breadth, and'about" 
"it are to be feen the Remains of abundance of round Cells, Tte 
Fathers of the Society often ask’d the Eldeft-Monks of that Monae’ 
ftery, what number, there was of them formerly in that Place, 
fome-of them anfwer'd'12009, others 40000, aud it may be fup- 
poled 
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pos'd the firt- of them {poke of thofe who dwelt near the Church 

and the others meant all that were fubj2ct to the Monaftery in the 
Country about, in which it is confidently affirm’d, there were fol- 
merly 90 Suffragan Churches, and that when the Matter or Gene- 
ral went to Court upon any earnelt Bufinefs, he was attended by 
150 Reverend Monks on good Mules, and wearing a fort of loofe 
Coats clofe before, with only a Hole to put their Heads through 
over their Habit, without Sleeves. 

Of all this former Grandeur, nothing now remains but fome 
Ruins, and inconfiderable Footlteps, not of what it was, but 
what it feems to have been ; for in the midlt of that fallen Church, 
there Rands now a very little one, near which and about the Swf- 
fragan Churches, there are only 10 or 12 Monks left, who feem rather 
tocontinue there to keep up theMemory of whatis loft,than toimitate 

\ their Perfection of Life, The Founder of that Monattery,they fay,was 
a Monk, reputed a Saint, and call'd Samxel, fo great a Penitent, 

- that he is reported to have {pent fome Nights in a Well, where 
the Water came up to his middle, and with a great Stone on his 
Back, which was a very uneaty Bed. 


r š 


| Coniace. NNi 
At what Time the firft Innovation in Religion happend 


` in Ethiopia, and of the many Errors and great Schifin 


of the Abyfiines. 


T HE Holy Fathers call’d Egypt the Forge of Idols, and Sink of 
Abominations, on Account of the multitude of Deities that 
Nation ador’d, and their many Errors in Relation to the True 
God. Their Neighbours, the Abyfines,are not at all unlike them 
in this fort of Deliriums, concerning the True Catholick Religion, 
for among them there was an Inundation of Errors, of Schifms, 
‘of Herefies, and of depravd Cuftoms, without any more than 
imperfect Shaddows, not to call it downright Darknels of Chrifti- 
anity. 

F. Emanuel d Almeyda fills up the greatelt part of a Book, in 
laying open very learnedly, many of the Hellifh Abufes and Dia- 
bolical Superftitions of the Abyffines ; but the moft Reverend Pa- 
triarch Don Alfonfo Mendez, for whofe fake I undertook this 


Work, writing to me.from Jadis in the Year 1654, tells me he © 


is of Opinion, that all thofe Chapters, wherein the faid Father 
fets down and confutes thole Errors, may be reducd to lefs than 
one, and therefore X will contract O the moft I can. 4 
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Schifm of In the firk Place it mutt be allow’d to be no lefs certain, that the 
Ethiopia. Aby/fines have been Schifmaticks for many Ages, than it is now 
that the Wile has its Source in Ethiopia, in the Kingdom of Gojam, 
But notwithttanding that in the Days of the wicked Diofcorus, 
who liv'd about the Year 444, there were prefently Errors intro- 
duc’d into Ethiopia, which came from Alexandria; yet, as long as 
the Catholick Party prevail’d in Alexandria, which we find was 
till the Year 610 or 620, when the Holy Men S, Elogius and $, 
Jobn the Alinsgiver, were Patriarchs of Alexandria, we fuppofe 
ihat the greatelt part of Ethiopia was fubject to the See of Rome, 
always following the Doctrine of the Teachers {ent into it, A 
good Proof hereof 1s, that S.Gregory the Great, who flourifh’d © 
abeut the Year 600, is highly honour’d in Erhiopia ; as is alfo S, 
Ndefonfus, whom they call Decios, and who liv’d about 650, and 
was Difciple to S. Jfdorus, Archbifhop of Sevil, contemporary with - 
S. Gregory the Great. A farther Proof hereof is, that when Fafis 
How long it 38 Emperor in Europe, about the Year 523, Kaleb or Elesbaan 
en Ors nd in Ethiopia, who we know was a Saint, and Obedient to 
PA, the Catholick Patriarch the Emperor Fufin had plac’d in Alexan- 
e dria, Baronius treats of thefe matters, Tom. 7. anno 523. 

But when Herely had prevail'd in Alexandria, and throughout 
all Egypt, the Abunas coming from thence, the Water could not 
but run very foul, fince the Spring it proceeded from was infected. 
This appears by many ancient Books there are in Ethiopia, writ on 

~ Parchment, for they have no printing 3 befides, other evident To- 

kens there are of Schifm and Herefy ; for at this very Time the 

Hereticks call the wicked Apoftate Diofcorus a Saint, who being 

Patriarch of Alexandria, with the Affiftance of the vile Abbot Ea- 

tyches in the Year 444. infected Greece with that Herefy, of there 

being but one Nature and one Will in CHRIST our-Lord. For 

this Reafon the Aby/fines do not reckon Pope Leo the Firft as a Saint, 

but rather abhor his Name, worthy of eternal Veneration $ be- 

caufe he approv'd the Council of Chalcedon, wherein 630 Bilhops 

met, and condemn’d the two Hereticks Diofeoras and Eutyches, 

True it is, that in the Days of Pope Exgenias the IV. who held 
Firĝ Reunion the Council of Florence about the Year 1439, fome thought the 
Meas sto Schifim of Ethiopia was at an end, becanfe about the conclufion of” 

oma that Council, there came to Reme, together with the Armenians, 

fome Erkiopians or Abyffines, fent by the Emperor Zara Facob, who 

made Profeffion of the Roman Faith, and receiv’d and carryd with 
them Letters of Linion with the Roman Church, as may be feen 
jn Cardinal Baronius in that Year, and in Dlefcas p. 2. lib. 6. cap. 
"23. eno 1438, and the Life of Pope Eugenins the FV. on wide 
omb 
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Tomb there is an Epitaph,and among the relt one Diltich alluding 
to the Converfion ot thefe Aby/fines, which runs thus. 


Quo Duce & Armenij, Graiorum Exempla fecuti, 
Romanam agnorunt, eEthiopefque Fidem. 


Befides, the Emperor David writ two Letters to the Pope, in 
the Year 1526, which were carry’d by F. Francis Alvarex, Chap- 
lain to King Emanuel of Portugal, atid deliver'd to Pope Clement 
the VII. at Bologna, and are now publifh’d in Latin by Paulus Fo- 
vies. In them the faid Emperor David faid, he would pay Obe- 
dience to the Pope of Rome; and he alfo fent Don Fohn Bermudes 
to Rome, defiring of the Pope, that he would confirm him Patri- 
arch of Ezhiopia, as we thall {ee hereafter. AJ this that Emperor 
did, without the Approbation of his People, and when Don Fohn 
Bermudes veturn’d, the Emperor David was Dead, and his Son 
Claudius receiv’d him with an ill Will, and feem’d to comply 
with the Promife made by his Father, only as long as he had fome 
dependance on the Portuguexes, who afhfted him again{t the AZoor 
Granhe; but as {oon as that Infidel was kill’d, he fent for the 
Abana Fofeph tr 
how they treated the Patriarchs of the Society fent thither. 

If therefore we date the Errors and Schifm of the Aby/fines from 
the Days of the wicked Diofcorvs, till the Reign of the Emperor 
Sultan Segued, when he and his People for fome time embrac'd the 
Catholick Faith, in the Year 1626, they had been Schif{maticks 
above 1200 Years: But if we fay the Catholick Faith held out in 
Ethiopia as long as they in fome meafure were fubje&t to the Ca- 
tholick Patriarchs of Alexandria, which was till the Year 610 
or 620, then mult we fay, that the Schifm of Ethiopia latted 1000 
Years, little more or lefs, and God knows when it will ceafe ; for 
we {hall fee hereafter, how fhort a time that Country continu’d 
in its Reunion. 5 

Befides the Antiquity of their Errors, there is a profound Ig 
norance in Ethiepia; for having no Schools, no Knowledge o 
Philofophy and Divinity, ncr any more than fome imperfect Books, 
with pieces of Homilies and Councils very full of miftakes, and 
their Bible very much deprav’d, they are fo very unlearned, tho’ 
they have good Wits, that they can neither argue in Form nor 
defend their wrong Notions Syllogiftically ; but blindly cleave to 
what their Forefathers taught them, and fo, tho’ they believe in 
CHRIST our Lord, it is after their own manner, and with a 
Thoufand Follies as to the My‘teries of his Holy Life. 
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Errors asto They have no manner of Knowledge of the Sacraments of Cons 


Baptif. 


‘As to Pe- 
AMEE. 


firmation and Extream Unétion: The other five they admit, but 
very ignorantly as to the Matter and Form ; for in the Sacrament 
of Baptifm fome faid, Z Baptize thee in the Name of the Holy Ghoft ; 
others, Z Baptize thee in the Water of Jordan; others, God Baptize 
thee; and others, A¢ay the Baptifm reach thee, Befides this, there 
was a notable Abule of Rebaptizing themfelves feveral Times, 
upon any Occafion, and many Men and Women baptizd them- 
{elves molt indecently many times in the Morning, by fome Monk 
they kept for this purpofe in the Houfe, befides the general Bap- 
tifm they celebrated every Year on the Day of the Epiphany, with 
abominable Snperftitions, and fuch Ceremonies as rather feem'd to 
be invented by Senfuality itfelf, than to be the effects of true Chri 
ftianity. Yet all this Baptizing and Rebaptizing did not amount 
toa real Baptifm, and therefore the Fathers of the Society and the 
Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendex were of Opinion, that it was re- 
quifite conditionally to Baptize all thofe who were converted to 
the Faith, becaufe in Erhiopia, either they knew not the Form 
of Baptifin, or at leaft did not ufe it. 

Astothe Sacrament of Penance, tho’ they knew, that in 
order to obtain Pardon of Sins committed after Baptifm, it was 
requifite to confefs them toa Prieft, and receive Penance at his 
Hands; yet they had very grofs Errors, both as to the Form, and 
in other Refpects; for no Man went to Confeffion till about 25- 
Years of Age, little more or lefs, believing themfelves to be Ine 
nocents till then, and calling all fuch Children; and hence it is 
that when any one Dies between 17 and 20 Years of Age, they 
fay, Ady Soul be with that Innocents. They confefs their Sins in 
General Terms, and by the grofs, faying, Z have finn'd, Ibefeech 
you to abfolve me. And it the Confeflor happens to bid them ex- 
prefs their Sins, they do fo, if they be guilty of any of thofe three, 
which they only look upon as Sins, which are taking another 
Man’s Wife, Murder and Theft. And the worftis, that the Con- 
feffors do not abfolve in the Catholick Form; but only utter fome 
Words, and touch their Backs with Rods of Olive-Tree, which 
therefore they always ufe to have ready at the Church Gates, that 
there may be no want of Abfolutions, for want of Rods. 

The Abyfines believe and confefs, that CHRIST our Saviour 


They beliete is in the Confeerated Holt, and they receive this Sacrament in 
the Real Pie- both Kinds; yet we are of Opinion, that there is no true Cons 


since. 


~ fecration among them through the Defect of the Minifteis becaufe 
they are no true Pries; and there is an Effential Error as to the 
matter, becaufe they generally do not Confecrate in Wine, but 
in Water, forthey only take Four, or Six Raifins,. which are 
very. 
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very like thofe among us of the Reddeft Grapes, and thole they 
faueeze into a Cup of Water, and as foon as “tis difcolour’d, they 
fay Mafs with it. They alfo commit abundance of Irregularities 
in the Sacrament of Holy Order, for in conferring it they do not 
ufe thofe Ceremonies, which the Canons have declard Efe 
- fenttal. - 
It would be tedious to run through all the Errors of ‘the 
Abyffines, relating to the Sacraments and the Commandments ; 
and tho’ they had fo many abfurdities brought them from Alex- 
andria, yet they fetch’d others as far as Fury 5 for they precifely 
keep to Circumcifion, and many other Fudaical Superttitions, 


like true Defcendants of Solomon’s Son, and the other Jfraelites Circumcifion 





that came with him, who alfo taught them to keep the Femifh and Sabbath 


Sabbath, or Saturday, and many other of their Ceremonies, obfere'd. 


making a mixture of the Law of CHRIST and that of Mofes, 
which is joining Light and Darknefs, or God and Belial. And 
amid {o many Errors they eafily admitted thofe which belt fute 
with deprav’d Nature, and are moft repugnant to Catholick Pu- 
rity. But when the way of Truth is once loft, there follow of 
Courfe the moft dreadful Precipices, till Men come to fall into 
the wort Abyfs of Wickednels. However the Aby/fenes generally 
pay great Devotion to the Virgin Mary, and fo we will forbear 
telling any more of their Errors, all which came from Diofcorus 
and Eutyches, and therefore they are call'd Ewtychians and Ne- 


(Gorians. 
/ Cuar XIX. 
An Account of the Abuna, who is the Ethiopian Bi- 


fop. Of what fort of Clergymen they have, and of 
their Veftments, and Ceremonies of the Mafs. 


T H E Erhiopians never had any more than one Bifhop of all Oniy one 

A Alyffinia, fince they receiv’d the Faithof CHRIST, and him Abuna, of 
they call Abana, which fignifies, Our Father. The firft of them Bifbop in E- 
was S. Frumentius, of whom we have {poken above, and as this thiopia, 


Saint was fent from Alexandria, by S, Athanafius ; {o ever after 

all the other Bifhops, or dbanas, were {ent into Eshiopia from the 

eis DP). sane: 
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{ame Patriarchal Chair of Alexandria, till our Days, when Rome 
feat fome Patriarchs, as we fhall fee hereafter. So as long as 4- 
lexandria had Catholick Patriarchs, the .Aby(fines had Catholick 
Bithops; but when Greece and Egypt feparated from Rome, they 
fent Heretick Bifhops, or Abunas into Ethiopia, who are generally 
moft ignorant Perfons, whereas it is fo proper for Bifhops to be 
Learned, that S, Paul, Ephef. 4. 11. calls them both, Pafors and 
Teachers. 

Hence itis that feveral Fathers of the Society affirm, they knew, 
three, or four Abunas, none of whom they ever heard Preach, 
or Teach, and they feem to be of the number of thofe of whom 
the Prophet Zfaiah, 56. 10. fays, They are all dumb Dogs, they can- 
not Bark. F. Francis Alvarez, who was Six Years in Exhiopia, 
and relates very minute maiters relating to it, does not mention, 
thatever he heard the Abuna Mare Preach; but only affirms, that 
when he conferr’d Holy Orders, he bid thofe not receive them, 
who had been twice marry’d, with a few other fnitructions, 
wherein it is likely he declar’d fome other Caufes of Irregularity, 
paffing by other matters very obvious. He farther fays, he gave 
Prickly Orders, to the Blind, Lame, and Halt, and herein con- 
fifted all the Office of the .dbuna. Accordingly the Orders are 
like him that Adminifters them; for they give them only by Im- 
pofition of Hands, with fome Words, without delivering to thofe 
ordain’d the matter of Bread and Wine, whence it was always 
dubious, whether the Orders they gave were valid; befides the 
aforefaid doubt as to Baptifm, which was common to all. 

The better to fhow the great Ignorance of thefe Paftors of the 
“Abyffine Souls, I will relate one particular, that by it we may 
come to the Knowledge of others like it. . It is cuftomary for the 
Abunas to appear fometimes in publick, fitting on their Chair, 
and, the Ab-/ines being naturally addi¢ted to Picty, many of 
them prefently flock together, encompafling their Paftor, to gain 
the Indulgences he ufes to beftow among them. Thither repaird 
fuch as would confefs their Sins in publick, believing they that 
way obtain’d fuller Abfolution. Then coming before the buna 
they difcover'd one or two Sins, being generally of thofe three, I 
faid above, they look upon asthe molt heinous. This done, the 
Abuna tood up, and with his Staff began to give the Penitent a 
difagreeable Abfolution, of three, or four good {trokes, faying to 
him, at the fame time, in a great Paffion ; Have you done fa? Do 
not you fear God? Well go thither ; give him 30, or 40 Lafkes. Then 
the Mazares, whoare a fort of Officers attending the buna, the 
Emperor, and the Viceroy, being like our Yeomen of the Guard, 
begin to Lafh the poor Penitent, with a fort of Thongs they 

carry 
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‘carry in their Hands, to keep off the People, and being long, gird 

-about the Body. This whipping is generally very fevere and the 
Abana for the mok part order’d 30, or 49 Lafhes; but as foon as 
the Penitent has receiv'd 6, or 7, the Company intercedes for him 
and interpefes; and after this unfavory Abfolution, the Penitent 
withdraws, glad with all his Heart, that he is deliver'd from the 
Abanas Staft and the Thongs of the AZazares. 

Now to come to our Story, it happen’d, not many Years fince, 4, iye 
that the Abuna being bufe hearing thefe publick Confeffions, one of Con} ae 
of thofe who caine for Abfolution drew near, and being unwilling onfelfing 
to declare his Sin in publick, as fearing perhaps that which after- 
wards hapned, he ftepp'd up tothe Abana, and defird, he would 
hear the Sin in private, for which he beggd Abfolution, he an- 
{wer'd, How fo? Will not that Sin be made known before all the 
World at the Day of Fudgment? Then declare it here in publick 
immediately. The poor Penitent had no way to come off, after 
that Anfwer, and, tho’ much again{ft his Will, at length fpoke 
it out in publick, and it was that he had Stolen a certain num- 
ber of Cows. It was the Penitents Misfortune, that the Owner 
of the Cows hapned to be prefent, who went that Moment and 
accus’d him before the Judge, and there being fo many Witnefles, 
who had heard him Confefs the Fat, he was immediately ot- 
derd to reltore the Cows, and they laid a farther great Penalty on 
him, which was more grievous, than the Lafhes the Adazares 
gave him. Thur, if the poor Penitent was abiolvd from the 
Guilt by his Confeffion ; yet he efcap'd not the Punifhment, 
which the Judge laid on him to his Colt, that he might be free 
from all Satisfaction in another Life. 

lt is here fit to be obferv’d,. that unlefs fome of the many Refisurion 
Thefts committed in Ethiopia is not thus made good, there is ne- gop enjoin'd 
ver any Reftitution ; for neither the Absna, nor any of the other jy Confelfions 
Confeffors oblige the Penitent to it, this being a Point never 
taught, nor practis’d in Ethiopia. Ta 

An{werable to their Ignorance was the ill Life of thefe 4banas, Abunas iff 

who never rememberd the Advice S, Paal gave to Titus, bid-Liyers, 
ding him in all Refpects be a living Example of Virtuous Actions. 
It is faid of many of them, that they liyd publickly in a fcane 
dalous manner. Neither did they vifit their Cnurches in Perfon ; 
but now and then fent a fort of Vifitors, who were more like 
Shearers of their Flock, than Cenfors of ill Lives, 

It is very much doubted, whether any of thefe dbunas be real py, Bifhiopss 

Bifhops, or only plain Priclts, or rather not fo much as Prietts, 
~ but bare Lay Monks. When the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez 
(was in Evhiopia, a Monk of Alexandria liv'd there, who pt z 
. UCccee 
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Sultan Segued, having at that time the Catholick — 


‘J, he causd that 


Monk to be depos’d from the Office of Abuna, and he converfing 
with the Fathers of the Society, foon embrac’d the Catholick 
Faith, and confefs’d he was no Bifhop, but only a Lay Monk. He 
afterwards Marry’d, and Jiv’d upon making of Mills, and we be- 
lieve he underftood that Trade better than the Duty of an 4- 


buna. 


The Revenue belonging to this their fort of Patriarchs confilts 
in fome Lands in the Kingdom of Tigre, which yield about 40, 
or 50 Oqueas a Year, worth 4, or 500 Pieces of Fight. They 
have other Lands in Dambea, which afford a great Quantity of 
Provifions, and ferve for their Table; others in Gojam of lefs 
Value, and they themfelves ufe to be their own Farmers. Be- 
fides this they have an Underftanding with thofe they ordain, 
for all of them carry their Offerings, which I will not now go 


about to condemn as Simony. 


Ir is here to be obferv’d, that there neither is, nor ever was, 
any other Bifhop, Patriarch, or as they call him buna, in all 
_ Ethiopia but this one ; this is moft certain, and teltıty’d by all the 

Fathers of the Society, who liv’d fo many Years in Abyfinia, by 
which we fee how much that great Hiltorian Mlefeas was mifin- 
form’d, when in the fecond part of his Pontifical Hiltery, lib. 6, 
tn Vita pag. 3. fol. 257. he fays, Ethiopia is divided into great Pa- 
triarchfhips, each of which has, at leaft, two Bifhops; and the 
fame Author, in the aforefaid Place, affigning tc Ethiopia 60 very 
rich Kingdoms, it is no wonder, he fhould alto allow them fuch 
a numerous parcel of Bifhopricks ; but what we have deliver'd 
is moft certain; and it is generally very requifice to keep a {trict . 
Eye upon what has been writ concerning this Ethiopia, becaufe it 
has been reprefented very great, and is found i reality to be but 


inconfiderable. 


And I wonder that ihe iaid Jllefcas fhould de- 


liver {fuch things, whereas he fays he read F. Francis Alvarez’s 
Book, tho’ he there fometimes alfo calls him Francis Fernandes, 
and I could better excufe changing the Name of Alvarez into 
Fernandez, than making fo many Patriarchs of one fingle Abana, 

The Abunas bave no particular See, or Cathedral in Ethiopia, 
becaufe, as has been faid, there is no City there, nor fettled Court, 
only the Portuguefe Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez was building a 
ftately Church of Lime and Stone, at Dancas, for a Cathedral. 
The Churches of the Camp are under the Direétion of the De- 
Barca Goyta, fo they call the Chief, or Superior of the Depreras, 


who 
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who are the Chanters and Prebends of the principal Churches, and 

they take their Name from the Tabernacle AZofes order’d to be 

made, which in the Language of their Book they call Deptera ; and 

_ thefe are in Erhiopia, the Perfons who pretend to be beft read in 
what Books they have, and yet they are not oblig’d to be Clergy- 
men nor Monks, but feem to be equivalent to the Levites, 

The proper Duty of thefe Men is to fing, and to beat a fort of 
Drums or little Tabors, during the Divine Office, and at the fame 
time to Dance and Skip, with fuch terrible Noife as if the Church 
were falling ; fo that our madeft Antick Dancers could not outdo 
them. This noify and tirefomeSolemnity, begins on their greateft 
Feftivals, long before Day, and they hold it on till near Noon, 
without ever giving over their joyful and unharmonious Exercife, 
This they value themfelves fo much upon, that the Emperors own 
Brother Raz Sela Chriffos, of whom we fhall have much to fay, 
was very proud of keeping Time for them, tho’ the Dancers would 
have fav'd him the Labour. His own Coufin elca Chriffos, Lord 
Steward to the Emperor, was very glad when he had the good 
Fortune to play upon the Tabor: Nay, they rattle and fhake it 
for many Hours, and herein they fay they imitate King David, 
when‘he went dancing before the Ark of the Covenant, and that 

` they obferve what he recommended, Pfalm 150. v. 4; Praife hins 
with the Timbrel and Dance; Praife him with firing d Inftruments 
and Organs; Praife him upon the high founding Cymbals. 
_ Belides thefe their Levites, they have Clergymen, whoin Erhio- 
pia were always marry’d, and marry’d after they had receiy’d 








Deacons Orders ; for as to thofe of Sub-Deacon their Abunas do Priefs and 
not ufe to give them, but the Degree of Deacon they beltow on Deacons. 


very {mall Children, and fometimes on fucking Infants, elpecially 
if thes be theSons of great Men, that they may have the Priviledge 
of going into the Chappel to receive the Sacrament with the Clergy, 
and not without it, or at the Church Gate, as thofe do who are not 
in Orders. And thefe are the Orders fo much talk’d of the pretended 
Prefter Fehn had, being only thofe of Deacon, as has been faid, 


The Clergy in Ethiopia marrying, they have for the moft part con- 











fiderable Families, and tho’ the Sons fucceed their Fathers in their Clergy 
Churches and Benefices, yet they are generally Poor, and live up- arryd and 
on the Labour of their Hands, tilling the Land as Lay-Farmers Poor. 


do. They wear no Clergymans Habit, nor are they Shorn, or 
have any other Mark of Diltinction, but only a little Crofs in 
their Hand, anda fmall Cap of any Colour, and accordingly are 
very little refpected; and there being no Priviledges of the Church 
among them, their Ordination does not free them from being pu- 
nifh’d by the Lay-Magiltrate, aS other Secular Perfons. 


Such 
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Vil Such as the Minilters of the Altar, fuch. are their Veitments, 
giments at and other Neceflaries for celebrating their Milfs. Every time they 
Majs, are to fay Mafs, they fay fome Prayers over and blefs the Sacerdo- 
tal Veltments, and indeed they need a daily Bleffing, being fo in- — 
decent for that ufe, that all their Benedictions are little enough: 
to fanctify them; for inftead of an Aib they generally ufe an old. 
Tunick bought of the Tzrks, well worn, which they put on with- 
out any other Fafhioning or Alteration, only relying on their 
Bleffings. That which anfwers to the Clatuble is very narrow. 
but behind it drags about half a Yard, and this they call Motat.. 
As for the Amice, Girdle, Stole and Maniple, they ufe none, and 
much lefs might ferve, confidering how eafily they content them- 
felves as to this their Maís, which confifts of many Prayers, the 
Priefts and Deacon fay each apart, feveral whereof are in them- 
felves devout and well worded. 
There is-no Image on the Altar, only fome one they place when 
M. they are to fay Mafs. Behind the Haft end of the Church there is 
1 Hoar. always a finall Room, which is for the Hofts, and in it all Necef- 
and Hours of Tries for making of them, and the Holt is a-leaven’d Cake, which 
Saying ise ig not kept till the next Day, and they wonder we do not make 
Holts every Day They go from thence praying to fay their Mafs, 
and only one is faid, with this variety -as to the Hours, that on 
Sundays and other Days which are not Fafts, it is {aid in the Morn- 
ing. On Fafting Days they fay it, at the time they are to Eat, _ 
that is, at Three in the Afternoon, on Wednefdays and Fridays and. 
at Sun-fetting in Lent. fa. 
The Wine they prepare for Mafs is thus made ; they bring 4 or 
Wine and 5 Raifins, as. has been hinted before, which they keep on purpofe, 
Com*mnnion..and {queeze to pieces with their Fingers in a Cup.of Water big- 
ger or lef, according to the number of People that are to Commu- 
nicate; for they all receive under both kinds, or to fay the Truth © 
under neither, it being moft certain that the Matter here is not 
Wine but Water, fince a Cup of Water cannot be converted into- 
Wine by § or 6 Raifins. Ialfo queftion their Form of Confecra- 
tion, for their Words for the Body of CHRIST are thefe: This 
Bread is my Body; and for the Blood, This Cup is myBlood; which 
Words feem to make an effential Alteration in the Senfe, as F. Laye 
mman exprefly declares in Theolog. mor, lib. 3. and may be feen in _ 
the Learned F. Francis Suarez, Tom.. 3, in 3 par. difput. 58, Sect 
7 andati 59. Sect. 5: notes 
f In the Mais they fay all eart, only reading the Gofpel in 
Hallelujas the Book the Priclt ites on ‘his Left Shoulder, me going ie 
alwayt#sds. out the Chappel Door,. there reads the Gofpel of the Day. They 
dy not vary the Gofpels as we do, according to the feveral Fenti- $ 
valsa 
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vals; but they read one Evangelift one whole Year, and the next 
Year another, and fo in four Years run through them all. They 
always fay Hallelzjas, even in the Mafles for the Dead, as we 
‘fhall fee in the fecond Book. 
_ The Prictt gives the Sacrament at the Chapel Door to Men and 
‘Women, faying, The Holy Flefoof Emmanuel oar God of Truth, 
which he took of the Lady of us all; and the Communicant fays, 
Amen, Amen. Then the Deacon gives the Blood with a Spoon, The Sacra- 
faying, This is the Blood of FESUS CHRIST, for the Life of the none how ` 
‘Flefb and Soul, and for Life everlajting, Then one who reprefents siyen, © _ 
our Sub-Deacon, pours a little Water into the Palm of the Com- 27°" 
municants Hand, with which he rinfes his Mouth and Drinks it. 
-All the Communicants ftand, and this may-fufficeas to the Cere= 
monies of the Aby/fine Mafs. _ f 
Thus we have given a brief Account of the Affairs of this Erhi- 
-opia or Alyffinia, which may improperly be call’d the Empire of 
Prefer Fohn, We have feen the Original of the Catholick Reli- 
gion there; we have difcover'd who were the fir(t Religious Men 
that enter’d into it; we have related the Occafion they had to leave 
the true Faith; and we have writ what is molt requifite to be 
known of their Cuftoms and Errors, and of their Abanas, wha 
„ever {ince their firit Revolt, always came to them from Alesxan- 
dria, till the Days of their Emperor Zara Facob, before {poken of, 
who was Ten Years without any 4buna, endeavouring to get one 
from Rome; and after his Death: continued fo 13 Years longer, till 
perceiving the ImpomMibility of having one from Rome, they brought 
one from Alexandria, which was the Abuna Marc, who was li- 
ving in Ethiopia-at the time when F. Francis Alvarez came thi- 
ther, fent by King Emanuel of Portugal, with his Ambaflador, as 
_ we fhall fee, with many other remarkable Accidents, in the en- 
{uing Books i 





The End-of the firft Book. 


THLE. 


ERAVELSI 


OF THE 


WE SULTS 
ETHIOPIA. 









































BOOK I 


SSS E EEGA 


CHapb. F 


OF the firft Difcoveries of Ethiopia by Land and Seas 
of the Emprefs Helen, and a Magnificent Church fhe 
built ; Embaffies: between Ethiopia and Portugal, and: 
fome other Particulars.. | 


I 


” ying before any other fent out Ships to make new Difcove- 

ries along the Coalt of 4frick, and. they fuccefsfully pafling- 
beyond any that had been before them, the Kings his Nephews 
profecuted what he had fo happily. begun, till their Adventurers 
pafs'd that, ever fince fo famous Promontory call’d the Cape of 
Good Hope. So far had King John the H. proceeded, when he 
pitch’d upon two of his Subjects well- skill'd in the. Arabick ane 
other: 


Pines Henry, Son to King John the firt of Portugal, ha- 
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other Languages, to travel by Land into Zadie, and there endea- 
vour to find out a Chriftian King, vulgarly cald Prefer Fohn, 
and enquire whether the Spices and other Commodities brought 
from thofe Eaftern Parts up the Red Sea, and thence by Land to 
Grand Cairo and Alexandria, and fo to Fenice by the ALediserra- 
mean, might not at once be convey'd to Portugal upon the Ocean. 
Thefe two Men were Peter de Covilham and Alfonfo de Payva. 
Both of whom after long Travels went into Jndia and Ethiopia, 
but neither return’d into Portagal; for Payvain his Return dy’d 


¢ 


_ at Grand Cairo, and Covilham was not permitted to depart Ethiopia Covilham > 

by the Emperor then reigning: But before he went into that aad Payva 

Empire, he writ to King Joha from Grand Cairo, by means of two ig Ethiopia. 

Jews fent after them by the fame King John, giving him a parti- 

- cular Account of his Travels, how he had been in IJndia, and’ 

. found that the Portugueze Ships might by the way of the Ocean: 

Sail thither, and that hisCompanion had been in an Empire call’d 

Ethiopia, and at the Court of that Monarch, who was a Chriltian, 

` and in all likelyhood the famous Prefer Fohn, hisHighnefs was fo 

defirous to find out; and for as much as his Highnefs order’d a 

Letter to Le deliver'd to the faid Prefer Fohn, fince his Companion: 

was Dead, he was going to carry it himfelf. This was the Sub- 

ftance of Covilham’s Letter, and his Account was extraordinary 

pleafing to King John, and it was generally concluded throughout 

all Portugal, that the fo much fought for Prefer Fohn was now 

found out ; whereas the real Prince of that Name mutt be in Afia, 

and this here was in </frick ; for the Prefer Fohn they were fent 

to find out, was a Chriftian Prince reigning in the Inland of Afa, 

at the time when Afareus Paulus Venetus: travel’d through Afaz,. 

as he affirms, and the extraordinary Account he gave of that Mo- 

narch having fld all 4fa with bis Fame, the greateft Chriftian: 

Princes conceiv’d an ardent defire of finding him out. This Dif 

covery of Covilham and Payva happend in the r490, and was fol- 

low’d- by Vafco de Gama’s failing round into the Eaftin 1497. In. 

1505 Alfonfo d* Albuquerque was the firt European that enter’d the 

Mouth of the Red Sea, and by that means the Erhiopians came to- 

hear ot the great Exploits of: the Portuguezes in India, confirming, 

the mighty Things they had been told of that Nation by Peter de- 

Covilham, who was ftill-living among them. The great Emprefs= 

Helen, Dowager to the Emperor Beda Mariam, at that time g0-yyefen Em- 

verning Ethiopia, during the Minority of her Son David, and de- a 

firing to fettle a Correfpondence with the King of Portugal, writ 

to him, and fent a fort of'Embafly by one Matthew an Arme- 

nian, and with him, as a Token of the Faith fhe profefs'd,.a Piece 

of the Holy Crofs. This Meflenger was nobly. entertain’d: cap 
‘on fo 
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fonfo d Albuquerque, who order’d.a Gold Box to be made to carry 
the Holy Wood, with the greater Honour. Aatthew coming to 
Lisbon, found an honourable Reception from King Emanuel, who 
fent him back well fatisfy’d into Ethiopia, as fhall be mention’d 
more fully hereafter. This was the beginning of the following 
Friendfhip between the Portugaezes and the Abyffines, and hence 
pos all thofe ftiange Accidents, which we {hall {peak of kere- 

afier. 
When Peter de Covilham enterd Ethiopia, which was in the 
Alexander Year 1490, as was faid above, the Emperor Scander or Alexander, 
Nabod and being tbe only one of that Name reign’d there, who the Natives 
David, Em- affirm was a true Alexander in Generofity, as well as by Name. 
perors.. Nahod fucceeding him in the Throne, would never give Covilham 
leave to depart, both becaufe he had a great value for him, and in 
Regard it was the Cuftom of the Nation to detain all Strangers 
that came into it. Zahod reign’d 13 Years, and left the Crown 
to his Son Lebna Danguil, otherwife call’d David, then an Infant, 
and during his Minority the Empire was govern’d by his Mother 
MMaguexa, and the :Emprefs Helen, who had been Wife to the 
Emperor Beda Mariam, sauch.reipected by all Men, for her fin- 
gular Gravity and Wifdom. ‘ : 
This Lady bad neither Son nor Daughter, but enjoy’d many 
Lands left her in the Kingdom of Gojam by her Husband, was 
very Rich, and perform’d extraordinary Works. The molt fa- 
mous of them all was the building the ftately and magnificent 
Church, that had been till then in Ethiopia, whereof fome confi- 
derable Remains were afterwards to Ve deen. In order to raife this 
Structure, fhe caufed the ableft Architects to be brought out of 
Ezypt, This Pile was erected in the middle of the Kingdom of 


"A Church 


built, 


 Gojam, ina Territory call’'d JVebeffe, waterd by the:River Wiles — 
There at the Foot of a Hill was an Enclofure made of Stone and 


Clay fquare, and each fide of it about 200 Fathom long, the Wall 
about 2 Yards thick, and above 5 in Heights the whole Work as 
was faid of Clay and Stone, but io ftrong, that FuEwanuel d Al- 
meyda teltifies it requir’d much Strength to break off any Stone. 
Within this Enclofure the Church was built, all of it fquare, — 

not only in the inner Part, which is like a Chappel, but in 
the outward Walls, contrary to the manner of all other Ethio- 
pian Churches, which are round, as has been faid before. F, E- 
manuel d Almeyda faw a confiderable part of thefe Walls {till 
ftanding, and fays they were about 104 Feet in length, and 
tho’ much of it was filld up with the Stones that had fallen, 
he fays the Chapel might be about 60 Foot long, and all the 
Stones, as well thofe {tanding as the others, fallen down large, 

{mooth, 








The 


Travels of the Fefuits iw Ethiopia. 





{fmocth, and moft artificially polifh’d, and on each of them were 
carved Rofes, Pinks, Lilies and feveral other Flowers, one upon 
each Stone 4 and tho’ very many had every one a difterent Flower 
on it, which was wonderful to fee, what variety of feveral Flow- 
ersthe Artit could fanfie, and all of them {o curioufly cut, that 
it was impoffible to outdo them in Gold, Silver or Wax, or even 
with a Pencil. And the People told the Fathers, that feveral of 
thofe Rofes were cover’d with Gold and Silver, the Workmanthip 
exceeding the value of the Metals, many of them ftill to be 
fenna 

It was not only the Structure of this Church that colt fo much, 


for it was nobly endowd and adorn’d, as having molt precious &s Wealth 


x 


Vettments, and Gold Chalices and Patens of extraordinary value, and Beauty. 


F. Emanael d Almeyda aflures us, that even in the Days of the 
Emperor Sultan Segued, he faw two Altar Stones belonging to it 
all of Solid Gold, the one weighing $00 and the other 500 Ogueas. 
However, there was one great defect in this noble Structure, which 
was want of light ; but perhaps not the Fault of the Architect, 
who might likely comply with the Cuftom of the Country, where, 
as has been faid,.alt the Churches are very dark. Now there be- 
ing no other covering in Erhiopia but Thatch, and nothing to be 
done in this Church, either by Day or Night, but by Candle- 
light, we may eafily guels how much it was expos’d to danger of 
Fire ; and before this {tately Work had {tood 20 Years, the Maho- 
metan Granhe, invited by the Fame of the Wealth it contain’d,, 
-~ came, and after plundering fet Fire to it, fo that all was reduc’d to 
Athes but the Stones. Out of thefe Ruins a Roman Fefuit, with 
the AMfiftance of the Emperor Sultan-Segued, undertook to raile a 
more lafting Pile, which was call’d Mertola Mariam, that is, the 
Lodging of Mary; and F, Ferome Lobo, who was then prefent, 
fays, that when they came to dig up the Foundation of the Chap- 
pel to build the new one, they found four Gold Plates about the 
bignefs of the Palm of a Man’s Hand, with the Name of one of the 
Evangelifts cut on each of them, as if the Chapel were founded 
on the four Evangelifts. K 
- During the Reign of the aforefaid Emperor Lebna Danguil, Da- 
vid, or Sultan Segued, for he had all thefe Names, King Emanuel’s 
Ambaflador arriv d in Ethiopia, which was in Return for the a- 
- Bove mention’d Matthew the Armenian, fent into Portugal, at 


which Time the Affairs of Aby/inia being in a better Potture than + 


they prov’d afterwards, that Emperor's Letter bore feveral magni- 


- ficent Titles, as David, the beloved of God, Pillar-of> the Faithy. The E Hibs 


Kinfman to the Race of Juda, Son of David, Son of Solomon, Son of 
the Pillar of Sion, Emperor of the Greatvand High Ethiopia, and of 
its. 
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Portugueze 
Emba{fy. 


Ethiopian 
Emba{fy. 


its great Kingdoms and Provinces, &c. WHereupon King Emanuel, 
immediately order’d a Solemn Embafly in anfwer to this, and 
chofe for it Edward Galvam, a Perfon of fingular Capacity, who 


had been Secretary to the Kings /fonfo the V. and Foba the IL.” 


and Ambaffador at Rome, in Germany and France, with whom he 
fent one of his Chaplains call’d Francis Alvarez, a Virtuous and 
Difcreet Man. By them he fent coftly Prefents to the Emperor 
David, and his Prote&trefs the Emprefs Helen. But the Ambaffa- 
dor Edward Galvam being above -7o Years of Age, dy’din the 
Wand of Camarane, which is within the Red Sea; 1o that the Em- 
bafly was difappointed at that time. Afterwards Lope Vaz de Se- 
queira entering upon the Government of Jadia, and failing into the 
Red Sea againft the Turks, happend to put into the Port of Afa- 
zaa in April 1520, which Ifland was then fubje& to the Aby/fine 
Emperor, and being there vifited by the Chriftians of the Country, 
the Bahar Nagays, who is Governor of the Sea Coaft, and the 
Monks of Bizam, and obferving how joyfully they all receiy’d 
Matthew the Armenian, whom he brought back from Portugal, he 
refolved to put his Prince’s Commands in execution. 

To this purpofe he made Choice of Don Roderick de Lima to go 


Embaffador, and with him went F. Francis Alvarez, and fome _ 


other Portuguexes, and tho’ they fuffer’d much by the way, they 
all came fate to the Emperors Court, who receiv’'d them with 
great Pomp, and Expreffions of Affection, fignitying his SatisfaQi- 
on for that Embafly, and entertaining them with all the Magni- 
ficence Ethiopia could afford, difmifing them at lalt after many 
delays, either becaufe it is the Cuftom of the Country, or for the 
more State. Butthe main Thing that kept them there 6 Years was 
the want of Shipping ; for if_any happen’d to come from India, it 
Was at a time when they were very far from the Sea. At length they 
departed Ethiopia in the Year 1526, and the News of the Death of 
King Emanuel, and King John the Ids. Acceffion to the Crown 
being brought before they were gone, the Emperor David fent him 
a Letter, which may be feen at large in F. Francis’s Hiltory, Chap. 
235, and with it his Crown of Gold and Silver, and as an Ambafe 
fador a Monk of his cald Zagaza Ab, a Man in great Authority 
among them, and well read in their Books ; by whom he alfo fenta 
Letter to Pope Clement the VII, earnettly intreating F. Alvarez 
that he would go with his Ambaflador to Rome. Thofe Letters are 
elegantly tranflated into Latin by Paulus Fovins, and in them the faid 
Emperor acknowledges the Pope to be CHRIST’s Vicar upon 
Earth, and Supream Head of the Church. The Ambaflador was 
honourably receiv’d at Rome, anda this may be feen at large in 
Farmesde Conto, Dec. 4. lib.:1. cap. 10. Fohn de Barros, Dec. 4 cap. 4. 

and 
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and in the faid F. Francis Alvarex’s Hiftory of Ethiopia. This 
Hiltory of F. Alvarez, has been tranflated into Spani/h and Italian, 

and may-very fafely be credited, as F. Emanuel d’ Almeyda oblerves, 

in all things he fays, he faw, becaufe befides his being a Man of 
undoubted Reputation,there has been nothing fince found in Erhiopia 
to contradict what he affirms. However great Caution is to be 
usd as to all thofe Affairs he took upon hearlay, becaute the 
Abyffines are very much given to magnifying of all that belongs 
_ to them to Strangers, whom they delight toimpofe upon, as the 

faid F. Alvarez found by Experience, in the difficulty they had 

of obtaining Audiences from the Emperor, whofe Treafures, tho’ 

much greater at that time than fince, were nothing like what they 
pretended; and may much more eafily be fet down in Paper, 

than found in his Country. 

The Ceremonies he tells us were usd in conducting them lel- 

furely through the Doors, and the {tops they made in the Chambers 

of the Palace, were all Tricks they put upon the Portuguefes, 

as being Strangers. The Stage, or Throne, he fays, they faw the 

Emperor on, the firt time, was doubtlefs made only for that oc- 

cafion, his Throne being no other than a Couch after their Fafhie 

on, but now he has one made in China, which the Portuguefes 

prefented him; and this, or thofe they had before, are generally 

well adorn’d, as has been already fignity’d. 

— Lagaxa-Ab, the Aby(fine Embaflador, who came into Portugal, Declaration 
with F. Francis Alvarez, compos’d a Treatife there, wherein he of the Ethi- 
declares the Faith of the Ethiopians, which was tranflated into Opian Faith, 
Latin by Damian de Goes, and isto be feen in Hifpania Mluftrata, 

among the Affairs of Portugal; but we are to be very cautious in 

reading this Book, becaufe that 4by/fine being in a ftrange Coun- 

try, fo remote from Ethiopia, where no body could contradict him? 

faid many things that were groundlefs, and {poke not fo truly as 
‘he ought to have done concerning their Errors, faying there were 

mone among them, whereas we are convinced there are very 
many. 
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CHAP II. 


The great Havock made in Ethiopia by the Moor 
Granhe; the Emperor David craves Aid of the 
King of Portugal; David dees, and is {ucceeded by 
Claudius ; Doz Chriftopher de Gama comes to 
his Affiftance with 400 Men, and twice defeats the 

` Infidels. 


Tv H E Emperor David above mention’d, who at the beginning 
of his Reign had been extraordinary fuccefsful again{ft his 
Enemies the Moors, fuffer’d very much in his latter Days, from 
an Jrruption made into his Dominions by Ahamed, the Moor; 
who had the bye-Name of Granhe, fignifying, Left-handed, be- 
caufe he was fo. This Infidel being affifted by the King of Adel, 


wades Ethi- in Revenge for the Havock the Emperor David had made in his — 


opia. 


‘Abyffines 
eafily ree 


ounce their his Elder Brother, in the Empire; befides many great Men of the — 


Faith, 


Country, enterd Erhiopia with a mighty Army, over-ran the 
Kingdom of Fategar, deftroyd many Towns, burnt Villages, — 
took abundance of People, and had Thoughts of conquering all 
Ethiopia, encourag’d by his firft fucceffes. j Y 
The Emperor having fuch an Enemy within his own Do: | 
minions, gather’d all his Forces, confifting of 3000 Horfe, anda 
great multitude of Foot, and meeting Granhe, who had then but — 
300 Horfe, and a much {maller number of Foot, was overthrown, 
and abundance of his Men taken. Two Years after, the Ema 
eror led on a greater Army, and tho’ he obtain’d a confiderable — 
itory over the Moor ; yet from the Year 1528 till 1540, when 
David dy’d, the Moors of Adel, commanded by their General 
Granhe, for he was neither King of Zeila, nor of Adel, nor is oe 
Zeila any more than a Sea-Port of Adel, over-ran the beft part 
of the Abyfine Empire, routing all the beft Commanders that — 
offer'd to oppofe them, deftroying all they met with, and plun- — 
dering the Churches, which were then very rich. Ei 
Among the other Prifoners taken by the AZoors, was one of 
the Emperor’s own Sons, call'd Minas, who fucceeded Claudius, 
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Abyfines went over and took part with Granhe, and what is worfe, — 
immediately 
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immediately became A4ahomerans, but as F. Francis Alvarez ob- 
ferves they make no difficulty of changing their Religion; for as 
foon as it goes ill with Mahomet, they again turn Chriftians, and 
being rebaptiz'd, fanfie they are as Innocent as new born Babes ; 
nor dothey afterwards look upon 1t as any fhame, that they res 
nounc’d their Faith. ch ae 

The unfortunate Emperor perceiving the Ruin of his Empire, 
and that the Joorifh General bore down all before him, like an 
impetuous Torrent, thought of fending to Jndia to crave Succour 
of the Portagnefes, and at the fame to Portugal to King Fobn the 
3d, and even to Rome to fubmit himfelf to the Pope again, fo the 
more toobligehim. To this purpofe he pitched upon one Matter 





Fohn, a Portugnefe of the Embaflador Don Roderick de Lima's Re- A Portus 
tinue, who had ftay’d behind, to goas his Envoy to crave Succour, guefe Pa- 
and the more to oblige him, order’d he fhould be created Abana, triarch. — 


or Patriarch of Ethiopia, becaufe he was a Catholick, by this good 
beginning to fhow his Refolution of fubmitting to the See of Rome. 
The Abana Marc, was (till living at that time, and enjoy’d that 
Dignity in Erhiopia, being as F. Francis Alvarez writes, very well 
affected towards the Catholick Faith, and readily comply’d with 
the Emperor's Defires, naming the faid Matter Jobn for his Suc- 
ceflor, who from that time forwards was call'd Don John Bermudes; 
and receiyd Holy Orders there, for he was a Lay-Man before, 
which Dignity the faid Dos Joha tells us in his Hiltory of Erhiepia 
he receiv’d upon Condition that he was to go to Rome for the Pope 


-to confirm it. 




















Having receiv d the Emperors Letters, and taken Orders from Confirm’ d at 
the Abana, he fet out by Land, and after many Hardfhips ar- Rome and 
rivd at Rome, in the Year 1533, Paul the 3d being Pope, who feimb ee 


receiv’d him with his ufual Courtefie, and having difpatch'd him 
with Bulls not only to be Patriarch of Ethiopia, but of Alexan- 
dria he came to Portugal, and was as well receiv'd by King Fohn 
the 3d, who honour'd him both as the Emperor’s Embaflador, 
and Patriarch of Alexandria. He difmifsd him with Orders to 
be furnifh’d with 450 Mufquetiers in Jndia, whither he fail'd in 
the Year 1539, was honourably treated at Goa, by the Viceroy 
Don Garcia de Noronha, who dying before he could put the Kings 
Orders in Execution, was fucceeded by Don Stephen de Gama, 
who, as we fhall fee, convey d the aforefaid fupply into Erhiopia, 
e with the above mention’d Patriarch Don John Ber- 
mudex. ; 

Whilft the Succours were preparing in Portugal and India, the 
Emperor David declin’d dai ly, and at laft retir’d to an inaccefhble 
Mountain, call’d Damo, molt of the others being already fubdu’d, 
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Ethiopia where he defended himfelf, with fome brave Men that ftuck to 

difrefsd. bhim, barely fupporting the Name, tho’ not the Majefty of an Em- 
peror; but in this invincible Fortrefs he was conquerd by Death, 
for there he ended his Days, at 42 Years of Age, whereof he reign’d 
33, the firt 20 profperous, the laft 13 full of Adverfity. HisSon 
Glaudios, or Claudius facceeded him, at 18 Years of Age, under 
the Direction of his Mother Cabelo Oangnel. The firt Action of 
his Reign was fuccefsful, for having gather’d fome Forces, he o- 
verthrew the Moor Amiroxzman; but was foon after defeated by. 
him, and‘fore’d to retire to Xwea, with only 60, or 30 Men, with 
whom he winter’d there. How the Emperor was reliev'd by the 
Portuguefes in this Diftrefs, we will now deliver out of F. Peter 
Pays his Account of the Affairs of Ethiopia, he having livd 19 














































Years in that Country, and known many of the Portaguefes pA 
themfelves, or the Sons of thofe, who were concern’d in thofe i 

Actions, which is thus. i : p 

Baraat: In the Year 1541, Don Stephen de Gama, then, Covernor of 
4 India, enterd the Red-Sea with a confiderable Fleet, and having 


N done much Harm to the Infidels on the Coaft of Arabia; came to. 
Jaccour Ethi- an Anchor at the Wand of Mazua, whence he fent his Brother 
AUGA Lon Chriftopher de Gama, with 402 Men to the Afiltance of the — 
Emperor of Ethiopia. Thefe Men met with extraordinary Difi- 
culties in pafling the uncouth Mountains, over which. it was ale 
moft impoffible to draw their Canon, but having overcome them, 
and being met every where by the Country People, who look’d 
upon them as their Deliverers, they brought down the Emprefs 
Cxbelo Oanguel from the Mountain Damo, to which fhe was re- 
ti’d for Safety, there being no way to get up it, but being hoit- 
ed in Baskets. 1n December they departed from Debaroa, where 
they had receiv’d the Emperefs, and with her march’d to join the 
Emperor, who was in another Place naturally impregnable. On 
the firk of February 1542. they came to a very {trong Mountain,. 
which the Afoor Granhe had made himfelf Matter of by Treachery, 
and polted on it an Officer with 1500 Men. This Mountain ts 
but Three Days Journey from Debaroa the right way, but they 
{pent fo much. time becanfe they took a great Compais about to 
t-duce other Parts. Don Chriffopher refoly'd to attack the Moun- 
tain; becaufe fhould he leave the Moors poflefs’d of it, all that 
Country he had recover’d mult fubmit to them again, and they 
might cut off his Provifions, The Emprefs would have diflwaded 
him, reprefenting the Impracticableneis of the Atcempt, but his 


Retolution prevail’, 
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On the Top of the Mountain is a Plain about a League over, /mpregnable 
with Water enough to ferve Abundance of People, and tho’ there Mountain, 
are Tlree Afcents, they are fo trong, that it appear’d impomMble 
to force them, had they been guarded but by a very {mall num- 
ber, The chief of thefe Afcents is cald Amba Zanet, which 
Name is given toall the Mountain. At the Foot of this Afcent 
was a {trong Stone-Wall, with a Gate in it, whence the way up 
was very ftreight and {teep, and at the top another Gate in the 
Rock it felf, The 2d Afcent they call Amba Xembut, not fo dif- 
ficult, tho? bad enough. The 3d is Amba Gadabut, ttronger than 
toth the others, being all hewd out of the Rock, and may be 
eafily kept with Stones from above. They are about a Mufquet- 
{hot from one another, and each of them defended by 500 Men 
with Bows, Arrows, Lances, and Bucklers. Dox Chriffopher ha- 
ving obferv’d all this, orderd three falfe Attacks to be made that 
the Moors might fpend their Arrows, and having perform(’d it, 
without coming too near, upon a Signal given all his Men drew 
off, the Moors giving great Shouts for Joy. The next Morning, 
by break of Day, he attack’d the three Paffes in Earnelt, and 
forced them all, the Infidels fying to the top, where being pur- 
fud by the Portuguefes, they were every Man of them kill’d. Of Gain'd by 
the Portuguefes Eight were Slain, and 40 wounded. The Place the Portus- 
was deliver'd up to the Evhiopians, who plentifully fupply’d the guefe. - 
Portuguefes with Provifions, during all the Month of February 
they ftay'd there, admiring that Action, which they had thought 
Impracticable.  _ ; : 
Intelligence being brought that Five Portuguefe Veflels were ata - 
riv'd at AZazua, Don Chriftopher fent a Captain of his own, with 
40 Men to get fome fupply of Ammunition, and carry Letters 
for the Viceroy of Jndia, and fet forward himielf, with his Forces 
towards a Country, where a Chriftian Aby/fine had been com- 
pell’d to fubmit to the AZo0rs, and now fent to inform him, that 
if he would come to him, he would find no oppofition. He had 
not gone fir before he receiv’d an Exprefs from the Emperor, des 
firing he would make hafle to join him, becaufe the AZo0r Granhe 
was advancing towards them, and each apart would be too weak - 
to withfand him. Being come to thofe Lands, whither the £- 
thiopian Commander above mention’d, had invited him, he was 
met and prefented by him with Eight fine Horfes, and inform’d 
the Enemy was fo near, that he could not advance without 
meeting them, It troubled Don Chrifopher that he could neither 
_ join the Emperor, nor {tay for thofe Men he had fent to Maans, 
however he refolv'd to Fight, and encouraging his Men, they alf ee 
approv'd of -his Refolution, The next Day the Enemy pa 
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hand he incamp’d on a Rifing Ground, where Granbe having 
Their fir taken a View of his {mall Forces, enclos’d him with 15000 
Villor}. Foot, arm’d with Bows, and Arrows, Darts, and Bucklers, be- 
te fides 1500 Horfe, and 200 Turkijh Mulquetiers, thinking to ftarve 
him out. Don Chriffopher underttanding his Defign, after fome 
{mall Skirmifhes drew out all his Men with the Emprefs in the 
Center, on the 4th of April, 1542. The Canon and Muskets 
made the Infidels keep off, but the Turks advanc'd and did fome 
harm with their Shot, and Granhe himfelf coming on with 500 
Horfe, the Portuguefes began to be hard prefs’d, but that the 
Canon being well play’d kill’d many of the Horfe and made the 
relt lacken. Many of the Portuguef s were now wounded, and | 
Don Chrifopher fhot through a Leg, yet left not the Battle, but 
encourag’d his Men. Granhe on the other fide thinking his Men i 
ave way, came up fo clofe, that he was alfo thot through the 
Te and his Horfe kild under him, whereupon his Men ftruck — 
their Colours, and carry’d him off, the Portugwefes purfuing them 
till they were all fo fpent that it was thought a rafhnefs to go any 
farther, and therefore they returnd victorious to their Camp, 
where they found the Emprefs and her Women, drefing the — 
wounded Men and binding their Hurts with their own Linnen, — 
for want of other. Of the Portuguefes Eleven were kill’d, among 
the Infidels flain the -dbyffines knew four of Granhe's Com- 
manders of Note, and 30 Turks, Don Chrifopher fent that very 
Night, to acquaint the Portuguefes, who were gone to Mazus, 
with his Succefs and haften them back. Fa 
Twelve Days after the Defeat of Granhe, the Portuguefes, wha 
had been wounded, being pretty well recover'd, and the Infidels 
recruited and grown ftrong by feveral Parties, that join'd them, — 
Don Chriftopher refolv'd to give Battel again, and marching to- 
wards them was receivd with great Shouts and Crics of thofe a 
Barbarians, much encourag’d by their frefh Acceffion of Forces, — 
and particularly that of a famous Commander call’d Garac Amar, 
who had brought them 500 Horfe and 3000 Foot. This Man — 
took the van, and charg’d the Portuguefes with {fuch Fury, that — 
had all his Men been like him, he mult donbtlefs have over-run 
them, but the damage the Canon did prevailing with them to 
keep very open, he and Four or Five others, who follow’d him _ 
‘clofe breaking into the Portyguefes Battel, were kill’d fighting ~ 
bravely. -Granhe, who was catry’d on Mens Shoulders, becaule — 
of bis Wore Orde S all ibe ice or his Hore Charge A a 
The Tecond’ all fides, which made the ight very hot. Only Eight Portuguefes 
Fie Heed had Horfes, and did wonders, but bane fo ime dert Bork far DY 
from their Foot, who made a great Slaughter of the as Fe 
n ee’ 
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In the Heat of the A&ion the Powder of the Portugnefes uns 
fortunately took Fire and blew up, killing two of them and 
hurting feveral others; yet had this good Effect, that the noife 
fo terrify’d the Infidels Horfes that they ran away in {pight of 
their Riders, and the Portagwefes improving that Advantage, 
charg’d the Foot fo vigoroufly that they were put to flight, and 
purfu'd about half a League, which was the fartheft the Victors 
were able to follow for mere wearinefs. The Enemies Tents 
were all taken {tanding with much Booty. Of the Pertuguefes 
14 werekill’d, and 60 wounded, whereof 4 dy’d of their Wounds. 
That ground being unfit to encamp, they march’d thence to a 
pleafant River fide, where they faw many Moors with their , 
General Granhe, who perceiving they were difcover'd, fled with 
all {peed, for Eight Days together to a ftrong Mountain, many 
of them Er by the way, 
Don © 








riftopher having lain in that Place two Days to cure the Don Chri- 


Wounded Men, was there join’d by the Portuguefes, who had been Ropher de 

fent to Mazya, and by the Bahar Nagays with 30 Horfe, and 500 Gama block! 

Foot. Being thus reinforc’d, he refolv’d to purtue Granhe 1m- up Granhe, 
os 5 


mediately, and therefore leaving 14 of his Men, that were mol 
Wounded on a ftrong Mountain, under the Care of the Governor 
of the Country, who wasextraordivary kind tothem, he march’d 
on Ten Days, till he came to the Mountain Granhe had fled to, 
which was very large, and ftrong. The Winter now beginning 
with much Rain, Don Obriffopher was pet{waded to take up Quar- 
ters during it, at the Foot of another Mountain oppofite to that 
where Granbe lay, convenient for cutting off his Provifions. The 
Country People built the Men Huts, and brought them plenty of 
Provifions with great readinefs and good will. 

In this‘Place a Few inform’d Don Chriftopher, that he might 



































eafily make himfelf Mafter of a {trong Mountain, call'd Oaty, Gain safirong 
in the Province of Ceres, which was near, and where there were Mountain. 


many Horfes; befides that the Emperor, who had but {mall 
Forces, could not come to join him any other way. He fet out: 
at Mid-Night with 100 Portyguefes, and coming to the Mountain 
went up it the way the Fe» led, but on the top found 3000 
_Moorifh Foot and 400 Horfe, whom after a fharp Difpute he 
‘outed with much Slaughter, and of thofe that fled many were 
kild by the Jews, who inhabited that Mountain. . Not one - 
Portuguefe was kill’d in this A@tion, which amaz’d the Fews of 
the Mountain, and particularly bim that guided them, who - 
thereupon became a Chriltian, and having been always Loyal to 
_ the Emperor was left Governor of the Mountain, as he had been 
always before the doors took 1t, The Booty was- very cons 
ohh Pe ii | fiderable, 
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fiderable, and among the reft 300 Mules, and 80 choice Hories, 
which Don Chrifopher valud moft, and returnd to the Camp 
with all {peed, for Fear the Infidels knowing of his Abfence, 
fhould attack it; leaving 30 Portaguefes to tollow with the Hor{es 
becaufe the way being very bad, they travell'd flowly. 

During the time the Portuguef-s winterd, the Moor Granhe 
Jabour’d to gather new Forces, and elpecially to get fome Turks, 
and fending a confiderable Prefent to the Bafla of Zebid, in — 
Arabia, was by him fupply’d with 700 Mufquetiers, 30 of them 
Horfe, and 10 Field Pieces; befides a number of Arabs, to whom - 
a confiderable number join’d themfelves out of Ethiopia. The 
Turks artiv'd the fame Night that Don Chrijfopher return’d to 
his Camp, and the next Day Granhe came down from the 
Mountain, covering the Plain with his Men, and encamp’d fo 
near the Portuguefes, that their Field-Pieces reach’d their In- — 
trenchments. Don Chriftapher feeing what a {trong fupply Granhe 
had receiv’d, confulied with his Officers, among whom it was 
refolv'd, that it was impoffible to retire, and therefore they muft 
Fight; but would make the bet Defence they could in their — 
Camp, till the other Portuguefes came up with their Horfes, 
They therefore fent to halten them, and {pent the Day in pre- — 
paring to seceive the Enemy, yet could not hold out till the 
Horfes came, as we fhallfee in the next Chapter, — 
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The left Battel, in which Don Chriftopher was de- 
feated ; his Death, the Portuguefes, who efcap’d 
the Slaughter, join the Emperor Claudius, avd rout 
fome of Granhe’s Commanders, how that Infidel 
was routed, and kild; what happned after this 
Vittory, and how the Emperor flighted the Portu- 
guefes. 


T HE Moor Granhe finding himfelf fo ftrong, refolv’d to lofe ne 
Time, and therefore the next Morning, being the 28th 4#- 
guft 1542, by break of Day he advanc'd towards the Portuguefe 
Camp with all his Men, the Turks leading the Van, with 10 

Pieces of Cannon. Don Chrifopher on the other fide, affign’d his — 
Men their Pofts, with Orders only to make them good, without 


fallying upon the Enemy, till the Horfes were come up, When oe 
they were within Mufquet-fhot, both fides began to play their ue a 


Cannon and {mall Arms with great Fury, which lalted {fome 
Hours, the Infidels fill advancing ; fo that Don Chrifopher per- 
ceiving his Intrenchments were not ftrong enough to oppofe fuch 
a Power, fally'd ont with 50 Portaguefe Mufquetiers, and falling 
on 100 Turks, anda number of Moors drove them for a confider- 
able fpace, with mucli flaughter, but a greater multitude coming 
upon him, heretir’d again, with the lofs of four of his Men kill’d, 
and moft of the ret wounded, as was he himfelf with a Mufquet- 
Ball in his Leg. . The other Portaguefe Commanders, in their turns 
made Sallies, and drove the Enemy a confiderable fpace, but in 
the Retreat, they ftill loft Men, and had many wounded. Thus 
they held on till Noon, when the Emprefs’s Houfe was fo full 
of wounded Men, that it could hold no more, and the Enemy 
drew fo near, that two of her Women were hurt within it. 
* Captain Fransis de Abren fallying with his Men, and having beat 
back the Turks, in his Retreat was fhot Dead, and his Brother 
Humphrey, who futtain’d him with another Body, underwent the 
fame Fate. Don Chrifopher having loft fo many brave Men, and ~ 
{esing the rekt either wounded, or much turd, fally’d out cae 
wit 
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with the Royal Standard fo furionfly, that he drove the Infidels 
before him with great Slaughter; and it is thought would have 
certainly got the Day, had the Horfes been come up, but there 
were only Eight with him, which fought all the Day. Yet he 
purfu'd the Moors a confiderable way, and then his Men being 
{pent retird., The Turks then rally’d, firing after the Portuguefes, 
{ome of whom they kill’d, and broke Don Chriffopher’s Right Arm. 
Captain Emanuel de Acunha came in at this time, with his Men, 
and brought them off, but many wounded, and the reft fo fpent, 
that they were not able to make ufe of their Arms. ° However 
they twice repuls’d the Turks, who had broke into their Trenches, 
and the Day being far watted, compell’d Don Chrifopher by main 
Force to retire towards the Mountain, the Patriarch, and the Em- 
prefs going before. Many of thofe who could not keep up, be- 
caule of their Wounds, were kill’d in the Purfuit, but Night 
coming on, and the Mountain being very woody, the greateft 

art efcapd, efpecially thofe who follow’d the Patriarch and the 
Boone The Turks enterd the Camp, and butcher’d Forty Por- 
j akt a found fo defperately wounded, that they were not 
able to ftir. 

Don Chriftoepher efcap'd that Night, with 14 wounded Men; the 
next Day they were all but one taken bya Party of Infidels, who 
carry’d them to their General Granhe, before whom lay 170 Heads. 
of the Portuguefe flan, which he had gather'd, giving a Reward 
for everyone. The Barbarian caus’d Don Chriftopher to be cruelly 
Scourg’d in his Prefence, and buffeted, with his Slaves Slippers, 
and after leading him about the Camp with much Cruelty, he 
was return’d to Granbe, who twilted his Beard with Wax, «fet 
Fire to it, pull’d off his Eye-Brows, and Eye-Lafhes with Nip- 
pers, and after many more Inhumanities {truck off his Head, 
with hisown Hand. The Turks hearing of his Death, werein a 
great Rage, for they defign’d to have fent him to Confantinople, 
and therefore after upbraiding the ÆZoor for prefuming to kill him _ 
without their Knowledge, they went away, to return to Zebid, 
with Don Chriftopher’s Head, and the Portugues Prifoners, yet Jeft 
him 200 Turks, as they had been order'd, in Confideration for the 
Tribute he paid them. A Pertuguefe who made his Efcape from: 
them gave this Account. : 

The Portugwefes during that difmal Night after their overthrow 
wander’d about the Mountain, not knowing whither they went, 
only thofe who follow’d the Emprefs had the better, becaufe 
there were Ethiopians to lead them, who knew the Country. She 
had fent People every way to conduct fuch as were aftray. The . 
next Day, thofe who had been left with the Horfes join’d her, 
° but 
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but knew nothing before of the Defeat. Soon after came the Por- 
tuguefe, who efcaped, when Dox Chrifopher was taken, and then Scattered 
the other that fled from the Zards, and having told the manner of Porcuguefe 
his Death, it renéw'd their Sorrow. The Emprefs with all the affemble. 
Women lamented him for 8 Days, as if hehad been her own Son. 
On this Mountain they contin ud fome Days to rett themfelves, and 
cure the wounded, as alfo to pick up thofe that were fcatter’d till 
about 120 came together, and they recciv’d Intelligence, that the 
Captain Emanuel D. Acanha, with 50 Portuguefes had got fafe in- 
tothe Country of the Babar Nagays, without knowing which way 
they went, and where there very lovingly entertain’d. Some time 
after, the Emprefs with the Portugsefes, and allthat follow’d her, 
went to the Fews Mountain, which Don Chrifopher had gaind, 
becaufe befides 1ts being almoft impregnable, there are large Corn 
Fields on it, Abundance of Grafs for Cattel, and Plenty of Water, 
which never fails, They were well receiv’d by the Commander 
Don Chriftopher left there, who fupply’d them with all they want- 
ed, or could ask of him. P 
Ten or twenty Days after their coming to this Mountain, the Em- t 
peror arrivd at the Foot of it, with very few and thofe forry Men, The Emperor 
whom the Portaguefes went downto receive, and he, tho’ highly joinsihem. 
concern d for their Lofs and the Death of Don Chriffopher, did them 
much Honour, bidding them not to think they werein a {trange 
Country, fince it fhould be as their own, and immediately furnith’d 
them all bountifully with Cloaths, Tents, Mules, Servants, and 
all other Neceffaries. He {tay’d on the Mountain fome Months, till 
his Forces came together, and he had affembled 590 Horfe, and 
8000 Foot, when the Portuguefes, thinking they were {trong enough 
to fight the AdZoors, bege’d of him, that he would afit them to 
revenge Don Chrijtopher’s Death. He queftion’d the doing of it with 
fo fmall a Number ; but underitanding that the Turks were gone 
home, and only 200 of them left, he confented. He fentto the 
50 Portuguefes, that were gon to the Land of Bahar-Nagays to come 
_ to him with all poffible Speed, and to bring with them the {pare 
Arms Don Chrifopher bad left on the Mountain Damo, where he 
found the Emprefs, that being a Place of Safety. When the Em- 
eror’s Meflengers came they found not the Portuguefes, who beliey- - 
ing that all the Relt of their Countrymen were cut off, and it was 
impofible for them to come tothe Emperor, were gon towards 
Mazua, to expect fome Veflels, to carry them back to Jadia. The 
Emperor's, Servantsreturn’d with the Arms, which were of great 
ufe, becaufe thofe who had efcap’d from the Battel were very ill 
provided. 
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Defeats a 
Party of 
Moors, 


. Granhe 


The Emperor perceiving it wasin vain to expect thofe Portuguefes, 
who weretoo far off, fetout from that Place on the 6th of Fe- 
bruary 1543, with 120, or 130 Portuguefes,who reful ‘d to be coms 
manded by any Man, but the Emperor himfelf. With thefe, and 
hisown 500 Horfeand 8000 Foot, he movw’d towards the Afoor 
Granhe, leaving the Emprefs his Mother on that Mountata. Tn 
the Province of Ogara he found a Moorife Commander, with 300 
Horfe, and 2000 Foot, whom he attacted by break of Day, 50 
Portuguefe Horfe leading the Van and flew the Commander, with 
moft of his Men, taking fome Prifoners, who inform’d him that 
Granhe was not far off in the Kingdom of Dambea, at a Place call'd 
Darafquea, near the Lake the Nile croffes, with his Wife and 
Children, who having been Jong from him, caine thither foon af- 
ter he overthrew Don Chrilfopher. 

Granhe under{tanding that the Emperor was advancing towards 
him, mufter’d his Forces, and found 13000 Horfes and Foot, be- 
fides 200 Turks. The Emperorcame and incamped in Sight ofthe 
Infidels, ata Place call’d Oiaadaga, where there were feveral Skir- 
mifhes, before they came to a Battel; in one of which 70 Portaguefe 
Horfe charg *d 200 of the Enemy, killing their Commander, with 
120f hisMen, and putting the Ref to flight. The Aby/fine General 
was a notableSoldier, anddid the Enemy much Harm, who there- 
foredrew him out treacheroufly, on Pretence of a Conference, and 
fhot him dead, which much difcourag’d his Men, and therefore 
the Emperor reiolv’d to fight immediatly for Fear they fhould de- 
ferthims At Break of Day the Army drew out, the Portuguefe 
leading the Van, with 250 Ethiopian Horie, and 350 Foot. The 


Emperor brought up the Rear with 250 Horfe more, and 4500 


Foot. In this Potture they advanc’d towards the Enemy, who 
mov’d in two Lines alfo, Granhe leading the firft, with 200 Turka 
ifb: Mufqueters, 600 Moorifh Horfe, and 7000 Foot, the fecond 
was commanded by another General, and confilted of 600 Horfe, 
and 6000 Foot. Both Armies charg’d with great Fury, and the 
Turks beganto drivethe Ethiopians before them, which they Porta- 


defeated and guefes perceiving they turn’d that way ant-made them retire to the 


Aill'd. 


Main Body of the AZoors,whither they purfu’d them with many of 
the bravett Abiffines, and oblig’d them to turn their Backs. Granhe 
perceiving their Diforder came up in Perfon, but the Portuguefes 
knowing him he was {oon fhot through the Body, and dropt upon 
his Horfes Neck, His Men feeing it, Made no longer Refi(tance 
but fed immediatly. Only the Commander of the Tarts would-nog 
condefcend to fave himfelf by Flight, but attack’d 5 Aby/ine 
Horfemen, wrefted a Spear out of one of their Hands, and. hough. 
ed hisHorfe, cuta Portuguefe over the Knee, and laid hold of his 
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Lance, but was kill’d by him withhis Sword. The Emperor’s 
Men purfird the flying Moors with great Slaughter, but the 
Portuguefes apply’d themfelves fo entirely to the Turks, That of 
200 only 14 efcap’d, to Granhe’s$ Wife, who hearing of the Rout, 
got away with 350 Horfe, that guarded her, and all the Treafure 
her Husband had fcrap’d together 3 the Conquerors being all bufy 
deftroying their Enemies, and taking the Plunder of the Camp, 
where they found a confiderable Number of Captives,to their great. 
Joy, fome meeting with their own Children, others their Wives, 
and others their Brothers, or Sifters. They all acknowledg’d the 
great Afiltance receiv'd from the Portuguefes, and the Emperor did 
them extraordinary Honour, and it was very remarkable, that, 
tho’ they fought with fuch Bravery, not one of them was kill'd. 

Thus far F. Peter Pays, who had the whole Account, from 
creditable Perfons, who were Eye-witnefles. The Emperor after 
returning Thanks to God, for fo great a Victory, coming down 
from the high Grounds of Oinadaga, incampd near the great Lake 
they call the Sea of Dambea, before defcrib’d. Being {till dubious, 
whether Granhe, was dead of his Wounds, an Ethiopian Comman- 
der brought him that Infidels Head, pretending he had kill’d him ; 
buta Portuguefe Soldier producing an Ear he had cut off, when he 
fell prov’d the Fact was his own. The Head was firt fhown to 
the Emprefs, and afterwards fent to all Parts of the Empire, to 
be feen by the People, who made great Rejoycings, for being de< 
liverd from fo barbarous an Enemy. The 50 Portuguefes, who 
we faid went for Mazy, after the Defeat of Don Chrifepher, inor- The Emper= 
der to embark for Jadia, hearing the News, turn’d back immedti- or recovers — 
tely, and taking the Emprefs along with them, came to he his Domini? ~ 
Camp, and joint’d the others, that were there before The Emperor onse - 
continu’d in that Place two Months, during which.time the Fame 
of the Victory fpread it felf all over Erhiopia, confirm’d by the 
Sight of Granbes Head, the Moors, who were in feveral Garrifons 
flying, and whole Kingdoms and Provinces returning to the Em- 
perors, Obedience, as did molt of the great Men, who had rebella 
and join’d the Moors, renouncing their Faith, all whom the Em- 
peror admitted to Grace, it being no new Thing with thofe People 
to change their Party and their Religion, according to Succefs. A+ 
mong thefe was Raz Adeguna, Father to Ifaac the Babar Nagays, 
who, tho’a great Offender was pardon’d forthe Sake ofhis Son, 
that had continu’d Loyal, and brought in the Portuguefes, Another 
came and fubmitted himfelf, who was faid to have been the Caufe 
of Don Chriftopher’s Death ; whom alfo the Emperot forgave at the 
Requeft of many great Men, which the Portaguefes remon{trating; ~ 
againit, he anfwer'd, Thathaving given his word, he could not de-. 
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part fromit. Hereupon two Portuguefes went into that Erhiopian’s 
Tent, and ftabb’d him in many Places with their Daggers. [This 
was certainly a great Piece of Infolencein thofe Aden; tho it went an- 
panife'd,in regard of their late Merit, and was doubtlefs an Incourage- 
ment to them to commit other Villanies, for which it is likely they were 
afterwards fo hardly uf'd as they complain of. |} 

The Month of Augutt coming on, towards the End whereof 
was the Anniverfary of Doz Chriftopher’s Death, which the Empe- 
ror refolv'd to commemorate, after their Manner, he fent toall the 
Country about, for the Clergy, and Poor to repair to his Camp. 
The Number of the latter amounted to above 6000, toall whom 
he gave bountifull Alms, anda noble Entertainment to about 600 . 
Monks, and a great number of Clergy-men; this Treat being the 
Principal Invitation to the Funeral Ob{equies, which they per- 
form their Way, faying over all David’s Pfalter entire, without 
any Lefions, Antipbons, or Verfes, or any other Diftinction, but 
only Abundance of Hellalajahs, fo often repeated, that they make 
fufficient Amends for the want of Leffons, for they are no lefs free 
efthem upon forrowiull Occafions, than upon the Joyful. 

The Ethiopians had promis, under their Diltrefs, to fubmit 
themfelves to the See of Rome, as appears by the Embaflies above 
mention’d, the Emperor David fent to that City, and to Portugal. 
They alfo. ingag’d to give the Portugsefes the third Part of their 
Empire, in Cafe it wasrecover’d by their means from the Afsors ; 
but when deliverd they perform’d neither. The Partriarch Don 
John Bermudez {eeing the fuccefs of the Portwguefe Arms, put the — 
Emperor Claudius in Mind of his Fathers Promife to fubmit — 
himielf to.the See of Rowe, and requird his Performance, 
to which the Emperor return’da very haughty Anfwer ; where 
upon, the Patriarch after feveral Admonttions,. excommuni- 
cated the faid Emperor , andthreatned to do the fame by the Por- | 
ee if they ferv’d him any longer. The Emperor valu’d not 
the Excommunication, but perceiving the Portaguefes, of whom 
he ftill tood in need delign’d to return to /adia, healter’d his Tone, 
pretended to repent, honour’d the Patriarch, renounced his Er- 
rors, and folemnly {wore to embrace the Catholick-Faith, com- 
manding all Perfons by found of Kettle-Drums to own the Pope 
as Head of the Church; but all this was counterfeit, and happen‘’d . 
before the Death of the Moor Granbe. As foon as he faw that In- 
fidels Head he difcover’d bimfelf, defpifing the Patriarch, fending 
to Alexandria for another Abana, and mifufing the Portuguefes, 
Not {fo fatisfy’d, he commanded his Army todeltroy them all, yet: 
they (tanding together, made their Party good again{t 20000 Erhi- 
opians, killing many, and obliging the Relt to delitt. br 
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The Emperor thus difappointed of his Aim, the better to bring 
it about, fell again to bis Diffimulation, pretending to repent, 
that he might with lefs Danger take themin the Snare ; yet could 
not but fhow his Deceittulnefs; for being inform’d, that the new ) 
Abuna Fofeph was come from Alexandria, he went away to receive The Portu- 
him at Debaroa with great Solemnity.. The Patriarch Don Fohn guele Patri 
Bermudez immediately tollow’d and the Emperor hearing of it, or- 4” ch “with 
der’d him to be fecur’d, and put into one of thofe natural For- draws, 
trefleswe have fpoken of cald dmbas. As foon as the Portu- 
guefes were inform’d of it, they forc’d that Place, and refcw’d him. 
The Patriarch perceiving how little good he was like to make of 
that Dignity, refolv’d to withdraw himfelfinto Jadis, before the 
Emperor brought him into {ome greater Inconveniency. Accord- 
ingly he privately retir’d into the Kingdom of Tigre, and to De- 
baroa, where he lay conceal’d about two Years, and in the Year 
1556 went over to Goa,and thenceto Portugal, where King Sebafi- ` 
an, who had fucceeded King Jobn the 3d, allowd him an Ho- 
nourable Maintenance. 





Cuar IV. itle 


How the Portuguefes /iv’d in Ethiopia, after what * 
has been faid above ; King John the 3d is for fend- 
ing a Patriarch thither, Jome Jefuits fet owt for that 

- Mifion ; an Embaffy fent into Ethiopia proves unfuc- 
cefs full, . ; 


O E Don Chriftopher de Gamas: Men, about 170 remaind, to 
whom the Emperor Clamdias gave confiderable Lands,on which Portuguefe 
they liv’d plentifully, after the Country Fafhion, moft of them well reward- 
having Horfes, Mules and Servants to attend them bothin Peace, d 
and War, asall the Fathers who werein Ethiopia about that Time 
do teftify. But under the fucceeding Emperor Adamas Segued, 
they fuffer’d very much ; and in the Reign of his Son Malac Segued, 
whoruld 34 Years, tho’ they were not altogethet fo hardly us'd 
yet they found not the Kindnefs they deferv’d ; for the Abiffenes 
never truly affected them. Idonotdeny, but that they gave yee 
ome 
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fome Occafion at firt, asundervaluing the Ethiopians, and taking 
too great Liberty, as is uf’d among Soldiers, in firange Countries, 
[We fee here, as was obferv'd before, that the Abyflines were not 
altogether to blame, being much provok’d by the Pride, and intolerable 
Crimes of thofe, who pretended to defend them, fo that perhaps they 
knew not whether the Moors were worfe Enemies,than thefe Auxiliaries] 
It is ufual in Ethiopia for the Emperors to take away, and 
change theLands of their Officers and Soldiers; which they after — 
practis'd upon the Portuguefes, always allotting them fuchas were — 
on the Frontiers, where they mult be continually upon their 
Guard, and obtain’d fignal Victories, under their Commander 
George Nogueyra, who was fucceeded by Francis Facome ; and the 


- Lands they gave them being the worftand molt expof’d, which 


m took away when improvd, and better fecur’d, the Soldiers 
fufter’d much Want, efpecially the old Men, Widows, and 
Children, who had no Allowance, and therefore the others Chari- 
tably thar’d what they had with them,whether little or much. The 
Portuguefes labouring under thefe Difficulties, wrote often to the 
Kings of Portugal, and Viceroys of India, begging Relief, fome of 
which Letters have feen, writ on Pieces of Parchment, and Slips 
of Paper, by their Captain Francis Facome, and Gafpar de Mez- 
fe Names are not now legible. However 
they were never broughtaway, but that they might not feem to be 
wholly neglected, it was order’d, that they fhould have every 
Year 1200 Pardaos of A¢amudes, being {fo many Pieces of Eight, re- 
turn'd them, out of the Cuftom-Houfe at Diz, which has been 
accordingly practis’d, but is a very {mall Support, confidering the 
Number of thofe defcended from the Portugwefe. The Kings of 
Portugal alfo ordain’d, that Fefuits fhould be fent into Erhiopia to 
confirm the Portuguefes in the Faith, and convert the Aby/fines ; 
and as long as thofe Fathers -had any Intereft with the Emperors, 
they always favour’d the Portuguefes ; efpecially, when the Patri- 
arch Don Alfonfo Mendez wasthere, in the Reign of the Emperor 
Sultan Segued, who affign’d many Lands for the Refidences of the 
Fathers, and the Maintenancé of the Portuguefes. Befides Raz 
Sela Chriffos, that Emperor’s Brother, cald many of them to his 
Army, and gave them good Lands, fo that no Ethiopians made a 
better {how at Court,or in the Camp, yet afterwards when Things 
alter’d, as fhall be fhown they came to want Neceflaries, and ene 
durd great Hardfhips, having only the Comfort of wifhing, or 
hoping to be carry’d away into Portugal ; but there they {till re- 
main 1n Servitude, wholly forfaken, and abandon’d, 
This was the Pofture of Affairs in Ethiopia, when at Lisbon they 
imagin’d it was wholly reduc’d to the Obedience of the See ol Rea 
an 
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and that for perfecting its Converfion there only wanted the King 4: Purriarch 

of Portugal’s fending a Patriarch, and Miffioners, which the King and Bi/hops 
_ prefently refolved to do after having fent the 400 Soldiers, above chofen for 

mention’d. If any rightly remark that the Patriarch Don Foha Exhiopia. 


Bermudez being Rill living, it looks unlikely that another fhould 
be fent, without taking notice of him, we {hali fatisfy them by 
declaring that the Pope confecratd him Patriarch of Alescandriasand 
Don Fohn Nunex Barveto,was now fent as Patriarch of Ethiopia. King 
Fohnthe 3d of Portugal having propos’d his Defign to Pope Fulixs, 
the 3d, and to S. Ignacius, they pitch’d upon F. Nunex Barreto 


to be Patriarch of Ethiopia, F. Andrew de Oviedo for Bithop of 


Hierapolis and F. Melchior Carneyro of Nice. 

Whilft all Things were difpofing for their Confecration, and 
Departure, 12 Religious Men were immediately fent for Ethiopia by 
the Founder of the Society, and thefe were F. Antony de Quadros, 


F. Emanuel Fernandez, Micer Fohn a Fleming, Michael Calatayud, £2 Jefnits 
a Catalonian, and Ferome de Cuenca, with the Brothers Foha Gon- fent. 


zalves, Bartholomew Carrilo, Francis Lopez, Gonzalo Cordero, Anto- 
ny Fernandez, and Fohn de Bufamante; befides three other Religi- 
ous Men of the Province of Cafile, cald F. Andrew Gonzales, 
born at Medina del Campo ; F. Pafcual, a Catalonian, and Brother 
Alfonfo Lopez. Thefe fail’d from Lisbon aboard the India Ships, 
onthe firit of April 1555, but one of the Ships, in which were the 
3 laft Fathers above mention’d was ca{t away 500 Leagues from 
Goa, on the Flats call’d of Pero dos Banhos. The othersarrivd fafe 
in India. At Lisbon the Patriarch and Bifhops were foon after con- 
 fecrated, and the King generoufly furnith’d them with Veltments, 
Plate for the Service ofthe Altar, Books, and all other Necefla- 
ries. It is tobe obfervd, that the two Bifhops were appoint- 
ed Coadjutors to the Patriarch, and to fucceed him, one after 
another in the faid Dignity, wh full Power to Coniecrate other 
Bifhops, ordain Prilts, and ufe all Patriarchal, and Epifcopal 
Jurifdiction. et 
Confidering the great Diftance betwixt Portugal, and Ethiopia, 
and the Inttability of human Affairs, King John had order’d Don 
Peter Mafcarnchas, the new Viceroy of Jadia tofound the Minds of 
the Erhiopians touching, their receiving the new Patriarch, for 
Fear of any Change in them. The Viceroy accordingly made 


Choice ofone Fames Diaz, a Prie, togo in the Quality of En- E Goal 


voy, or Embaffador, into Ethiopia, and with him fent a very able 

and religious Father of the Society, call'd Gonzalo Rodriguez, with . 

the Lav- Brother Falgenocio Freyre, who had ferv'd the King wel! 

in India, and afterwards led a very pious Life in the Society. 

Thefe bad the King of Portugals, and the Viceroys, Credentials, 
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The Travels of the ‘fefuits in Ethiopia. 
and faiPd from Goa with a good Convoy of Men of War and other 
Veflels on the 7thot February 1555, and in 30 Days came to an 
Anchor at Arguico, a Port then belonging to the Abi/fine Emperor, 
Having refted a few Days, they continu’d their Journey by Land, 
and being come tothe Place where the Bahar Nagays, ox Gover- 
nour ofthe maritime Provinces, was, were by him favourably re- 
ceiv'd, with Expreffions of Affection. Thence they proceeded 
to the Place where the Emperor was. We will now deliver the Ac- 
count of their Journey and Proceedings froma Letter writ by the 
aforefaid Father Gonzalo Rodriguez out of Ethiopia to the Fathers of 
the Society in Portugal, and dated the 13th of September 1556, 
where we fhall find many Particulars” concerning that Em- 


pire of unqueft/onable Truth, and well worth our Knowledge.. 
He writesto this Effect. 


© On the r7th of May we arriv’d where the Emperor of Ethiopia: 
was, whom we found inc amp’, with Abundance of Tents a 
* bout bim, he orderd usto be receiv’d, and the next Day we 
* had Audieance ofhim. He fate on a Couch, with Curtains about 
‘ it, and all the Tent adorn’d with Silk Hangings, and Carpets .. 
“ James Diaz deliver’d him his Letters, which he order’d to be 
* read, in the prefence of all the Portaguefes. In them our King 
< inform’d him, that, the next year, he would fend oneof his own. 
* Houtehoid, with a Number of religious Men of holy Lives, a 
* fmgular Learning. He look’d much out ef Countenance, and 
< was fo diforder'd, that when we fpoke to him, he anfwer’d no- 
< thing tothe Purpofe, and fowe took our Leave, and 2, or 24 
© Days after he went away to vifit a Grand-mother of his, 8, or ro 
* Days Journey off, leaving us in an open Field wholly unprovid- 
‘ed, without any Body fo much as to compliment us in his 
< Name. An honelt Portuguefe made amends, catrying us to his 
* Boufe, which was 2, or 3 Leagues off, where we were entertain- 


£ 


* ed, and he return’d tothe Emperor. Here we continu’d abouta _ ; 


* Month, the Emperor fpent in his Journey, and I compos'd a 
* Treatile of the Erhiopian Errors, and the Infallibility of our holy 
* Faith, to prefentic tothe Emperor ; and was at the fame time. 
< inform’d by a Portuguefe, who was much in his Favour, that 
* he faid, he had no Occafion for the Fathers, and would not fub- 
« mit totheSee of Rome ; and others affur’d me, that feveral great 
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< leave their ancient Cuftoms for ours. This confirm’d mein 
s the Refolution of giving him all in Writing, that F might have 
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© Men declard, they would rather be fubje tothe Moors, the — 
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« {poken by word of Mouth, had Eknown the Language, that by | 


s his Aníwers, I might fully know his Defigns, which he had fo. 
į long 
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‘Jong Difguis’d. I therefore defir’d the Emperor would affign 
© metwo learned Monks to tranflate what I had writ, and alio 
t Jet me fee a Book, which they call, the Adultery of the Francs, 
compos’d by the Schifmaticks of Alexandria, from whom they 
receive their Abuna, and therefore Pay Tribute to the Turés ; 
and the faid Book rejects the Councill of Chalcedon, pretending 
that it made four Perfons of the Blefied Trinity, and charging us 
with many more Errors. 

© He refus’d the Book, and was very angry that we knew the 
Contents of it; butappointed the Monks, yet they would not 
put their Hand to tranflating, either for Fear of the Emperor, or 
becaufe he had fo order’d. However with the Affiftance of the 
Captain of the Portuguefer i got it done, an honelt Portuguefe, 
who underftood the Language well, being my Interpreter. Then 


A 
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elfe talk no mote of that Bufinefs. That he might have no Ex- 


gult, when we went to him, attended by the Captain of the Por- 
€ tugnefes, and 7, or 8 others. Being come into his Prefence, I 
€ began to make a fhort Speech,declaring what I came abour, but 
© he cut me off fhort, and talk’d of fomething elfe, as being pre- 
€ par'd againft alll defign’d to fay. Helook’d upon the Treatife 
€ I gave him, defended his Optnions, aad made Slight of all I 
€ could fay, till I asking him pofitivly, whether he would fubmit 
€ himfelf to the See of Rome, and receive thole learned Men the 
© King of Portugal was fending. He faid he had learned Men e- 
nough of hisown, and would never obey any but the Patriarch 
of Alexandria, as he had always done. Finding him pofitive,f 
withdrew,and then he commended me very much to the Captain 
of the Portuguefes, read the Treatife I left him very often, and 
fhow'd it to his Mother, Brothers, and great Men, whereupon 
the Absnaexcommunicated any that fhould readit,and the Emperor 
asking his Leave fo todo hedeny’d him, for which Reafon the 
faid Emperor call’d him Aor and Heretick, who would read the 
Alcoran, and forbid the reading of fo excellent a Chriftian 
Writing ; and therefore Guce he was Prelate and bana bid him 
anfwer, what a plain Clergy man propos d. 
© This afir being now the only Talk at Court, and Parties di- 
vided ¿bout it, the Emperor refolv’d to confult certain Monks, 
look’d upon as holy Men concerning it, and order'd my Treaiife 
to be fair copy'd, tho’ T fear’d he might caufe fome Paffiges of it 
to be left out. When the Emperor was to-give me his pofitive Ane 
fwer, he put me cf with Delays, whereupon I went to ng my 
ee cave 
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having ask’d a Monk to write it out fair, the Emperor after ap- Cyntrover fy 
pointing one, fentus Word, we might fhowit him asit was, Or jho4s Religi- 


cufe wedid fo, on the Day he appointed’d, being the 2oth of Au- ae. 
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F. Rodrigu-‘ 


es returns to 
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Politiek 
Eear of tke 
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© Leave ofhim, in Order to return into Jadia, when hedetir’d F 
“ would givehim a Month longer. A few Days after he decamp‘d, 
t and remov’d two Days Journey from that Place. We follow’d: 
€ him, and in thisnew Camp came to me three Monks, one of them 
‘ alearned Man who had a mind to difcourfe me upon Matters of 
* Faith. He told me he approwd of all our Doctrine, except only, 
€ not keeping the Saturday, and eating Swines Flefh, and Hare ; 
* but proceeding difcoverd many of their Errors; vig. That the | 
€ Souls of Men, departing this Life, could not immediately fee the’ - 
“ Face of God,, but went to the Terrettrial Paradife ; that the Holy 
* Gholt did not proceed from the Son, but ouly from. the Father y 
< that theSon, as Man, was equal to the Father ; that only the ~ 
< Moors and Infidels were to bein Hell forever. I{atisty d- _ 
‘ him fo well, as to all thefe Points, that whilpeting me in — 
© the Ear, lelt the other Monks, who were ignorant, might hear, he- 
© faid, that was the Truth, and he would preferve it in his Heart. 

< The Time appointed beingcome; I took leave of the Emperor,: 
© who gave me free Liberty, and {faid he had fent a Man to receive: 
€ the Fathers the King of Portugal was to iend him, and defign‘d to- 
© hear them.- Inmy way Iadminilterd the Sacraments to the Por- 
€ tuguefesand Marry’d feveral of them,wholiv’d with Abyfine Wo- 
men. Atone of their Manfions Freceivd a Compliment from 
t the Suprerior of the greate{t Monaltery of Monks, and another of 
& Nuns call’d Debra Libanos, and therefore went to vilit bim, ac- 
< cormmpany’d by all the Portaguefes. We found not the Superior- 
¢ athome; but faw the Monafteries, which are not like oursin- 
© Europe, for every Monk lives in a Houfe by himfelf, and works, 
“ for himfelf, fo that the Monattery is like a Village of thatch’d: 
< Houfes, the Monks on the one Side,.and the Nunson the other,. 
< and they fay, they get many Children among them. Thefe are 
‘ not Francifeans, nor Augujfinians, but of Tecla Haimanet, which. 
< in their Language fignifies, Plant of the Faith, and he was of 
< the Order ofS. Anthony, This Man the Abyffines reckon a great- 
* Saint, and fay, the notablelt Miracle he wrought wasthe killing: 
‘ ofa great Serpent, ador’d as a God by the Heathens, whom he — 
< converted to the Faith they now hold in Ethiopia. : 

Thus far F. Gonzalo Rodriguez's Letter, who refolv’d to get a- 
way into Jadia, before the Emperor chang’d his Mind and {top’d 
him, fome Perfons having perf{waded him, that the King of Por- 
tugal intended to make himfelf Sovereign of Ethiopie, and him 
Tributary, as he had done by feveral Kings in India adding, that 
the King of Portugal already MPd himfelf Lord of the Conqueft,. 
and Commerce of Ethiopia and Arabia, and therefore fince fo feve- 


Poxtuguefes as came with Don Chriffopher de Gama had done fuch 


great. 
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great Feats, what mult- they expect if a greater Number fhould 
come and joyn thole who were there and knew the Country 5 for 


which Reafon they might jultly fufpect, that the Father, and the- 


reft that came with him were no better than Spies, under pretence 
of Religion. Thefe Confiderations render’d the Emperor averfe 
to the Portuguefes, and therefore F. Gonzalo Rodrigues went away 
to Baroa, there to expect Shipping, where he tound Don Fohn 
Bermudez, who, as has been faid, was alio withdrawn out of Erhi- 
_ opia, Fehn Peixoto coming. to AZazua with two finall Vefiels, the 
Patriarch and his Fathers went aboard him, and arriv‘d fafe at 
Goa, : i 








CHuap V 


Don John Nunez Barreto, the new Patriarch, arrives- 


at Goa, and the Bifbop Don Andrew de Oviedo 
goes into Ethiopia ; how he was receiv’d by the Ema 


peror Claudius; the Death of that Monarch ; Ada-- 
mas Segued fucceeds, his Tyrannical Goverument, - 


and Overthow. 


THEY little thought in Portugal, that the Affairs of Ethiopia 
were in the Pofture we have here reprefented, and therefore 


for the more Grandeur the King appointed Ferdinand de Soufa de Emb 


Caftello Branco to go along with the Patriarch as his Embaflador 
to the Abyfine Emperor. They fail'd from Lisbon, with the Bi- 
{hop Don Andrew de Oviedo, F. Gonzalo de Sylveira, and.others, 
on the s5th of Mareh 1556, and arriv’d at Goa on the 13th of 
September that fame Year, where they found F. Gonzalo Rodriguez, 
newly return'd from Ethiopia, who gave them a far different Ac- 
count of that Country than they expected. However, the Patri- 
arch and his Companions confulting together, refolv’d to pro- 
ceed ; but the Governor of Jndia,. Francis Barreto and his Council 


Portuguefe- 


alfador 
Hp. 


and 


were of another Opinion, not thinking it fit to expofe the Patri- - 


arch and the Embaflador to any Affront, and therefore only fent 


the Bifhop Don Andrew de Oviedo, with fome Companions, in he B 


Fous {mall Veflels, who landed at rgaico about the latter end 
f j 9 


ifbop inë > 
opt hiopia. 
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of March 1557, and thence travell’d by Land to Debaroa, where 
the Bahar Nagayt, or Governor of the Coaft refided. The fecond - 
Days Journey they met Four of the Portuguefes who liv’d in E- 
thiopia, and came to the Coaft to fee whether any Supply was 
fent thera, according to what has been mention’d before. They 
were all overjoy’d to meet, and travell’d together to Debaroa, 
where that /faac was Rill Bahar Nagays, who brought Don Chri- 
flopher de Gama, and the Portuguefes into Ethiopia, in the Year 
1541. He receiv’d the Bifhop and his Company very courte- 
cufly, and from thence the faid Bifhop immediately fenta Letter 
to the Emperor, acquainting him with bis Arrival at Debaroa, the 
Patriarchs being ready in Jndia to come over, and his own Defiga 
to repair to his Court. ~ What happen’d to the {aid Bithop in this 
Place, on the way and at Court, thall be briefly deliverd out of ` 
of a Letter written by F. Emanuel Fernandez, Superior of that Mit- 
fion, to F. Fames Laynez, General of the Society, in the Year, 
15623 for there was no potibility of writing fooner, by reafon of 
the Turks coming to conquer that Coalt of Tigre ; fo that no Let- 
rer could be fent to Jedia, much leis into Exrope, for Six Years. 
The aforefaid F. Superiors Account abitracted in ihort is as fol- 
lows. ~ Oe 


€ We came to Debaroa onthe 25th of Marth 1557, where the “ 
€ Bifhop was honourably receiv’d-by the Bahar Nagays, and the 
‘ People all kifs’d his Hand with extraordinary Reipect, which 
< we look’d upon as a good Omen. There we ftayd 20 Days, 
* performing the Office of the Holy Week the belt we could, and 
© the People reforted to our Church with great Devotion, the Bi- 
© thop adminittring the Sacraments ta the Portuguefes, and re- 
€ ceiving Vifits from the Babar Nazays, and other great Men. 
¢ Winter coming on, and the Turks advancing up the Country, 
© we fet out for the Emperors Camp, and came in 50 Days to 
© him, as {hall be faid. Having mestion’d the coming of the 
€ Turks, X muk inform your Reverence, that when we came to 
© Maxua, an land on the Coaft of Erhoipia, and the anchoring 
€ Place of all Ships trading hither from Jndia and Arabia, we there 
© found a Turkifh Baff2, with 500 or more Men, defign’d to con- 
< quer Ethiopia, and expected the Arrival of our Ships ; when fee- 
* ing thofe that came could do him no harm, he landed, and that 
* oblig’d us to depart haflily from Debaroa, and tho we have been 
© here above 5 Years, we do not know that any Letter of ours is - 
€ palt into Jndia, notwith{tanding we have tryd fo many ways, 
t that we fear three Men fent by us are kill'd. Thefe Turks I 
€ {peak of, tho’ they have done much harm in the Country, and 
taken 
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c taken abundance of Captives, have fail*d in their’ Enterprize, 
c Jofing moft of their Men and much Treafure, being beaten out, 
© and could never have return’d, were it not for what {hall be 
© mention’d hereafter. 

© In our way to the Court, we adminiftred the Sacraments to 


© many Portaguefes, whith took us up feveral Days. About 8 A: the Em- 
© Days Journey {hort of the Emperor's Camp, he dent a Nobleman peror’s Court. 


© to Compliment the Bifhop, who brought many Mules to carry 
c us and our Baggage. At the lalt Days Journey, he dent us an 
© Order to hop till we heard from him, Two Days after he fent 
€ to call us, and when we were within a Musket-{hot, another 
< Meflenger came with Orders for us to pitch our Tents, which 
_ © now made a good Show, we being joynd by many Portuguefes. 
_ © There we continu’d that Night, and the next Day at Noon 
`c many of the Emperor’s Kindred, and principal Othcers well 
c mounted and accouterd, came to the Bifhop’s Tent, and two 
© of the preate(t going in, deliver’d their Meflage, that the Empe- 
© yor fent for him. We went immediately, where he with his 
© Mother and Brothers was looking out from a high Place, and 
< tho’ it was not ufual, would have all Ride into the firit Court, 
© he feeing all from another within. After ftaying there a while, 
< he commanded us to alight and go into the fecond Court, in 
© which the Tent he livd in {tood, and madeus ftand there a 
. while again, whilft he look’d at us through Silk Hangings. 
© On both fides the Entrance of his Tent {tood a great number 


© of Old Men and Perfons of Quality, with Truncheons in their His Atten- l 
< Hands, very orderly. As we all ftood thus filent, two of his dance. 


€ Servants came out of the Tent, one whereof was the Bahar Na- 
c gays, and making Obeyfance to the Bifhop, conducted us in to 
€ the Emperor, who receiv'd us very courteoufly and lovingly ; 
© and after fome fhort Difcourfe, the Bifhop deliver'd him ‘the 
€ Letters from the Governor of Tadia, our Patriarch, and others, 
e which having receiv‘d, he prefently began to look difpleas’d, 
© being fai from any Thoughts of a Reconciliation with the Church 
© of Rome; yet being Noble, Difcreet, and a Lover of the Porta- 
© guefes, he endeavour'd to coneeal it, tho’ not fo much ‘but that- 
€ double Dealing might be perceiv’d. y 

"< However, he always behav’d himfelf civilly towards the Bi- 
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© hop, and whilft he liv'd none duri {how him Difrelpeét ; be- Zis Good 
€ fides that he furnifh’d us plentifully, becaufe he was naturally Oyolities, 


t€ Generous, efpecially where the King of Portugal was concern d, 
“as owing an Obligation to him. He was fo good natur’d, and fo 
€ much concern’d for the Sufferings he apprehended the Bithop 
- © might be expos'd to, that going to engage the Moors, by "iaa 
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“he was kill’d, he faid, Alas, poor Bifhop! What will become of 
€ him if I die? This Emperor Claudius was fo well qualify’d, ba- 
€ ting his Obftinacy in Religion, that Tam pofitively of Opinion 
© there was not a wifer Man in the Empire, or fo fit to Govern. 
© He was very well inftructed in the Portuguefe Manners and 
© Cuftoms, and usd fo much Courtefy towards the Bifhop, that 
‘in the Height of his Obduracy, we {till hop’d for fome good 
© of hun. 


Thus far the Father: Letter, the remaining Part we fhall infert 
below, after mention ine fome Things that happen’d to make it 
more plain. After tic iirft Interview, the Bifhop began to Dif- 
courfe the Emperor about the main Point ot forfaking his Errors, 
and fubmitting to the Pope, who an{werd, That his Forefathers 
had always own’d the Chair of S. Mark at Alexandria, and he 
could fee no Gccafion to difcuiet the People, who were peaceable, 
and fatisfy’d with their buna; yet fince he came fo far to Erhi- 
opia, whither never any Per on of fuch Quality came on the like 
Embafiy, he would advife with his Council and learned Men, 
in order to give him a final Anfwer. The Bifhop perceiv’d this 
was oniy todelay Time, and excufe htmielf on the Opinions of 
others, who he knew were harcen’d in their Errors, and there- 
fore fent him a long lecer in their learned Language, to endeas 
vour to move hint io tome beiter Difpofition. At the Bithop’s® 
Requeft there were {-veral Meetings of the learned Men, all whom 
the faid Bithop eafily confounded, and then the Emperor would - 


take up the Argument, and manage i: fo dexteroufly, that he 
fometimes fet the Bifhop hard; and tho he “ill ran them all down, 


yet they gave out, that they had got the better; fo that all came 
to nothing. This put the Bifhop upon Writing againft all their 
Errors, and delivering it to the Emperor, who return’d an An- 
{wer in the fame manner, revolving never to fubmit to the See 
of Rome, Thefe Things happend «bout the latter end of December 


4558. when the Bifhop thought fit to withdraw himfelf from 


‘Court, as he did about the beginning of February, and publith’d 


Too hotly 
pur fed. 


a Circular Letter advifing the Portuguefes, and fome other Catho- 
licks there, to be cautious in converfing with the Schifma- 
ticks, and exhorting the Aby/ines to forfake their Errors; and at 
the fame time condemning them as refractory, and obftinate ae 
gain{t the Church, a 
Let us now fee what became of the Emperor. After the Death 
of the Moor Granhe, another Infidel call’d Nur, Chief Governor 
of the Kingdom of Adel, burning with the Defire of revenging 
his Fathers Death, who had been kill’d with Granhe at Oer 
wate 
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watch’d all Opportunities, and fent Spies into. Ethiopia to give him 
an Account of the Pofture of. Affairs there; by. whom he was The Emperor 
inform’d, that tho’ the Emperor Claudins’s Forces were numerous, routed and 
yet they were undifciplin’d and unfit for Service. Upon this In- Zil/'d. 
telligence he gather'd a great Army of Foot, and 1700 Horfe, with 
which he enter’d Aby/finia, deflroying all before him, and march- 
ing directly towards the Emperor, whoboldly fet forward to meet 
him, as they did in a fpacious Plain, fit for their purpofe. Both 
Parties being bent upon engaging, they prefently fell on; but the 
Abyffines wanting Difcipline, as foon as they felt the Fury of the 
Enemies Onfet, threw away their Arms and turn’d their Backs, 
forfaking their Sovereign, who behav’d himfelf with the utmoft 
Bravery, in the midh of the Infidels, killing feveral of them with 
his own Hand, affilted only by 18 Portuguefes, who the’ they did 
all that Men could do, yet being encompa{s'd by a multitude of 
Moors were overpowerd, and fell all of them with the Emperor. 
The Victors purfuing their Advantage, flew many, took abun- 
dance of Prifoners, and made themfelves Matters of the Camp, 
where they found a confiderable Booty. _ The Moor Nar return- 
ing home Victorious, enter’d the City riding ona little Afs in 
humble manner, amid{t the Acclamations of the People, giving 
for his Reafon, That God alone had given the Victory, and there- 
fore all the Glory ought to be his, fince he fought and conquer'd 
for him. A wonderful Example of Moderation in an Infidel, fit 
to confound Chriftians, who are puffd up with Vanity upon e- 
very little Succefs. Thus ended the unfortunate Emperor Clag- 
dius, or according to the Abyfines Glandios, which was his Chri- 
(Han Name, tho’ often call'd Afnaf Segued, being the Name he took 
at his Acceffion to the Crown. 
After the Death of Claudians, his Brother Minas, which figni- 
fies Faithful, fucceeded him in the Throne, and at his Inaugura- Minas fec- 
tion took the Name of Adamas Segued. He was of a perverfe and seeds Chiu: 
cruel Difpofition, whereof. he had given {fome Inftances in his dius : 
Infancy ; and having been Prifoner, and bred up among Afoors i 
and Tarks, he had their Native Infolence inftill’d into him, with 
- their Falfhood and Fiercenefs. In fhort, he behav’d himfelf fo 
_ Tyrannically, not only towards the Portuguefes, but hisown Peo- 
ple, that they had all Reafon to lament the lofs of his Brother 
Claudins. EF. Emanuel Fernandex gives us an Account of bis Bar- 
barity towards the Bifhop and other Catholicks, in the fame Let- 
ter we gave part of above, and he being an Eye-witnefs of une 
doubted Reputation, we will here abridge the reft of it. 
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© Claudius dying without Iflue, fays this Father, was fucceeded 
by a Brother, who at the Time when the Portuguefes deliver’d 
thofe Kingdoms from the Oppreffton of the Moors, was Prifoner: 
in Arabia ; but when Claudius at the Expence of the Blood of 
our Men had recover'd his Dominions, he ranfom’d him; fo- 
that he might be faid to have been bought with the Blood of the 
Portuguefes, rather than Gold; Yet all the Gratitude he fhow’d, 
was, that being come to the Crown, he feem’d to aim at no- 
thing more than the utter Deltruction of thofe few Catholicks 
that remain’d in bis Kingdom. The Emperor Claadizs had gi- 
ven free leave to all Evhiopian Women that marry’d Ports- 
gucfes, to embrace, if they thought fir, the Doétrine of Rome. 
and the fame to all their Slaves and Families: But the firt 
Thing Adamas Segued did, was forbidding all Native Ethiopians 
whaticever, repairing to the Portuguefe Churches, upon fevere 
Penalties, alledging, that his Brother came to that untimely 
End, for permitting the Exercife of the Catholick Religion in 
his Dominions. This was fo vigoroufly executed, that a Wo- 
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Wives of Portuguefes were imprifon’d on the fame Account, and 
many of their Children taken from them, which made feveral 
renounce their Religton, for fear of his Threats. Nor did he 
{top there, but becaufe two Armenians had been converted, he 
banifh’d the one and beheaded the other ; befides that, he con- _ 
tinually took from the Portyguefes thofe Lands they had receiv’d 
from his Brother Claadius, as a Reward for their Faithful Ser- _ 
vices. He kept the Bifhop Prifoner fix Months, and threatned _ 
to burn the other Fathers ; befides many other Wrongs too tedi- 
ous to relate. But God making ufe of bim only to chaftife the _ 
Tnfolencies fome Portuguefes committed in Ethiopia, he went 
not himfelf unpunifh'd ; for he being inhuman towards his 
own Subjects, about the latter end of the Year 1560, moft of _ 
the Nobility of Ethiopia rebell’d again{t him, and gave the 
Crown toa Youth call'd Habitacum Tafcaro, Baltard Son toan 
Elder Brother of his, deceafed. This Prince was joyn’d not 
only by the Prime Men of the Kingdom, but by the Captain of — 
the Portuguefes with 30 of his Men, the reft being at that time _ 
too far off. The Emperor hearing of this Confpiracy, march’d 

< firk againft the Bahar Nagays Ifaac, a Man noted for Martiat 

* Affairs, and who had deliver’d the Empire from great Misfor- 

“tunes. He was then towards the Sea Coaft, executing fome 

* Orders he had receiv’d from Tafearo, At the firi Encounter 

* Ifaac had the better, but in the fecond was forc’d to fly. This $ 

$ done, Adamas turn back againt Tafcaro, and on the 2d of — 


july 











His Subjects 
Rebel, 
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© Faly 1561. routed and took him Prifoner. In the mean while, 
€ the Bahar Nagays, who had efcap'd out of the Battel, and 
€ waited about theSea, in hopes of fome Portuguese Supplies that 
© were expected from India ; failing of them, and fearing to be 
< furpriz’d by the Emperor, concluded a League with the Turks 
< above {poken of, and being joyn’d by them, proclaim’d another 
€ Brother of that Tafcaro,who had been put to Death, TheEmperor 
© Adamas march’d againtt Jfaac andthe Turks to Tigre with nume- 
€ rous Forces, and on the 2oth of April 1562, was routed with- 













< out fighting ; for both he and his Men being terrify’d with the And rout 
¢ Cannon fled, and left their Camp to the Enemy. All this while hin. 


© we had been in the Emperor's Camp, fo hardly usd, that we 
< durft not pitch our Tents without his Directions. 

Upon this Defeat we were made Prifoners by Turks and 
F fini who fought againt the Emperor, and God fav’d 
* our Lives by means of tke Portugnefes that were there. We 
€ had been before robb’d four times, and were now reduc'd to 
< Extremity, only the Bahar Nagays gave us our Chalice and fome 
t finall Things, the reft we ranfom‘d the belt we could. Your 
€ Reverence may guefs what a miferable Condition we are in, 
© being Forty in Family, and fore’d to relieve, when we are able, 
© the Portuguefe Widows and Orphans, and no body to ask an 
€ Alms of; for the Portuguefes have more occafion to beg than 
give, and the Natives are more inclin‘d to take and {teal than 
€ to part with any thing. For our Table, we have fcarce a Belly 
full of parch’d Barley. The Bifhop is not fit to be feen. We 
beg your Bleffing, and the Prayers of all the Society, and ha- 
ving no way left to write, your Reverence may take this, if 
it comes to your Hands, for the lalt. Erhiopia, Fuly the 291th, 
1562. 
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Emanuel Fernandez, Francis Lrpez, 
Antony Fernandez, Gonzalo Cardozo. 
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He infults 
the Bifbop. 


Br. Freyre: i 
fent t Ethi- perplex’d the Patriarch Don Fohn Nunez Barreto at Goa, who ne- — 
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Perfecation under the Emperor Adamas Segued; Brae 
ther Fulgentius Freyre fez? from India, taken by the 
Turks; F. Andrew Gualdames attempting to go to 

| Ethiopia killa by thofe Infidels ; the Death and Cha- 


vacter of the Patriarch and his C ompanions. 




























F Emanuel Ferrandez was very brief in relating the Sufferings 
© e of the Catholicks in Erhiopir, under the cruel Emperor 4- 
damas Segued, their mortal Enemy, whereof a particular Infor- 
mation was afterwards taken in Ethiopia from the Depofitions of 
Eye-witnefles. Among, the re{t of his Extravagancies, he once < 
fent for the Bifhop, and bidding him never more to prefume to: — 
teach his Doctrine in that Empire: That Prelate aniwer’d, he 
could never forbear Preaching the Word of God. At this. the ` 
Emperor was fo enragd, that he drew his Sword, and ran at | 
him; but the Sword droping out of his Hand, he fell upon him ` 
with his Hands, f{triking and tearing his Cloaths, and laying hold ` 
of the Sword again, like a raving Mad-man, would have kilid 
him, had not the Emprefs and feveral Noblemen interpos’d. — 
Atier tbis he banifh’d the Bifhop, and his Companion F, Francis: 
Lopez to a barren Mountain, where they fufferd very much, this- 
being the 3d time he had been banifh’d.  ~ $: 
It was no {malt Addition, to` the relt of their Afflictions, that ` 
they could receive no News from Jndia or Portugal, for in the Year | 
1557; the Tarks poflefing themfelves of all the Sea Ports, cut off © 
all Communication betwixt Jadia and Ethiopia. This very much ` 












ver gave over importuning the Vice-Roys of Judia, either to {et 
him afhore on the Coalt of Abyfinia, or to fend fome Ships that — 
might bring him News of the Bifhop, and how Affairs ftood im — 
that Country. At length, im the Year #560, the Vice-Roy Don 
Conffantine de Braganza fitted out three Ships, in which the Pro. _ 
vincial of the Fefuits, at the Requelt of the Patriarch, fent Bro- 
ther Fulgentias Freyre, who had before been in Ethiopia, and re- _ 
turnd thence with F. Gonzalo Rodriguez, as has been faid, Thefe — 


Ships: 
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Ships fet fail in February 1560, bur the Turks being Matters of Ma- 
zsa, the Commander would not fufter Brother Falgentins to be tet 
afhore; yet he foundyMeans to give Letters toa Moor, who going 
away to the Port of 4rguico deliver'd them to the Servants of the 
Portuguefes, that were come thither to hear News from Jndia, and 
they carry’d them to the Bithop. 
As the Commander was making off he was purfu'd by four 
Turkifh Gallies,well mann’d, which falling upon his Veflels, took it, 
whilft thetwo others that attended him fled,and made their Efcapeto 
Goa. Brother Fulgentius Freyre was taken on Board this Veflel, very 
much wounded, and fent to Gran Cairo, where he continud in 
Slavery two Years, under very great Hardfhipis. The Brother was Taken hy the 
there till Pope Paal the 4th fent two Fathers, of the Society to, Turks. and 
Egypt, toreducethe Coptis into the Bofom, of the Church, who anfome d. 
finding him there writ over immediately to Rome ; by Order from 
whence, he was ranfom’d and fent thither, thence to Portugal 
and venturing back again to /ndia, 1 hisold Age, dy’d at Sea. 
The Bifhop, and Fathers in Erhiopia were no le(s defirous to 
hear News from Jndia, than the Patriarch,and others there toknow 
bow matters {tood with them. Befides that they would fain per- 
fwade King Foha to fend 5, or 600 Portuguefes, who might eafily 
make themfelves Mafters of the Sea Ports, refcue the other Porta- 
guefesand compel the Ethiopians to fubmitto the See of Reme,as they 
had promis’d. To-this Purpofe it wasthought abfolutely necefia- 
ry that one of the Fathers fhould attempt to get over into Ethiopia 
and F. Andrew Gualdames was pitch’d upon. He being come in 
Sight of Afaxua, witha Portuguefe that ofter’d to bear him Com- 
pany, and underftanding there was a Ship of Banaens there bound — - 
for India, for want of a better Meflenger, entrutted a Moor, upon Another Yes 
Promife of Reward to go to the Captain of the Banean Ship, and fuit taken, — 
agree with him to takethem in privately, fora confiderable Sum gad murder- 
to be paid in Jndia. The Perfidious Infidel, inftead of treating ’4, } 
with the Banean, betray d them to the Bafla of AZazwa by whom 
they were taken that Night, and immediately cut in Pieces. This 
good Father wasa Spaniard, born in the Town of Xeres de la Fronte- 
ra, and is faid, to have learnt the Abifine Tongue in {ix Months. 
Don Fohn Nunez Barreto, the Patriarch, having been fix Years 
at Goa, without any News from Evhiopia, or pofhibility of going 
thither in Perfon, dyed thereon the 20th of December 1562. By 
his death the Bifhop Don Andrew de Oviedo came to fucceedin the Malac Se- 
Patriarchfhip, as had been appointed bythe Pope. We faid before au dEmperor) 
how the Emperor Adamas Segued was routed by the Bahar Nagays 
Haac, and the Tarks, but his early Flight avail’d him not, for he 
was kill'din the Puriuit, and in his Stead, his Son Sorfa Danguil 
j was 
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who made this Requeft, inhabit the Kingdom ot Damat, whichis 
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was fet upon the Throne, and took the Name of Melchi, or Malac 
Segued, whofe Life was continually aim’d at by treacherous Con- 
trivances, and he obtain’d many Victories. @le was crown’d and 
anointed at darvam, withgreat Solemnity, according to the ane 
cient Cultom, which had been quite out of Ufe, for many Years, 
by Reafon of the Wars. This Emperor was generally fortunate in 
in his Wars, for he drove the Turks out of the Kingdom cf Tigre, 
and attack’d their Fortrefs at Arguico ; he was zealous for Chriltia- 
nity in his way, and neither encourag’d, nor perfecuted the Fa- 
thers, nor the Catholicks, being wholly taken up with his Wars, 
withcut ever admitting any Difcourfe of leaving his Errors, He 
reign’d almoft33 Years, and tho’ he feem’d to refpect the Father’s 
looking upon them as holy Men, yethe made no Account of their 
Doctrine. 

Allthis Emperor’s Reign being infefted with Wars, and he not 
caring to hearken to religious Matters, the Fathers flay*din the 
Kingdom of Tigre, with Jfaac the Bahar Nagays, with whom 
alfo kept moft ot the Portaguefes, and fettled on a Mountain they 
call AZaegoga, ata Town nam’d Fremwoaz, often mention’d by us. 
Some Knowledge they had in Jndia, in Portugal, and at Rome of 
the Difficulties the Patriarch, and his Companions labour’d under 
in Exhiopia, how little good they wereable todo, and how far the 
Emperot Claudius had been from performing what he promis’d, 





Nor were they Ignorant that the Emperor Adamas Segued had per- — 


fecuted the Fathers, and opprefs’d the Portuguefes, who deliver'd 
him from the Captivity of the AZoors. Thefe Things mov’d Prince 
Henry, who govern’d Portugal during the Minority of King Se- 
baftian to ask leave of Pope Pius the 5th forthe Patriarch to leave 
























Ethiopia, which his Holinefs readily granted, by his Bull, fign’d the 


1ft of February 1566, and directed to the {aid Patriarch. He re- 


b ceiv'da Copy of this Bullin the Year1567, and after declaring his 


Readinefs to comply withit, and depart for Fapan, or China, ac- 
guainted the Pope, that there might be {till Hopes of converting 
Ethiopia, were the Preachers fupported by 5, or 600 Portuguefes, 
alledging the good difpofition of many of the Peopleto embrace 


the Catholick Religion, who were withheld from it by Fear of Pu- | 


nifhment. Befides he added, there were Multitudes of Infidels eafy 


ei a eee 


to be brought into the Church, being well meaning People, and, 


not much addicted to Idolatry. He further alledg’d, he was inform- 
ed there were many of thofe in fome Parts of the Empire, who had 
defir'd of the Emperor to be made Chriftians, which he had re- 


fus'd for Worldly Intereft, becaufe they made many of them Slaves, ` 


which they thought they might not do with Chriftians. The People 


a 


















a a IE 
The Travels of the Jefuits in Ethiopia. 
a very large Country. The Gentiles of another Country call’d Si- 
naxi, where there is much Gold, about three Years {ince intreated 
a Kinfinan of the Emperor’s, who made War on them, to defitt 
and they would pay him Tribute, and become Chriltians, which 
he would not grant them, Of thefe Pagans, efp:cially thofe of 
Damut, the Moorifh Merchants, whereof there are great Numbers 
among the Chriftians, buy Multitudes, whom they carry down to 
the Sea, and fell them to the Turks, and Moors, and I am of Opis 
nion there areabove 100000 of them thus fold to thofe Infidels. 
Who afterwards become AMahomerans, and good Soldiers, doing 
much harm to the Chriftians, &c. 
Ts cannot bat be obferv’d here, that the Infolencies of the Portuguefes 
above hinted at, and now thefe demands of Aden to convert Ethiopia by 


Note of Ir 


e 
Force, together with the Demand of one third Partof the Abitine Em- ular e 


pire for the 
many other Circumftances of the fame Nature muf of Neceffity give the 
Ethiopians an Averfion to the Portuguefes, and a diflike to all they pro~ 
posd; as concluding that under the Colour of Religion they came to fub- 
due them, and to take that Crown from the Infidels for themfelves; e- 
fpecially ince as the Ethiopians obfere’d, the King of Portugal already 
took upon him the Title of Lord of the Commerce of Ethiopia and Arabia. 
ee he sw Men who endur'd fo many Hardfhips, may be allow'd to 
Ave a 

had all thofe diffolute Portuguefe Soldiers been carry'd away, and only 
they left to preach, and Teach, which yet ought tobe done with much 
Mildnefi, and Patience without expetting to compel all the Nation at 
once to a Compliance, of which we (hall fee more hereafter, and therefore 
thus much may fuffice in this Place. em 

There is another Letter of Emanue 
a particular Account of all that be 
but being more full of Religious than other Matters, I fhall only 
pick out of it fome few Remarks worth knowing. He fays. The 
Turke enter'd Ethiopia in the Year 1572, which was the qth Time, 
afterthe Fathers were there, They took many Captives, and went 


l Fernandez, whereinhe gives 


1 


Affitance given againft the Moors; thefe Things, with ing. 


ed out of airue ReligiousLeal,but perhaps they had done more good, - 


fel him, and his Companions, Turks gører: 


ng Ethiopia 


as far as a Town where the Portuguefesrefided, who madetheir . 


efcape but the To 
nearer the Sea, bui 
oblie’d the Catholicks to abandon thofe Places, and withdraw into 
the Kingdom of Dambea, and other Parts, Only the Patriarch, 
and fomefew with him, continu’d amidtt thofe Dangers to endea- 
your to fend Advice over to /ndia, and in Hopes of Succours from 
thence. With the Catholicks that went away, the Patriarch fent 
F. Gonzalo Cardaxo ; and F. Francis Lopez, the firft of which was 
murder’d on the way by Robbers, and the latter wounded m the 

Thy 





wn was burnt, whence they return’d to Debaroa. «» 
It a Fort, and continud making Excurfions. This - 
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Arm, yet went on with hisCompany, and fettled with them in 
Dambea. Inthe rel F. Fernandez declares the good Difpofition 
thereis among many of theNatives, and etpecially the Gentiles, to 
embrace the Catholick Religion, could they be protected init, and 
fays, feveral Perfonsof Note were privately converted, but kept it to 
themfelves for fear of fuffering Perfecution. In another Letter 
dated Decemberithe 20th, 1557, the fame Father complains that 
the 5, or 6co Men fo often defird, are not fent, bewailing the 
Lofs of fo many Souls, for want of them, and alledging, to juttify 
the making Ufe of that Force, that even in Chriftian Countries 
the Prelates would have no Authority werethey not fupported by 
the Lay-Magittrates. He urges, that God punifhes the Obduracy of 
the Ethiopians, as he did the Egyptians, with Flies, for {uch he calls 
the Barbarous Galas, as being a naked unarm’d People $ and yet the 
Abyfines well arm’d and mounted, are not able to withitand them 
which indeed jooks more like a Judgment,than any thing natural, 

The Patriarch continu‘d feveral Years at Fremona, without ever 
receiving any Succours from Portugal, ot India, or any Fleet com- 
ing tocarry him off: All this while his Life was fo holy, and ex- 
emplar, that one of thegreateft Menin the Kingdom of Tigre, tho’ 
himfelfa Schif{matick, was wont to fay ; That none ofthe ancient 





Saints inthe Defert attain’d to more Perfeétions than the {faid Pae — 


triarch did in Fremona. His Palace wasa thatch’d Cottage, his Diet 
a thin Cake of Tef, a Grain before mention’d, his other Dainties 
were Cabbage, or Linfeed, withoutany other feafoning, but Salt 
and Water 5 and even thefe he was to fow, and bring up himfelf, 
His Poverty was fuch, that he was reduc’d to tear the firt white 


Page out of his Breviary to write a Letter on. Another he af- 


ter wards writ to the Pope, and wanting even {fuch a Leaf, he cut off 


the Margents of the Breviary, and fowd them to gether, towrite _ 


iton. łn the midft of hisSufferings he fpar'd no Labour, attending 
the Poor of all Sorts, which wasthe Occafion of converting many 
Schif{maticks. At length it pleas God to take him out of this 


World, in the Year 1577, when hehad been above 20 1n Ethiopia, — 


and was not only Lamented by the Portugaefes, but by all that 
knew him, and the Viceroy of Tigre, when he receiv'd this 
News beat his Face with both Hands, as is ufual among thofe 
People in extraordinary Afflictions, often crying in a difinal Tone, 
The Patriarch is Dead, the Patriarch is Dead, we are all undone, 


Oo Aivage Moar: 


This great Man was a Spansard, bornat Jifefcas, a Town between | 


Madrid znd Toledo in the Kingdom of Cafile , his Sanétity of Life 
wonderful, andto pafs by many other prodigious Paflages well 
atte(ted, all Erhiopia {tillown that the Town of Fremona was par- 
ticularly protected by Heaven for his Sake, again({tall Enemies, for 
tho’ the Barbarous Gallas ravag'd all the Country about it, yet they 


never 
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never did the leaft Harm in. that Place, notwithitanding many of 
them came into it, and it had no human Defence. : 
Five other Fathers came into Ethiopia with the Patriarch, two 


whereof we have already declar’d dy’d by the Sword; the firk F, 













Andrew Gualdames, kill’d bythe Turks, near Arguico; the other De? of the 
Gonzalo Cardezo, by the Robbers, on the way to Dambea. There her Jefuits | 


remain’d three, the firftof thefe that dy’d was F. Emanuel Fernan 
dez Superor of the Miffion, who after enduring infinite Hardthips 
for his Flock, at length departed this Life, {pent with overmuch 
Labour. F, Antony Fernandez, born at Braga living till the Year 
1593, labouring indefatigably for the good of Souls, and: trayell- 
ing in his old Age anhundred Leagues, only to affitt one wound- 
ed Portuguefe at his Death, had fcarceStrength enough left him to 
return to Fremona, where he foon after departed this World. On- 
ly F. Francis Lopes remain’d to take Care of all the Catho- 
licks, which was an immenfe Labour, and he quite {pent with 
Age and Fatigues. He foretold he fhould dye within 15 Days, 
that within a Year another Father would come from Jndia, and 
thers after Lim ; all which hapened as he had faid. He dyd at 
Bo Years of Age. The Bodies of the Patriarch,and his Companions, 
were all bury’dinthe thatch’d Church at Fremona,and afterwards 
ranflated toGoa by Order of the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez 
Thus ended that Miffion of Erbiopia which had lafted 40 Years, 
viz, from 1557 till 1597, when F. Francis Lopexdy'd, 
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The Fathers Antony de Monferrate, avd Peter Pays 
appointed at Goa to go into Ethiopia; they are ta- 
ken at Dhofar and fent Prifoners to the King of — 
Xael thex to the Balla of Yemen, zz Arabia Felix. 
An Account of what they [aw in that Country, and their 
Captivity. | 








WV HILST thofe Things we have fpoken of in the laf Chapter | 
happened in Ethiopia,King John the 3d of Portugal, who en- 


in Portugal courag’d that Miffion, dy’d, in the Year 1557, King Sebafian, 


F. Monfer- thought two fufficient forthe prefent, and F. Antony de Monferrate, 


xteand F. 


Pays, de/ign- being in the Year 1587. Lewis de Mendoza, who liv’d at Dia, 
*d_ for Ethi- undertook to fend them in fome Ship of Indian Baneans, that tra- — 


opia. 


_ his Succeflor, being wholly bent upon the unfortunate Expedition” 
into Africk, little regarded the Affairs of Aby/finia; and the Car- 
dinal Henry, who reign’d after him liv’d not long enough to ef ” 
fect the good Intentions lie had that Way. Philip, the 2d of Spain 
afceriding the Throne after him, charg’d Don Duarte de Menezes, 
Earl of Tarouca, and Viceroy of India, to {pare no Labour, or 

Colt, for the Promoting of the Converfion of Ethiopia. This Order 

came to Goa when that Viceroy was Dead, and the Goverment ~ 
devolv’d upon Emanuel de Soufa Coutinho, who no. fooner receiy’d $ 
it, but he acquainted the Provincial of the Fefuits, by whom he 
was offer'd as many Fathers.ashe fhould think fit. The Governour 


aCatalonian, and F. Peter Pays, a Cafilian, were pitch’d upon, this 


as ol pe en- 


ded to Adaxua. The two Fathersembark’d for Dinin February 1588. 
and being forc’d by a Storm into the Bay of Babaos, fent thence to 
acquaint Lewis de Mendoza, who brought them into the City by 
Night, clad like Armenians, for Fear leit any Moorifh Sailers, be- 
longing to the Red Sea fhould know, and betray them to the Turks. 
They ftay’d long at Dia,whillt Lewis de Mendoza endeavourd to _ 
prevail with’ any Banean, or Moorifb Merchants, to take them _ 
aboard, which none of them would venture, fearing their Ships, 
and Goods might be feiz’d, for carrying white Men they could — 
give no Account of. Being thus difapointed, the Fathers theme 
{elves never gave over, till they found an Armenian belonging to lep- 


po 
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- pe, who undertook tocarry them by the way of Bazora, to his 
own Country, and fend them thence to Grand Cairo, where they 
would find Caravans,to carry them fafe into Erhiopia. This was a te- 
dious way 2bout,yet their Earneftnefs ma de it appear eafy,and there 
fore they imbark’d on board the Armenians Ship,putting into AZafcate 
for Water, where Belehior Calaza, a Man well affected to the So- 
ciety commanded, he fhow’d them the way they went was not like- 
ly, and undertook to fend them aboard a Afoor, who was his They came to 
Friend tofome Port of Abyfinia. Whilkt the AZoor made ready, they the Iflands of 
went over to Ormuz, werethey were charitably entertaindin the Curia Mu- 
Monatltery of the Augu/fin Friars, and forc'd to continue till the ria, i 
26th of December, the aforefaid Year 1588, when the AfZoortook 
them aboard, defigning they fhould land at Zeylz; but a violent 
Storm having much fhatter‘d the Ship, and broke off the Rudder, 
he was oblie'd to put into one of the Iifandsof Curia Maria, call'd 
pee near toanother they name 4/qxie, on the Coalt of Arabia 
Felix. f 
All thefe Iflands are fmalJ,and inhabited by a-poor miferable Peo- 
ple, covering their Houfes with the Weeds the Sea calts upon the Defcription 
Shore, and feeding on Filh, whereof they have Plenty, but want oj rhofe I= 
Wood to dref it, and therefore eatit raw, only dry’d in the Wind. flands.. ` 
The Sea calts up much Amber Greefe there, for they offer’dthe Fa- 
‘thers fome at a very {mall Price, which they valu’das little. Here 
they continu’d7 or 8 Days, fitting outa {mall Veflel the Afoor 
hir’d, becaufe his Ship wasdifabled. After much {trugling with 
contrary Winds they were {py’d from the Shore, tho’ they. endea- 
vour’d to avoid it,and taken by two light Veffels well arm’d,which 
came out in Queft of them. The Reafon of their being fo watch- 
fullupon the Coaft, was becaufe the Afoor, who carry’d the Fa-- 
thers, had intrnfted another Moor with the Secret, that he was to 
carry Portuguefesjto Zeyla, and this other Infidel gave Advice at 
Dhofar, where they were provided to takethat Vefiel. 
After a ftri& Examination, the Fathers being look’d upon.as The Jeltits 
Spies, tho’ telling the downright Truth of their being bound for taken by 
Ethiopia, were ftripp’d almoft naked, and fhut up in an old Houfe Moors. 
of Mud Walls, where they had little to eat by Day, and abun- 
‘dance of Vermin to break their reft at Night. At laft the Com- 
mander of Dhofar refolv’d to fend them to his Malter, the King of 
Yael in Arabia Felix. They were put aboard a {mall Veffel, Xael 
which carried them 5 Days along the Coaft, till they landed on Sent to Aach 
` an open Shore, and began to travel by Land, with much trouble. 
afoot, being ill fhod, but the AZoors at length fet them on their , 
Camels, for the more Expedition. The third Days Journey they, 
enterd upon fuch a Sandy Defert, that there was no Track, but 
j i uü 2. they. 
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they travell’d by the Sun in the Day and by the Stars at Night. 
The Heat was exceffive, the allowance of Bread to the Fathers very 
{mall, and that of Water lefs, becaufe they had none but what 
the Camels carried. Ten Days they travell'd over that Defert, at 


Tarim City. the end whereof they reach’d Tarim, a large City, where the News 


Heynan 
City. 


was foon fpread abroad, that there were Portuguefe Prifoners, 
whom the People flock’d to fee, at firt gazing as if they were 
amazd. Then asking thofe who condu&ed them, whether they 
believ'd in Mahomet, and being told they did not, call'd them 
Cafares, and after many Reproachful Words, {pit on their Faces, 
and had they not been put into a Houfe, would have {ton’d them 
to Death. The next Morning they were conducted out of the 
City before Day, for fear of the Rabble, and travelling through 
a Country well inhabited, came the third Day toa Town where 
a Brother of the Kings call’d Xafer then was, who receiv’d them 
courteoufly, ask’d many Queftions, and gave them Cahoa to Drink. 
[This 1 fuppofe is Coffee, which they were not acquainted with] Being 
difmifs‘d by him, they travell’d all the Night, and by break of 
Day were near Heynan, the King of Xael’s Court. They were 
carried to the Fort, where the King refided, which was lofty and 
freng, tho’ of Clay, as are all the Buildings in that Country. 
There they put them into a {mall Gyeritte, or Centinels Box on 
the Wall, where they had trouble enough from the many People 
that came to {ee them, and could never be fatisfy’d with gaz- 
(ing. 


King of Xael call'd, order’d their Cloaths fhould be given them, they being in 


deferib'd, 


no Condition otherwife to be feen at Court. After Dinner they 
were brought before him, where he was in State on the Top of 
the Fortrefs, fitting upon a boarded Elevation rais’d a Yard from 
the Ground, and_cover’d with rich Brocard. He was clad in 
very fine Green Cloth, and on his Head a Turbant Embroider'd 
with Gold. As to his Perfon it was comely, and he feem’d to 


Two Days after their Arrival, King Hamar, for fo he was 
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be about 40 Years of Age. He receiv’d the Fathers courteoufly, — 


made them fit down, and would not let the Syrian Boy that came 
with them ferve for an Interpreter, but fent for a Renegado Wo- 
man that belong’d to the Queen, and knew the Language of the 
Country, and enough of the Portuguefe. The King {poke to her 
in Arabick, and fhe, turning to the Fathers, faid, The King bids 
Jou not be troubled, becaufe God has brought you hither ; but I fay 
your Sins have brought you hither, among fach wicked Peoples He 
ask’d, who they were, and whither they went. They anfwer’d, 
they were Fathers, and going to Ethiopia to live with the Portue 
S4efes that went thither formerly. Many more Queltions he ask’d, 


and. 
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and {pent the Afternoon in Difcourfe, and to conclude, they 

bege’d he would order them their Books to pray by, out of their 

Baggage. He anfwer'd, Offha Alal, Offa Alla, which is their 

way of granting what is ask’d, and fignifies, Zt will pleafe God, 

it will pleafe God ; and fo it provd, for the next Day they had 

their Breviaries, which was no {mall Comfort. 

Some Time the Fathers continu’d there, without knowing what 
would become of them, till the Woman above mention’d com- Indain 
ing to Vifit them, faid, The King was very willing to Ranfom Woman Cape 
them, but afraid of the Turks, whofe Tributary he was, and theres tive, 
fore {he believ’d they would ftay long there. They ask’d her, 
how {he came into that Country ? She anfwer'd, That. going from 
Chaul to Ormuz ina very {mall Veffel, which had only 8 Men, 
they were drove by ftrefs of Weather to Xael, where the oors 
invited them afhore, pretending Friendfhip, and the Portagaefes 
believing them, were taken, as was their Veflel, and fhe in it. | 
They were all fent to that City, where Saltan Hamars Father 
then reign’d, who us‘d all means to pervert them, but could nee 
ver prevail, and they all dy’d, confum’d with Hardfhips. She 
added, that one of thefe Men, whofe Surname was Preto, having 
contracted Friendfhip with a Moor that traded to Melinde, de- 
fiz’d that he would carry a Letter for him; which the Infidel pro- 
mis’d, but as foon as receiv d, deliver'd it to the King, who ha- 
ving found one Ito interpret it, underftood it gave Advice for a 
Veffel to come upon the Coalt of Xael, where they might eafily 
take fome Moors to exchange for him, and other Chriftian Cap- 
tives, The King in a Rage order’d Preto to be brought before him, 
and ask’d him, Whether that was his Letter. He anfwerd, it 
was, Then fid the King, you fhall immediately turn Mahome- 
tan, or Dye. Preto gallantly reply'd, Zam no fach Man to turn 
Mahometan : Adding much more, with iuch Chriftian Fortitude, 
that the King caus‘d his Head to be ftruck off in his Prefence, and 
the Body to be thrown out at the Window. Thus he ended his 
Days glorioufly in Defence of the Faith, and tho” his Chriftian 
Name be loft to us, we may with good Reafon believe itis writ- 
ten in the Book of Life. The Fathers extoll’d the Bravery of that 
Portuguefe, and blam’d the Old Woman, who was of the King- 
dom of Pegs, for renouncing her Faith, encouraging her to re- 
turn to it, and make a good End. She anfwer’d, the only ho- 
nourd CHRIST in her Heart, but had not Courage to confefs 
him openly. j 

The Fathers continu’d four Months in Prifon, where they fuf- 
ferd very much; for tho’ chat part of Arabia is calla The Happy, Arabia 
it is to be fuppos'd the Ancients gave it the Name by the Av of Felix 
B ons 
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Contraries, or elfe through a miftake, for it has io other Happe 
nefs, but many Miferies, which confume poor Captives, and from 
which the Natives are not exempt. That Province of it is call’d 
‘Hadarmot, or Hadramut; the leait part of it is tild, and even ` 
that yields no great Crop. The Product is Wheat, Barley, and | 
Millet, and this lalt is the main Sultenance of the People; but the 
quantity of every fort is fo {mall, that there are frequent Famines, 
They have a few Palm-trees, whofe Dates fomewhat {weeten their 
Hunger. The Natives are of a Tawny Complexion, and the 
‘Cloaths they wear anfwerable to their Poverty and- fhort-Diet ; 
yet they are careful to Drefs their Hair, becaufe it is of their own 
‘Growth, and cofts no Money. They let it grow very long, and 
then curlit up with hot Irons, for they have learnt this piece of 
Vanity; but then inftead of coftly Effences, they greafe: it well 
with Butter that it may fhine, which 1s a Decoration fit for thofe 
‘who ufeit, for the Duf {ticking to the Hair, it cannot chufe but 
Took as comely as it is fweet fcented. 
` When the Women go abroad, they cover their Heads with 
white Cloths, and their Faces with black Veils like Nuns. They: 
have {fome Fewi/h Cultoms among them, and particularly that of 
One of the King’s Daughters happening: 
to Dye whilft the Fathers were there, abundance of W omen, 
“with their Hair very full of Daft, and fhrieking molt unmerci- — 
fully, conducted the Queen to-a Houfe that was near the Fort, 
where they continu’d a whole Month weeping and wailing, 
They went cut twice every Day upon the flat Roof of the Houfe, 
where placing themfelves in two Ranks they beat their Breafts, 
and now and then threw their Arms about one another’s Necks, 
with many doleful Expreffions and difmal Cries, exprefling: 
Sorrow. 4 

The Kingdom of Yemen, or Yamen, begins at the Mouth of the © 
Red Sea, and runs along the Coalt of Mogna, or Mogha, or Mocca, 
Camarane and Obida, Sea Port Towns belonging to the faid King- — 
dom, and many other Lands and Cities up the Inland, bordering 
on fhe Kingdom of Yael, whofe King pays Tribute to the Bafa- 
of Yemen, who as foon as he heard that the Fathers were taken, 
dent immediately to King Hamrar to have them convey’d to him; _ 
becaufe all Portuguefe Captives belong’d to the Great Turk, accord- 
ing to Articles agreed on betwixt them. The King readily coms — 
ply'd, and fent 4 Horfes with them as a Gift to the Bafa, not ~ 
out of Love but Fear, being: us’d to make him great Prefents, to- 
fave greater Extortions. He alfo furnifh’d the Fathers with Ca- — 
mels for the Journey, and order’d thofe that conducted them to ufe 

them: 


À 
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them well, and fee they wanted for nothing, becaufe thefe Fa- 
thers, faid he, ask nothing for themfelves. ; 
On the 27th of Fune they came to the laft Rrong Place im the 








DITAR See S aae = 


Kingdom of Xael, where they took Provifion of Water for the Great Defert 


Defert, upon which they then enter’d, being all, Sand, without 
any Road, fteering by the Sun and Stars, and for fear thefe Guides 
fhould be hid from them by Clouds, they travell’d four Days and 
Nights without refting, but at. Noon and Nightfall, whilft the 
Camels fed, who never Drank all that while. The 5:4 Day they 
found a Spring, by which they refted till the Evening, and at 
Nightfall fet forward again, to get out of the Defert, and efcape 
the Robbers thofe Solitudes are never without. 

` The next Day they came toa {mall Town call'd AZelquis, where 
they faw the Ruins of {tately Struétures, and Stones with ancient 
Infcriptions, which the Natives themfelves could not read; but 
faid there was formerly a very large City, and that the Queen 
of Sheba had there mighty Flocks of Cattel, which, if true, veri- 
fies what I faid before, that the Queen of Sheba was not only 
Sovereign of Ethiopia, but of a great part of Arabia, From Mel- 
quis they travell’d12 Days, through a well Peopled Country; till 
they came to Canaan, the Capital of the Kingdom of Xiomen, and 


Melquis 
Town. 


Refidence of the Bafa, where they were receiv'd by the Subafhi, Canaan, 


that is, the Governor, with abundance of Foot, and fome Horfe, 


Capital of 


who ordering the Kettle Drums to beat, made the Fathers walk Xtomen. 


afoot before his Horfe, leading them as it were in Triumph, thro’ 


the principal Streets of the City, to the Fortrefs and Bajfa’s Pas — 


lace, as the Romans drove their Captives before them to the Capi- 
tol. When they wereat. the Palace, down came the Teftardar, 
who is the Steward, and ask’d them feveral Queltions, for they 
were carry’d as Spies, to all which they anfwer'd the downright 
Truth. After much Examination they were carry’d to Prifon, 
and put into the common Side, befides which F. Pays had Irons, 
but Æ Monferrate they exempted, becaufe he was very Old. 
“The Teftardar carry d the Syrian Youth to his Houfe, and bein 


: : : £ ‘ 
taken with his Behaviour made him his Caterer, and he often Charitable 3 
bringing him the overplus of his Money, the Mafter would fome- Syrian 
times give it him, which he carry’d to the Fathers, and was a Youth. 


great Relief to them. Soon after meeting a Turk of Note, who 
was his Countryman, and acquainting him with his Condition, 
he procur’d Liberty of the Bafa for him to return to his own 
Country. He took leave of the Fathers, promifing ‘to return to 


India, and to do them all the Service: he could, which he faith- ` 
fully perform’d ; for within a few Months he inade his way to 


Ormuz, 
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Ormuz, and thence to Goa, where he gave an Account of what 
had befallen the Fathers, and the Condition they were in. 

The Fathers found in the Prifon 26 Portaguefes and 5 Indian 
Chriftians, taken on the Coaft of Melinde, who befides their Cap- » 
tivity, were at fuch variance among themfelves, that they were 
ready to Murther one another. The Fathers by their good Inftrue. 
étions and Example, made them Friends, and wrought fuch a 
Change, that the very Turks were aftonith’d at it. For their 
Comfort God order’d it, that the Beffa, who had been one of the 
Great Turk’s Gardiners, and fill lov'd that Art, employ’d them 
all to work in his Garden; and the Goaler took them from the 
common Side below, and gave them fuch an Appartment above, 
that the Fathers bad a large Room to themfelves, and they were 
all eafie, making a fort. of Chappel there, and endeavouring to - 
ferve God the belt they could. | 





Cuar VIIL 


Fhe remaining part of the Captivity of the Fathers, till 
they were ranfom'd; Jome further Account of Arabia 
Felix; F. Abraham de Georgijs fet to Ethiopia, 
put to Death by the Turks; F. Belchior da Sylva 
Jets Jafe into Abyffinia ; a College of Jefuits found- 
ed for that Mifion at Diu. 3 


Ww HEN the Fathers had been two Years in Captivity; the 
Baffa's Wife prevail’d with him to order their Libert ; but a 
Banean \nforming, that he might get 2000 Crowns for their 
Ranfome, he recall’d his Word, and us’d them worfe than before, i 
demanding 19000 Crowns of them. An Algierine Turks, reputed 
a Saint, coming thither was a great Help to them in their want, 
for he would often fend for, difcourfe with, and treat them very 
{plendidly, commending them for good and learned Men. Ano- 
ther Man of Note, being a Spanifh Renegado, usd all his Endeas 
vours to get them difchare’d, but all in Vain ; for both thefe Friends 
at dalt departed the City, and left the Fathers to their Wants; 
and Sufferings, with only this Comfort, that they were ufefull to 
` ais the 
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the other Chriftian Captives, fome of whom they got ranfom’d, 
and per(waded § Renegadoes to make their Efcape to Jndia as they 
did, and were reconcil’d to the Church. 

Six Years they continu’d in Captivity inthe City of Canaan,mo 
barbaroufly us’d, to extort from them the Sum of 2500 Crowns 
This City had been formerly very great, as being the Capital o 
the Kingdom of Yemen, encompafsd with ftrong Walls, and 
mighty Bulwarks of Earth. When the Fathers were thereit con- 
tain’d about 2000 Families, 500 of them Fews. The Country is 
pleafant, and fall of Gardens, and Orchards, producing almolt 
all the Sortsof Fruit we have in Exrope, andis 60 Leagues from 
Moca. Thither the Fathers were fent, to fee whether the Jadian 
Merchants would purchafe them. F., Pays went ona Camel, but 
F. Monferrate having had a Fall off one defir’d to ride an Afs; 
which being joftled by a Camel gave him fuch another Fall, that 
he could not ftir, without being fupported by F. Pays, and a 
Brachman who was Captive with them. Thus they cameto Tais, 
a {mall City, but has a {trong wall, thento Afowza, which is 
fmaller,and laltly to Moca, where they were {hut up ina Ground 
Room full of Spice, which with the Heat of the Day and want 
of Air had like to have ftifled them, had not an 4y/fine Youth, 

















tt Canaan City 
pand Country. 


who was over “emcooling his Malter with water, told him, they CAP vi. 


mult needs perilh there with the Heat, who thereupon gave him 
Leave to remove them to acooler Place. | 

After many Threats to extort a Ranfom from them, they were 
putinto a Galley, where they had a very {mall allowance of bit- 
ter Millet in Grain. When they had endur’d thefe Hardthips 
three Months, the Tark, who we faid had befriended them at 
Canaan, happened to come to Afora, and gotthem from aboard. the 








Gailey to his Houfe, where he entertain’d them very plentifully Charitable 
for 20 Days. Being then oblig’d to depart, he recommended them Turk. 


tothe Captain of the Galley, defiring he would not put them 
to the Oar, but 5 Daysafter he was gone, the Captain,contrary to 
his Promife, return’d them to all their former Miferics. F. Monfer- 
rate, who was very old, falling fick, the Captain order’d him a- 
fhore, and F. Pays to look after him,but gave them no Allowance. 
In this Diltrefs, a Banean furnifh’d them with fome Rice, and 
Batter, anda Crown in Money, with which and F. Pays his Care 
F. Monferrate recover'd. 

They continu’d in this deplorable Condition a whole Year at 
Moca till Ships came from Diz, and in them Orders from Mathias 
d’ Albuquerque, Viceroy of India that year 1595, to a Banean, 
with pofitive Ordersto ranfom the Fathers atany Rate, the King 
of Spain having directed the ae fhould be paid out of his Reve- 

nue 
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nue. The Banean purfuant to his Orders, tho the Fathers oppos'd 
7 he Jefuits it, alledging, that Mony might ranfom many more, bought them 
ranfowd. for 500 Crowns. Befides this they were forc’d to give 50 Crowns 
tothe Captain of the Galley, who exacted it, for the Time he had 
fuffer’d them to be afhore. At length they embark’d for Dix, and © 
arriv'd fafe,after 29 Days Sait. There the Reverend Father Guar- 
dian of the Capucines carry’d them to his Monaftery, where they: 
hedallthe Entertainment that poor Order could afford ; the Fe- 
fuits having no Houfeat Dis as yet. Thence the Dominicans took, and 
entertain’d them many Days in their Monattery. Next they. 
fail’d to Chawl, where the Brotherhood call'd 4 Mifericordia, or of 
Mercy, not only treated them, but orderd the Mony they faid 
was requifite for redeeming of the other Captives at Canaan. In hs 
fine, they return’d at laft to their own Monaltery at Goa,after 7 
Years Captivity. F. Adonferrare dy’d therein the Year 1600, he 
was a Catalonian, as has been faid, and befides all his other La- 
bours, had been two Years a Miffioner in the Great Afogol’s — 
Country. Of F. Pays we fhall have occafion to. {peak hereafter, 
when he again attempted to get into Ethiopia, where he liv’d many 
Years, as we fhall fee. ‘ 
When the Superiors at Goa recerv'd the News of the aforefaid 
Fathers Captivity in drabia, they had alfo Intelligence, that only 
F, Francis Lopez remain’d alive in Ethiopia, and therefore refolv’d 
to hazard two other Fathers for the good of the Chriftians in that 
Country. To this purpofe they pitch’d upon F. Abraham de Geor- | 
gifs, a Maronite by Buth, very learned,tand Mafter of the Arabrick, — 
Chaldaick Hebrew, and Syriack, who bad enter’d him{clf into the So- 
ciety at Rome, being there in the College of his Nation where- 
many zealous Men are bred, who go over to inftruct their Coun- — 
trymen. The Adaronites are the Inhabitants of Mount Libanas, — 
and the Country about it, who tho’ fubjeétto the Tark, profefs 
the Roman Catholick Religion, and fome of them come over to be 
educated in the forefaid Seminary at Rose, founded by Pope Pask — 
the 3d. They have a Catholick Patriarch, and 8, org Bifbops — 
under him. F. Abraham being well vers’d in the Chaldatck was. 
at this Time, on the Mountains of Malabar, inftru@ting the — 
Chriftians of S. Thomas, whofe Priefts, and learn’d Men have the — 
Holy Scripture in Coaldaick, thefe People had been formerly Weft- _ 
F. Abraham orians, who us’dto receive their Archbifhop from Babylon. Upon i 
defign d for the firk call he repaird to Goa, where being acquainted with — 
Ethiopia. what he was. defign’d for, he kept up clofe for a whole Year, 
letting his Beard grow, and keeping quite out of Sight, to the 
end that when hefet out, he might not be known and dif- 
coverd bythe Moorse When the Year was up he cloath’d him- 
cur felt 
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felfin the habit of a Turkifb Merchant, and tho’ a Companion had 
been appointed him, ic was thought better he fhould go alone, on- 
ly attended by one Aby/fine Youth. 

< Onthe 6th of Fannary 1595, he fet out for Diz, where he im- 
bark’d in a Ship of Baneans, bound for Afazua, arriv’d at that 
Place and was well receiv'd by Xafar, the Turkifo Commander, 
believing him to be a Turk. Hehadhis Leave to go over to the 
Continent, and being balf Way on the Channel, that parts it 
from the Ifland, the Banean, Captain of the Ship that brought 
him thither, fid to the Bafa, who was at a Window 
looking that way, Do you let that Man go fo, Sir? I mult 
tell you I know not whether he isa Chriftian, or a Atahometan. 
The Yurk immediately fent a Boat after, and brought him back 
where upon Examination, he readily own’d himfelt a Chriftian. 
The Bajja told him he mult either turn Mahometan, or dye; ta 
which hean{werd, Hemight doashe pleas’d, for he was not a 
Perfon that would renounce his Faith. The Aby/ine Youth thit 
attended him, being alfo taken, difcover'd all the Secret, and turan- 
ed Turk. The Baffausdall poffible Meansto per{wade the Father 
to follow the Youths Example, but finding him not to be mov'd, 
caus’d his Head to be {truck off. 

The News of his Death being brought to Goa in the Year 1595. 
and that of Francis Lopez, the laft remaining in Ethiopia of the 
Miffioners, in 1597 the Fathers were in great Concern for the di- 
- ftrefled Catholicks of that Country. Thofe People in the Letter 
wherein they gavean Account of the Deceafe of the Fathers, ad- 
visd, that a if was impoffible for any European to pafs into 
Ethiopia by way of the Red Sea, by Reafon the Turks kept fuch 
{trict Guard, they might fend them tome Prieft, that wasa Native 
ot India, who being like the Baneansin Colour, and {peaking their 
Language, and thofe People freely trading up the Red Sea, would 
be in lefs Danger. The Project was approwd of, and F. Belchior 
da Sylva, a Secular Prieft, pitch’d upon, being a Brachman by De- 
fcent, then Vicar of the Church of S. Anne, one of the richelt in 
Goa, anda Man of Learning, and Piety. Thegood Prielt imbark’d 
for Din, and went thence to Afazua, in the Habit of a Seaman, 
in March 1596, where he found a Catholick of Fremona, come to 
look for Letters from Jadia. By him he {fent Word tothe Porty- 
guefes, and fetting out himfelf,for fear of the Turks, arriv’din four 
Days at Debaroa, where he was receiv'd by feveral Portaguefes, 
i Fi Catholicks of Fremona, whoconduéted hun thither with great 

oy. 


F. Belchior da Sylva continu’d fix years in Ethiopia, five be- 
fcre the coming of F. Peter Par, who went to relieve him, and 
2p one 
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one with him, expecting Shipping for Zndia, all which Time he 
behav'd hiunfelf likean excellent Paftor, {paring no Pains to ad- 
minifter the Sacraments to the Portuguefes, who were much dif 
persdupthe Country. He had Inftructions, when he came from. 
India, to endeavour. to difcover fome way for the Fathers to get 








Another way 




































| into Ethi- into Ethiopia, In the Year 1602 having confulted with the Prin-- 
‘i eps contri- cipal Portuguefes in the Kingdom of Tygre, they ali came to this — | 


Refolution, that there was no Port like Bailar, which is juft with- 
in the Mouth of the Red Sea, on the left Hand, oppofite to- 
Mota, 12 Leagues up the fbyffine. Channel, and belongs to the: 
Kingdom of Daneali, which tho’ fubjedt to-a Monor, yet he fo. 
much depends.upon the Emperor of Ethiopia, that by Virtue of- 
a Letter from him,. he would fuffer them to pafs. This Opinion 
all the Portuguefes and F. Belchior da Sylva gave under their Hands,, 
which has been here fet down, tho’ for the prefent the Fathers 
founda way through Mazua, yet becaufe it may be of ufe another 
Time, and the Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez pafs'd that way, as- 
we fhall fee hereafter. 
Ffoufe of the, Whatfoever way wasfound into Erhiopias the Fathers perceiv’d: 
efuits ar 1t would be very:neceflary to have a Houfe at Diu, that being the 
ss to. that Principal Port for the Trade of the Red Sea, becaufe being there- 
parpofe. they could contract Friendthip with the Afoors and Gentiles fail- 
ing thither; for they might favour them with the Governour;, 
and Cuftom-Houfe, and thofe Traders, in Return, would carry. 
them in their Ships, and procure them a fafe Paflage. The Baneans. 
endeavourd all they could to obftrué it, believing the Fathers 
would: endeavour to convert the Moors, and Gentilés that came 
to trade thither, which would be aHindrance to their Dealings, 
and leffen the Income of.the Cufloms. However the] Viceroy 
and King Philip the 2d pofitively refolving to favour the Fefuits,. 
this Obitacle was:remov'd, and thofe very Baneans perceiving: 
what Kindnefs they received from the Fathers, grew {o well af- 
fected towards them, that for feveral Years they gave them bounti-.- 
full Alms, till their Church, and College were built. . 
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F. Peter Pays fiads Means to get into Ethiopia. 
What Emperors fucceeded in that Empire, after 
Malac Segued; she Emperor Za Danguil’s Viéfo- 


4S. 


WE have already given an Account of the 7 Years Captivity 
of E. Peter Pays, who being well recover'd of the Hard- 
fhips heendur'’d in that time, fet his Heart again upon attempting to 
get into Ethiopia, and in order to it went a way to Dix. King 
Philip the 2d had order’d fix {mall Veffels to be fitted out to carry 
fome Eathers into that Country, yet the Viceroy would provide 
but 2, and thofe meeting with a Storm, between Goa, and Dis, 
the one of them was. forced into Dama, and the other reach’d its- 


intended Port, much fhatter’d and unmafted. F. Pays impatient | 


of this Difappointment, fet himfelf upon finding another way, and- 
meeting fome Servants of the Bafa of Saaghem, who came thither 
to trade and were returning home, he contracted Friendihip with 


101 





them, and particularly with their Chief, call'd Razuam Aga, The A Turk con-- 
Father {poke Arabick perfectly well, having learn'd it, du- 7 F. Pays- 


ting his 7 Years Captivity, and in Familiar Difcourfe with the 47t E 


Tark, who took him for an Armenian, pretended fome Defire to 
Returninto hisown Country, but that the Fear of falling again 
into the Hands of the Turks reltraind him. The ga> readily 
promis’d to carry him fafeto Swaghem, and thence to Grand Cairo, 
whence he might go with the Caravan to Jerufalem, and fò into 
hisown Country. Father Pays returndhim Thanks, and ask’d, 
whether, when they came to Mazna, he might not with Safety 
go.up alittle way into the Country, to feck after ome Goods be- 
longing to certain Fathers: who dy d there.. The Tyrktold him, 
it would be very eafy, and offer’ to bear all his Charges. In 


fine their Friendfhip was fo clofely knit, and the Tark how'd 


fo much Sincerity, that the the Father embark’d with him, and 


they fail’d from Dix, on the 224 of March 1603. The Aga: 
treated the Father.all the way, with cxtraordinary Kindnets,.. 
| ii} i i a Sy ane 
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and they arriv’d at Mazua, on the 26th of April. The Bafa 
being then abfent, one Majtadem, a great Friend to Razuam Aga 
commanded in that Place, who was very civil to the Father 
for his Friends Sake, and gave him leave to go into Evhiopia, 
when he pleas’d to feek for thofe Goods he had told the 4ga of. 

The fame Day F, Pays arriv’d there, be met with a Chriftian 
come from Fremona,by whom he fent F. Belchior da Sylva the News 
of his being.in that Place. Some Days he was obligd to: ftay 
at Afazua for Company, there being no travelling alone, becaufe 
of the many Robbers. At length meeting with 6 Chriftians, who 
came from Fremona, to enquire for News from /ndia, he took 
leave of his Friend Razaam, who promis™d te Ray there for him 
two Months, and on the 5th of Ad¢ay 1603, began his Journey 
with the aforefaid 6 Chrittians, the Shabander, or Captain of the 
Baneant, attending him over to the Continent, and fending two 
Moorifh Servants to wait on him fome Days Journey farther. He 
travell’d all the way to Debaroa, which is 5 or 6 Days Journey, 
over very high and craggy Mountains,clad in an old Adoori/h loofe 
Coat, witha Piece of Dimety in{tead of a Cloak, for fear of the 
Thieves. On the roth of May they came fafe to Debaroa, whither 
the next Day came the Portugwefe Captain Fohn Gabriel, a Man of 
Worth, with feveral Portuguefes from Fremona, to receive the Fa- 
ther. They fet out from thence, and on the 15th of fay got to 
Fremona, where they were receivd with extraordinary Joy, by 
the Portuguefes and other Catholicks, and they all repaird to the 
Church to return Thanks to God. A few Days after F. Belchior 
da Sylva came to Fremona, having been 6 Months abroad admini- 
{tring the Sacraments to the Portuguefes, who were difpers'd about 
the Empire, and was now overjoyd to fee F. Pays, which fet 
him at Liberty to return to Jndia. The Porruguefe Captain, Fohs 
Gabriel, was {ent to Court, to acquaint the Emperor Jacob, then 
reigning, with the Arrival of the Father, which News that Mo- 
narch receivd with fatisfaction, and order’d that as foon as the 
Winter was over he fhould repair to him. But now whilft F. 
Pays repofes himfelf, after his Fatigues by Sea and Land, let us 
take a view of the Affairs of Ethispia. 

Tt has been declar’d above, that at the time when the Patri- 
arch Don Andrew de Oviedo dy’d, the Emperor reigning in Erhi-. 
opia was cald Malac Segued. He by kis Emprefs Mariam Cine 
had feveral Daughters, but never a Son; by others he had two 
Baltard Sons, the one.nam’d Za Mariam, the other Facob. Thus 
having no lawful Iffue Male, Adalac Segued defign’d a Jong time 
for his Succeffor, a Nephew call’d Zaz Danguil, Son to his Brother 
Leffena Chriffos, and in order to it bred him up at Court, a the 

reat 
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Great Men might refpect and affect him. However, a little be- 
fore bis Death, his Son Jacob, whom he had never feen, becaufe 
bred far off, being brought to Court, and Fatherly Affection pre- Malac Se- 
vailing, he changd his Mind, and _refolv’d to leave the Empire to gued leaves 
that Baftard. The Great Men perceiving his Inclination, ioon fhe Crown to 
comply’d with it, and as Flatterers are want to do in all their 7, Danguil. 
Difcourfes, promoted his Defign. Death put a Stop to all thefe 
Practices, for the Emperor returning from his Wars with the 
Galas of Bavilo fell Sick, and perceiving his lalt Hour approach, 
that being a time of impartial Jultice, he thought himfelt oblig’d 
to leave the Crown to his Nephew, and accordingly made it 
known to all the Great Men, charging them to enthrone Za 
Danes as his Nephew and lawful Heir, the other being but a 
Baftard, z 

The Emperor was jut dying when he gave thele Commands, TheGreat 
yet his Flattering Courtiers perfifted, alledging, they would have imprifon him 
no other Monarch but his Son. The true Reafon of it was, be- 
caufe Za Danguil was then a Man grown, and Faceb the Battard 
but_a Child, under whofe Name they thought they fhould have 
the whole Power in their own Hands, without any Regard to 
Juftice.. Having fix'd this Refolution among themfelves, before 
they made known the Father’s Death, or the Son’s Election, they 
fent {ome Troops of arm’d Men to fecure the Nephew Za Dan- 
gnil, and others to do the fame by Soeinios, Great Grandfon to 
the Emperor David, who they much fear’d might call them to 
Account, as being a very brave and hopeful Youth. Accord- 
ingly Za Danguil was feizd, and carry’d to a Lake call’d Dek, in 
the Kingdom of Dambea, where he was kept Prifoner a long 
time, and afterwards on feveral {trong Mountains. Sosinios get- 
ting Intelligence that they defign’d to lay him up, had. the good 
Fortune to make his efcape to the Frontiers of the Empire, where 
he kept up in Arms, till God rais‘d him to the Throne, as we fhall 
fee hereafter. 

Being rid of thefe powerful Competitors, they proclaim’d Fa- 
cob Emperor, at 7 Years of Age, and kept the Government in And fet ap 
their own Hands, with the Emprefs Mariam Sina, who fided Jacob, a Ba- 
with the Confederates, fhe taking for her Afociates two of her fard. 
Sons in Law, call'd Ras Athanatens and Cafluade, Viceroy of Tigre, 
the two Prime Contrivers of thefe Pra@tices, the young Emperor -7 
Jacob having nothing but the fpecious Title of Emperor. This 
Triumvirate held above 7 Years, till Facob being about 14 Years 
of Age, began to {how he would havea Share in the Govern- 
ment bimfelf. Many Months were not paft fince the young 
Emperor began to act of himfelf, before thofe Three who Bag det 
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him up, viz. the Emprefs and her two Sons in Law, Athanateys 
and Ca/luade, at the Inftigation of Za Sebaffe, a turbulent Perfon, 
we fhall foon {peak of, agreed to depofe him, pretending a Scrus . 
ple of Confcience, for having wrong’d Za Danguil, whofe Right 
it was, This was the Colour they took to palliate their wicked 
Ambition, believing fince they had loft the Favour of Facob, the 

fhould have the Power over Za Danguil, whom they preferr’d to — 
the Empire. They fentto him to the uncouth Mouutains, where 
he was Prifoner, little thinking of fach Fortune, and being 
brought into the Camp, he was inftantly declar’d and honour’d 
as Emperor, and, what is moft remarkable, the other Emperor 
Jacob was fill in the fame Camp. ; sAN 

Jacob had barely time to efcape by the Swiftnefs of his Horfe, 
thinking it enough to fave his Life, and as is uftial for all Men to 
forfake the Unfortunate, only 8 Servants follow’d him. He took 
the way to Cemen, a {trong Mountain Country, where many of 
his Mother’s Kindred were, and had he got thither fafe, it would 
have teen impofhble to take him. But there wanted not a Traitor- 
among thofe few Friends, who, whilft the Poor Youth took a 
little Reft, being come near Cemen, went away to a Neighbour- 
ing Town, and inform’d the People, that Za Danguil was pro- 
claim’d Emperor in the Camp, and Facob was come thither flying, 
and therefore charg’d them to fecure him, under Pain of the new 
Emperor's Difpleafure. They all halted out in a Body, and fur- 
prizing the unhappy Youth, carry’d him Prifoner to Za Dangnil, 
He, tho’ well pleafed to have his Competitor in Cultody, was 
mch difpleafed with the Bafenefs of the Treacherous Servant, 
The Council fitting, fome were of Opinion, that Facob’s Note and 
Ears fhould be cut off, fo to render him incapable of governing ; 
but Za Dangnil being of a generous Temper, was fatisty’d with — 
fending hun to the Kingdom of Narea, the farthelt of the Empire 
towards the South Eaft, charging the Yumo, ot Governor, to keep 
a ftrict Guard over him. There we will leave bim for the prefent, - 
and fhall after a while fee this fame Jacob made Emperor again, 
and Za, Dangail kill’d, and foon after Facob Slain by Sucinios, 
who took the Name of Sultan Segued. Let us now fee how Za 
Danguil behaw’d himfelf towards F, Peter Pays, and in the Go- 
vernment. 

When F. Pays came to Fremona, the Emperor Facob was on the 
Throne, but foon remov’d to make Place for Za Danguil, as we 
have teen, During that Time, the Father had the Catechifm com- 
posd by Doctor Mark George of the Society, tranflated into the 
Ethiopick by fuch as were belt acquainted with the Language, and 
made abundance of Children leew it by Heart. The Ethiopians 


were 
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were fo highly pleas'd te hear thofe Children difcourfe, by way 
of Dialogue, of all the Mylteries of Religion, that many reforted 
from all Parts to partake of it, and others fent for them to their 
Houfes.. The Fame of it at laft reach’d the Court, and the Schol- 
‘Jars were fo highly commended, that their Malter could not hut 
partake of thofe Praifes. Hike 

The Emperor Za Danguil being very aftable and curious, and 
naturally inclin’d to bear any Thing that was new to him, efpe- 
cially in what related to the Doctrine of the Church of Rome ; 
and being alfo inform’d, that the Father at Fremons was @ery 
| Learned, a great Traveller, and could give a notable Account of 








Lads he had inftructed. He therefore fent for the Father, and 


tife of the Affairs of Evbiopia till his Death, which we will here 
infert, to give the Reader {ome Idea of the Stile of that Country, 
‘and is as follows. 


A Letter from the Emperor Zg Danguil, otherwife 
cald Anaf Segued, to F, Peter Pays. 


M AT the Lerter of the Emperor Afnaf Segued come to the Hands 
of the Worthy Father, whois Mafter of the Portuguefes, Fow 
is your Health ? Hear thefe Things, and the good News of what our 
Lord God has done for us. We were Seven Years in Prifon, and en- 
dard innumerable Hard/hips; bat oar Lord God taking Compaffion on 
our Mifery, brought us ont of Prifon, and gave us the Empire, and 
has made us Head of all, even as David fays, The Stone which the 
Builders refus’d, is become the Head Stone of the Corner. ‘Now 
the fame Lord end that well which he has began, Hear farther 5 We 





the Books of the Fuffice of the Kings of Portugal, if you have thems, 
for we fball be glad to fee them, Thus far the Emperors Lete 
ter. | i 











The next Day he difpatchd an Exprefs, with Orders for the 
Father to come with the Viceroy of Tigre, who was ready to 
| repair to Court. The Father was immediately ready, but the 
| Viceroy ftay’d, becaufe he receiv’d News, that the Emperor had 
| decamp’d, to go and oppofe the Galas, who underftanding the 
| Diforders that were in the Empr had broke into the Country, 

with 





what he had feen, and cf the Rowsa Faith, he was very defirous The Emaperty 
| toffee and converfe with him, and to hear fome of thofe young fends for.» 


F, Pays. 


writ him a Letter, which the {aid Father has left us, in the Trea- 


ie very defirous, that you come hither fpeedily, and that yox bring - 


Tpruption of 


of the Galas. 
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_ ror march’d, ordering the Viceroy of that Country to keep hime | 


Bravery of 
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the the two Wings who had fled, were now upon a Neighbouring 





The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 


ee A 
with a delign to make themfelves Matters of it. Thefe Barbarians |: 
being very numerous, had form’d 3 Armies, to the end that mae | 
king fo many feveral Tncurfions, they might oblige the Erhiopians | 
alfo to feparate, and fo attack them the better difpers’d, The | 
greate(t Body enter’d thc Kingdom of Gojam, whither the Empe- | 














delf whole, without giving the Enemy Battel till he came: But | 
Martial Rules being little oblerv’d in Evhiopia, the Viceroy feeing 
the Enemy at Hand, and thinking it a Difcredit to lofe Time, | 
fought and was routed. d $ 

The Emperor was concern’d at this lofs, but not difcourag’d, | 
and therefore advanc’d {peedily to meet the Enemy, who at frg | 
fight offer'd him Battel, divided inio three Bodies. The Imperiae | 
lits being tird with their march, would have defer'd fighting ; 
yet feeing it was unavoidable, both fides fell on, the Galas attack- | 
ing the Abifines with fuch Fury, that the Emperor's Right and | 
Left Wings both betook themfelves to Flight, and only the main | 
Battel {tood, fupported by his Valour, The Prime Officers told | 
him it was time to retire, before the Galas enclosd him. The 
undaunted Youth, inltead of clapping Spurs to his Horfe to 
dy, alighted to fight, and taking his Buckler upon one Arm and 
his Sword in the other Hand, cry’d out, / am refolu'd to dye here, 
jou may fly from the Galas, bat can never efcape the Infamy, if yon 
this Day abandon the Emperor you proclaim’d but yefterday. 
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Great is the Power of Example in a refolute Commander: 
they all {tuck clofe together, and rufh’d upon the Galas like {9 | 
many ravenous Lyons. The Barbarians amaz’d at this frefh Vie | 
gour, turnd their Backs, and fled full {peed. The Aby/fines of | 








Hill looking on, and as {oon as they faw the Galas run, fell into | 
the Purfuit, and never gave over killing till Night oblig’d them ` 
to defit. The next Morning the Fields appeard ftrew’d with 
Thoufands of dead Galas. The Emperor loft no Time, but 
march’d his Victorious Army as it was embrue’d in Blood, over 
high and craggy Mountains, to find out the tecond Body of the 
Galas, and being flufh’d with one Victory, his Men chare’d fo ` 
fuccefsfully, that they alfo overthrew them with the Slaughter of | 
the greater part. Only the third remain’d, who thought it bet- 
ter to fly in Time than to ftand the bloody Weapons of the byft 
ines. The Emperor underftanding that 400. of them remain’d on 
an exceflive high Mountain, to guard fome Booty they had taken, 
he attack’d them, and his Men climbing or flying up thofe Rocks, 


the | 











| Dambea and the River Nile, where it falls into that Lake. There 
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the Galas were all cut in Pieces, tho’ they made a good Defence. 
| Thus the Vi&orious Emperor return’d to his Station, fear’d by 
_ Strangers, and honour’d by his own People. 





CHAP X. 


F. Peter Pays goes to the Emperor’s Court, where he is 
receiv’d with great Honour, fays Mafs and Preaches 
before the Emperor, that Monarch writes to.the Pope 


and King of Spain, and refolves to embrace the Ga- 


- tholick Faith. — 


A S foon as the Viceroy of Tigre underftood that the Emperor 
was return’d Victorious over the Galas, he acquainted Father 
Pays, that it, was Time to go to Court, and they fet out together 
in April 1604. 


The Emperor was then at Ondegere, near the famous Lake of 7,, 


Empe- 


he had pitch’d his Camp, which is all the Court of Ethiopia, there rors Court. 


being no other Royal City, as has been faid. There were two 
Hicom Enclofures of dry Stone, with high Hedges, and within 
t 


em feveral Appartments, all on the Ground Floor, of Stone and 
Clay, thatch’d, wherein confilted all thofe Magnificent Structures 


fome Authors have Te in Erhiopia, being more like Cottages 
than a Palace. The 


mperor had here a large Room, to which 
there wasa fort of raisd Balcony, which many of the dby/ines 


-look’d upen as a noble Building. 


“When they came to the Camp, the Viceroy waited at the Gate 7 
of the firit Enclofure, as is ufual for Great Men that come from ec 
Abroad, till the Emperor being -advertiz’d, fent him Orders to pore, 
‘come in, by one of the principal Men of his Court, who feeing  ~ 
the Father, faluted him courteoufly, and faid, he would inftantly 
again the Emperor that he might come in. 
he Father went up to kifs the Emperor’s Hand, whom he 
found on his Throne, which is his Couch, well adorn’d with rich Defeription 
Quilts, Coverlets of Brocard, and Silk Curtins. He feem’d to be of the Empe” 


| about 26 Years of Age, th well fhaped, and Manly. Hisror. 
i; A 


Eyes 
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Eyes large and bewtiful, his Nofe fharp, His Lips thin, but his. 
Complexion was foinewhat tawny; and were it not for that Col- 


our, which in Enropeis reckned unbecoming, he would not have - 


been inferior to the finelt Men among us. In fhort, his Perfon 
was worthy of the Empire he held, and the Majelty be repre- 
fented: The Father was withdrawing, after kithng his. Handy 
but the Emperor commanded, and oblig’d him, to fit Down on 
the raisd Step his Couch ftood on, wherehe difcoursd him for 


_4eonfiderable Time, without regarding the Reft. After fome 


Time, the Emperor madea Sign for the Father to withdraw, and 
orderd he fhould be handfomly entertain’d. 
The neat Day he fent for him again, and there was a long 


F.Pays gains Difputation about the Roman and the Ethiopian Faith, in the Pre- 


Friends, 


fence of many, Perfons.of Note, and feveral Monks : The Children 
alfo. comein fora part, the Viceroy of Tygre defiring the Em- 
peror to hear the Schollars, as wellas the Matter, with which the 
Emperor was fo well pleas’d, that he ask’d the Father; whether 
he hadallthey faid writtenin a Book, and being told, he had, 
order'd itto be. fent him, and the next Sunday. heard F. Pays fay 
Maís and Preach. ioe 

The Emperor foon after by Proclamation forbid the keeping of; 
the Saturday, and went on fo faft in other Particulars, that the 
Father was oblig’d to adyife him to proceed more gently. But the 
Emperor, then gave him the Letters he had: already writ to the Popes. 
and the King of Portugal ; which the Father receiv’d, and caus’. 
to be tranflated. 


Itis here to be obferv’d, that in thefe Eetters, the Emperor: © 


calls himielf Afaaf Segaed, which was the Name he took at his, 
Coronation, as the Popes doat their Exaltation, tho” his Chriftiam 
Name was Za Daxgwil, as has been obferv’d before. Ft is alfo, 


to be noted, that he charg’d the Father, to write ina Letter of 


his own, That he then actually. fubmitted -himfelf to the Pope... 
and defir'd he would fend him a Patriarch $ and to acquaint him 
farther, that the. Forces. he ask’d, were to guard his own Perfon,, 


againit {uch as Should oppofe. his fettling the Faith in Ethiopia s 
for tho’he pretended they. were to ferve again{? the Galas, thofe 
People were entirely defeated, and would {carce return into: 


his Dominions. But he took that Colour as not daring to truft his 
Secretary, norfomuchas to write plain with his own Hand, for 
fear the Letter fhould be intercepted, and they might murder 
him. The Emperors Letter to his Holinefs, dated the 26 of Fane- 
z604, was ag follows. a) Be i ; bp 


May 
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The LETTER. 


M Y the Letter fent by the Emperor of Erhiopia Afnat Segued, The Emper- 


imme came 


ement, 


toro the Honoured Father, the Hamble, Vitiorous, and ors Letterto 


Pope of the Noble City of Rome. Peace be un- the Pope. 


toyonr Holinefs. The Peace of our Lord Fefas Chrift, who partook of 


Poverty with the Poor, 


and Honour with the Honourable, preferve your. 


Holinefs’s Per fon, and Life, like the Apple of the Eye. Amen. How 
does your Holinefs? Hear, Sir, what we write. We being in our Em- 
ire, thene. came. hither. a. Father, on whofe. Neck is the yoke of the Law 
of Chrif, by Name Peter Pays of the Houfe of Fefus, and brought us 
particular News, of your Holineffes Labouring to take away Sin, even te- 
the Effujion of year Blood. ‘The Eternal God, who is the Head, carry 


iron tothe End. And having heard thefe News, that your Holinefs 


always walks in the way of Truth, we rejoycd, and were well pleasd 


Praised be God, who has given us a, good Shepard to keep the Flocks 


with Holine(s, and judge the. Poor in Trath. Healfo told us, that 
you affited Chrifians.in all that isneceffary, giving them Strength, and 
fulfiling iheir Depres, following that of S. Paul in his Epiftle to they 
Galatians, As we have therefore Opportunity, let us do good 
untoall-Men, efpecialy unto them, who.are of. the Houfehold of. 


Faith. And therefore 


your Holinefs chiefly affijts Chriftian Rings in all 


Things. Therefore, [ince God has given us the Empire of our Foree 
fathers, we defire to entertain Amity with your Holine{s, and with our 


Brother, Don Phillip 
more lating, we dejfire 


, King of Spain 5 and to the End it may be the 
him tofend ushis Daughter, to be marry d to 


our Son, and with her fome Forces, to afik us, becanfe we have in our 
Country certain Heathen Enemies, call’d Galas. Jf we march again/t 


— thefe, we can nat find 
fall in where we are not 
| we defire him to fend us 


them, for they fly, and. when we return, they 


, like Robbers , and therefore to defroy them, 
| Forces, and all Sorts of Officers, and Fathers to 
- inPrack us, that we maybe all one Hart, and one Body,, and ef ablifh the 


Faith of Chri which was loft among the Gentiles ; fo that Peace, and 


+ 


could not compafs it, b 
Now the Ifland, where 


Love may remain among us. . / 
| My Forefathers defr'd this before, but it did not pleafe God; they 


ecaufe the Turks were in the way, with Power. 


they are, maybe eafily taken ; we therefore intreat 


your Holinefs to prefs oar Brother to perform what we ask of bim; and 


| that immediately, without any Delay. We write this briefly to your 


Holinefs, as knowing you will fulfil osr Defrres. Moreover let the Fa- 
thers shat come be Virtnous, and Learned; that they may teach us whar - 


isreqnifie for osr Souls. Few Words to the Wife. 


This 
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c H ER E was one Za Selajfe, a mifchievous Villian, who had 
za T been banifh’d to Narea, the remotelt Kingdom of Ethiopia, 
by the late Emperor Facob, for confpiring, and taking up Arms 


Traitor. 


Confp'ers 


with others. and then from Facob, to reftore it to Za Danguil, only for his own 
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This Letter has been inferted entire, asit is exactly tranflated, 
to {how the Stile ofthat Nation. The other Letter to King Phillip 
the 2d of Spain, was ofthe fame Form, and the Purport of it was 
to ask Men, and his Daughter to Marry this Emperor’sSon. The 
Father having receiv’d thefe Letters, withdrew immediately to 
find out a proper Perfon to fend them by. Among the many Fa- 
vours the Emperor did the Father, he order’d him 300 Ounces of 
Gold, which be abfolutely refus’d to accept of, and only defird 
Land to build a Church,which the Emperor granted, 


ee 


` 


Cuar XI. 


The great Men confpire againftthe Emperor Za Danguil, 


what Method he took ; fights the Rebels, and is- 
kill'd 5 four other Fathers arrive in Ethiopia, Soci- _ 


nios proclaim'd Emperor, takes the Name of Sultan 
Sugued ; the Behaviour of the Traitor Za Selaffe. 


`i 


againft him; but Fortune changing, Facob was banifh’d to Wa- 


rea, and Za pedali through the Interceffion of Friends brought to- 
mperor Za Danguil, who made him Yume, or — 
vernour_of the Kingdom of Dambea, and Parts adjacent, For 
all which Favours he prov’d-fo ungrateful, that within a few 
Months he rebell’d againft that Soveregin, who had fo highly fa- — 
vour'd him. This bafe Wretch, took Occafion to rebel, becaufe 


Court, by the 


he faw others in greater Favour with the Emperor than himfelf, 


as alfo on account of his favouring the Portuguefes, and the Ca- 
tholick Religion. He therefore refolv’d to reftore the Crown to the _ 


Emperor Facob, finding thofe very People, who had before rejected, 
now well affected towards him, only through their own natural 


Levity and Inconftancy. He imparted his Defignto Ras Arha- 
natens, then the greatelt Manin Ethiopia, next the Emperor, who 


had before taken the Crown of Za Danguil, to give it to Jacob, 


private Intereft, as was faid above. This Arhanatens was envious 
of 
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of the Favour the Emperor fhow’d to Laca Mariam, and therefore againf the 
approv'd of Sela/fe’s, Projest. TheConfpiracy having two {uch Emperor, 
Heads, one the wickedeft, and the other the richeft Man in Erki- 
opia, was {oon efpous'd by many others, offended at the Emperors 
favouring the Catholick Religion, and Se/a/fe taking that for a Pres 
tence to his Villany. 
Thefe Praétcies could not be long unknown to the Emperor, who 
tho’ he fear'd Raz Athantaus, durft not proceed to Extremities 
without fuller Proofs, and therefore diflembled till he found that 
Za Selaffe was the Prime Incendiary, who had already fird 
` feyeral great Men, and therefore it was neceflary to apply ípeedy 
Remedy. To this Purpofehe call’d together his Troops, and the 
firftamong them the Portugnefes, being then about 200 Men, able 
to bear Arms, with their Captain Fobn Gabriel, giving outthat he Whois 3 or- : 
would march againtt the Galas. The Danger prefling, he mov’d Jaken by 
his Camp, and march’d towards Nanina, in the Kingdom ofany. 
Gojam, thinking in that ttrong Country he might fecure the Trai- 
torsthat wereabout him, unlefs they ftay’d behind, knowing it 
was better to have open Enemies,'than Traitorsin his Bofom. They 
underftood his Defign, and therefore the 2d Day as the Emperor 
pafs'd a great River, Raz Apbanateus {tay’d behind, with 300 
Soldiers of his ufual Retinue. onael, another notable Perfon, and 
great Commander did the fame,andtheInfectionhad {o far prevail’d, 
that every Days Journey fome great Men forfook him, and then 
their Followers, for very few worfhip the fettiog Sun, The Trai 
~ The Emperor having receiv’d a Reinforcement of about 200 Men ‘y I tink 
from the Neibouring Country, and being a Man of undaunted inka A 
Courage, halted back, in Hopes of taking Raz A:hanatens before pure 
he pafsd the Wile; but he having {till Friends in the Army, they 
gave him timely Notice, and heefcap'd. The Emperor continu’d 
about the JVile till he had gather’d 10020 Men, and refolv’d with 
that Force to go meet the Enemy, who had a much greater Army ;. 
notwithftanding John Gabriel, the Captain of the Portugusfec, a 
brave, and experiencd Man, Jabour’d all he could to perfwade 
him to delay Time, fince his Forces daily increas’d. À 
— Za Selaffeat this Time rang'd about likea Fury, ftiring up the The Abuna 
People to Rebellion, telling them Facob was at Hand, witha e”coarag s= 
powerfull Army, and had the Right to the Empire, fince he held Relellion. 
it 7 Years, and that Za Dangsil did not deferve it, for having for- 
| faken the Faith of hisForefathers,and ought therefore to be fhun’d 
| as an excommunicated Perfon, and to be kill’d asa Moor. To 
© crownthe Work, he went to the Abana Peter, and perfwaded him 
to abfolve them from their Oath of Allegiance to Za Danguil, 
aN “aH which 


























The Emperor 





























































G 


wr 


y pal, 


FD N 





The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 


which he did, and then they all thought themfelvs futticiently 
authoriz'd to wage War on their Sovereign. 

The Emperor in a few Days march came to Varcha, a large 
Plain, almoft in the mid{t of the Kingdom of Dambea, near which 
the Rebels lay encamp’d, and prefently-the Noite of Kettle Drums 
and Shouts of the Soldiers were heard; the Traitor Za Selaffe be- 
ing fenfible, that the belt way was to fight immediately, as fear- 
ing that many of his‘Men would go over to the Emperor by 
Night. The Captain of the Portuguefes for the fame Reafon ad- 
visd to put off the Battel; but Za Danguil could not endure to. , 
be brav’d by the Rebels, and confided in the Juftice of his Caufe, 
Tn fine, he rang’d his Army, placing the Portuguefes on the Right, 
with fome of bis own Men, becaufe there were but 200 of them, 
and ftay’d himfelt‘on the Left. It was the 13th of Oéfober 1604, 
when thefe two Armies engag’d, and the Portuguefes falling on 
with the utmoft Pury, the Ethiopians not able to itand the Shock 
fled, whom they purfu’d, killing great Numbers, till obferving 
they were too far advanc'd they drew back. The Emperor was 
not fo Fortunate on his Wing, tho’ he behav’d himfelf like a¥ h 
Lyon, bearing down all before him; but 60 of his Horfe defert- | 
ing to the Enemy, others folloygd their Example, and many 
more quite daunted at that Treadhery, withdrew themfelves to- | 
fee the Event of the Battel. Only fome brave Men of Note, and 
faithful Servants {tuck clofe by their Sovereign, and-his Favourite 
Laca Mariam was flain by hisSide, The Traitor Za Selaffe {eeing 
one of his Wings routed by the Portuguefes, and fearing to be to- ! 
tally overthrown if they fhould return, charg’d the Imperialifts 
with fuch Vigour, that he oblig’d thofe few who ftood to retire. 
fn this Confufion one Humardin, of a Moorih Race, who fery’d 
among the Rebels, coming up with the Emperor, gave him fuch 
a {troke with his Launce on the Neck, that he fell down defpe- ! 
rately wounded. He ftarted up, and defended himfelf bravely, * 
with bis Sword, and kept them all off that farrounded hint, | 
till the Villain Za Selaffe came up with his Launce-couch’d, and 
wounded him on the Face, and then all the reft falling on kill’d 
him. His Death put an end to the Strife, which was maintain’d 
only for his fake. 

The Dead Body was {tripp’d by the Soldiers, and fome Perfons 
out of Refpect having cover’d it with a Cloth, the Mifcreant 
Za Selaffe order’d it to be taken away. Thus ended that brave | 
Emperor Za Danguil, whofe Body even his Enemies attelted caft _ 
forth a {weet Odour three Days after it was Dead, when it was 
carry to be bury’d in a little Church clofe by. Ten Years after 
the Emperer Saltan Segued, his-Coufin, tranflated it with great 


Pomp 
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Pomp to a Monaftery call’d Daga, in the Lake of Dawbea, the Bu- 
rial Place of many Emperors; and even then itis attelted by 
Witnefles above Reproach, that the Body was as perfect and en- 
tire as when firit kill’d, without any Art us’d to it, or Embalm- 
ing. His Death was univerfally. lamented, for he was entirely 
belov’d, and the Ethiopians in their Hiftorics call him The Chofen, 
and fent by God Za Danguil. 

Let us now give an Accoun 
ny. Fernandez, a Portuguese, 





t of the two new Comers, F, 41:0-- 
















OOE E EED 


and F. Francis Antony de Angelis, 4 How 2 more 


Neapolitan, 


_ the way we 


and how they came into Erhiopia. “hele two were Jefuits gor 


at firlt defign'd to have come with F. Pays, but he having found jyto Ethi- 


have mention’d above, they ttay’d behind at Dis till opia. 















another Opportunity. Alt things fell out as was defir’d; for 
they receiv'd Letters from F. Peter Pays after his Arrival in Ethi« 
opia, and Mahomet Aga, another Servant of the Bafa of Adaxua, 
came to Dis, encouragd by the Favour Razuam Aga had. 
found there before. The Fathers got acquainted with this 4g4, 
and did him fo many Courtefies with the Governor and Cultom- 
| houfe Officers, that he promis’d to carry them both fafe into Erhi- 
opia, They imbark’d with him aboard a Ship bound directly for 
| Suaghem, on the 24th of March 1604, and arriv’d at the aforefaid 
Port, where they were kindly receiv’d by the Bafa, upon Infor- 
mation of the Favours done to his Servant on their Account. He 
| gave each of them a Brocard Velt, which is the greatelt Honour 
they can doany Man. Next he fitted out a Gelwa, being a {mall 
‘Veffel usd in the Red Sea, and feut his Sieward with them, gi- 
ving him Orders to conduct them to Mazua, and furnifh Horfes 
and a Guard for their Paflage to fome Place of fafety in Ethiopia. 
A Storm having difabled their Veffel, and forc’d them back to 
| Suaghem, the Baffa fitted out another, which carry’d them to 
| Maxaa, where they were well entertain’d by the Qxequea,or Com- 
mander of that Hland and 4rgzico, and furnifh’d witha Guard 
till they were met by the Portuguefes of Fremsna, to whom notice 
“had been {ent of their coming. They came to that Place on the 
13th of Faly 1604, where the Portuguefes and other Catholicks 
receiv’ d them with fingular Joy and Affection, 

_ The following Winter, whilltthe 3 Fathers were fill at Fremec- 
na, two others arriv’d there from Dis. 
Place with anot 














Bafa being Dead, and his Succeflor a moft bloody covetous Vil- 
| Jain. However, they appeas'd him for the prefent with rich Gifts, 
fo that he caus’d them to be conducted into Ethiopia, as the others 


| had been. Yet foon repenting, ji after to ftop them, and feize 
all 

















































They came_from that 7; . 

; wo others 
her Servant of the fame Bafa of Suaghem, DUE efrape nar- 
were in great Danger when they artivd ‘at that Place, the faid powy, 
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Socinios his 
Defeent. 


Lr ives to 
the Lhroxe. 


all they had, but it pleas'd God his Meflenger came too late. The | 


Captain of the Ship that brought them was not fo Fortunate, 


for the Inhuman Bafa laid fome forg’d Crime to his Charge, for. | 
which he cut off his Head, and feiz’d the Ship and Cargo, Nog. | 


fo fatisfy’d, he privately murther’d two Venetians that came in the 
fame Ship, and took poffefion of all their Effects. He 


Tt will be proper here to give an Account how the Emperor’ i 


a |, 


Socinios came tothe Crown. The Emperor Onag Segued, whom 


.we commonly call David, had three Sons, the firlt Glaudios or | 
Claudius, who fucceeded him in the Empire, as we have mentiona K 


above: The fecond was Prince Facob, who dy’d before his Bro- 
ther, leaving two Sons, the one call’d Tafearo, and the other Fa- 


ciladas, ‘David's third Son. was Minas, who fuccceded his Bros || 
ther Glaadios, and was call’d Adamas Segued, of whom we have | 
fpoken, and he had Four Sons, Serza Danguil, who, fucceeded’ |) 
him in the Empire, and was call’d Malac Segued, Aguieter, A= | 


bale, and Lefana Chrifos, and Za Danguil lit fpoken of was Son, 
to the lat of them. Yafcaro, Son to Prince Jacob, revolted again{t 


his Uncle Minas, or Adamas Segued, and being routed and taken” 


was calt headlong from a high Rock. Faciladas liv’d many Years | 
poffefs'd of confiderable Lands in the Kingdom of Gojam, and ` 


was at laft kil’d fighting again{t the Galas. Socinios we now 
fpeak of was Son to this Faciladas, and had {pent his firft Youths 
fal Years in great Adverfity, yet always with a Refolution above 
his Fortune. i Painii: 

He had been fome time up in Arms, without afpiring to the 
Empire, to oblige thofe in Command to give him his Fathers 
lands, which they poffefs’d ; but when he found the Throne 
Vacant by the Death of his Kinfman Za Daaguil, and that Facob 
before rejected, as being.a Baltard to Malac Segued, was very re- 
mote in the Kingdom of Narea, he began to entertain Thoughts 
of obtaining the Empire, which Fortune now offerd him. Be- 































< e 


z< 













—— = 











Sey Se Se Se 


Ss 














fides, he was very well attended by many brave Men, who hadi 


follow’d him in all his Wars, and encouraged him to lay hold 
of this favourable Opportunity, fince he had the beft Title to the. 
Crown, and they would Sacrifice their Lives to fet it on his 


Head, Socinios approving of their Advice, and refolving to lofe . 


no Time, fent immediately a Man of Quality call’d Bella Chrifros, 
from the Kingdom of Amara, where he then was, to Ras Atha- 


natens, the Viceroy of Gojam, defiring he would afit him with 


bis Forces. He ftay’d not for an Anfwer, but pafling the Nile. 
enter’d that Kingdom of Gojam, and fent again to Athanateus to 


come and meet him. He not knowing which way to avoid ite 


or what Party to take, came and joyn’d him with all his Troops, 


by 


























































a 
by whom, and thofe he had before Socinios, was faluted Emperor, 
py the Name of Sultan Segued. CRF 

‘He fent next to Za Selaffe, as the Prime Contriver of all the 
Rebellion, to come to meet him, fince he was admitted to the 
Throne of his Fore-fathers ; who after confulting with his Afloci- 
ates, feturn’difor Anfwer, that they thought the Crown Delong’d 
to Facob, as haying been once pofleís’d of it, yetif he came not 
by Fane they would admit him. Socinior not liking this Anfwer, 
fent again a Nobleman and a Monk, with a Letter, importing, 
That fince he had been once proclaim’d, he would never refign 
the Empire to Facob, nor to his own Father, if he fhould come 
to Lifeagain. Za Selaife curd the Meflengers, and march’d 
with his whole Army to Gozam, to deliver his Anfwer with Sword 
in Hand; but Socinios retir’d into the Kingdom of Amara, being 
then Sick, as alfo to gain Time, hoping many would come over 
to him, and he might end the Quarrel without Bloodfhed, The 
Summer of 1605 was now almolt {pent, and Facob came not from 
Narea, nor any News of him, whereupon the Great Men per- 
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- fwaded Za Selaffe not to lofe Time, but rather to own Socinios. 
He, fearing to be forfaken by them, comply'd, and fent to invite The Traitor 
and acknowledge him as Emperor. _ Socinios {ent a Monk to ad- Za Selaffe 
minilter to them the Oath of Fidelity, and excommunicate fuch fubmits to 
as fhould refufe to take it, whichis the greateft Tye among him. 


them. They all fwore, and proclaim’d Socinios, Ten of them 
fetting out immediately, and meeting him in Begameder, whither 
he was already advancd, congratulating his Acceffion to the 
Crown, and protelting to ftand by him againft all Pretenders, 


and even Facob himfelf by Name, fhould he then come from 


Narea, How well they kept their Promife we fhall fee in the 


next Chapter. 
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C u Ap XII. 


Socinios forfakes by the Abyflines, snd- Jacob em- 
thron’d, be moves to fight Socinios, and is defertea 
by the Traitor Za Selafle; Jacob is kill’d, Soci- 
vios Emperor, his Charatter ; the end of Za Se 
laffe, avd Ras Athanateus.,; the Emperor's Affection 
to the Fathers, 


{a8 
t 


W HILST thofe Great Men above mention’d were in the King- 

dom of Begameder, doing Homage ‘to Socinios, im the behalf 
of Za Selafe, News was brought him that Facob was near Dam- 
bea, with Orders to go meet him. The Traitor believing there 


was more to be got by Facob than by Socinios, without any Re 


gard to the Oath he had jult taken, went ‘immediately to meet 
and own the former, being follow’d by all the Army, and others. 
he had bred to’ his Beck. At the fame time he writ privately to 





7 


thofe he had fent to Socinios, bidding, them get away as faltas 


they could, becaufe his Mind was alter’d ; which they did fo flily, . 


that Secisies could only take two of them, who paid for all the 
Ret, That Emperor finding himfelf too weak to call Za Selaffe 
to an Account for his Perjury, and Facob tor his Ufurpation, re~. 
tired again into the Kingdom of Amara, till a more favourable 
Conjunéture, s T 


Great was the Joy with which the new Emperor Facob was res 


cawd by the Army, and all other People, as if they had only 


claind Em- defir’d to fee fuch Changes every Day. Za Sélaffe was made Go- 


fer ers 


Jacob offers 
to compound 
with Soci= 
nlos. | 


vernor General, and asit were the Emperor’s General. Ras Atha= | 


mateus hearing what had happen’d, came in with his Forces: 


Jacok however contidering the Inftability of human Felicities, - 
would have compounded with Socinios, offering him the King- 
doms of Amara, Oleac and Xaoa, with all-the Lands his Father 


erjoy’d, provided he would quit his Claim to the Empire. Soci- 
aios anfwerd, That God had plac’d him on the Throne, and 
therefore he would have allor none. Faced hearing this refolute 


Anf{wer, and finding himfelf very {trong, march’d immediately 
towards Socinzos, or Sultan Segued; for by this Name we mult call 


him, and ¢ncamp’d clofe by him, He obferying what a Multi- 


tude — 
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tude follow’d his Competitor, thought it belt to draw back for 
the prefent, ‘till a better Opportunity. j 
When Facob march’d again{t Sultan Segued the Traitor Za Selaffe 

was not withhim,for that tricking haughtyKnave could not endure ; 
te feeany Man above-himfelf, and was willing to try which fide 
was like to have the better, before he would efpoufe either ; but 76% 
all his wicked Policy ayail’d him not, for he fell into a Snare ‘4 
he Jictie imagin’d, which was thus: Sultan Segued being inform’d 
by his Spies, that Z4 Selaffe was marching fecurely at a diftance 
from Facob, layin Ambuth for him in a Bottom by which he was 
to pais, call’d Monta Defer, where he attack’d him fo unexpected- 
‘ly, and with fach Bravery, that he entirely routed his Forces, kil- 
ling a great Number and taking many Prifoners ; fo that Za Se- 
laff: himfelf narrowly efcap'd with very few Attendants, and 
leaving behind all his Army and Treafuree ‘Thus he came much 
dejected to the Emperor Facob’s Camp, who receiv'd- him with an 
uneafy Countenance, either becaufe he knew why he had ftay’d 
behind, or that he was troubled for the lofs of fo many Men, and 
Jook’d upon it as an ill Omen of his future Suceels, Za Selaffe, 
who could not brook being flighted by any Man, being a falfe Who 











he would come over, to him, and follow’d the Letter himfelf, 


meeting him in the Kingdom of Gojam, of which Facob had made 


- him Viceroy» ; 

The Emperor Jasob was much troubled at the Lofs of fo great 

a Man, and fearing that others might follow him, refolv’dto give Jac 
_ Battel,as foon. as pofhible. To this end he March’d up and incamp- 47 
- ed in Sight of his Enemy, but the Ground being Marthy, he 
| gecarup'd, and mov'd {till in Sight of him te Debra Zeyte, whence 
after halting awhile he advanced toa Valley near the Banks of Ze- 
bert. Sultan Segueds like another Fabius Maximus, kept along the 
| Mountains, and high Grounds, watching all Opportunities. At 
| dengthon Saturday Morning, being the 10th of March 1607 -Sul- 
tan Segued s- Army moving from the Place, where they had lin 
that Night, the Enemy, who were reckoned Thirty to one, believing 
they had, fled, purfu’d them with great Shouts. Sultan Segued 
had no Thoughts. of fighting that Day, ‘butobferv ing how his 
“Adverfaries came on, he encouragd his ‘Troops with Promife of 
Rewards, and of fharing with them in the Danger, and then ted 
| them on. His Men were fo animated with -his Words, and Ex- 
ample,that coming down the Hills, like an Tmpetuous Torrent, 
| phiey gave Jacob's, Army fuch a Charge, that -the Ethiopian, Hilto- 
| ian Ting,» AJS “the Enemies fell down, betore his Face, hint 

ba BES ney CV OOE med gavel en eqidllicl! owas’ 
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Socinios 


ts Za Se- 


fle; 


revolts 


- Villain, prefently forgot to what a Pitch Fach had rais’d him, +0 Aim from 
and without further delay, writ privately 10 Sultan Segned, that Jacob. 


ob rosted 


d kill'd. 
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wither’d Leaves doin Autumn beforethe Wind. Facob himfelf 
was born down. in the Hurly Burly, no Man being able to boaft 
that he had kill’d him. , There alfo dyd their Abuna Peter, who 
had taken that Side, the Perfon that flew him, alledeing for his 
Excute, that he thought he had kill’d a Turk. . Thus ended:the un- 
fortunate Jacob, twice raisd to the Throne, the firt Time to b 
sept to Banithment, and the. 2d to quitit with his Life.. 3 





Many kild Sultan Segaed being inform’d cf his Death, immediatly 
falling from Orderd the Purfuit to ceafe, to Spare the Multitude; yet Fear had 


Precipees. 


Socinios, or 


fo poffefs’d the routed Army, that there was no {topping their 
Flight, which they continu’d inthe Night, many of them in the 
dark falling headlong from the Rocks. The next Day 600 Horfe 
were. found, dafh’d in Pieces, at the Foot ofa Rock an hundred 
yards high, and more dy’d this Way, than by the Sword. F. 
Emanuel a’ Almeyda affirms, that one Emanuel Gonzalves, a Portu- 
guefe, who was livingin his Days, told him, That he flying among 
the Relt, his Horfe tooka leap off one of thofe Rocks,and he feeing 
the defperate fall, let go bis Bridle, and took falt hold of the 
Branch of a Tree, by which he hung, whilft the Horfe falling, 
was dafh’d in Pieces. He {pent the Night on the Tree, and the 


next Morning having view'd the Dang-r he efcap’d, came down — 


fate, Ras Athanateas, whoashas been faid, had joyn’d Facob, got 
off, and took Sanctuary in the Monaltery of Dima , and was af- 
terwards pardon’d, the Finperors Brother Ras Sela Ghriffos, and 
others interceding for kim. All the reit that efcap’d were forgi- 
ven, and reftor’d theirEmployments tothem. Only one Mahardin, 
of Afoorifh Race, pay’d forall, his Head being Aruck off, becanfe 
he was the fir{t that wounded-the late Emperor Za Danguil with 


his Lance, in the Battle where he was‘kill’d, Of the Viétorsionly f 
three were kill’d. Some Portugaefe’s were alfo flain, who had. 


fided with Jacob, and gaye him great Aflurance ofSuccefs. 
Sultan Segued gaind more Reputation by his Clemency after the 


Sultan Segu- Victory, than he had done by his Valourin the Battel; and that 


ed reffor'd. 


purchas’d him. the Affection of all his Enemies, who-came in to 
{ubmit themfelves to him. He was 33 Years of Age, ‘very gene 


teel, and well (hap‘d, long vifag’d but proportionable, his Head — 
dread, his Eyes of a Hazle Colour, f{parkling,and very amiable, 
fo that he feem’d to oblige all Men with his Looks, his Nofe 
tharp, his Lipsthin, his Beard black, and broad, his Stature a- 
-bove the Middle Size, well{et, and brawny, and only his Taw- 
ny Complexion (howd him not to be an Exropean. He wasan — 
~ excellent Horfe-Man, brave, refolute, {harp witted, well read in 

the Ethiopian Books, defereet, Courteous, Bountifull, Martial, 
` enurdto Hardthip, as having been above ten Years continually 


in 
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in Arms, without one Days Intermrffton-- He relied threz Days 


after his Victory in the Field of Battel; rejoicing, dividing the, 


Booty with wonderfull Generolity, rewarding the Soldiers who 
had fignaliz’d. themfelves, and endeavouring to pleate all Men. 
This done he fet forward for Coga, a Place betwixt Dambea, and 
Beganieder, where Facob usd to keep bis Court. 


- The Mifchievous Traitor Za Selaffe, wasmeanly born, and had a ity or 
fery’d ome Men:of Quality, by: whom for his ready Wit, and gS UE i. 


and Succeflor Jacob: held him in great Eiteein on Account of” his 
Readinefs in Difpatch of Bufinefs, giving him many Landsand 


` preferring him in the Army, till he came to be General. Yet 


the ungrateful Wretch rebell’d againft his BentfiGor, as has been 
faid, and was by him therefore banifh’d to Warea: The Empe- 
ror Za Danguil recall'd, and rais’d him'again,and be-again rofe up 
in Arms, and was the Death of that Prince, reftoring Jacob, who 
in-Requital made him Viceroy of Gojam, with the Title ot Behet 
Oaded, which isas much as the Emperors Vicar, or Lieutenant, 
throughout all his Dominions, to requite all which Favours, he a- 
gain betray’d Facob, going over to Sultan Segued. This Montter 
had more Mifcniefin his Head againit the lalt mention’d Emperor, 


` but his Reward was now at Hand, for, contrary to his Natural 
- Sagacity, he Jet flip fome Words, which were. his. Ruin, faying,. 


Some wife Men had foretold, that be was to kill three Kings, and 
he had deltroy'dtwo already. Thefe Words were perfently car- 
ty d to Sultan Segued, whe, tho’ not credulous of Prophecies, was 
unwilling that Za Selafe inould continue to verify them, being 


- fo likely a Man to carry on any wicked Defign. For this teafon 
- hekept Spies upon him continually, and he obferving it, contriv’d 


to get away. from the Court, which the Emperor hearing, he 


| causd him to be fecur’d, and fent to the trong Mountain cald 


Guzman inthe Kingdom cf Gojam. After a Years Tmprifonment 
he made his Efcapeto the Province of Oleca,where gathering fome 
Men, he became a famous Ringleader of Robbers, like the Banditti 
in Faly. After fome Time, he made an Incurfion into the King- 


- dome of Gojam, where he had been Viceroy; there the People ly- 


ing in Ambufh furpriz’d, and kill'd him, fending his Head, {tuck 
tipon a Spear, tothe Emperor, who caus’d it to be fet up betore 
this Palace, forall Men to fee the End of that common Difturber. 


_ Vivacity he was preteri°d tothe Emperor Jfalac Segaed. His Son lanies. 


His deferved 


L Ras Athanatews, who had alfo been fufficiently embroil’d in Re- And of A s 


bellion, went not unrewarded, for the Emperor Sultan Segued, re-thanateus. 


membering his Ambitious Practices took a Diffike to him, and 
- gave away many of his Lands to others of the Royal Family. To 
. forward his Ruin, his Wife, the Daughter of the Emperor Malac 


B Hraj; 


Segued 
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Segued, (hook him off, asis ufual in Ethiopia, and being thus fore 
pice by all People, and even his Wife, heiended bis Lifein a 
very mean Condition, tho’ he had been thegreateft Manin the 
Empire, next the Emperor. 


Country, is done: after this Manner, An Azage, or an Urbar, 
who is a fort of Judge, goes in the Emperor's Name, quite 
round the faid Lands, upon the Borders of them, with the In- 
pertal Waights playing, to call together the People from the Neigh- 
bouring Parts, who never fail upon this Signal, and thefe areto be 
Witnefles tothe Landmarks then plac’d. For the more Surety 
thereare Goats kill’d in feveral Places, and their Heads bury’d, 
which ferve alfo as Landmarks, and they are feverely punith’d, 
who prefume to remove any of thefe Boundaries. The Lands thus 











Changes, and Revolutions, as may be feen in this Work. 


G H A Pe XIII. 


4 


to the Pope, and King of Spain ; an Impoftor pre- 
tends himfelf to be the Emperor Jacob, and raifes a 
Rebellion he is feveral Times routed ; the Ceremony 
of the Emperor's Coronation. 7 


ak Px 


> (aa 


THE Fefuits had been gone from Court but little above a.Month 
. before the Emperor, miffing their Company, fent to cali them 
to Court, with Orders, becaufe 1t was then Winter,and bad travel- 
ling by Land, that they fhould come by the Lake of Dambea, 


Boats themfelves. In thefe they coafted along, not dearing to 


as 
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Lands given “rhe new Emperor Socinios, granted that the Lands given to | 
Ke Jetuits the Fefuirs fhould be fettled upon them for ever, which inthat | 
or ever. 


given in Ethiopia enjoy great Immunities, and are perpetual; but | 
in fuch Nature as may be expected in a Country {c fubject to. 


The Fathers going to Court are treated by the Emperor ` 
at Dinner, the Defcréption of his Table; he writes 


{ 
| 


They imbark’d in Tancoas, which are very little Boats made of © 
Tabua being very large Ruthes, before {poken of, as wellas the - 
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venture out, becaufe the leatt Motion of the Water overíets them, ` 
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as dothe River Horfes to devour thofe that are1athem ; and in 


him the next Day. 


Two Tables were plac’d in the Antichamber, a finall one for the 
Emperor, and a larger forthe Fathers, both of them without any 
curious Damask Cloth, or Napkins, or gilt Plate. When Din- 
| ner Time came, a Curtin was drawn betwixt the Emperor’s Ta- 
ble, and that for the Fathers, an inviolable Cuftom in Erhispia, 
‘where no Man fees the Einperor at Dinner, but only two or three 
| Servantsthat Wait. Then came in ten Women, bringing the 
Dinner, they in the fame Drels as thofe who ferve great Ladies, 
being a Sort of Gown of courfe Cotton Cloth, very long and 
wide, girt about witha great Safa, over which the Gown being 
| drawnup hangs in large Folds. Tuefe Women bring two cr three 
Macobos, which arelike large Table baskets, and very lofty, be- 
caufecover'd with high Lids, like Caps, the whole mad¢of Straw, 
or Rufhes of feveral Colours. In thefe AZacobos, or Baskets, were 
20, or 39 Apas, that is thin Cakes, like our frying Oat Cakes, 
made ot Wheat, Peafe, and their Grain call'd Tef. Thef Apas 
are very large, and thin, at lealt halfa yard Diameter, and fome 
three Quarters. After thefe Women follow’d others,bringing feveral 
Sorts of Pottage, or Broth, in black Earthen Porringers, cover'd 
with Things like Hats, made of fine Straw, the Body of thofe 
‘Hats being very tall, and flender, bur the Brims broad, to 
cover the Porringers, which are alio very wide, but not deep. 

|. The Tableis a round Board, an Ell, or yard and half Diame- 
ter, plac'd on Carpets on the Ground, which they cover all over 


| 


thofe Apas they place the Porringers. And this is all the State of 
the Ethiopian Tables, for they have neither Knife, Fork, nor 
| Spoon, Salt, Pepper Calter or any other Utenfil, And it isto 
beobfery’d, that thofe very 4pas which ferve inftead of Napkins, 
and Difhes, arealfo part ot the Food. When the Barindo, which 
isthe raw Beef, being the greatelt Dainty at the Table, is brought 
‘in, they lay it onthe pas, andthe Emperor of Ethiopia himfelf 
‘takes out alittle Knife he carries about him, and cuts the Becf, 
or has it cut by his Pages, who only wait at Table, without any 
Steward, Controler, Carvers, Cupbearers, or any other es 
j a $ he 





| 





with the Apas, without any other Cloth, or Napkins, and on “° 















































firiking over a finall Creek they werein great Danger from one of iver Horses 
thofe Montters making at them, but efcap’d alinoft miraculoufly tø 
the other Shore, where that Creature left them for want of Water. 
| They arriv’d fafe at Coga, where the Emperor came to receive 
them at the Door of his Apartment and invited them to dine with 


| Wewill here give an Account of the Meannefs of that Princes, 
Table, to compare it with the Grandeur of the Ancient Romans. 


The Empe- 
ror’s Enter- 
tainment. 


Homel; Ser- 
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The fame Pages put the Morfels into his Mouth, which Cultom . 
Great Men is obfery’d, not only by the Emperors, but by all the Great 
fed by others. Men of Ethiopia, who look upon it as tco much Trouble to feed 

themfelves. Nor is this the worlt, for thete Moriels are generally 
of the foftof the Bread, or of the 4pas crumbled inthe Hand, wete 
ted in feveral Liquors and fo Moulded over, as if they were 
kneeding it, and fometimes thefe Morfels are fo big, that they cam. 
{carce be put into the Mouth, and yet they thru{t them in, much 
as we cram Chickens. ; į 
j Thus much as to the Emperors Table, and indeed thofe 

Drinking af- Emperors are much in the night, in not fufferingany Body-to 

ter the Adeal. fee {uch a difagreable way of feeding. Nothing has been hitherto 
{aid of their Wine, becaufe they never drink, whillt they are. [ 
eating ; but when all istaken away, they bring in the Pitchers, - 
and then difcourfe, aslong asthe Liquor lalis; fer as foon as, 
the Liquor is out, they-all flip away, without ‘taking the leat 
Notice cf one another, p -A || 

«in Impoĝor All Countries can produce Inftances of Impoftors, who haye 
reprefents ike taken upon them to reprefent others, in order to raile themfelves,. | 
Empe Jacob.and Ethiopia at this Timeaftorded.one very remarkable. The Em-) 

peror Sultan-Segued repairing to his Court at Cega in the beginning | 
of the Wintdr, 1608, dent his Brother Cella Chrifos, Viceroy into - 
Tygre, and Afa Chriftos his Brother by the Mother's Side into Bega- | 
meder, At thefame Timea poor rafcally Youth durt prelume- 
to feign he wasthe Emperor Facob, kild the Year before, as has. 
been related. Hebeinga crafty contriving Knave, chofe the. pro- | 
perelt- Place for his: Purpofe, which was the Monattery of Bifan, 4 
not far{rom the Port of A¢axaa, on the Mountains, which look. 
upon the Red Sea, the Monks being of the Reform’d Order of, 
Abba Enfateus, and very numerous, as fpreading all about the: 
Counuy, andthe only Curates, inthole Parts. The pretended 
Jacob declar’d himielf to thefe Men, and they, hoping to be fa- 
vour’d by biw, gave out that it had pleas'd God to fend them the 
true Emperor Facob. which the credulous People of Tygre believ=.. 
ing, they flock’d thither to own and fupport him, without exae 
mining any farther. ee “ou a 

Fis Diloui This Impoftor being nothing like the true Facob in Countea- 

Fis D: fznife nance, wore a Scarfeon his Head, which coming down under his 
and Ais, Chin, be f{pread part of it over his Mouth covering the greatet 

Part of his Face, alledging, he did it, becaufe in the Battel he had 
receiv'd a Stroke of aSpear, which beat out his Teeth, and had 
teft a great: Deformitye Many, without farther examining, pi- 
tyd his Misfortune, others brought bim in Mules, and Horfes, — 
and others Arms, hoping to be generoufly rewarded, which he~ 
A was” 
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was not fhort in‘ promifing, as venturing nothing of-his own. 


fhow’d that Piece of a Face, and immediately all that beheld it, 
rais'd a Difmal Cry of Lamentation out of Pity, and gave him all 
they had, Thus the Ethiopians being fond of Novelty flock’d 
to him daily in Throngs, and particularly all fuch as liv’d by 
robbing found in him Protection. 

~ Being now follow’d by a great Multitude, he came down from 
the Mountains of Bifan, towards Debaroa, and having taken a 
little Gold froma Caravan of Natives, beat it out into Plates, 
which he put about his Hat, all the Crown of the Emperors of 











Impoftor’s progrefe, march’d againft him, with what Forces he 
could gather, and tho’ much inferior in Number, his Men being 
difciplin’d, routed him, and he fled to the high Mountains, which 
were clofeby. All the Kingdomof7ygre was now in Confufion, 
and many Bands of Robbers rang’d about; one of which con- 
taining 800 Men, and commanded by the Governor of Asxan 
= whom they call Nebret, defigning to fall upon Fremona, the Vi- 
ceroy halted to fave that Place, whereupon the Robber return’d. 
. ‘The Impottor hearing, that the Viceroy was gone, came down a- 
gain from the Mountains, gatberingin a few Days 25009 arm?d. 
Men, and march’d to plunder Fremona, whence he was infornrd 
the Viceroy had withdrawn. The People of the Town fled, and he 
‘drew near, but underf{tanding that the Viceroy was at Hand, retird 
again into the Mountains. His Men feeing how finall a Number 
follow’d the Viceroy came down, and he falling on vigoroufly 
drove them back again witha mighty Slaughter, which fo dil- 
‘courag’d the Rebel, that he fled again to the Mountains of the 4- 
macens, beyond Debaroa, upon the Sea Coatt. 
‘The Viceroy perceiving he could not take the Rebel, who as 
| -falt ashe lolt any Men, gather’d more, and that all the Kingdom 
“of Tygre, the bettin Ethiopia, was in Confutfion, be writ to his 
Brother the Emperor, acquainting him, that his Prefence was ne- 
“ceflary, for the rectifying of thete Diforders. Sultan Sezued being 
“upon his March, receiv’d Advice, thatthe Gallas, had broke into 
“the Kingdom of Begameder, apaintt whom he. return’d; over- 
“thréw them, and came bick to Gega, where he continu’d eight 
| Days. Inthe mean while a Report was fpread abroad through- 
| Sout Tygre that the Emperor had been routed and kill’d by the Gal- 
“Jas, which put all that Kingdom into an Uproar, The Impottor 
Dyeceiv’d'the fame News, with the Addition that. the Viceroy was 
| nfe and had lefralt his Tents behind him. This incourag’d the 
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Rebel to come down into the Plain, where he was {foon undeceiv- 

















































And the belt was, that whenfoever he wanted any thing, he ' 


Ethiopia, being only a Hat lin'd with Silk, and plated with Gold, Is twice de- 


and Silver. The Viceroy of Tygre Cella Chriffos hearing of the feated, and 
flyes to the 


Mountains, 


Routed 434 
Time. 
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ed, for the Viceroy met, and after a fharp Difpute routed him, 
with greater Slaughter than before yet the Counterfeit Emperor 


x got off again to his Mountains. 


As {oon as the Emperor had fettled his Affairs at Coga, ke fet 
forwards tor Tygre, and pafs’d the Mountain Lamalmon, which 
parts that Kingdom from the Inland of Erhiopia, incamping near 
Aczum, where he refolv’d to be crown’d, as we have faid isthe 

The Emperor Cultom of thofe Princes, being met by the Viceroy, his Brother, 
crown’d. and F, Peter Pays, whom he receiv'd very gracioufly.. On Sunday 
the 23th of March 1609, the Day appointed for the Coronation, 
the Matters of the Ceremonies came, bringing the Ritwal, which 
they read, and expounded to him. Then the Foot drew up being 
about 25000 Men, who march’d before, and after them the Horfe, 
in Number 4590, all in their belt Accoutrements, and laftly 
came the Emperor, withall the Prime Perfons, richly clad, and 
well mounted with Coltly Furniture. He had oma fine Vef of 
Crimfon Damask, and over it a Turhifb Robe of Brocade, like the 
ancient Reman Gowns, the Sleeves freight, but fo long that they 
hung down to the Ground, as would the Velt, and upper Gar- 


ment, if let loofe, the firltof which was girt with a broad Girdle, 


all of Pieces of Gold curioufly wrought, andon his Necka thick 


Chain of Gold which went feveral Times about, hanging down 


on his Breat, and the Ends of it falling deep behind, all which, 
he being a handfome Man, became him very well. 

































About two Musket-fhots from the Church of Aczum, is a large 
Sone all over carv’d with unknown Characters, near to which 


they ufually perform the Ceremony of cutting the Line or Cord, 
mention’d in the firt Book, which is ftretch’d acrofs the way 
Ridicsloas by the Maidens of Sion. There the Emperor alighted, with all 


Ceremonies. bis Court, the Ground was cover’d with large and rich Carpets, — 


the Great Men drew up on both fides, the Maidens fto pd the 
way, crofling it with the Silk Line, up to which the H 


fmiling, as among others was tellify’d by the Captain of the Por- 
taguefes, who was prefent, and to whom the Emperor the Night 


before had faid, He thought that Ceremony impertinent and ridi- 
culous. Being ask’d the third Time, Who he was? He anfwerd, — 
4 am King of Sion, and drawing the Sword he wore cut the Line, 


the Maids then faying, You are truly our King of Sion; and then 


the Air refounded with Acclamations of Joy, Vollies of fmall 
Shot, and the Noife of Trumpets, Kettle Drums, Waights, and 


all other Mufical Inftruments, Near to the Silk Line waited the 


1 mperor — 
‘Went three times, and being ask’d by the Maidens, Who he Was, — 
the firt and fecond time anfwer'd, J am King of Ifrael. The 
Maids reply’d, Thea you are not our King. Then he drew back 


Abuna ` 
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‘Abuna Simon, who came with him for this purpofe from Dambea, 
with all the Clergy, Monks and Debreras, all of them finging 


| Pfalms, and other Songs in their Language. Thence they condu- 


Ged him to the firt Court before the Church, where the Coro- 
nation was perform’d with the ufual Ceremonies. Then the Em- - 
peror went into the Church, where he heard Mafs, and commu- 
nicated, and thence return’d to the Camp with the Crown on 


his Head, They ufe no Scepter in Ethiopia, nor is the Crown The Crown. 


any other than a Hat with broad Brims, lin’d with blue Velvet, 
and cover’d. with Gold and Silver Plates, fhap’d like Flower de 


Luces, and {ome falfe Jewels; for they have no true Stones, nor 
can they be perfwaded they fhould be of fuch value among 
us. i 


Cuap. XIV. 


The Emperor returns out of Tigre ; the Viceroy Defeats - 


the Impoftor’s Forces; he is taken and beheaded; F.°. 
Peter Pays obtains the Emperor’s Pardon for feveral . 
- Rebels. 


T HE Fame of the Solemnity of the Emperor’s Coronation be- 


ing fpread Abroad, could not but mortify the Impoftor and 


his Followers, who bad thought him Dead 5 yet the Emperor Tiyo other 
_ was not willing to leave him fo, for hearing he skulk’d on the Rebels cat off. 


Mountains about Debaroa, he march’d thither after him. Before 


he moy’d he fent his Brother Ras Cella Chriffos to Dambea, againtt 


two other Rebels that were raifing Troubles there, one of whom 
he kild in the Field, and fent the other Prifoner to the Emperor, 


who caus’d bis Head to be {truck oft. In his way he vifited the = 
- Fathers Houfe at Fremona, and gave them the value of 300 Pieces ~. 
of Eight, leaving the buna Siman there to be inftructed in the - 
-Catholick Faith. As {foon as the Rebel was inform’d of the Em- - 

_peror’s Approach, not being able to withftand him, he difmifs'd 
-what Forces he had, and hid himfelf in the Mountains of Broa 


and being perfectly acquainted with them, found there a very 
private Cave, in which he lay concealed with only 4 Servants, 
W l tY and 








The Inepoftor 
in a Cave. 
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and fuch was his Precipitation, that he had not leifure to lay in 
any other Store befides a few Goats, to live upon their Milk. This 
Contrivance {o far avail’d him, that tho’ the Emperor afcended 
the Mountains, and employ’d all bis Army in fearching every | 
Hole and Corner, he could never find him ont. Hereupon, the | 
Winter drawing near, the Emperor fet forward for Dambea, ta- | 
king with him his Brother Aas Cella Chriffos, who was return’d to |; 
him after fubduing the Rebels above mention’d, and teaving in | 
his Place as Viceroy of Tigre, a Nobleman of fingular Wifdom 
and Valour, call’d Aafala Chrijfos, with particular Charge to pùt- | 
{ue the Impoltor to Death; and this done came hiimfelf to Coga on | 
the 7th of Fuly 1609. -< aj 
Defeat of The new Viceroy Anfala Chrifkos, left no Stone unturn’d for | 
another Rebel. finding out of the pretended Facob, but he kept fo clofe that all |; 
prov’d in vain. Ip the mean while he happen’d to fall Sick, and | 
Jay encamp'd near Frémona, with a-very-tmall number of Men, | 
which a Man of Quality of the Houfe of Sire, whofe Name. was | 
Sabat Ab, who liyd like an Outlaw, and fided with the falfe | 
Jacob, underltanding, he gather’d 1500 Robbers, thinking to fur- 
prize and murther the Viceroy at Guelguel where he lay. He 
march’d in order to it all Night, and had certainly fucceeded, | 
but that one of his Men {tole away, and taking the fhorter Cur, | 
gave the Viceroy timely Intelligence. Thofe few. Men the Vice- 
roy had were drawn our under the Shelter of the Houfes, that 
they might not be feen by the Enemy, who entring the Place 
without the leait Apprchenfion, were receiv’d witha Volley of — 
Shot, which fo terrify and daunted them, being altogether uns | 

prepar'd fog Fight, that moft of them fell flat on their Faces at 
the firk Fire, and then ftarting up fled without fighting one {troke, _ 

the Viceroys Men purfuing them with great Slaughter, and ye- 

turning with 17 Prifoners. ree a 

This Succefs feem’d to Cure the Viceroy, who prefently drew 

He is taken near the Mountains where the Impotior skulk’d, who knowing 
and executed him to be an active Difcreet Man, durit not trutt to thofe Falt- 
neffes, and therefore went away to Bora, another Mountainous 
Part of the Country, where there were two Great Men relatedito 

the late Emperor Facob, who whilft they thought him to be the 

Man he gave out, promis’ to ftand by him with:their Lives and 

Fortunes. He repaird to them with only 600° Men, and was 
affectionately recetv'd, believing him to be what he profefsd; but 
they being perfectly well acquainted with the true Facob, could - 

not be Impos’d upon. by this Cheat, tho’ he fhow’d them but a 
~ fmall part of his Pace. “ They prefently agreed to fecuré him, and 
difcover his Face; but he fufpeCing it, Hed with his 600 Men, 
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and they furrounded the Mountain fearching every lurking Place, — 
where many of his Followers were kill’d, and at length the Im- 
poktor himfelf was taken, his Muffler pulld off, and it appeard 
that he had not the lealt Scar or Hurtin his Face. Thus was he 
: expos’d to all-Perfons.thereabouts, and.then his.Head cut off, 








x y 


w thofe two Noblkmen fentto the Emperor, and he order’d 
itto -be carry'd throughout the Kingdom of Tygre, that all Men 
might fee by whom they had been deluded. _. Thofe that 

This Sight {oon pacify’ all that Kingdom, the People readily deliver’d him 
fubmitting to the true Emperor, who punith’d fome few, but fue for Par- 
pardon’d many more. Amada Guerguis, one of thofe two Bro- don. 

thers who had kild the Impoltor, came to the Viceroy, intreat- 

| ing him-to interce ‘e with the Emperor to.Pardom.them, tor ha- 

ving at firk fided with the counterfeit Jacob, alledging the Merit 

of taking him off; for {till they were guilty of bigh Treafon, be- 

caufe they took Part with him, as long as they thought he was 

ag Facob, tho’ they fell off when they found him to be a 

Cheat. 3 a 


The end of the fecond Book, 
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CHape. I | $ 


The Emperor's Brother Ras Cella Chriftos converted; 
the Emperor contrives to fend an Embaffador to Pora 
tugal avd Rome; he fets out with one of the Fathers 
for Narea, their Fourney thither 5 an Account of that ` 
Kingdom, and their Reception there. . jë 











W E begin this Third Book with the Year 1610. Itisufaal ` 


- 


in Ethiopia for the Emperors to remove their Court, leae | 

ving nothing behind them but the bare Fields, or Moun- 

tains, on which they encamp’d, becaufe, as his been faid, all the | 

Houtes, Churches and Palaces there are built with Poles, Bambooe 

Canes and Straw, or at belt with Stone, Clay or Mud. When | 
they remove, they carry away the Timber and Bamboocs, whee 
erve 
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ferve for Windows, Doors, and Beams, leaving the Straw, 

_ which foon rots, the Clay, which returns to the Earth it came 

| from, and the Stones. Soit was done this Year 1610, when the. 

Emperor left Cefa, and_removd to Deghana, 2 Place near the | 

Lake of Dambea, onthe North Side, and clofe by Gorgorra, where 

the Fathers were fettled. There the Court contini’da Year, and 

movd on Account of Sicknefs to a Peninfula call’d New Gorgorra, 
near the Old, where the Fathers dwelt. Here the Fathers had 

_ frequent Conferences with the Emperorand his Brother Ras Cella 

Chrifos. The Emperor wasa judicious Man, and faw into the 

| Truth-of the Catholick Dogtrine, and therefore contriv’d that his 

| Nobility {hould be prefent, when there were any Difputes about 

| Religion, and they were amazd to fee their Haymanot Abben, 
which is their Bibliotheca Patrum, teach the very fame the Fathers 
defended, concerning the two diftinct Natures in our Saviour, 
finding the contrary only in the Writings of fome Patriarchs of 
Alexandria, wholiv'd after the Heretick Diofcorus. 

In the Year 1612, the Emperor going to Gojam, made his Bro- 
ther Rae Cella Chriffos Viceroy ofthat Kingdom, which wasalmott 
the fameas making him King, becaufe he enjoy’dall the Revenues Ritch 
cfthat Country, and was obey’d like the Emperor himfelf. The hey ys sells 
new Viceroy was affable, and generous, anda great Favourer of ad ig! eas 
the Fathers, and the Portuguefes, well read in all the Ethiopian" 
Books, and therefore lov°d to hear the Difputes between the Fa- 
| thers, and the Native learned Men. At length, they being fully - 
convinced, he not only embraed the Catholick Faith, but pub- - 
_lickly own’dit, and conftantly perfilted in it till his Death. His- 
Reputation, and Intere(t being fo great, the Example he gave: was 
{oon follow’d by moft of his Officers, who were all reconcil’dto 
| the Church. Next the Viceroy order’d a Church, anda Refidence 
“for the Fathers to be built,being that of Collela,the firft in the King- - 
dom of Gojaw, and the third the Fefuits had in Ethiopia, whereof : 
the firft was at Fremonz, in the Kingdom of Tygre, and the 2d at - 
Gorgorra, in that of Dambea. Tothis purpofe he beltow’d good hype 

Lands on the faid Church, and for the Maintenance of the Wi- i A c 
| dows, and Orphansof many Sons of the Portuguefes, who were idis 
| difpers’d about the Empire, and in great Want. 

Inthe Year 1607, when the Emperor Sultan Segued began his 
Reign, F. Pays ate the good Difpofttion there was in him 
towards the Catholick Faith, and how kind he was to the Por-- 
| tuguefess tentan Account to his Catholick Majelty, King Philip the 
2d. That Prince upon the Receipt of this Intelligence writ to- 
| the faid Emperor, congratulating his Acceffion to the Throne, and The Empe- 
exhorting him to proceed in npn he had fo well begun. Suhar See or’s good. 
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gued was highly pleas'd with that Letter, and immediately con- 

triv’d not only to anfwer it, but how to fend an Embaflador to 

India, and Portugal. Many Letters pafs’d between this Emperor, 

the King of Spain, andthe Pope, which are here for Brevity Sake 

emitted, tho’ we could infert them all, the Originals being till 

preferv’d at Lisbon, among the Records, which will verify the 

Truth of what is here deliver’d, but that the inferting of them 

would too much enlarge this Volume, and therefore they are 

pafs‘d byin this Tranflation, tho’ feveral of them are in the Por- 

taguefe Original; and no Queftion to be made.of their being true 

Copies, fince the Author refersto the Place where they may be 

{eens 

In all his Letters, the Emperor prefs’d fora Supply of 1000 

Men to enable him to declare for theSee of Rome, as foreteeing the 

Difficulties that would arifein that Undertaking. Therefore not 
Sendsan  datisfyed with the Letters that went by the way of Mazua, he. |; 
Embajador contriv d to fend an Embaflador of his own, through his Kingdom | 
of Narea, tothe Coalt of Melinde, that he might there imbark for | 
India and thence fail in the Fleet to Portugal. This hethought rhe } 
{afet Method for his Embaffador to elcape falling into the Hands | 
of the Turks, at Adazua, and believing the way from Warea to | 
Melinde to be fhort, and eafy. He acquainted the Fathers with 
his Defign, and the Reafons of it, defiring, for his better Recep- | 
tion, that one of them would gowtthhim. They all offer’d their ~ , 
Service, but the Lot fell upon F, Antony Fernandez, and the Em- } 
peror appointedfor his Embaflador Tacar Egzy, a Perfon of. , 
great Prudence, and Refolution, and very Zealous for the Catho- | 
lick Religion, which he had already embrac’d; his Name of Tecur. | 
Egzy fignifying, beloved of the Lord. Both he, and the Father} 
forefaw the Difficulties, and Impracticablnefs of this Journey, by 
reafon of the length of the unknown Way, among Alors, , 
Turks, Cafres, and other Barbarous Nations, however they prez; 
pard for it, andthe Emperor having deliverd his Letters, and | 
furnifh’d all Neceflaries, they fet out at the Beginning of Mareh i 
1613 from Dambea, to Gojam, with 10 Portuguefes, 4of whom | 
offer’d to attend them to Jadia, andthe other 6 to return from the ) 
Kingdom of Narea. > | 
The Viceroy entertain’d them with fingular AffeCtion,till fome  ; 
) 
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RFs Way to Gallas, and Xates came to him, whom he had fent for, tocon- 
Nara. voy them fafe to Narea, because much of the Way is inhabited 
by thofe two Nations. Thefe being well rewarded, and promis'd 

a greater Recompence upon their bringing News of the Fathers be- 

ing fafe in Warea, they fet out from Ombrama, where the Viceroy 

was incamptd, onthe 15h ef April 1613, taking about 40 Men 
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arm’d with Darts, and Targets, along with them. They were 
foon fenfible of the great Difficulties they thould meet with in 
fuch a tedious, and unfrequentted Journey ; for having travell’d 
two, or three Days Weftward, through the Lands of the Goagas, 
they came to Sinaffa, the Principal Town of the Heathen Gongas, 
and asking there in the Viceroys Name fora Guard to conduct 
them the reft of the Way, as for asthe Nile, they were flatly 
deny’d, which was as good as declaring they would fall upon, 


> rob, and kill them by the Way, and if they found fuch ill En- 


tertainment in the Emperors Dominions, what mult they ex- 
pect from the Adoors, Turktand Cafres, through whole Lands they 
were to pafs. They were oblig’d to fend back one of the Porta- 
guefes that attended the Father, who offer’d to go alone, and ac- 
quaint theViceroy with what had happened, as he did,which much 
troubled the Viceroy,and he fent 3 Commanders withMen to guard 
the Fathers,and punifh the Gongars, Thefe Gongars underltanding, 
thata Meffenger was goneto the Viceroy, prefently gave the 
Guard demanded of them, which in three Days conducted 























them to the Place where they were to pafs the Nile,calVd Adina, Dangerous 
and lies upon the Place where it turns towards the North, -almoft croffing the 
Welt from its Source ; but is there ground very confiderable, and Nile. 


carryes much Water, and was then very boilterous, and difficult 
to pafs over, there being no Bridges, nor Ferries. Every Man 
muft fhift the belt hecan, and they were fain to make a Float of 
Sticks ty’d together with fome Gourds or Calabafbes they had pro- 


~ vided to fupport it; fome young Men fwam before and drew this 


Float, and others fwimming behind thruft it forward, and 
this being a very tediôus Way, they {pent a whole Day ın going 
forward, and backward. | 

~ Hence they travel’d continually due South, till they came to XVa- 
rea about 50 Leagues, efcaping many Dangers from the Galas, and 
other Robbers. Thenext Day they came intoa Country of Cafres, 
who are fubjectto the Emperor, but much more totheir Avarice, 
Thefeiffuing out of their Dens, like wild Beatis, came with their 
Weapons in their Handsto rob them ; but finding fone Oppofi- 
tions and being chare’d in the Emperors Name to defiit, were 
fatisfy’d with a few Stones of Salt, and fome little Muzlin; but 
the Rain falling’ made them hatte back to their Dens, without 
ealling more of their Neighbours, and the Travellers improving 
that favourable Opportunity halted away.. The fame Day their 
Guide, who was to lead them through By-ways, to advoid the 
Cafres, carry’d them through a clofe Wood, very difficult to pafs, 
and then down a Reep Defcent, toa great River cald Maleg, to 
which they cameabout Night, and fecking a Place to ford it the 


| next Day, could find none, which made them ~fufpect lealt the 
Bb 2 


b2 Guide 


Barbarows: 
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Guid defign’dto betray them, as he had done a great Man before, f 
and therefore the Father order’d him to beftri&ly guarded but |i 
well ugd. However they found a Ford, and travel’d more pea- 
ceably on the other fide, being remov’d farther from the Cafres, 
Then they foon enter’d Warea, and went up a trong Mountain, 
where the chief Commander of the Kingdom refided, who receiv'd 
the Father,and the Embaflador very honourably, becaufe they had 
fprecial Recommendations from the Viceroy Ras Cella Chrios, ard 
better {tillfrom a good Prefent they made him. 





Narea King- This Kingdom of Narea, is the mot Southern of allthe Em- 
dom defcrib’d pire of Ethiopia. From Mazsa to Narea they reckon 200 Lea- 
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gues, molt ofthe Way South Welt, that is to Mine, a Town of 
Gojam, where the Nil is crofs’d the 2d Time to go to Narea, and 
thence they go due South, and thus the middle of Dambeais in 13 
Degrees and a halfof North Latitude, Mine in 12, and Narea in 
8. This Kingdom is not fo largeas fome make it, including in it 
the Lands of the Cafres, which lye round about, and run from 
thence towards the Coaft of Adelinde, which is to the South Eaft, 
and thofe that run towards Angola lying Weftfromit, The Trade 
Narea has with thefe Cafres, makes it abound in Gold, which it 
receives of them in exchange for Cloth, Cows, Salt, and_other 
Commodities. That whichis properly call’d Narea, and fubject 
to the Emperor, is not above 30, or 40 Leaguesin Extent. The 
Natives feem to be the beft People in Ethiopia, as is own’d by the 
Abyffines themfelves. They are well fha 'd, their Countenances - 
nothing like Cafres, their Lipsthin, their Nofes fharp, their Col- 
our not very black ; they keep their Word, and are fincere, with- 
out any of the Falfhood, Lyes, and Inventions of the Amaras, | 
The Land yeilds Plenty ofGrain, and feeds Abundance of Cat- | 
tle. Gold is dealt for by Weight, asis usd throughout all Erhi- 








opia; befides they have light Bits of Tron, beatout flat, two Fin- | 


gers broad, and 3in Length, which pafs for Mony. They were 
all formerly’ Heathens; but in the Days of the Emperor Malac 
Segned, about 60 Years before this Time we now {peak of, they 
had embrac’d Chriftianity, with all the Errors of the Abyffines, 
and tillthen no Father of the Society had been there. The Men | 
are brave, and defend their own Country very well, for tho’ the 

Gallas have poffefs’d themf{elves of the greateft Part of Ethiopia, 
and are continually making Incurfions upon them, they have never 
been able to prevail againft the bold Nareas, and this without any 
Affiftance from the Emperor, to whom neverthelefs they pay 
Tribute, rather out of their own innate Loyalty, than that he 
ean compell them to it; becaufe the Emperors Forces can not come 
at them, without marching through the Country of the Gallas ; 


befides — 
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befides that there being always fomein Rebellion nearer the Court, 


he his oblig’d to obferve them. 
| Brom Gonea the Embaflador and Father went to the Court of 


fert, the Gallas having made an Incurfion there fometime before. 
` The followingDays through a Country well cultivated and peopled 
| The Benero receiv d the Father courteoufly enough, tho’ without 
any particular Marks of Honour, and Efteem ; the reafon whereof 
| he foon underftood was, becaufe there was a Schifmatick Monk, 
who was the Abuaas Vicar, and fufpected that the Father-came 
to deprive him of his Dignity, and the Profits of it, which were 
“confiderable. The Father underftanding it, vifited the faid. 
Monk,undeceiv’d him,begg'd he would favour him with his Interet 
in the Viceroy, and with a {mall Prefent,wholly appeas’d hims 
The Benero was not fo eafily reconcild, for he endeavopr’! 
to dive deeper into the Occafion of the Embaflador’s going for 


Kingdom,and in theirWay {ubdue it,and force them to embrace the 
€atholick Religion. Hereupon he advis'd withthe great Men of his 
Court,by whom it was agreed that the Father,and Embaflador,mult 
not be permitted togo the Way they had defign’d which was the 
belt,left the Portuguefes Mould become acquainted with it,and there- 
fore they fhould put them into another, which was farther about, 
and very troublefome, through a Country call’d Balij, This be- 
ing determin’d, after much contefting with the Father, he flatly 
told him, it was in vain to contend, for he fhould not go that 
Way. The Father finding no other Remedy, and being earnelt to 
| proceed, was fain to fubmit, and fay he would go by Baliy. 
Balij is a Kingdom, that formerly was fubject to the Empe, 


that of Adel, being Ealt of Narea, fo that is was going backward, 
and taking a great Compafs to come at the Sea, near Cape Guar- 
_dafay, and about the midit between it, and Cape Adagadoxa, 
: which was almok impracticable. Now to deal plainly, the Wa 

the Father propos‘d through Cafa, was no better than this, becaufe 
proceeding South from Narea there is no coming at the Sea, with- 
„out travelling many hundred Leagues, to the Cape of Good 
Hope, as may appear by all Modern Maps, fo that the whole 
Project had nothing of likelihood. So, foon as the Benero preceiv'd 
the Father condefcended to go by Balij, being fatisty’d no Harm 
could cometo him that Way, as being very remote, he gave him 
| free Leave to depart, and with it about go Crownsin veel to 
| $ : e'p. 






























































the Benero, fo they call the Xam, or Governour of Narea. They qhe p 
came to it in 6 Days, the firit of them through Lands almolt De- Behav 


India and us‘d all means to difcover it ;and tho’ none but the Fae He pats the 
| ther,and the Embaflador were entrufted with the Secret,yct he fu- Embaffador 
| fpected it was to bring Portuguefes,who might came through that out of his Way 





Baly King= 
ror, but now poffefs'd by the Galas, and Moors, bordering on #9%- 









Lhe Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 








help bear his Charges, making many Excufes for the {malnefs of 
the Gift. Then he fent Orders tooneof his Officers to condusit 
the Father fafe, through all his Country; and this Way being 
through the Kingdom of Gixgirs, and one Einbaflador from that 
King being then at his Court, he diipatch’d him fpeedily, recoms |, 
mending to him the Father, and the Embaflador, and detiring he | 
would take them along with him, and fecure them on the Road, | 
which he readily agreed to. 
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The Embaffador, and the Father depart from Narea, | 
for the Kingdom of Gingiro, and pafs the River Zes \ 
bee ; their Reception by that King 5 Defcription of | 
that Kingdom, and the Barbarous Cuftoms of the Peo= | 
ple, Manner of their Electing a King 3 and the Fas | 
thers repalfing the Lebee, =| 

TH E Embaffador, and Father, leaving the Court of Narea, | 

travell'd thence to the Eaftward, and the firit Day came to 
the Place were the Commander refided, who was to convoy them: 

He receiv'd them well at firit, in hopes of fome mighty Prefent ; 

but finding that did not anfwer the ExpeCtation of his Avarice, des 

Progrejtof  tain’d them 8 Days, and then appointed 80 Soldiers to condu@ |` 
the Embalfa- them ta the Frontiers of Warea. They travell’d with this Guard 4 | 
dor and Fa- Days, through a Defert Country, taking long Journies for fear of 
sher.. the Gallas, who make great Inroads that Way, and the 4th 

Day the Nareas departed, leaving the Travellers in much Danger, © 

who fent fome ftill before to difcover, with Directions, if they 

fpy’d any Galas, to make a Signal, that they might hide theme 
felvyesin the Woods. Going down a high Mountain at Noon, the 

Gingiro Embaflador advis'd them, hefore they came to the Bottom 

tofculk in the Wood, till the Evening, and crofs the Plain by | 

Night, becaufe the Gallas. graze their Cattel on it by Day. About | 

four in the Afternoon, they flunck into the Thicket, a Shore of 

Rain that fell favouring them, forit oblig’d the Gallas to retire 

to their Huts tho’ it wetted the weary Travellers, who were doub- 
ly fatigwd at Night, the Wood they were in Bie ts by — 
ay 
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| Day, and much more ditheult to penetrate in the Dark. At Mid- 
night they halted to reft under“fome tall Trees, refrefhing them- 
. felves with a Fire, the Wood affording Fuel; but as for their Sup- 
per it confifted of only a little parch’d Barley, fparingly dealt 
about, which is the chief Provifion Travellers take with them in 
Ethiopia. The next Day after Noon they went down a fteep craggy 
Mountain, and came tothe River Zebee. ` n Ati 
| This River rouls more Water than the Wile; and in this Place, 
to which they were brought by the Gingiro Embaflador, it tum- y bee R 
bles down fuch dreadful Precipices of upright Rocks, that the ^S T 
| dafhing of the Waters makes a moft hideous Noife. But that 
| which molt terrify’d the Travellers was the Bridge they were to 
paf, which was nothing but a fingle Piece of Wood, fo long 
that it reach’d acrofs the River, from one Rock to another, the Dangerous 
Breadth whereof was not {mall, and the Depth fo great, that it Bridge. 
„was frightful to behold; befides that, in going upon it the Plank ` 
bow’d and gave way, as if it had been a Green Twig. Yet thus 
they pafs'd over one by one, ftriving who fhould go foremott, 
thinking themfeives fate from the Gallas on the other fide, and the 
| dread of them was more prevalent than the Terror of the Bridge. 
After all they had not got over the Mules, but left it ro Men to 
look to them, believing they might fave themfelves if the Gallas 
fhould come, and the next Day Providence brought two Men of 
the Country that way, who conducted them to a Ford, 
Being pafs’d the River, they proceeded a little farther to a 
Town, whence they fent to acquaint the King of Gingiro with 
their coming, and defire leave to repair to his Court, and deliver The King of 
the Emperor of Erhiopia’s Letters. He being then very bufy about Gingiros 
dome Superftitious Charms, they were feign to {tay there a Week, Andience. 
| when having obtain’d leave, they fet out and came to Court the 
fame Day. Going in to fpeak with him, they found him prepar’d 
for their Reception. He was according to Cultom in a fort of 
rail’d Tower, about fix Yards high, little more'cr lefs, 7 Yards 
and a half over, as we fhall fee anon, and the Stairs up to it in 
the back Part. All the Courtters ftood below, and he on the top 
of the Elevation, which was not unlike a Cart Wheel, fitting ‘on 
a Carpet, and there it is he gives Audience, decides Controverfes, 
and difpatches all Bufinefs. He was clad in a white Silk Jndian 
Garment, and was himfelf as black as a Cole, but had not the 
Features of a Cafres | ; 
~The Emperor's Letter being fent to him, he, to fhow his Breed--, 
ing, came down from his Throne, or Balcony, receiv’d it ftand- Of it ki 
| ing, enquird after the Emperors Health, and being an{wer'd, n 
| went up again to his Seat. This Refpect he pays the Emperor of 
Courtely, 
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Courtely, for he is none of his Subject. Being feated, he read the | 

Letter, and continu’d a while, dr{courfing with the Embaflador f 

and the Father, by means of an Interpreter, who every time the | 
King faid any thing to him to tell the Father, kifs’d the Tips of 

his Fingers of both Hands; then falling down, kils'd the Ground, 

and went to the Father, who flood ata little diltance, to tell him 

what the King faid. Returning with the Anfwer, he again kild 

the Tips of his Fingers, before he deliver'd it, and bowing went | 

to the King, with which Ceremonies the Difcourfe held for a cone | 

fiderable {pace. At length, the King bid the Father go and repofe | 

himfelf, and asto what the Emperor defir’d of him in his Letter, 

which was to ufe them well, and allow them a good Guard thro’ | 

his Dominions, he would perform it very readily. 

The next Day the Father thought fit to prefent the King, be- | 

¢ caufe thofe Infidels are altogether bent ‘upon their Intereft, and | 

Pr efeats y accordingly he carried him {ome Jadia black Stuffs, which he | 

ee and Rem’d to make great Account of, as being a Thing feldom feen | 

the Father. in his Country. The King to requite bim, when he took his | 

leave, fent hima Female Slave, the Daughter of one of the prin= |, 

cipal Men of that Country. The Father return’d Thanks for the | 

Favour, but faid, he did not ufe totake Women along with him, | 

and the King excufing his miltake, gave hima Man Slave, and a |, 

good Mule, which ke accepted of, and fent Men to help them |, 

crofs the River Zebee again, to go into the Kingdom of Came | 

bate. ; Ro i 

The firk Days Journey brought them to the River, where they | 

were in an Agony about paffing it; for the King’s Guides being | 

well acquainted with the manner of it, contriv’d fuch a Method, ~. 

ie ., 38, tho’ altogether new to them, feem’d no lets dangerous, than 
Strange FAY the Plank initead of a Bridge, and was thus. They kill’da Cow, 

af eroina san ok the Hidaanade a gteat Sack, into which they put the Bag- _ 

a River. gage, and. blowing {trongly fill’d it full of Wind like a Bladder; © 

and this was tocarry the Luggage, and ferve for a Boat. Then | 

they took two Poles, like thofe our Chairs are carryd on, and | 

ty’d them very falt to the blown Hide, and to thefe Poles two 

Men hung on the one fide and two on the other, who were to | 

hold very fteady, and be of equal weight to Ballance, for the | 

Thing was like a Scale, and therefore, if the weight was nota ; 

like, or any one happen’d to move all muft plunge, and the | 

Stream being very rapid, they were in imminent Danger of their 

Lives. This. new Machine was guided before by a good Swim- — 

mer, pulling a Rope made falt to the Hide, or the ends of the 

Poles. Two others fwam behind, thrufting the- Invention for- 4 

ward. Thus they crofs'd the River, and landed much lower oF | 

the 
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the oppofite fide, than where they took the Water, both becaufe 
| of the violent Current, and in regard there was no landing Place, 

higher.A wholeDay was {pent in pafing over after this manner, for 
it colt much time to poife the weight right, and then to crofs the 
Stream, ‘There let us leave them, to give fome Account of the 
Kingdom of Gingiro, as deliver'd by F. Antony Fernandez, and 
other credible Eye-witnefles. 

The River Zelee above mention’d, almoft encompaftes this Gingiro 
Kingdom, making ita fort of Peninfula, and then runs toempty Kingdom de 
| itfelf towards the Coalt of Melinde. The Kingdom is fmall, the. /,,i5%4 
Natives of the Colour of Cafres, but not like them in Features. ï 
They are all Heathens, and much addicted to Sorcery, having 
fome abominable Cuftoms among them, worthy to be known for 
their Strangenels, Gingiro fignifies, an Ape, or Monkey, and is 
‘the propereit name for that King ; becaufe in the firit Place he is 
very black, as has been faid, and fitting alone on that fort of 
Turret, where he difpatches Bufinefs, looks likea Monkey ona 
Block; befides his ftrange Motions, and Geltures, which much 
refemble an Ape, The Name futis with him upon another Ac- 
count, for if he happens to be wounded in War, his Fellows pree 
fently kill him, or if they happen to fail, his Kindred doit, 
without Remiffion, tho’ he sever fo much intreats for Mercy ; 
and this they fay they do, that he may not die by his Enesites 
Hands. The fame is practis’! among Monkeys, who being once 
‘wounded either deltroy themfelves, or are kill’d by the reft, for 
they never give over licking, fcratching, and clawing the Hurt, 
4 they tear out their Bowels, or otherwife occafion their own 
Death. à 
~ Tho’ in thefe particulars they all refemble Monkeys, yet they 
‘take much State upon them. When the King 1s to go abroad, he. His foolifh 
mult do it before the Sun rifes; and ifthe Sun happens to be up State 
firit, the King is hut up all the Day, and difpatches no Bufiine&s ; i 
and’ e Realon they give for it is,becaule, fay they, two Suns can 

The Ceremonies usd at the Election of this King are fingulari o, 
They wrap up the Dead King’s Body in coltly Garments, and he 
Ithemfelves who {hail be King, and go out to feck him, when en- 

‘ Cie tring 
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th 
hot fhine equal in the World, and fince the King does not gain- 
the Preference of the other, he does not think fitto follow him; 
hating a Cow, put it into the Hide ; then all thofe who hope to 
Mucceed him,being his Sons,or,gihers of the Royal Blood, flying from 
EEn they covet, abfcond, and hide themfelyes in theW oods, 










therefore the next Day after he has mifs’d he takes Careto be a- 
the 


broad much the fooneit, 
| 
This done the Electors, who are ail great, Sorcerers, agree among 
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Bird they call Liber as big as an Eagle, comes down with 
mighty Cries over 


the Place where he is hid, and they find him 
encompa’d by Lyons, Tygerg, Snakes, and other Creatures gas 
therd about him by Witeheraft, The Elect, as fieree as thole 
Bea(ts, tufhes out upon thofe who feek him, wounding, and fomes 
times killing fome of them, to prevent 
all in good part, defending themfelves the belt they can, till they 
bave feigd him. Thos they carry bim away by forces he ftill 
ftruggling, and feeming to refufe taking upon him the Barthen of 
Government, all wich is meer Cheat and Hypoerify. 

Loe the King Ble& y conducted nile i 
ray sony. tel by the way, becaufe there is a Certain amily, 
ae aaa Cuftom, Time out of Mind, may force the King from the Electors 
ngs and enthtont him, by which means they will become the great 
Favourites: For this reafon, they with all their Adherents wait 
the coming of the Eteétors and their Party, whom they Charges 
the Vigors carry off the King, and with great Rejoycing place 
him on the Throne aboye-mention’d, and then that Party has alt 
che greatelt Places and Honours ; but they have enough to Coun 
terbalance, as we fhall {oon fee. The King being brought to th 
Conrt, they conduct him into a Tent, and on the gth Day after 
ihe Death of the former King, the Sorcerers bring a Worm, they 
fay comes out of the Dead Man’s Nofe, which being wrapp'd up 
ina Piece of Silk, they caufe the new King to kill, by fqueezing 

























Dead King, whom they carry to his Grave, dragging Bim alor 
the Ground, and defiring he will give his BleTing to thofe Lands 
they draw him over. Being come to the Place of Burial, whic 
is a Whicket or Wood, the ancient Repofitory of thofe Kings, they 


Barial of the 
dead King, 


with Earth, but leaving it expos'd tothe Air, asif the Earth were 
unworthy to cover the Body of a King, 
and therefore the Heaven alone muft be his A@znfoleum. 
Funeral Day they kill many Cows clofe to the Grave, fo that : 
their Blood may run in and touch the Dead Body; and from ) 
that time forward, till the next King Dies, they killa Cow there 
every Day,and make the Blood run in, the Profit whereof be - 
Jongs to their Priefts, or Sorcerers, for they fhed the Blood, but 
eat the Pleh. Rr 
Let us return to the new King, whom we feft killing the 
Worm, which when he has done, they give great Shouts of Joy, 
“proclaim, and enthrone him, en that Loft before defcrib’d, and | 
thus ends the Solemnity, which isfollow’d by Sorrow ; for n 
he 
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being feiz’d, They take |! 
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its Head between his Teeth, Next follows the Funeral of the 


die a Hole and throw him into it, without covering the Carcafs. 
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Trees. 




























the new King calls all the dead one’s Favourites, and tells thems 

“That fince they werefo much his Friends, whilft living, that MisFavourite 
they never {tired from him,itis but Reafon they fhould bear him kild, and 
‘Company in Death, and continue his Favourites in the other Houfe burat.. 
“World, This faid, he orders them all to be kill’d, and then chufes 
others to fill their Places; and fo acceptable is the Favour of 

Kings, that there never want Pretenders to thole Employments, 

| who value not hazarding their Lives, fothey may obtain their 
ambitious Ends, This barbarous Cuftom is palliated with the 

- Love, and Care they ought to take of the Kings Perfon ; to fhow 

them who are about him, how follicitious they are to be for his 

Safety, fince their own depends on it. Then they burn the Houle 

the old King liv’d in, with all his Moveables, Goods, and Fur- 

niture, not {paring any thing, tho’ never fo valuable ; and even 

| when any private Man dics, they burn, not only his Houfe, but 

the very Treesand Plants that are about it, and being ask’d, 
they do fo, They anfwer, to the End, that the Dead Man, who 
was usd to, thofe Places, do not return to them, invited by 
fis former Habitation, and delight in walking among thote 


why 


` Since the old Kings Palace is burnt, let us view the Gran- The King's 
deur of the New ones. Under the Loft which ferves him for a Palace, 


_ Throne ftands his Houfe, and by the Outfide may be guefs'd what 
-is within, , The Houfe is round, about 6 Yards, or little better 


= Diameter, the walls are either Wood, or Stone, and Clay 
- Roof, and Rafters, which afcend towards the Top, are ill fhap’d 
Poles, the Ends whereof meet and reft on a Thing like a Cart 
wheel, which is in the Middle, and fervesfor a Center, and on 
this Wheelon the Top, the Kings fits, asit were ona Throne, 
| gheother Ends ofthe Rafters about relting on the Wall ; fo 
that the ftately {truéture lookes ke a Parrot’s Cage. To provide. 
aColumn for this Palace, they go into the Wood, and find 
| out a frait, but not very thick Tree, and before they fell it, cut 





, the 


ofa Certain Family they havein the Kingdom, which on this Ac- 


: a Man’s Throatat the Foot of it, who isthe frit they meet with 


count isexempt from all other Duties, whereof we {hall foon 


LA 





| fold, and Pofts. 
a. Ci 








T Hpeaka Nor does their barbarous Cruelty end here, for when 
the Houte is built, and the King conducted to it, before he fets 
-in his foot, they kill another Man of thar fame Family, ifthe - 
“Honfehas but one Door, or two Men if thereare two Doors, and 
withthe Blood of thele Victimes they daub and paint the ‘Three | 


“Low 
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This is acoftly Duty incumbent on this Family, which ex- 
He fells and empts it from all others, yet are thofe fo heavy, that they are 
not inferior to the Murder of two, or three of them ; for wiienfo- 
ever the King ofGingiro buys any rare Goods, brought him by 
foreign Merchants, he agrees to give them in Exchange, ten, 
twenty, of more Slaves, to which Purpofe he only fends tis- 
Servants, who going intoany Houfes indifferently take away the 
Sons, or Daughters of the Inhabitants, and deliver thent to the 
Merchants, The fame he does, whenfoever he prefents a Slave, 
or Slaves to any Perfonof Note, ordering then the bet and | 
handfomelt to be taken, alledging, that what is given muft be | 
of the belt, Such was the Woman Slave he would have given- 
the Father. From this Duty that Family is exempt, of which 
we {aid fome are kill’d at the Palace Doors, and fo great is the 
Veneration they pay their King, and this Cuftom has fo far pre- |, 
vaiľd, that no Man offers to mutter at it, and unhappy he that 
fhould feem to difapprove of thefe barbarous Actions, for he 
would fuffer Death, wi.hout Remiffion. ae | 
There is another Ceremony, before we. conclude witli this | 
King of Gingiro, On the Day he enters upon the Government, _ ; 
the firft Thing he does, is to fend about his Kin dom, to find | 
out allthe Men, and Women, that have {eald’ Heads, who bes | 
ing brought together, and fent over the River Zebee, are there | 
fiaughter’d. The Reafon they give for it is, that other People ma £ t 
nek be infected by them, and fo the Diftemper come to the 
Waom. we will now leave to follow E. Antony Fernandez. 


gives his 
Sabjelts as 
“Saves. 
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bate ; the Croffes they met with there 5 they proceed to 
Alaba ; are there imprifon'd, and at lafi oblig’d to 
‘return back into Ethiopiae = 


: The Father and Embalfador enter the Kingdom of Cam.. 


_Ealtward, came to Sangara, a Village in that of Cambate, 
then govern'd by Amelmal, who Rill acknowledg’d the. Empe- 


People call'd Gara Gues, who are alfè {ubje@ to the Emperor. 
The Father ftay’d two’ Days at Sagara, being told, they fhould 
then meet Company, who came toa Fair, but the Truth was, 
| they bad no Fair but robbing, for they did it only to give notice to 
their Neighbours, that they might all together. fall upon his 
| Company, and plunder them ; forwhen they fet out, there met 
| them 5 Gentiles of the Gara Ges aliorfe back, with many-others 
afoot, allarm’d, who all together attack’d the Fathers Retinue, 
being but 17 that had Weapons, bur they fighting for their Lives 





| being wounded with a poifon’d Arrow dyd a few Days after. 
The Embaflaton’s Family would have revengd his Death, but 
‘that the Father diffwaded them, and the Gura Gaes feeing they 
Fao gct nothing by Force, were glad- to take what they- would 
| give them. a 

~ Having eftap’d this, and other Dangers, they came to the Place 
‘where the Governour Amelmal was, and gave them a good Re- 
ception at firit, on Account cf the Letters of Recommendation 
‘they brought from the Emperor. But atthe fame Timey there 


. Fei 









ing the Tribute that Governowr paid the Emperor ; but: in reali- 






| ty, fent by feveral great Men at Court, who were Enemies to 
| the Catholick Religion, coperfwade the Governour, notto fuffer 





| the Portugwefes and Einbafiador to proceed any farther, becaufe 
they were going without the E:nperor’s Leave,to bring Porragaejes 
am’d with Guns, and fire Arms, which. kill at a great. Diitancey, 
oblige them to depart from the Faith: of thete: Forefathers, 











The Ewha: 


rPHE Father departing the Kingdom of Gigiro, and travelling Heat Fs 


| ror of Evhiopia for his Sovereign; and on the left Hand, area 


thadethe Robbers give Way. Yeta Kinfman of the Embafladors, . 


A Perfidiont 
Ethiopian. 


came thither, one AZanquer, an Ethiopian, on: Pretence of receiv- 
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and toembracethat of Rowe. Nor did the bafe Aby/fine think it 
enough, to inculcate this to Amelmal, butus'd means to ftir u 

all the People of the Country to mutiny,and the Neighbouring Gd. 
las, and Moors with thefe Jéaloufies, they being very fufceptible 


- of them, 


This mov'd Amelmal to caufethe Father, and ‘his Companions 
to be examin’d, and finding all that A¢angwer had urgd to be 


The Embaffa- groundlefs, he would have difmifsd them ; but that Manguer 


dor opp’ 


Sends to the 


d. 


Emperor. 


Proce2ds to 


Alaba. 


ars 


protekted foearneftly to the contrary, that he was feign to fend to 
the Emperor to know, whether it was his will that thefe Men 
fhould pafs, and the Letters they brought true or falles Three 


Months after, when they expected an Anfwer, the Meffengers, || 


being one from Amelwal, one from AZanquer, and one tt 
the Father, return’d, faying, they had been taken, and kept 


Prifoners all that while, in a Town, but three Days Journey } 


from thence, They were feign to fendothers again, and arm 


themfelves with Patience, again{t the wicked Afanquer, who, bee | 
fides endeavouring to caufe their Baggage to be eizd, us’d all 
his Means to have his Servants pick Quarrels with the Embaffa- 


dor’s, that fo they might be fent back ; and one of his Men being 


highly provok’d by one of Manguer’s kill'd him, for whichhe + 


wasimprifon’d, but made his Efcape. 


fi: 

At length, thofe who had been fent, with an Account of the | 
Embaflador’s being detain’d .came to Court, and the Emperor ; 
hearing them was highly incens’d againft Amelmal and Manquer, | 
both whom he would certainly have punifb’d feverely, had not | 
they been fo remote, and wherehe could not reach them, Came 


C4 


bate at this time being quite fallen off trom him, and belongt 





his Power, which was to fend one Baharo, a Man well known 


h 


in thofe Parts Exprefs, witha Letter to Amelmal, ordering ‘the 
Father, and the Embaffador to be furnith’d with all they wanted, — 


om! 


out of his Revenues,and earneftly preffing him to recommend the 


by all means to the Neighbouring Kings, and Sovercigns ; p 
and at the fame time he fent Amelmal, fome rich Vefts, and ee i 


liketo the AZoor Alico, who. governd the next Country ‘the y 
wereto gointo, after they were out of Amelmal’s Jurifdiċtion. | 






This Order of the Emperors came to Cambate in June 1614 
which was punctually obey’d by the Goverour, who gave the 
Embaflador fevén Horfes, believing them to be the beft Prefent 
he could bettow on the petty Kings, through whole Dominions he 
was to pafs. The Father, and, the Embaflador prépar d tode- 


>i 


‘part, having now {pent 14 Months fince they came from the Em- 


peror’s Court, and fome of their Followers confidering the many 


Dangers 


a 


H 
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to feveral Moorifh and Galla Lords. The Emperor did what lay in 
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* Dangers they had “tun, took Leave, 


fador, who of Necefity mult 
Alor Alico, he prefently fent Letters 
gainit them, fo that’ when he came 
that Infidel, 
receiv'd the Emperor's 
and on that Account 
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yey and return’d, As foonas 
Manguer perceive that-dmelmal difmite'd the Father and Embaf- 
afs through the County of the 


thither, which fet all a- 
to Alaba, the Refidence of 


he foon howa himfelf ill affected ; and tho’ he 
Letter, and the Velts brought by Bzhero, 
 diflembled with them for two Days, yet 
thethird Day the wicked Aanguer came thither, bavingmade 


| hisefcape from Amelmal, who intended to have. fecurd hiim till 


l the Pather was pafs'd beyond Alaba. 

“As {oon as that bale Man came, 
brought him the Letter, and Velts, 
Embaffador, keeping them apart, 
their Mules, 


Letters, which the Father had 
for had they met with them, 
Portugnefes, would have confir 
guefs, Alico being perfwaded, 
would pafs that way, 


‘he was alone, ask’d for 


Country; when he had Fire, 
‘Letters. . : 


p w $ 


ral Councils were- 
die; AZanguer R 
- -reprefented it as 
Law of Nations, 
he had receiv’d 








t and the Horfes they brought to prefent, 
them rigoroufly, and yet it pleas’d God, they did not find the 
tydabout the Brawn of his Arm, 
the Emperor asking for a Supply of 
md what AZanguer {poke only by | 
that ifany Portuguefes came, they 
and poffe themfelves of his Country, 
— 'wouldcertainly have murderd them, which was what Adanguer 
advis'd, The Father confidering the Danger of another Search, when 
Fire, on Pretence of taking Tabacco, 
which he had never usd, tho’ it wasthen much practis'd in that 
being left alone, he burnt all the 


Alico feeur'd Baharo that Zs Pepp’d 
and then the Father, and there. 


and feizing all their Goods, 


fearching 


he 


| Their Inprifonment Jafted ten Days, during which time feve- m og paek 
Ne 3 held, to debate, hae rey fhould live or Fore'd back 

ill preffing for the latter; but feveral great Men 
a heinous thing to Alico, and contrary to the 
that he fhould Imprifon a Meffenger, by whom 
he Letters, and Vefts, fent himby an Emperor, and 
| therefore he order’d him to be immediately fet at Liberty, and for 


to Ethiopia. * 
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‘the reft, he took the Advice ofa Man in great Authority among ` 


‘them, 


which was not to kill, but oblige them to return back. 


Alico did fo, but would not Jet them go through Amelmal’s Pro- 


“vince, 


er make War on him upon the 
gner inragd that 1, peri 
-to keep three of the Portugnefes, who were with the Fatber, al- 


for Feat hefhould fuffer them to proceed fome other way, 
Embaflador’s Complaint. Man- 
he could not have their Blood, perfwaded Alico — 


his Wars. This was accord- 
departed much griev'd,both for the Lofs 














| angly done,and the Father 
of his Companions,and the 





Difappointment of his Journey. 
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204 The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 
Narrowlye- The fame Day the Father fet out from Alaba, fome Moors who 
JScapes being ‘had Notice of their departure, met to gether, to Way-lay, and 
robb'd, murder them, fo to take the little they had left; but a mighty 
‘Rain falling, and thofe Infidels believing they would not travel - 
through it, asthey did with all poflible Speed, they efcapd that 
Danger. Being come to.a Town, they foon perceiv‘d by the 
Affemblies of the AdZoors, that they fhould not. be, {afe that Night, | 
Baharo the Emperor’s Exprefs meeting a Galla there, ask’d him, 
whether he knew one Amama, a powerfull Man of his own 
Nation. He anfwer’d, He. not only knew him, but was his — 
Servant, and told him he was not far off. They prorais‘d him a 
good Reward, ifhe would go call him, and to give Amuma a 
{tately Horfe, if he would come. The Servant went, and 
brought his Matter, who takingthe Father and his Companions 
under his protection, all the Defigns ofthe Moors were difap- 
pointment. . 
This Galla condu&ted them two Days Journey from thence, to 
Condutted b the Place of his Refidence, where he treated them with Plenty of 
G i “Milk, and Beef, and then bore them Company three Days farther. 
aalla, A Parcelof Gallas Jay in the way to cut them off, but perceiv- 
ing by whom they were defended, forbore. The fime Amuma de- 
liver’d them from another Parcel of his Nation, who were celebra- 
ting fome Feftival of their Idols, and would have facrific'd them. ` 
In fine it pleas'd God to deliver them from many more Dangers, 1 
til they came co an Amba, or ftrong Mountain inhabited b 
Chriftians, who were fubject to the Emperor, whence the Father 
fent that Monarch an Account of all that had befallen him, offer- 
ing totry any other way, ifhis Majefty fhould think fit. Burt the 
Emperor fent them Orders to repair to his Court, whence they 
had fet out in February 1613, and: return’d in September 1614, 
baving {penta Year, and 7 Months in their Journey, and they 
were receiv'd very honourably. Two of the Portuguefesleftar | 
-Alaba found means to efcape, the third dyinga.natural Death. 
Marquer the Lhe Villain Adan quer prefuming to return to Court, relying on >| 
Villains his Friends there, and denying all be had done, was therefore 
SPA upon full Conviction condemn’d to Death, but Father Antony Ar 
3 Fernandez, bege’d his Life of the Emperor.. Yetbe could not e- 
Scape divine Vengeance, for being conducted toa Mountain, whi- 
ther he was banifh’d, he inade. his E(cape tothe Gallas, and re- 
turning with them to make anIncurfion, in which they were re- 
puls’d, inthe Plight he had his : Leg broke, and the Gallas to put 
bim out of Pain, kill’d him. obrstbatatt 
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The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 


Cuar IV. 


Controver|ies about Religion. F. Pays builds the Em- 
_ peror a Palace; after the European Manner, A Con- 


7 piracy to murder that Prince. The Rebels routed. 
3 Wi = ts 


YP E teft the Emperor's Court, to conduct F. Anthony Fernandez 


on his Journey, and having now brought him back, itis 


- Time for usalo return to it. ‘The Emperor, and many more be- 


ing now ccnvine’d of the Truth of the Catholick Faith, and 


many great Men publickly profeffing it. Emann 
Proclamation was made, that for the future, none fhould pre- made for Ca- 

fume to maintain there was but one Naturein Chrif; but that all gholick Faith. 

fhould own two diftinét Natures the Human, and Divine, both 

united in the divine Perfon. Simon, the Abana was then abfent, 

but hearing what had hapned, hafted to Court, threatning to 

thunder out Excommunications, and Anathemas, and being fa- 

vourd by the Emperors Brother Ras Emana Chrifos, and other The Abuna 

great Perfons, had the boldnefs to affxan Excommunication on Excomunia- 

the Gatsof one of the Churches of the Camp, againtt all thofe who &4/¢s thofe 

fhould embrace the Faith of the Portuguefes. The Emperor was, that embrece 

much offended at the Abuna’s Prefumption, and immediately gave 1% 

order, that Proclamation fhould be made, to give Leave toall Pere 

fons toembrace the Faith the Fathers preach’d, and had been jufti- 

fy’d in the publick Difputations, which was accordingly done, ; 
Atthis Time, the Emperor was oblig’d to gochaltife the Agaus Catholicks 

in the Kingdom of Gojam, who refus'd to pay their Taxes, and Per fecuted, 

had affronted fome of his Officers, and being forc’d to winter ~ 

there, the Abzna laid hold ofthat Opportunity, of his Abfence, 

to perfecute the Catholicks 3 writting circular Letters to ftir up 

all his Followers to take up Arms, in Defence of the Faith of their 

Anceftors; and affixing another Excommunication again{t fuch 

asfhould fay, there were two diftinct natures in Chrift. Elos, or 

Elios, {o they pronounce Fulins, the Emperor’s Son-in-Law, a 

bold, but haughty ignorant Man, was then Viceroy of Tygre5 


who being very obftinate in his Errors, and an Enemy to Ras 


Cella Chrilfes, as foon as be receiv'd the Abuna’s Letter, began to 
fecute the Fathers, and other Catholicks at Fremona, teizing 


all the Eftates of the Aby/fines,both Mer: and Women,who had em- ` 


bracd that Faith. As foon as the Emperor had notice of thefe 
oii Dd Pro- 
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Froceedings, he writ to the Abuna to repair to him, to Achafe, 
where he then was, that all bis Scruples might beremovd, He 
allo orderd F, Pays to come to him, which he did, and gave him 
an Account of what had been done in 7ygre, whereupon the 
Emperor fent Exprefs Commands tothat Viceroy to rettore all the’ 
Catholicks, j = 

Obfimaeyof _ Many great Men, and the Emperor's own Mother now defir'd the 

Schifmaticks. Eraperor to defilt, becaufe they were inform’d, that there was 
Danger of a mighty Rebellion, the very Monks beingin Armsto 
defend their Opinions; but both he, and his Brother Ras Cella 
Chrifes continu’d firm in their Refolution, The Abana came. 
now to the Camp, follow’d by fo many of their Monks, and 
Nuns, that they far outnumber'd the Army, protelting they 
would all dye for the Faith of their Anceftors, ttand by their | 
Matter Diofcoras, and begging of the Emperor, that he would 
make no Innovation, He rejected them, and they grew fom- | 
rag’d, that many of them conf{pir’d to murder him, and his Bro- 
ther Ras Cella Chriffos.: ES 

b.l The Emperor having fubdu’d the Agans, return’d in Zay 

F. Pays 1614.to Gorgerra, where he had kept his Winter Camp, which i3 

builds a Pa- his Court, tor two Years. This Camp was curioufiy teated, be- | 

lace, ing in a Peninfula almoft enclosd by the Waters of the grear, 
Lake, which they call the Sea of Dambea, There F. Pays relolv’d 
to build hima Palaceafter the Earopean Manner, to oblige him, 
and {how the Erhiopians that what they reported of the Palaces, , 
and Monafteries in Ewrope, was not impofhible, as they beliew'd. 
He was encourag’d to it by finding im that Plate a Quarry of 
very good white Stone, and therefore prefently gave Directions | 
for making Hammers, Mallets, Chizzels and all other Neceflary | 
Tools, handling them himfelf, and teaching the new Workmen, | 
to dig, hew, and {quare the Stones for the Fabrick ; and the fame ; 
he did as to all the Joyners, and Carpenters Part... Still he want- 
ed Lime, and found no Stone proper to make it, and therefore 
made ufe ofa binding Sort of Clay. He rais’d large, and ftrone 
Walls, facă both within, and without with fquate Stones, well 
wrought, and joyn’d, fothatthe building being finifh’d, might 
have fery’d any Prince in Exrope for a Country Houfe. Among: 
the Relt, there was onefair Room about 50 Foot long, and 1§in 
Breath, and on the fame Floor, a fquare Bedchamber, witha fpa- 
cious Stair Cafein the Middle, from the lower to the upper Floor, 
and from that another which afcended tothe flat Roofof the- 
Houfe, about which wasa handfome Parapet. At the Top of the 
Stairs wasa little Room, likea Clofet, which the Emperor was. 
much: pleas'd with, becaufe from it he had the diftant View ofall. 

that 
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~ The Travels of the Sefuits in Ethiopia. = 
‘that great Lake, and the adjacient Country, and faw at hand all 


Body. The Father put a fort of Spring Lock upon the Door, of 
the Stairs that went out upon the Top of the Houfe, which the 

Emperor faid, would be better alter’d, thathe might not always 
ftand in need of the Key to open it, but Father Pays an{wer'd, 


Your Majefty may have occafion for it as it is, and how true this 


Avho came from the remote(t Parts to behold it, and what molt 
furpriz’d them was to fee an upper Floor, and having no Name 
to exprefsit by, they call'd it Babat Laybet, that is, 4 Houfe upon 
a Hoxfe. This Work gaind the Fathers much Reputation, con- 
yincing the People, that what they told them of the mighty 
: Structures in Europe wastrue. 
-Elios Viceroy of Tygre, and the Emperor's Son in Law, Amana 
| Ohriffosthe Emperor's Brother, and the Eunuch Caflo, who was 

















 -fpir'd together to deltroy the Emperor, and his Brother Kas Cella 
- Cbrifos. To this Purpofe they contriv’d that the Abana fhould 
raile a Mutiny, by fixing an Excommunication againit all that 
maintain’d two diltingt Natures in Chrif, and forbidding all to 

~ converfe with them, even Children with their Parents, and Ser- 
: vants with their Matters. The Emperor perceiving what the wick- 
ed Abuna drove at, fent to let him know, that it be did notim- 
mediately take _oft his Excommunication, his Head fhould anfwer 
= forit; and he fearing his Life, as readily obey’d. This Project 
© failing, the three Traitors agreed to murder the Emperor them- 
felves, the Eunuch Caflo having the -Liberty to go in atall Times, 
on Account of bis Employment. Accordingly knowing the 
Emperor was above alone, the faid Caflo and Elios left the other 
Servants below, and went up to murder him. Jte Amata, the 
Emperor’s Kinswoman, knowing their Defign, fent the Emperor 
notice of it, at the very Time they were going to put itin Ex- 

~ ecution; and tho’ they came immediately, his Courage was fo 
` great that he appear’d not at all difturb’d, but receiv’d them very 
 gracioufly. They came with their Swords in the Scabbards in 
their Hands, as is the Cultom, and after fome few Words fpoken, 
the Emperor rifing, as if it were to walk, laid his Hand on 
Elies’s Sword, by way of Familiarity, and went to the Stairs that 

= led up to the Top of the Houfe, the others follow'd, thinking 
they might better do what they came about in that Place, but 

_ when they were at the Door, which as was {aid before fhut with 
- a Spring Lock, the Emperor clapt it to, leaving them on the 
Stairs, and going up et that they were difappointd, 


with- 

























































- that came in, andout, without being himfelf difcover’d by ay . 


prov’d we thall fee hereafter. This Building amaz’d all the Aby/fines, | 


Confpiracy a- 


: High Steward, being enrag'd becaufe many were converted, con 2276 the 


Emperor. 
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208 The Travels of the Feluits in Ethiopia. 
without any Noife or Diiturbance, and the Emperor remember’d 
what F. Pays had faid, That he might have Occafion for that 
Spring Lock, i i 

- Falios the Emperor’s Son-in-Law, was much concern’d at 
The Confpi- this Difappointment of murdering of him in private,and therefore 
raters Rebel. refolv’d to break out intoopen Rebellion,which was no difficult 
matter to do, Ethiopia being, as has been faid, and we fhall have 
Occafionto fee a Continual Scene of Infurrections, Mutinics, and 
` Treafons, The motive he pretended, according to the Ethiopian 
Ailtorian dzage Tino and the two Fathers who were there,was the 
Emperor's taking the Dignit of Raz, which is the Highelt in the 
Empire, and the Viceroyfhip, from his own Brother Emana 
Chrifes, and. confering it on bis other Brother Cella Chriftos, who 
was a great Favourer of the Catholicks. The Mors having made an 
Trruption into Evhiopia, next the Frontiers of the Funchos,and the ~ 
B nperoe marc hing with his Forces to repel them, Falios laid hołd 
jofthac Opportunity,of bis Abfence, to make Proclamation, en- 
oyning all thofe,who acknowledg’d two diftinet Natures in Chrif 
to depart the Province of Ogara, where he was Governour, and the 
others to joyn him,in Defence of their Religion; by which means he 
gather’d a numerousArmy,and drew towards the Wile,to go over in- 
to the Province of Gojam,where Cella Chriftos refided. The Emperor 
was now return’d into the Province of Dambea,where being infor- 
nrd of the Rebellion of Fuliossand the Danger of his Brother Cella 
Chrijfos, he fent ome T roops with all Expedition tohis Relief. 
In an Ifland of the Lake the Mile falls into, Fulios found Si- 
mon, the Abana, who advigd him, to turn his Forces direct 
again’ the Emperor himfelf, whom he might eafily de{troy,- moft 
ot his- Commanders being corupted. The Council being approv'd 
of they both march’d together, the Abuna encouraging the Sol- 
diers, and afluring them of Heaven if they dyd in thatService, 
The Emperor, who. thought of nothing lels, was much fur- 
priz'd when his Scouts brought him Advice of the Enemies Ape 
proach, to whom he was very much inferior in Strength; but 
being a Man of extraordinary Bravery,and Condudt, after fending 
to. his. Brother Cella Chriffos, to come to his Affittance, he movd - 
undantedly towards the Rebels, and the two Armies came in 
Sight ofone another on the 5th of Atay 1613,the Emperor polte 
{ting himfelt advantageoufly, to fhun the Shock of the Enemies 
Horie, which were much fupeiror to his, 

Fhe next Morning Fulios being impatient to put an End to the 
Rebels romed War, and concluding the Confpirators on the other Side would 
and flain, not fail to joyn him, after drawing out his Army, rode himfelf 

up to the Emperors Troops, wish only, fix, or feyen Voleutiers, 
His. 





At arches 
azainf the 
Emperor. 
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The Travels of the Fefuits in Ethiopia. 
His Patrifans, not daring to betray their. Monarch fo barefac’d, 
faffer’>d him to ride through, and he made on, crying out, 
Whereis the Emperor. In this Manner he came to a Battalion of 
Tygres, that ftood near the Emperor's Tent, and were not privy 
to the freafon, one of whom knock'd him down with a Stone, 
and another coming up firft run him through, and then cut off 
his Head.. His Followers were foon hew’d down, and his Army 
took to their Heels, the Imperialifts purfuing them with much 
Slaughter, till the Emperor founded a Retreat. The Abuna a- 

 maz’d at this wonderfull overthrow had not Power to Hy, but 

was kill’d, and-his Head chopp’d off, which they prefented to 
the Emperor, who was thus fecur'd cn the Throne and the Re- 
_bellion {upprefs'd. ; 


G AA pay Mi 


- -Defeription of the Nation of the Agaus. Two Rebellions 


 fuppre[sd. F. Pays builds a Church. The Emperor 
-~ profeffes the Faith of the Latin Church. Two new 
Fathers come into Ethiopia, aad two others die. 


MA N Y Gentiles of the Nation call’d Agass, being about this 


YA Time converted, it gives us Occafion to {peak of thofe Peo- Agaus ia 2~ 
le. There aretwo Provinces of them: in Ethiopia, the one in Kingdoms: | 


the Kingdom of Begameder, cald Lafa, being a Hilly Country, 
full of fuch fteep,. and lofty Mountains, that they are almolt 
impregnable, which was the Reafon that feveral Rebels had 


- maintain’d themielves there above ten Years, again{t all the Power 


of the Emperor. There. is another Province of Agaus, in the . 


Kingdom ot Gojam, confifting alfo of high Mountains, tho” not 
altogether fo lofty as thofe of Begameder. This Province, being 
about 70 Leagues in Length, and between 6, and 7 in Breadth, 


is divided into about 20 Diltri&s all the Inhabitants. living . 


near the Nile. Thefe Mountains abound in Provilions, and.are 


full of Woods, and thick of Bamboes, fo very clofe, that they. 


fervethem inftead of Walls, and Trenches againit their-Enemies ; 
for through them they cut clofe narrow Wayss, with fo many 


Tusning,s and Windings, that they look like Lava atin in 
’ N IME: 


































> 


Cae 











A ko 


TA =u 





ORAS 


P= 
x tA 
> -2* 


Bes a 





Sot D0 2 ae ce Ot ES ee Soe ae ee are =z = IE ot ee F 
SS LTP a EE NEI NETS 





210 





en Ne DN OP oe 


The Travels of the Jefuits in Ethiopia. 


(Pc SS aa 


Their Ca- | ; 4 
fomes, Flabirin the {olid Rocks, the Entrance into them narrow, but opening 
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Time of War, they fhut themfelves up among thofe Bamboes, 
about a milę from the Entrance, {topping up the Ways with 
Trees laid acrofe. Befides, the Natives, like wild Beafts, bred a- 
mong thofe Thickets, and acquainted with all the Avenues de- 
{troy fuch as attack them, with their Bows, and Arrows. Thefe 
their clofe Thickets they call Secutes. i 4 
Nor are thefe Wooden Fortifications their only Security, for 
they have mighty Densand Caves under Ground made by Nature 


within, fo that they can receive, and entertain a great Number of — 


People, and fome of them have Water within. Thefethey call 
Furtatas, and there they hide themfelves till their Enemy is pafs'd 
by. The Agaus of Gojam are much addicted to Sorcery. Befides 
their common Provifion, which is chiefly Millet, they have much 
Honey, a good Commodity in Ethiopia, becaufe they make 


their Liquor ‘of it, Abundance of fine Cattel, and dikea wild -| 


Mountain People, they wear no Cloth, but only Cows Hides, 
whofe Flefh they eat Raw, like the Aby/fines. Thefe Hides they 
beat very much, with an unweldy Sort of Inftruments, till they 
become as foft, and limber, as Spani/h Leather, and then dye 
them red, which isthe Colour they are moft fond of. Every Man 


and Woman covers himfelf with one of thefe Hides, throwing ` 


them over their fhoulders and girding them about their Wattes, 
without any other Garment. They are generally of a dark 
Sooty Colonr, not fo black as the Abyffiner, well featurd, and 
good Soldiers, tho’ they ufe not to go meet their Enemies out of 
their own Country, but are fatisfy’d with defending it, and it 
were to be with’d that thofe who value themfelves upon being 
more civilizd were of the fame Mind. Thus the 4gaus main- 
tain’d their Ground for many Ages, not only againtt the Cafres 
their next, Neighbours to the Welt-ward, but even again(t all 
the Power of the Ethiopian Emperors, to whom they ficarce ever 
paid any Acknowledgment. ; 


It is tiuethe Imperial Troops did fometimes make Incurfions | 


into their Lands, as did other Plunderers, driving away confider- 
able Booties of all Sorts of Cattel, but itis no lefs certain that they 
often paid dear for ‘it, and many who came off well the firit 
Time did not care for returning. The \Agaas lookd upon War 
with the J4by/fines, as a lefs Evil than Peace, becanfe they 
did them ttle Damage in War, and their opreffion was 
greatin Time of Peace. However the Emperor Sultan Segued, be- 
ing a brave, and fortunate Commander, prefs’d them fo hard in 
the Years 1613, and 1614, piercinginto their Lands, and win- 
tering there, that they were oblig’d to fubmit, and apply’d them- 

{elves 
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elves to F. Pays, then at Gorgorra, to interceed for them-with the 

Emperor, that they might havea favourable Reception, offering 

him aconfiderable Prefent, which he refusd, defiring no other 

Reward, but that they would take him into their Country, to 

teach them the way of Salvation, They accepted the Condition, 

and the Emperor fhowing them much Kindnefs on the Father's Ac- 

count, F. Francis Antony de Angelis, was fent with them inftead 

of F. Pays, who converted many, and erected feveral Churches. ` -g Jefuits 

~ The Emperor had prevail’d with the Rafa of Snaghem tO give : 

free Paffage tofome Fathers he would fend for out of Jadis, who 

came thither from Goa in the Year r620, were well receiv d by 

that Tark, and fafely conducted to Fremona, where, it being then 

the rainy Seafon they were order'd to Winter, Their Names were 
F, James de Mattos, a Portuguefes, and F. Antony Bruno, Sici- 
tian. F. Fames Mattos went the following Summer to the E mpe- 

-rors Court, and bad an) honourable Reception, but E. Lawrence, 

| who refided at Fremona dying, he return’d thither, to attend the 
Converts in that Kingdom, and receive the Supplies the King of 
Portugal {ent the Portuguefes yearly out of the Cultoms of Dis. 

`~ The Emperor growing daily more zealous in eftablithing the Saturday for- 

| true Doctrine, in his Dominions, and ibeing fully convinc'd of bid tobe kept 

the Certainty of there being two diffinct Natures in Chrif, refolv’d holy, 

now to abolifh another Error the Ethiopians had taken trom the 

© Fews, and accordingly fet outa Proclamation, forbidding all 

- Perfons for the Future to keep Saturday holy, but only Sanday, 

„aş the true Chriftian Sabbath. That Abule wasfo ftrongly rooted i 

in the Hearts of the People, that it caus’d a general Uneafinefs, - 

and fome Perfons durft prefume to fend the. Emperora Letter, : 

without any Name, full of bale, threatning, and reviling Ex- 

- preffions. | That Monarch not being able to difcover the Offenders, 

_ —-wfsu’d out 2 Second Proclamation, enjoyning all Perfons to work 


upon Saturdays, and in Cafethey did net, for the firit Offence 
they fhould torfeit a Pieceo f£ Cloth, worth about a Crown, and- 

for the fecond all their Goods. This Penalty’ was firlt inflicted on 
` one Baco, a brave Commander, who was afterwards converted. — 

- Fonael, one of the greateft Men in Ethiopia, was at this Time Rebellion xp- 
Viceroy of Begameder, whom the Emperor order’d to publith the on it. 
-aforefaid Proclamation in that Countrye He did 10, tho’ not 

with a Defign to fee it obey’d, but rather to ftir up the People to - 

` Rebellion, being himfelf refolv'd to head them, as he actually 
didin Offober 1620,withdrawing with {fuch ‘as would follow him- 

to the Mountains on the Frontiers of the Kingdom, next the Gal- 
Pas, whom he had before engag’d to come to his Affiftance. This - 

News being brought to Court much perples’d the Emperor, who. 

knowing - 
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“Knowing he had many Traitors about him, beheaded fome of thofe. 
he could convict, and banifh’d others; but all to little Effect, 
for the Remedies tee to hei Se aes Next he 

va, Adarch’d againft the Rebels, but perceiving the Mountains the 
ae re o” ‘jurk’d in, aie impregnable, he fet down at the Foot of hea 
4 not queftioning but many of thofe Outlaws would come over to 
him, as they {oon did, and Fonael finding bimfelf almoft abane- 
don‘d fled to the Gallas, his Confederates, who being corupted 
by the Emperor kill'd bhim. i 
In 1621, the Damotes, a People in the Southern Parts of the 
Another Rea Kingdom of Goyam rofe in Arms, on the fame Account of keeping 
bellion faps the Saturday, at the Inftigation ef their Monks, and Batavis, who 
prefs. are a Sort of Anchorites; but the Viceroy Ras Cella Chri/fos defeat- 
ed them, killing above 3000, and among them many of thote Re- 
ligious Hermits. This fame Year F. Pays builta Stately Church 
of whole Square Stones, very bewtifull, and Mafterly. Over the 
high Altar wasa curious Arch, with feveral Compleat Columns, 
and fix others of the Fonick Order ın the Frontifpicce; and aSteeple 
A Church tor the Bells with a winding Stair Cafe , and a flat Roof enclos’d 
baila witha Parapet about it,whence there was a delightful Profpe&t of 
the Lake and Plains of Dambea. The Emperor cametwo Days 
Journey to fee thisStrugture, the like whereof had not been known 
in Erhiopia, and went into it barefoot, leaving a confiderable 
Prefent toit, at his Departure. i 
_ The following Year 1622, he publickly profefs’d the Latin 
The Emperor Faith putting away all his Wive:, except the firt, at Focara, near 
embraces the the great Lake of Dambea, next Begameder, betwixt Anfras, and 
Latin Faith. Dara. Soon after F, Pays, who had converted, and recciy’d him 
into the Churchsdy’d: at Gorgorra, having {pent 19 Years in this 

Miffion, befides the 7 he was a Captive in Arabia. He leftanam= 

ple Relation of allthe Affairs of Erhiopia till bis Death, whence 
Thefe Ace much of what is here faid has been taken, and the Original is (till, 
counts by preferv'd at Rome, in the Secretaries Office of the Crown of Portu- 
whom agit gal, This fame Year alfo dy’d F. Francis Antony de Angelis an F- 
i ` salian, who cameinto Ethiopia in the Year 1604, and wasa great 

Malter of the Amara Language, which is that they {peak at Court, 

Thefe Petfons Deaths are particulrarly here mention’d, as being 
thofe who travell’d thefe Countries, and to whofe Accounts we 
are beholding for all the knowledge we have of them, 
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Cua p.Vi. 
The Travels of F. Emanuel d’ Almeyda, and 3 others 


` from Bazaim, ia India, to the Emperor of Ethiopi- 


Cas Court. 

A‘ this fame Time F. Emanuel d Almeyda, reliding at Baza- 4 Jefuits fent 
£A im was {ent into Ethiopia with three Companions, which into Ethio- 
were F, Emanuel, Barradas, F. Lewis Cardeyra, and F. Francis Car- pia, 
valho, an Account of whofe Voyage, and Journey by Land we 

will here give, as deliver’d by the firit ofthe four. 

We made ready with all pofible: Speed, and on the 23th of 


November 1622, imbark’'d on a Paguel, being a f{inall /ndian V ef- 


fel, and fet Sale with the Northern Squadron, which convoy'd 
the trading Ships, James de Mello de Cafro, being Commodore. — 


= We put into Demam, and that very afternoon fail'dagain; but 


. > 


ere forc'd back to the fame Port the next Day, our Squadron of 
Men of War, being in Purfuit of fix Datch Ships, we defcry'd that 
Day, making from Surarte towards Goa. Having waited there 15 
Days for the Diex Squadron, and being impatient of Delay, we 


fird an Almadic, 2s far as Goga, defigning to travel thence by 


Land to Din. At Goga we. {tard a whole Month, by Reafonthe 


| Road by Land was infelted with Refbuto Robbers, which oblig’d 


us to wait for the Fleet, andinit arrivd at Dzw, two Monthsaf- 

ter weleft Bazaim, At Die, the Commander, and Factor, in- 
fiead of forwarding, put us to much Trouble: but having di- 
fpatch’d our Affairs the belt we could weimbark’dfor Swaquem,on ~ 
the 24th of March 1623. 

_ The Veflel we were in, wasa Pink belonging to Luke de Soxufa, 
freighted by Lanlegi Dofi, and commanded by Aapogi Sangovi, 


and tow’d a large Veficl as big,asa Ship, and fo heavy loaded, 


that it could fcarce move, and the worfe becaufe fo ill ftow'd, that 
asfoon as fheanchor’d the_heel'd to one Side, and had like to fink, 
pais and the Hackl of the fi poln, mugei late before we had 
Sight of Socatora, and it was no {mall Vexation to us to fee the oe 
i DERE oal Superftitions of the Gentiles, and Dean E Superftitions . 
ans offering SEA {weet Gums, and perfumes to their Pagods, or 

Idols, in the Poop, and the Af aneaeiany in the Fore-Caftie calling 
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upon their falfe Prophet fora fair Wind, and dedicating to hima 
Figure, likea Horfe made of Bamboes, with feveral little Flags a- 
beut it, and pretending that their holy one enter’d into an old 
Moor, which he reprefented, acting the Mad-Man, and ftriking 
all that {tood in his Way, witha Ropes End ; at the fame Time. 
anfwering thofe who ask’d him, when they fhould fee Cape 
Guardafuy, enter the Red Sea, and come to Swaquem ; and all his 
an{wers prov’d as falfe asthe Prophet they came from, but they 
were all well pleas’d, and credulous nor the leaft out of Counte- 
nance,tho’ every thing afterwards fell out quite contrary to what 

thei: Prophet had foretold. 
In fhort, the Wind being fcant we could neither come to an- 
chor at Socoteratho’ we had Sight of it, nor at Caixem, which 
we ftood for feveral Days, but went to winter at Dofar. There | 
the Veffel lay at Anchor, from the 18th of May till the 16th of — | 
Oétober, and we all that while aboard, without ever going a- | 
fhore, but in continual Frights,few Days paffing without News be- 
ing brought, once that they had Intelligence of usat Land, a- 
nother Time that the Petty King was coming, or fending to 
fetch us; fometimes that there were Dasch Ships on the Coalt, 
and could not mif feing us; then that there were Tarkifh Ships, 
and Gallyes come from Moca, which would probably touch at 
Dofar, ot elfe we fhould meet them in our Way. This put us to 
the Trouble of hiding ourfelves frequently in feveral Holes about 
the Ship, asoften as any People came aboard trom Land, befides 
the want of Provifions, which oblig’d us to fhift with Rice, and 
fome Fith, when it was tobe had. The Water was a greater fuf- 
fering being very brackifh, or almoft falt, which fill’d us full of 
the Itch, and that, tho” we let blood for it, held us to Seaquens, 
and {ome even into Ethiopia. The Sailers fuffer’d much, tho? | 
they were molt of the Time afhore, many of them falling fick of | 
Fevers, and others ofthe Itch, but what griev’d them moft was | 
the Money they exacted from them for anchoring, being above 
2000 Pieces of Eight, befides the Lofs fultain’d in their Goods, | 
which taking wet, were {poil’d. S | 
‘Doft Port, _ I fhall fay little of Dofar, becaufe I was hot in the Place; but | 
it is well known to be on the Coatt of Arabia in about 15, of 16 
Degrees Latitude, betwixt Cayxem, and Curiamuria. The City 
is imall, the Inhabitants poor, the petty King was Brother, and 
SubjeA to him of Yaer, who is Lord of many Landsin this Part 
of Arabia, which hereabouts is neither populous, nor wealthy, 
Oii the fame Coalt, between Xaex and Dafar, is the City, and 
Kingdom of Cayem. This King of Xaer and Dofar is Matter of 
molt of the Frankincenfe in the World, growing on very hee 
naked 
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winds, blowing hard ; yet having taken a Pilot, we held on our 
Courfe, through that Labyrinth of Iflands, and Sands, till we 
came almoft in Sight of Suaquem, where the Wind failing us, we 
were ro, or 12 Days gaining leis than 3 Leagues, and then dropt 
Anchor, on the 4th of December, 50 Days after wehad left 
Dofar. - 

The «next Day we landed, 8 Months, and 12 Daysaftet our 


imbarki i i late] ith the Captain, th 
mbarking at Diz, gcine immediately with the 5 the 
Batts honours oat king jes ¥ p 


_ the Jefuits, 


Pilot, and chief Merchants, to wait upon the Bajja, who receiv'd 
us in honourable, and affable Manner, faying, he would permit 
us to go peaceably into Ethiopia, becaufe he wasa Friend to the 
Emperor, and defir’d to Keepagood Correfpondence with him, 
and the Emperor had fent to defireof him, that he would be kind. 
to, and fend the Fathers that fhould bappen to come thither, fafe 
to him. He order’d us all to puton Cabayas, thatis Velts, which: 
is the greateft Honour he beftows on thofe he favours ; but we 
knowing bow little it is worth, and how dear it commonly cofis, 
excusd ourielves, and: only I put on one, that we might not 
deem to flight his kindnefs. The Captain, the Pilot, and Ewent 
away with our Wells, a Horfeback, to our Lodgings, where we | 
took them off, asis the Cuftome, and with them to lighten the 
Purfe-of so, or 60 Pieces of eight, for the Baffa’s Servants, who 
invented this Cuflome fer their own Profit, So much they coft 
the Captain,and the Pilot; for Phavingdeclar’d, that I wasa poor 
‘religious Man, and not ambitious of fo expenfive an Honour, the- 
Bajja had orderd they thould not demand any Feesofme ; how= 
ever the fhow coltme 6, or 7 Pieces of eight. + 


ThiivPrefint The next Day we carry’d the Bafa the Prefent brought for hint}. 
jetri rejen? 


to bim 
giler Ta 


“which purchafes Leave to pafs through his Liberties. The princis- 
2 And pal Things it confilted of were, a China Counterpane, a Dimity 


Quilt curioufly wrought with Silk, a Velvet Carpet, an inlaid 
Efcritoire made at Dia, fome China Dithes, and Salvers,and fome 
other Curiofities, After the Ba/fa's, we carry’d another Prefent 
tolis Queguea, who is the Perfon that governs all things next to 
him, anda third to the Amin, being the Chief Officer ofthe- 
Cultom-houfe. Nor is this all, for there are many more that 
crave, and muft be ferv’d, as: Clerks, Commanders upon Paffes, 
Guards, Door Keepers, in {Fort they all ftick and draw as much 
asthey can. Above all the Duties on Goods were exhorbitants. 
for they valu’d Commodities at one Half more than they were 
worth, and according to that Rate took 16 pet Cent. befides fiye 
Piccesof every Sort in the Hundred. When we were thus well 

orn, he ditmifs’d us for Mazea, in honourable Manner, with 
Keiters of Recommendatton, ordering the Oxequea, and Amin 


ter 


kd 


























The Travels of the 





to permit us to go on our Way, without touching our Eqnipzge, 
or opening our arcelsor exacling any more Duties,and to allow 


us a goodGuard, for fome Days. Journey, , 


We ftay’d 16 Days at Suaquem, unpacking the Cloathing, fent 


in Charity to the Chriftians of Ethiopia, and relling ourtelves ; 


during which Time we were partly curd of the lich, and re- 


cover d the Fatigues of the Sea, the Air,being good, becanfe it 
wasthen Winter,and very mild, and there were good Provifions, 


of Beef, Mutton, Fith, and fome Fruit, asMclons Øe. All very 


good, andcheap, All thiscomes from the Continent, which is 
inhabited by Moors call’d Funchos, They ate generally tall, and 
flender, their Eyes very fiall, their King has a Share in the Pro- 


firs of the Cuttom-Houfe, which the Zwrksallow him, that he 











may iupply them with Provifions, and let the Caravans pafs. 
Saaquem isa very mall Mand, about two Musket Shot in Lengthy sua-quems: 


and oneand a halfin Breadth, the Channel that parts it from the 
Continent being about the fame Diftance over... Some of the 
“Hloufes are built with Stone, and Mud, others with Timber, and 
all cover’d with Mats. s 
We departed Suaquem on the zif of December, ina Geloa, or 
finall Veffel, and got to Mazna infix Days, coafting along by 
Day, and lying at Anchor in the Night. Mazna is like Suaqaens, 


an ffand. little larger, and clofe to the Coaft of Africk, fome of 


the Houles of Stone, and Mud, but plaifer’d, and white-wafh'd, 
and others of Wood, and Mats. There are fome Cifterns, and 


a Baltion at the Entrance over the Bar, with few. Guns on it. 
The River is (hallow, and can bear only the little Ships of Dis, 
which ride before it, between Mazus, and Arguito, or Deghane, 


for fo the Natives call it. Deghgno, or Argquico isa Town lying- 
along the Coal, having many Wels, dug in the Sand, whence Arguicds.... 
they have all the Water usd there, and carry’d over daily in 
three, of four Barks to Mazgan, and with it they water fome < 
mall Gardens of feveral Sorts of, Herbs, as alfo Lemon, and 
Pomegranate. Trees, which thrive well there. When I came 
hither this frt Time, it had no orber Fortification, but only an 
‘nclofure of Stone, and mud two Yards and a half high, andat- 
the End a poor Houfe, one Story high, where the Queguea liv'd, 
_ but when F retarn’din Fly 16335, the wall was built with Lime. 
and Stone; fome fay the {quare Fort adjoyning to the Oueguea’s 
“Houle is of Stone, and Earth, it has four Baltions, at the Angles, .. 
ghey and the Wall five, or fix Yards high, it Randsnearthe Wels, , 


to suard the Water. 


Javing prefented the Oucgueld, Aming and. other Officers, . 
and. fhomi them. the Ba/fa’s Pals; wotwithtlanding the which - 
they. 
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they exacted upon us, we departed thence on the 16 of Fanuary, 
attended by almoft all the Garrifon of 4rgsico, being thena- 
bout 20 Musketiers, tho at prefent they amount to above 200, 
They bore us companya Day and halfs Journey, till we met 
with People belonging to Zabot, a Village the Emperor had given 
the Fathers, chiefly that the Men of it, being above 300, arm’d 
with Javelins, and Targets, fhould go receive them at their 
coming, andthe Goods they brought for Charity, and condus 
them to Debaroa; becaufe there are generally great Bands of Rob- 
bers all along that Road, being moft of them Inhabitants of 
the neighbouring Towns, who by reafon the Country is very 
Mountainous, Defert in many Places, and fo remote from the, 
Court, have little Regard for the Emperor, retaining nothing- 
but the Name of Subjects. Befides thofe already mention’d, the 
Viceroy Keba Chriffos, a Zealous Catholick, being then in his 
Camp near Debaroa, fent his Brother AfmaGuerguis, and the 
Bahar Nagais Acaba Chriftos, to guard us, with a good number of 
Men. All this was little enough, for the Fame of our coming, 
and bringing aconfiderable Caravan, had mov’d the Robbers to 
fummon one another from all Parts, fo that there were great 
Numbers of them ready to fall upon us. 

We {pent four or five Days in getting through the dangerous 
Paffes, for the moft Part climbing exceflive high Mountains, a- 
mong which there were fome Landstill’d, and fpacious Meadows, 
where great numbers of {tately fat Cows and Oxen graz’d, which 
continue fo allthe Year, for in December, Fanuary, and February 
they feed in thefe Grounds towards the Sea, where it is then Win- 
ter, and in Jane, Fuly, Augu and September, they go farther 
upthe Country, to take the Winter there. 

Afmaraisa highCountry, but not fo Mountainous, 8 or g 
Leagues {hort of Dabaroa, where the Inland Winter of Ethiopia 
ends. From that Place towards tle Sea, we could fee the thick 
Clouds,and mighty Showers attending the Winter on the Coatt, 
hang over the Mountains, and high Vales, without fearing to be 
wet, the Natives affuring us they never camethither. A little 
beyond Afmara we met witha Regiment of Portuguefes, belong- 
Ing to Maegoga, andamong them Fohn Gabriel, a Man in Efteem, 
who for feveral Years had commanded all of that Nation in 
Ethiopia, With them came 5 Servants of the Viceroys and 
brought 5 Mules he fent us, onefor each of the Fathers, and the 
5th for Emanuel Magro, who bore us Company from India ; 
they were good Bealts and ferv’d us feveral Years. That fame 
Prince gave four Mules more to other 4 Fathers that came in 
July, and the next Yearfent 7 to the Patriarch and Fathers, he 
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D nace EOE re Oem 
brought with him, which are no fimall Gifts for a Country that 
is not wealthy. 

The next Day we caine tothe Viceroy’s Camp, who order'd 
all his Men to receive us ina fpacious Plain, being about 1500 
Soldiers, 300 of them mounted on Males, many of whom led 


very fine Horfes, The Viceroy himfelfembrac’d us with fingular, 


joy, and after a fplendid Entertainment, we went to lie half a 
League further, at a Village of our own call’d Adegada , where 
we were vifited by bim thenext morning, and continu’d four 
Days, during which Tune above 200 new Converts receiv’d the 
Bleffed Sacrament, befides the old Catholicks. 

Here many Portaguefes of Maegoga and the Viceroy appointed 
usa good Guard, fo that we pafs'd the Defertof Seraoe, lying be- 
tween Debaroa and Maegoga, being TO or 12 Leagues in Length, 


attended by above 600 arm’d Men. Inthis Place, befides Tigers, 


Lions, Ounces, and Elephants, there are Abundance of Robbers, 


-reforting to it from all Parts of Tigre, and particularly from fome 


neighbouring Mountains, which are fo uncouth, that they fel- 
dom own any Subjection to the Viceroy, and at that Time, 
they were in Rebellion. Towards the End of this Defert we 
crofed the River Marebo, and at a {mall Diftance from it met 
F. Fames de Mattos, who was ceme a Days Journey from Maegoga 
to expect us, having liyd there above a year without the Com- 
pany ot any other Father. 
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The next Day wearriv’d at Fremona, a Town in the fmall Fremona 
Territory call’ d Maegoga, and fuppos’d by fome to have taken its Town. 


name from Fremonatios, the firt Bifhops of Aczum, whom out 
Books call Framentus, The name of Maegoga was taken from the 
Water-running clofe by, it being ufual in Tigre to give Denom- 
nations to Territories from the Waters, Mae fignifies water, in 


or Guagnu 
‘by the daid Water of two Streams there are, one coming from 
the North, the other from thë North Eaft, wafhing the Foot of 
certain high Mountains, lying to the Eaftward. At the Conflux 
of thefe two Streams, a {mall Hill rifes above the Plain, on 
which ftands the Town of Eremona, above which, it (ill rifes 
gently to the W etwatd, where it forms another Head. From the 
mid way is another (till greater Afcents turning towards the 
Sotith, of Sctith Welt. The Fathers Had for Fear of the many 


~ Robbers thereabouts, built a Houle of Stone; and Clay, on the 


~ fecond Head above mention’d, to which feveral others being afters 


‘their ancient Language, which is that of their Books, and Goga, Maegoga 
a, for fo they write and pronounce 1t, 1s the Noife made Territorys 


wardšaddëd; the Place becaine trong, for that Colintry ba 


dota by 7 of $ Baltions, with lofty Curtins between t 
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This Place defended by 20, or 30 Muskets, and one Drake, ma- 
nagd by the Sonsof the Portuguefes was look’d upon’ as impreg- 
nable. The Town Hes fcatter’d all about the Hill, having now 
many Houfes of Stone and Clay, with Enclofures of the fame, 
there being great Plenty of Stone, and very fit for any Work ; 
which they dig in Pieces 3, or 4 Inches thick, of what Length, 
and Breadth they pleafe, and is, taken out of the Quarry withe 
out the Help of Pick-axes, or Wedges, only digging, and parting 
them with flight Iron Crows. The Clay isallred, and fo glu- 
tinous, that it faves Lime. In this Place we refted fome Days, 
waiting for the Emperor’s Orders to go on to Dambea, which 
foon came, with Directions to the Viceroy to affign us a good 
Guard, as he did, commanding the Webtet of Aczumtocondud 
us with his Men, as faras Sire, andthe X#mo of Sire to fee us fafe 
beyond the Defert, which both pufétually obey’d. 
We came to Fremona about the Beginning of Febrsary 1624, 
q and departed thenee on the laft Day ofthe fame Month, threeof 
us, leaving F. Emanuel Barradas, with F. Fames de Mattos, to 
afit him in ferving the many Converts of the Kingdom of Tigre, | 
Our Journey to Ganeta Fefas took us up 20 Days, and there we 
had a Refidence, where F. Lewis de Azevedo then was, and the 
Emperor fent to order us, not to make any Stay.. At break of 
Day we fet out and came at Noontothe Topofa very high and 
- {teep Afcent, forthe Territory of Daucaz is a Spot of Ground, a- 
bout a League in Length, and little lefs in Breadth. All this 
ees is very high Land, no way acceflible without climbing Moun- 
aera Dancaz, tains ofa valt Heigth, for 3, or 4. Hours, and thefe are almo(t up- 
right. Thisis an excellent Situation for a City, were it in Ewrope, 
being full of Srrings, and Rivulets, Meddows, and Corn Fields ; 
tho’ there are few Trees, but thatis not the Fault of the Soil, but 
of the Inhabitants, who are continually cutting them down, and 
never plant any. . Near the middle of this Territory, on a {mall 
Ridge was the Emperor’s Camp, or Town, containing about 8, 
or 9000 Houles, all of them of Timber, or Stone, and Clay, 
thatch’d, and being fer the molt Partround, they look’d more ~ 
like a Parcel of Hay Reeks than a City. The Patriarch coming 
over 4, or 5 Years after, brought with him fome Mafons, who 
built the Emperor a Palace of Lime, and Stone, which in that 
Country was wonderfull, the like having never been there feen 
ae would have been reckned a noble Stru&ure in any other 
; Parts. 
Jefuits Re- — Halfa League from the Camp we were met by all the Prime 
ceptions at Men of Quality, attended by feveral Bodies of Horfe, and Foot, 
Court. who conducted us to the Camp, where the Emperor receiv'd us 
in 
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ina ground Room, fitting on his Couch, which is his Throne, 
on curious filk Quilts, leaning on Brocade Cufhions, The Room 
wasrichly hung, the Viceroys ftanding along ‘the Walls, the 
great Men clad in Velts of Velvet, Cloth of Gold, Brocade, or 
Satin, with their broad rich Swords in their Hands, as is usd at 
Court. The Emperor had a noble Prefence, being tall, well 
favour’d, large beautifull Eyes, a fharp Nofe, a broad hanfome 


_ Beard, cloath’d in Crimfon Velvet to the Knees, with AdLoori/h 


Breeches of the fame, a Girdle of feveral thick Gold Plates, and a 


loofe upper Damask Garment of the fame Colour. He {carce fuffer’d 
us to kifs his Hand, but order’d we fhould fit down near his 


Couch, the Nobility afterwards feating themfelves by Degrees. 


= After the ufual Ceremonies, and delivering hima Letter from 


| 
| 
| 





F. Matins Vitellefchi, tae General of our Order, he difmifs’d us, 
{fent a plentiful Entertainment after us, of feveral Cows, Pots of 
Wine, and Honey, pas, or Cakes of Bread, Gc. Some Days 
after weretir'd toreftus at our Refidence of Gorgorra. Thus far 
F. Emanuel d Almeyda’s Relation. 





Cuar VIL 


| Several Fathers fent into Ethiopia. Ras Cella Chri- 


ftos the Emperors Brother fuppreffes a Rebellion. 
Don Alfonfo Mendez appointed Patriarch fails 
from Lisbon to Goa. . 


. Matius Vitellefchi, the General of the Fefsits had order’d the 


£ Vifitor_in India, to fend 12 more into Ethiopia, upon the 


| 
| 
| 





News of the great Progrefs made in that Country. Four being 
already as far as Dofar on their Way, the Vifitor appointed 8 
more, andin regard it was fear'd, the Tørks would not per- 
mit fo many to pafs the fame way, four were order’d to go by 
Maxzua, 2 by Melinde, and 2 by Zeia. i 

The firit 4 had a good Voyage from Dis to Mazua, wherethe 


arrived on the 2d of May, having fet out about the latter end of 4 Jefuits 

= March, Here they were detaind by the Bafa of Suaquem, till he wore pafs by 

bad receiv’d a Prefent he expected from the Emperor of Ethiopia, the way of 
being a Zecora, or that curious Sas before defcrib’d, which the Mazua. 
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ucwetes call Burro do Matto, that isa wilt Ais. The Heat 
wae watt during their Stay inthat finall Iland, that all their — } 
Skin being parch’d came off in Fieaks, and Scu rf but being Gd 
tisfy’d to etcape with their Lives, as foon as di{mils’d, they pro. 
ceeded on their Journey and came {afe to Fremona, . | 
2 from Me- Thofe two appointed to go: by the Way of Melinde, aftet 
linde return vifiting all the Ports on that Coaft, and inquiring tn all Places 
to India. how they might proceed on their intended Journey, finding no 
Directions, nor any Perfon that could pretend to guide them, re- 
turn’d at la(t,into Jadia. It is not tobe wonder'd they fhould find 
no way, the nearett Port on that Coatt being at leaft 150 Leagues 
in a ftreight Line from any Part of the. Abifines Dominions, and | 
all among the moft Brutal, Barbarous, andInhuman Nations 





that Africk affords. l ; 
The two that were toattempt paffing through Zeyla, tho’ well 
2 put to recommended by the AZveri/h King of Caixem, were immediately 
Deathas  feiz’d by-that Barbarous Prince of Zeyla, or Adel, and after fome | 
Zeyla. Days imprifonment put to Death in their dark Confinement. 


This fame Year 1624, the Emperor put out a Declaration, in 
Favour of the Catholick Religion, which much provok’d the ad- 
verle Party, who knowing they could never prevail as long asthe 
Emperor and his Brother Ras Cella Chri/Fos were throughly united, 

Pratties a they workd fo far by falfe Infinuations, that the Sovereign 

bout Religion.growing Jealous remov’d his faid Brotherfrom the Viceroythip 
of Gojam, and tho’ he was foon relftor’d, yet this Jealoufy was 
never quite extinguith’d, but produc’d many Mifchiefs, which af- 
terwards,enfud., 

Ras Gella Chriffos at this Time dedicate} the Church of Lime 
and Stone the Fathers had built for him, at Cerca, in the Kingdon: 
of Gojam ; and having receiv'd Orders from the Emperor to march 
againtt the Rebels in the Kingdom of Amahara, under the Son of 
Cabrael, he fet forward, not with{tanding allthe Dithculties, that 
might have obftructed, itbeing then the Depth of Winter. The. 
Rebels fled at the Sight of his Advancd Parties, which flew many, 
and took all their Baggage, their Ringleader retiring toan in- | 
accefible Mountain, with the Remains of his broken Forces, one 

Ras Cella of the Gallas who was inthe Imperial Camp, undertook for a 
Chyiltos de- confiderable Reward to betray-him to Cella Chriltos To this pure- 

feats Rebels. pofe he pretended to defert, and coming to the General of the Re- 

bels, perf{waded him to gu over to his Country, where he would 

prevail with thofe People to efpoufe his Quarrel, His advice was. 

follow’d, and’ the Traitor being conducted toa Town of that 

Nation, his deceitfull Guide perfwaded his Countrymen rather to 

deliver him up-to the Emperors Brother,. for a good. Reward, 

than, 
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ce aa 
than pretend to fupport kis broken Fortune. Accordingly they 
dafh’d out his Brains, with their Clubs, and fent his ee and 
Beard which was all that remain’d unbroken to RasCella Corifos. 
He in the mean while had gain’d the Mountain, where he found 
all the Treafure belonging to thofe Outlaws, which he diftributed 
among his Men,only reterving for himfelf fome Things to be reftor'd 
to an ancient Church, whence they had been taken by the Rebels. 
F.Emanuel de Almeyda faw them, and fays they were a 
gold Chalice, that. would hold about three Pints, and weigh’d 
two Pounds, a Paten above three Spans in Compafs, three Spoons 
wherewith they gave the confecrated Wine, twoofthem Gold, 
and one Silver, a great Bible, bound in Crimfon Velvet, all 
pleated with Gold. ht i tee 
«The News of this Succefs was brought to the Emperor; at the 
Time when our Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez was at. Gorgorra, 
 ordaining the firft Prielts in Ethiopia ; yet thiscould not fop the 
- Progrefs of Envy, which never ceas' d to Mifreprefent him to the 
Emperor. But we mutt leave that Affair to givean Account of 
- the aforefaid Patriarchs coming into that Country. 

The Emperor of Ethiopia having made preffing Inftances to the F, Alfonfo 
Popeand King of Portugal to fend him a Patriarch, notwith{tand- Mendez P d- 
ing the two former Prelates fent thither had been fo ill treated syjarch. 

by that Princes Predeceflors, King Philip the 4th of Spain, nam’d 
to that Dignity F. Alfon fo Mendez, of the Society of Fefus, 
Doétor of Divinity, and a Perfon excellently qualify’d for that 
Function. Life being very uncertain in fuch a tedious Voyage, 
it was thought fit to appoint others to fucced him, the firit of 
which was F. James Seco, with the Title of Bifhop of Wice, the 
od EF. John de Rocha, Ril’d Bifhop of Hierapolis, who were all 
three confecrated at. Lisbow,in the Year 1623. Thefe three, with 
feventcen more of the Society, imbark’din March, that fame Year, 
and arriv’d in September at Mozambique, where they were forc’d 
to Winter, which being pafs’d they reach’d Goa on the 28¢h of 
| 

| 

















May 1624, the Bifhop of Nice, above mention’d, dying by the 
Way. The Patriarch’s Voyage from that City to the Port of 
Baylar, and bis Journey thence by Land to Fremona we will de- 
liver out of a Letter of his own,in the following Chapter- 
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Cuar VIII. 


The Patriarch Don Alfonfo Mendez his Letter, 
giving an Account of hisVoyage from Goa to Baylur, 
and his ourney by Land thence to Fremonas 
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ae , Į Departed Gos, fays the Patriarch, on the 17th of November, 
The Patri- 1624, for Diz, intending toimbark there for Seaguem, or Ma- 
arch to go by zaa; but receiv'd Letters at Sea from the Father Rector at Din, 
Dancali, eiving me to underftand, there was no Ship there to carry me to 
either of thofe Ports, the Bazians pofitively refufing to go thither, 
becaufe they had the foregoing Year been unreafonably exacted 
upon by the Baffa, and other Officers of the Cuftom-Houte: Be- 
fides there were Letters newly come from the Emperor, and Fa- - 
thers in Erhiopia, advifing, that I fhould not go by the Way of 
Suaquem, or Mazua; but repair to a Port of the King of Dane 
cali, whois a very good Neighbour, and almoft fubje&t to the 
Emperor, which Port is call'd Baylar, and is 12 Leagues within 
the Mouth of the Streights, for that Way f might take with me 
what Men, Church Stuff, Books, or other Goods’ I pleas’d, and 
be as fafe as inthe Emperor’s own Dominions. At the fame 
Timethey advis’d that no Merchant Ships muft venture to that 
Port,but only Men of War, Galliots that could row,or other fuch 
light Veflels, that might be outof Danger of the Turks of Moca, 
which lies jult oppofite. Adding that notice fhould be given of | 
the Time I was to fet out, that all things might be in Readinefs, 
and a number of Men to conduct me. Befides thefe I receiv’d 
Letters from the Emperor of Ethispia, and his Brother Ras Cella 
Chriffos, the great Promoter of Chriftianity, which are here omit- 
ted as too tedious, 
Itouch’d at Bazaim Damam, and Goga, and arriv’d at Dig on 
Hise „the 2d of February. Four Galiots fitted out for this Purpofeat 
3s COMPANY, Bazaim coring to this Port on the 23d of March, I imbark’d on 
the 2d of April and fet failthe next Morning, with four Fathers 
of the Society, which were F. Jerome Lobo, F. Brunod Santa 
Cruz, F. Fobna Velafes, and F. Francis Marguex, two Lay-Bto« 
thers bang Emanuel Luis, and Foha Atartins, and 13 LaysMen, 
one of them aServant l brought from Portugal, § good Mufitianey 
4 Abyfines, two Maloney aud two other Servants. the 
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The Wind being flack, and fteady, we had Sight of the I- 





fland Zocotera on the 18th, and ftanding for it all Night had like Efcapes great 


to be caft away about break of Day, being juft ready torun up- ee at 


onaShoal that buts out from the Iland to the Ealtward; bug 
that the Captain, who at other Times us’d to rely upon the Sail. 
ors, ftepp’d to the Head, and looking out, faw the Sea ripple 
under the Cutwater, which made him cry to theSteerfman to 

utthe Helm up hard a Lee, andthe Galiot, which at other 
Times did not readily anfwer the Helm, and mult now upon the 
leat fticking have {plit upon a Kock, came about as {wift as 
the able(t Horfeman could havedone, to the Admiration of all 
the Men, and particularly of the Captain, who, tho’ well ac- 
quainted with the Sea, and having run many Dangers, de- 
clard he never wasin any likethis, and look’d all the Day af- 
ter as pale as a Gholt, protefting the Deliverance was mira- 
culous. 


Running along the North Side of the Ifland, we came to the Refrelh'd 
watering Place, where the King of Caixem has a Town, and in from Shere. 


it a very hanfome Houle, with a Gallery, after the Manner 
of India, and Portugal. The King’s Factor, being the Prime Man 
there, was trighteu, aud drew out all the Men in Arms, to bein 
a Readinefs, but underftanding they were Portuguese Veflels, 
| prefently fent out an Almadie to compliment the Commodore, 
and cfer fuch frefh Provifions as the Country afforded, which we 
flood in need of, and accordingly, the next Day fent us a con- 
fiderable Prefent of Fleih, and Tamarinds 5 not only for the 
Captain, but for the Fathers. 

“That night we ftood off from the [flind, and pafs'd between 
‘Abdaluria, and the 2Silters, and on the 21% in the Morning 


difcoverd Cape Guardafay. On the 29:h we enter’d the Mouth of 4rrive at 
the Red Sea,and the next morning by break of Day were fix or fe- Baylurs 


yen Leagues within infill inclining towards the Coalt of Ethiopia’ 
without having Sight of Moca, or fo much as of the Iflands, 
where generally the Tarkifh Galleys, or other Veflels ufe to cruize. 
On the 2d of May we found our defir'd Port ot!Baylar, which 
we might have got into the next Day after our entering the 
“Mouth of the Red Sea, being the 3944 of April, had out Pilots 
known how to bit it, In the Port were three or four {mall Veffels 
of Afoca, which feeing ours that row’d, and had fharp Beaks, 
fell very haltily to landing all they had aboard, An Almadie of 
ours went befote, and the Xeqgue, ot Governour plac’d there by 
the King, who refides about fix or feven Leagues ftom thence, 
coming out to her, the Interpeter told him, There were three 
Ships come from dndia, which intended to water ; giving ase his 
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Prefent, and fo to profecute their Voyage. Heina great Frigbt, 
aníwerd. He would give them all the Water they had Occafion 
for, but they mult be gone immediatly, and would have fent 
Holtages prefently ; but the Interpreter reply’d. They would go 
afhore the next Morning. 

Being affur’d that was Baylar, we drew as near to Land, as 

Is wellre- the Sea would permit, which is there very fhoal, and full of 

ceiv’d. Flats. As foon as the lealt of our Ships came up with the Turkifh 

Veffels, and made it felf Malter of them, the Interpreter went 

afhore, and told the Xeque the Truth of the Matter, That the 

Emperor of Ethiopia had ient for Fathersto India, and directed 

them tocome to that Port, becaufe the King washis Friend, and 

had engag’d to give thera a good Reception; that they were a- 

board, but that no arm’d Men fhould land, or doany Harm, 

This fatisty’d the Xeque, who faid, They had receiv’d fuch orders 

from their King three Years before, and he the Emperor's Pre- 

` fents to that Effect. An old Man, whois a Sort of Judge there, 

whom they call Furto, added, that he came about a Month fince 

from the King’s Camp, and whillt be was there, Letters were 

brought from the Emperor of the fame Purport both of them then 

came aboard, in very friendly Manner, which was a great 
Satisfaction to us. 

We departed Baylur on the 5th of May, afternoon, not fo 
well furnifh’d as we expected, for tho’ they had promis‘d us, 
and there was need of many more Camels, yet we being very 
halty to be gone, as apprehending the Neighbourhood of Moca, 

Troublefome they foundusbut 14, which oblig’d us to leave behind much of 
travelling. Out Goods, taking only the molt valuable, we being now 22 
` Perfons, with two that joyn’d us from the Ships. Only fix Affes 

could be got, fothat-werode by Turns, and went a foot moft 

Part of the Way, which when it was not loofeSand, was over. | 

Mountains cf Iron Mines,the Stones whereof are like the Drofs that | 

comes fromthe Furnaces, and fo fharp pointed, that they fpoilt | 

a Pair of Shooes ina Day, and there being no great Stock of | 

them, molt of my Companions were forced to make ufe of the 
Pack-thread Buskins we carry’d for the Servants, and not being 

us'd to them, their Feet were much gall’d, and Bloody, follow- 

ing the Camels eleven Days our Journey lafted. Some of them 

to partake of the Blefling the Prophet Zfaiah gives the Feet of, 

Minifters of the Gofpel,would not ride at all,eating very litle be fides 

Rice we had with us, meeting no Town to furnith us with Provi- 

i° fions ; and the Heat fo violent thatit melted the Wax in our Boxes, 
i ‘without any Shade, but that of Briers, which did us more Harm 
than good, lying on the hard Ground, and drinking brackifh 
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Water, of 2 very il! Scew’, and ‘owctimes but hele ofthat. Yet 
the greate Vexation we had was the Company of the Camel 
Divers, who dealt with usmoit barbaroufl,, and could never 
be corrected by the old Førro above mention’d, who went 
along with us, continually craving fomething, and with a De- 
fign to inform his King, what he might demand of us. This 
Man, the Kinder we were to him, the worfe he treated us, obs 
liging usto maintain, and cook for him, and he would always 
be the firt ferv'd, andifatany Time his Meat was not fo foon- 
ready as he expected, he reveng’d himfelfby not travelling that 
Day, and -playing usa thouland Dog Tricks, ftriking our Men, 
all which we were fain tobear, for Fear our Goods fhould be 
leftin that Defert, which he would be very apt to do, becaufe 
he was paid before hand, for the Hire of the Camels, without 
which he would not have {tir'd a Foot with us. 


The King of Daacali being inform’d of our Arrival, came [ix Reception by 
Days Journey, from remoter Parts, to a better Country, where she King of 
there wis good Water, and fent his Brother before to receive, or Danc nit 


rather to pillage us, for foon after we met; he fentto put usin 
mind, we fhould give him his Prefent, which we coul! not a- 
void delivering in that very Place, tho’ we pleaded the Things 
were all difperf'd in the feveral Packs,that were to be open’d when. 
we came to the King,his Brother’s Camp. To fhow what Difference 
there isin Men's Fancies, he willingly accepted of all that was 
Clothing, and only rejected, and defir'd us to change him a 
little Cabinet of Dis, curioufly inlay’d, which is worth there 
five Cruzados, that isabout 13 or 14 Shillings, for a Bit of Cloth, 
worth about eight Pence. The King made the fame Account of 


fome Curiolities of China we offer’d bim, parting with them im- - 


mediately, and being extremely, fond of the Cloathing, tho’ of 


very {mall Value; The Reafon his People gave for this was, that, . 


he always living in Tents, Curiofities were of no ufethere, nor 
had he any thing worth keeping in them. 

The next Day, the King fent usfour Mules for the four Prins 
cipal Fathers to come into his Camp 1n more ftate, among which 
one fell tomy Share, becaufe Iwas reckoned the Great Father, for 
fo they call they Superior. This Name funk that of» Pa- 
triarch, or buna, of which the King had receiv’d fome Intel- 
ligence, brought him out of Erhiopia, by the Moorifh Comman- 
der, and the Portugnefes, that came from thence. Seeing us all in 
the fame Habit, which was alwaysthat the Society wear in LZndia, 


they ask’d for the Abana, that camefrom Rome, and we anfwer'd,. 
Hedy’d atSea, meaning the Bithop of Wice, at which the King > 
wasas much concern’d as we, thinking he had lofta Semp 
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His poor 
Equipage. 


wiour. 


Ward Fare. 


ble Prize in him. Heprepar’d to receive usina Hall, like that 
the Poets defcribe the firlt King of Rowe had, round, enclos’d and 
coverd with Hay, and fo low, thatit oblig’d ineto bow lower 


than I had intended. Nor could the Wind be confin’d in ir, 


being open on all Sides, On one of them the Floor, was rais’d about 
four Fingers above the reft, and on it a {mall Carpet of Lar in 
Perfia, worn {o thread bare, that it look’d as ifit had ferv’dall 
his Predeceflors, with a {mall Cuthion of the fame Antiquity, 
which when he was better provided with what we gave him, he 
order’d to be laid for us to fit down before him, inftead ofa Lea- 
ther we had at the firt Vifits, and we afterwards {aw it on his 
Horfe. His Canopy wasa Piece of courfe Cloth, on the right 
Hand a Chair, which was once good, with Silver Plates, and on 
the left two very large Calabafhes, full of a Liquor, he us’d in- 
Nead of Wine, and took of it often, before his Vifiters, and thefe 
were the Kittledrums that went before him, when he came thither 
from his Tent, which was a {mall Diftance, and might for An- 
tiquity have ferv’d J/mael, from whom they boaft they are de- 


{cended, 


His Gravity, and Sedatenefs was well becoming a King, and he 
fhow’d it in defpifing a {mall Prefent we carry ‘d him for Admit- 
tance as hisServants told us was ufual,referving the reft for another 
Time, which hedid that we might not think that fufhcient ; nor 
did he fhow much liking of the great Prefent,tho’ it was of confider- 
able Value, nor that he could find Fault with it, but that there 


might be Room for us to give more, and him tocrave on, ashe | 


did during all the 17 Days we ftay’d there, which very much 
vex'd us, and yet we were much oblig’d to him, for tho’ he fans 
cyd we brought much more than in Reality we had, and both 
himfelf and his People were very greedy, which is occafion’d by 
the Country being fo poor, that for above 50 Leagues I travell’d 
through, thereis not one Foot fit to be fow'd, and they live upon 
Flefh,and Milk,and {ome Corn brought them cut of Erhiopia;yet he 
never order'd our Goods to be fearch'd, nor fawany of them, nor 
exacted any Duties. The Fathersthat went bythe Way of Ma- 
zua, and Suaquens faid we fhould not have come off there for 150 
Pieces of Eight. 

Here we began tobe pinch’d with Hunger, for tho’ the Rectors 
of Bazaim, and Tana had furnith’d us with Provifion enough to 
{erve us both by Sea and Land, it was left at Baylar, both for want 
of Carriage, and becaufe they told us there was Plenty enough at 
the King’s Camp ; but wefound fo little, that it wasa great hap- 
pu els to meet with halfa Peck of Millet, which we eat by Mea- 
fure, either boiltd, or roafted, there being no conveniency for 

grinding 
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grinding, and very often we fed upon nothing but Fleth, which 
they fold us very dear, knowing we mufteat, and they had then 
a good Opportunity to furnifh themfelvcs with Cloa'hing, which 
atlength began to fail, and none having Faith enough to truft 
us, we were oblig'd to fhorten our Allowance, At our taking 
Leave, the King would have me, as being the great Father, to 
ride his own Horfe, fiom his Tent to ours, magnifying the Ho- 
nour he did ustherein, and telling us, that even hisown Brother Honour done 
did not mount hisHorfe. There was no diflwading him from it, ppe Patriarch 
tho we ure’d that the Fathers did not ufe to ride a Horfebick, for 
he wasrefolv’d the Emperor fhould know he did his Matters that 
Honovr, fo that 1 was oblig’d to mount, and went back with 
great noife of Horfe-bells, and wellatrended. 

The next Day, being the 5th of Fane, we were difmifs'd, 
with more Honour than Conveniency, having but one He Mule, 
befides the Bealts we brought from Baylar, fo that we were little 
mended, except my felf, who had agood Mule given me by Paul 
who would never ride in all the Way, alledging he 
could not doit, when the Fathers went a foot. Thus we travell’d 
through uncooth Lands, but with Plenty of good Water, the 
Moorifh Commander, and his Men going along with us, as alfo 
a Renegado Abyfine, who was his Father in Law, : 

The Boundary between the Kingdomsof Dancalé and Tygre, Roch Salt 
isa Plain four Days Journey in Length, and one in Breadth, grows. 
which they call the Country of Salt, for there is found all that 
they ufe in Exhiopia inftead of Mony; being Bricks, almoft a 
Span lorg, and four fingers thick and broad, wonderful white, 
fine, and hard, and there is never any mifs of it, tho they carry 
away never fo much; and this Quantity 1s fo great, that we 
met a Caravanofit, wherein we believ'd there could be no lef 
than 600 Bealt of Burden, Camels, Mules, and Affes,of which the 
Camelscarry 600 of thole Bricks, and the Affes 140, or 150, and 
thefe continually going, and coming. They tell many Stories con- 
cerning this Salt Field, and among the reft, that in fome Part 
of it, there are Houfes that look like Stone, in which they hear 
human Voices, and of feveral other Creatures, and that they call 
fuch as pais that Way, by their Names, and yet nothing can be 
feen: The Morib Commander told me, that as he went by 
there, witha Lion Ras Cella Chriffos fent to Moca, three or four 
of his Servants vanifh’d on a fudden, and he could never heir of 
‘them after. In one Place there isa Mount of Red Silt, which 
is much us’d in Phifick. Thisis to be pafs'd over by Nicht, becaule 
the Heat is fo violent in the Day, that Travellers, and Belts are Red Salt. 
ftifled, and the very Shoes parch up, as if they were laid on 
burning Coals. We enter’d upon it at three in the Afternoon, 
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pleas'd God that the Sun clouded, which the ae 
Mor attributed to his Prayers, We travell’d all the Niphe 
to get over the Salt Hill, only refting three times, whillt the 
Camels Burdens were fet down, and loaded again; and on the 
ith of Fune in the Morning came toa parcel of Stones, where 
they told us, theSalt was atan End. Here weall faw towards 
our Right, a Star in the Sky larger than the Planet call’d the 
Morning Star, very beautifull and bright, continuing fix'd in the 
fame Place, whillt a Man might fay the Lords Prayer, and an 
five Mary. On a fudden it enlightened all the Horizon, and 
retoye’d our Hearts, 

“Wewere oblig’d to travel all Day, that we might come to 
Water in the Evening, and had another Iron Mountain to patsy 
like that of Dancali, where our Portugaefe Companion bid ug 


Rrike offa fhorter Way than the Caravan could -go, along. 


which we travell’d afoot at lealt fix Hours, almoft perith’d for 
wantof Drink, tilla Moo we met accidentally conducted us to 
the Water, aud there the Carayanjoin’d us atNight. We made 








buta Mhort flay here, being told that the Gallas us'd to refort to 


that Water, and therefore travell’d on all Night to get over a 
great Plain they continually haunt, which we found f{trew’d with 
the Bones of 160 Perfons thofe Barbarians had butcher’d, and 
frehted us, feing the Track of their pafting that way the fame 
Night, and yet we could not get over it, till Hight or Nine the 
neat Morning, when we took to the Mountains, where thofe Peo- 
ple feldom go, and telted there all the remaining Part of the 
Day. k 

The next Night we travers’d another Plainof the Gallas thors 
ter than the other, andthen came upon the Bank of a River, a= 


Jong which we travell’d. two Days, and I think it may be ' 


recknd one of the pleafantelt in the World, forthe Water ie clear 
ard cool,and the Herbs growing along it {weet, as Penny Royal, 
Bafil, and many more we know net. The Banks are coverd 
with Tamarind, and thofe Trees they call of the Pagod in India, 
befides many others, on which there were abundance of Monkeys 
skipping about and making Faces at us. Here we met a Man, 
who brought us Letters from the Fathers, and faid F Emanuel 
Barradas would be with us the next Day at Noon. The Renes 
gado told us, the Camels fhould go no farther, unlefs we gave 
fomething more for them; and at Night, that we muf lie fill 
all the next Day, becaufe theit Houfe was hard by, and they 
would go kill a Cow, in Honour of S. Michael, whofe Feftivat’ 
is kept in Erhiopia on the 16th of Funes and the Moors obferve 
i. That Night four or five Men came upto us; fent by F. E- 
manuel Barradas, with Provifions, the 
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The next Day, at 9 of the Clock, we came to the Poot of the 
Mountain Sanafe where beganthe Command of the Moorifh Cap- 
tain that went for us, and fo far, we had hir'd the Camels, who 
could not go up it, becanfe very high, and fteep. Soon after we 
had fet up our Tent, came F. Barradas, with feveral Ethiopians ot 
Quality, many Porteguefer, Mules for all the Fathers, a very fine 
one for the Patriarch and a bundance of Provifions. Here £. 
Barradas advis'd me to puton the Epifopal Robes; which when 
the Morib Commander faw, he was much furprisd, and bega’d 
my Pardon for not having known me fooner, topay that Ho- 
nour that was dueto my Dignity, and the Renegado hearing of 
| it was fo confoounded, that he durftnot fhow his Face. On the 
17th weafcended the Mountain, which is higher than the Alps, as 
_ one of our Companions fid, who had puisd them, and thicker 
of Cedars, Cypre(s, and other Trees, and {weet Herbs, the com- 
mon Weed on it being extraordinary high Tufts of Sage, and white 

















Barley, and Millet, which we had not teen before. The Xumo of 
| Agamea met usat the Place where we lay that Night,he and the o- 
thers with him bringing Prefents of 20r 300 4pas, or Cakes of 
Bread each, and 2, or 3, Cows, as alfo four, five or fix Camels 
loaden with Meltheglin, all which was divided among the Com- 
pany, and tho’ perhaps the Prefents might be the more confidera~ 
le, becaufe they were for Guelts, who came from fuch remote 
Parts, it isa fettled Cultom in Ethiopia to entertain, and give a 
| Days Provilfion toall Paflengers, according to their Quality, and 
if it benot done the Traveller may the next Day complain of the 
| Governour of the Town. The Xumo of Amba Senete, to whofe 
Houle we came the 34 Night, gave us there 8 Cows, and we 
were entertain’d after the Ethiopian Manner, a Round Table be- 
ing fpread on the Ground, and on it many Apat, as broad as 
Peck Loaves, made of Wheat, and a fort of Peale much valu'’d 
in that Country, on which they lay the Meat, fo they are both 
_ catan together, Both Flefh and Dith. 
_” Being thus attended by a great number of Hork Men, richly 
clad, who went before Skrimifhing with their Jrvealins, and Tar- 
gets, we came to Fremona, which isa large and famous Town 
“jh thefe Parts, on the 217 of Jane. Thus far the Patriarch's 


Letter, 
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Rofes. Going down again, we caine into Tild Grounds, full of | 
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The Patriarch’s Journey to the Court. His Reception 
there. The Progre{s of Religion. Several Rebellions, 
and Contrivances of the Schifmaticks for fubverting 
the Roman Religion. 


Tr Patriarch coming to Fremona when the Winter began, 
whichisthere on the 21/7 of Fune, and ends in September, he 


was forced to ftay all Offober and a great part of November, decaufe | 


it is extraordinary dangerous travelling from Tygre to Dambea, 
during thofe Months, being very fubject to Fevers, and other 

malignant Diftempers, occafion’d by the Corruption of the Air ~ 
in thofe Deferts, the Sun Beams perfectly burning in thofelow 
boggy Grounds, which fo fcorches up the Grafs, and Shrubs that 
they exhale fuch, noxious Vapours, as feldom fail to prove 


mortal to any that pafs. fe ji 
At Gorgorra, the Patriarch gave Ordination conditionally to 


20 Clergy Men, and Monks, who had receiv’d it before fromthe 


Reception of Abana , and fome of them that had Wives were permitted to keep 
gbe Patriarch them, as is usdin the Greek Church, that the Parifhes might not 


Habit of E- 
thiopia, 


be deltitute of Curates. Halfa League from the Emperors Camp 
Fe was met by the beft of the Court and 15, or 16000 Arm’d Men, 
both Horfeand Foot, all in their belt Apparel, which in the Pec- ~ 
ple of Quality confifts of Vetts of feveral forts of Silk, as Vel- ` 
vet, Satin, Brocade of Mecca allafter the Turki/bFathion. The 
Apparel of the common Sort confitts of Callicoes, Buckrams, 
and other Jndian Stufs. Thericheft, over their Silks have large 
Gold Chains, rich Safhes, wear curious Gold Bracelets, broad 
Swords, or Hangers plated with Gold, and Silver. The Gentle- 
men were well mounted and accouter’d, the rifing parts of their 
Saddles higher than ours, and plated with Silver on Silk of fe- 
veral Colours. All taefe Horfemen coming up with the Patri- 
arch made him alow Bow,and then openingto the Right and Left, 
took him in the Mid{t of them, the Air refounding with the — 
Noile ef Kettle Drums, Pipes, and Shouts. Thus was he con-° 
ducted toa Tent, ata {mall diftance from the Camp, where he 
alighted to put on his Bifhops Rocket, and Hat, all the great 
Men kiffing his Hande Then he proceeded to another Tent,at the 
Entrance into the Camp,where having put on a Cope and white 
Mighter, he mounted a Py’d Horfe,with a Horfe-Cloth of white 
Damask, 
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Damask, which the Emperor had fent very richly trapp'd, and 





thus under a Canopy, carry'd by, 6 Viceroys, and Prime Nobles. 


men, lie proceeded to. the Church. of Gan Fabet, Serca Chriffos, 
the Lord High Steward leading his Horfe, the Matick founding 
all the Way., At the Church he was receiv d witha Difcharge 
of fome Cannon the Emperor has, and all the fimall Shot, the 
Benediétus being. fung by excellent, Voices. The. Emperor was 
in the Chancel richly clad, with his Gold Crown on his Head, 
fitting on his Imperial Seat, witha Cufhion of Cloth of Gold, 
and Brocade at his Feet, where he receiv d, and imbrac’d the 
Patriarch, who, then went up to the Altar, and madea fhort 
Speech, which was much applauded. 


When the Ceremony was over, they all withdrew, and after Honour done 


a {mall Repofe the Patriarch went to Court, where the Emperor 


feated him ina Chair equal with himlelf, and thishe practis’d, 


as often as he afterwardscameto fee him. Fhey then appointed 


he Patrie 
arch. 


a Day on which the Emperor. and all the great Men, both... 


Clergy, and Laity, wherein folemn Manner publickly tofwear 
Obedience to the Church of Rome, which was on the 11th of 
February 1626. The Palace being then richly adorn’d, and. all 
the Men of Note afiembled, the Emperor, and the Patriarch fate 
down on two Chairs, and the latter made along Speech, or 
Sermon to the Audience, to prove the Supremacy ot the Church 


of Rome. Then Mecha Chriffos, the Emperors Coufin, Lord 


High Steward, and Viceroyof Cemen, {poke by his Order,, the 
Emperor himfelf prompting, where he mifs’din any thing he 


had been directed to fay. Then the Emperor taking the New 
~ Teftament in his Hands open,knelt down before the Patriarch, and 


took the Oath of Supremacy to the Pope, which was afterwards 
perform’d by all. the Nobility, and Clergy. - Next they all took 
an Oath to Prince Faciladas as Heir to the Crown, . Procla- 
mation was then made, that no Clergy Men, or Monks, fhould 


~ forthe future fay Mals, or perform other Ecclefiattical Functions, 


till they had been with the Patriarch; in regard it was much 
doubted, whether they were legally ordain’d 3 for befides that. 
they did not confer any lefier Orders, the. Ordination of. the 
Deacons confilted in, anointing their Heads, and cutting. off. 
fome Hair, and that of the Priefts in taking a Loaf off the 
Church Window with their own Hands. And. it. once hapen- 
ed, that. alinoft 3000 reforting to the Alexandrian Abuna, to be 
ordaind, he being then bufy, bid hap alltake what Orders they 
would, and go about their Bufinefs... It was alfo.order’d that 
all Perfons whatfoever fhould embrace, the Roman Faith, upon 
Pain of Death, to {uch as thould refufe it, and that none fhould 


trefume to conceal them. 
: Next. 


Oath of Sa- 
premacyta- 


hen to thePope 


Ethiopian 


Ordination: 
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Next the Emperor gave the Patriarch Lands, on the Borders of 

Dambea, adjoyuing to Begameder, where he order'd him a Houle 

to be built, and furnith’d with all Conveniencies for him(elt, and 

Family, anda Seminary for 60 Young Aby/fines, and Sons of 

Lands, and Portaguejer, to learn to write, and read both Languages and be 
Honfes given be initruct’d in matters of Faith. Another Houfe was built for 
the Patriarch the Patriarch in the Camp at Dancaz, where the Emperor usd ta 
refide in Winter, and that Prelate preach’d there on mof Sun- 

days, the Ethiopians delighting in hearing many Texts of Scripe 

ture quoted.’ Many of them mislik’d the Cultom introduc’ by 

the Portugwefes of praying on their Knees, and fome contended that 

the Altars ought to be portable, without any Stone. The Pa- 

triarch eniploy d himfelf in collecting,and expounding the Synods, 

till the 6:h General Council, becauie the main Errors of the Aby- 

fines were relating to the Incarnation,whereof little is faid in the ct- 

her Synods becaule shoie Herefies had been fufficiently confuted be- 

fore. He alfo compos’d a Catechifm, in flaowing all the Errors 

not only of the <dbyffines, but_of all other Oriental Nations, in 

putting which Books into the Ethiopian Tongue he was much af- 

filted by a Noble Man call'd Oda Chrifos, who had an excellent 

Talent that way. 

A mighty frogrefs was made in Converting of the People, the 

‘ACharch Patriarch fending abroad feveral Priefts, and Monks he had Or. 
TH dain’d, to inftruct andadminilter the Sacramente. Two of thete 
were murder'd in the Province of Ceguade, which is the molt 
Fatlern Part of the Kingdom of Tyore, At thistime was the 
Solemnity of the Dedication of the new Church built at Gergorra, 
with Lime and Stone, wherethe Veftry, and Choir being vaulte 
ed, and many Rofes curionfly cutin white Stone, the Aby fines, 
who bad never before feen a Stone Roof came from very far to ad- 

_ mire thisftrarge Work. This fame Year 1626, the Kingdom of 
Tygre fuffer'd by a dreadful Plague of Locults,which are freqnent 
Locufs, in Ethiopia, by realon of its being a Mountainous Country, and 
full of Deferts, where fuch Vermin generally breed, and there are 
{fuch Multicudes of thefe Locults, thar they look like vaft thick- 

Clouds, and their Teeth are fo fharp, that they deftroy all the 

Grafs, and the Leaves onthe Trees, leaving all the Provinces 

they pafs through defolate. This Plague was fo dreadful in 

Tygre that whole Provinces were utterly unpeopled, particularly 

that of Bar, near the Red Sea, next to Data 0, and fo great a 

_ Famine enfiu'd, there being nothing forMen, or Beafistoeat, that 

very few efcap'd, who all wenta way to other Countries 5000 

of whom came th Gane a Fefu, in Dambea, where the Emperor 

then was; looking more like Ghofts than Mea, as having uw 
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left but the bare Skin upon their Bones, who were all reliew'd by 
the Emperor. 

As foon as poilible the Patriarch went upon bis Vifitatron, 
beginning at the Province of Ogar, which is 15 Leagues long, 
and to in Breadth, being high Land, and confequently very 
cold, but fruit(ull in Wheat, and Barley. On the North it 
is bounded by Mount Lamal, on the South it joyns to Dancaz, 
and ‘contain’d above 60 Churches, befides fome Monattertes. 
This fame Year 1629, the barbarous Gallas broke into the King- 
dom of Gojam, where furprizing the Viceroy Baco, with avery 
- fmall Number of Men, they, kilP'd him ; but Ras Cella Chriffos 
© Soffering them Battle, tho” with much inferior Force to theirs, 
they fled by Night over the River, and thustke Country was 
-_ deliver’d of them. . 

Five Fathers arriv’d in May 1628, at 2azu2, from Dis, for 5 other Jefu- 
the Milion of Eshiopia, and’ were detain’d there four Months by 1S 047e into 

‘the Turks, butat length, afier much Trouble, and Charge they Ethiopia. 

i away, andarriv’d fate at Fremona. Soon after Tecla Guerguis, 

Ficercy of Tygre broke out into open Rebellion againft the Em- 

peror, declaring for the Faith of Alexandria. The Emperor hav- 

ing receiy'd the News, orderd Keba Chriffos, who had been be- pebellion for 

fore Viceroy of that Kingdom to march againit the Rebel. He Religion fups 
drew 500 Targetiers, aud 100 Horfe out of the Kingdom of Go- reji Pe 

‘jam, to which he joyn’d another Body of tooo Men, call'd bial A 


Ogar Pro- 


vince. 











pa, which fign 
in Ethiopia, wit 


ifies Stars, being the ancientelt, and belt Troops 
h thefe he March’d fo indefatigably, that tho’ 





the Rebels were 100 Leagues from him, he came up with them, 
and put an End to the War ina Month, making a great Slaugh- 
ter, and taking their Ring-leader the Vicerdy,whom the Emperor 
“caus’d to be hafe’d in his Camp. 


This Yeat the Catholick* Religion feem'd to be at its highelt 


Pitch, for there were then in Erhiopia 19 Prieks of the Society, R 
belides very many of Natives that had receiv’d Ordination from a Plots. 
the Patriarch, and the Number of Converis wasincredible. The 
Foundation ofa New Cathedral was now laid, and many other 
Churches much improv’d ;. but amidit this Profperity the Seeds of 
all following Mifchiefs were fown, -Velcha Chriffo, a Rank Scii- 
l imatick, underhand incenfing the Emperor againlt his Brolter 
Ras Cella Chriflos, and laying the Foundation of the many Re- 
bellions that afterwardseniud. i md. 
~The fir(t of them was in the Year 1629, by the Agaus of Be- Pbellion and 
gameder, who live among Mountains of a prodigions Height, and fyreafon: 


t whom the Emperor march’d mPere 


abounding in Provifions,againtt wl peror march 
fan, with 25606 Foot and z00oHorfesbut attacking them indiferectly 
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in their Faftnefles, wasrepuls'd with confiderable Lofs, and {o re- 

turn’d to ‘Dancaz, Thence he fent to call his Brother Ras 

Cella Chrijtes, who was then in Difgrace, yet came immediately, 

and advancing towards the Rebels, defeated fuch as were come 

down from the Mountains. This done another Rebellion break- 

ing out at Amahara, under one Laca Mariam, Ras came upon him 

fo unexpected, that he and molt of bis Men perifh’d by the 

Sword, or in the Flight filling off the Precipices. This broke not 

the others that were further on the Mountains of Lafa, againft 

whom the Emperor fent the Viceroy oi Tygre, Keba Chrijfos, who 

venturing too far, with an inferior Force, was there kilid by 
thofe Peafants, and his {mall Troops utterly routed. _ Misfortunes, 

feldom come alone, and fo it hapened now, for much about this 

fame Time, the Gallas made an Iruption into the Kingdom of 

Gojam, where Tecur Ezzi, Lieutenant to Ras Cella Chrifos oppo- 

fing them with too {malla Power, was himfeif flain, and his 

Troops defeated. Thefe ewo Commanders Keba~Chriffos, and 

Tecur Egzi, werethe two Main Pillars of the Catholick Religion, 

next to theEmperor, and his Brother Ras Cella Chrijfos, and they 

failing there foon enfird an extraordinary Change, fuch as were 

of the contrary Opinion about the Emperor, laying hold of al 

Senn tGs to alienate him from the Religion he had em. 

gah rac’d. a 
Accidents Two Accidents now happned, which contributed very much 
that over _ to the Revolution that was athand. The firt that a famous 
shrew Reliz Monk, who had been for many Years Jchege, that is General of 
gonny, the Religious Order of Tecla Haymanot, dyd obftinate in his 
Schifm, and was neverthelefs bury’d before the High-Altar ina 

Church ; which the Patriarch hearing of, he fenta Reprimand 

‘to the Prieft that Church belong’d to, telling him, The Church 
was defil’d by that Body, and unfit for divine Service. Hereupon ! 
the faid Priett took upthe Body, and caft itout, which gave | 
great Scandal, .the Peoplecomplaining, that the Portuguefes, un- 
der Colourof propagating the Rowan Faith, infulted the very 
dead, and would not fuffer them to lie in their Graves. The 
other Cafewas, that the Patriarch caus a Woman conviéed 
of Witchcraft, and who had confefs’d it herfelf, to be impri- 
{on'd for a few Days; but perceiving it gave a Difgult, he dil- 
mifsd her again, withourany farther Punifhment. The Reafon 
why this was fo heinoufly refented is becaufe it isa pofitive re- 
` ceiv’d Opinion in Ethiopia, that there can be no Contra&t, or 
Familiarity with the Devil, fo asto do Harm to any Perfon by 
way of Witchcraft. The original of this Notion proceeded from 
very many having been formerly deftroy’d by Poifon, og 
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Deaths they then attributed to Sorcery, and to obviate that, it 
was decreed, that no Perfon fhould fay, there was any Bada, 
that is Witch, or Wizard. To confirm their Opinon they fay 
that whofoever believes there are any {uch Sorcerers, muft of necef- 
fity grant there are two Gods, for noue but God has Power to 
ive or take away Life. If we urge Scripture, as Pharaohs Ma- 
gicians, Simon Magys, and the like, they at belt grant there 
“vere formerly Sorcerers in other Countries, but not in Exhiopia. 
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living, and yet liv’d in open Adultery with a third Perfon, which 
was: Za Chriftos, who had been marryd to another of the 
| Emperor's Daughters. This infamous Woman would have pre~- 

yail'd with the Patriarch to grant a Difpenfation, for her to Mar- 
“ty her Adulterer, which that Prelate refufing, fhe meditated Re- 
venge, and fet all the great Men. fhe had any Influence over a- 
aint him. Many more Accidents concurr’d, which being 
improved by the Adverfe Party occafion’d mighty Troubles, and 
thefe at length wrought upon the Emperor, as we fhall foon 








fee. 

In the Year 1630, the Rebels of Amara, fent one with the 
Title ot Viceroy, and a ftrong Body of Men to poflefs himfelf of 
| the Kingdom of Tygre. He being wholly intent upon feafting on 

a Saturday, which thofe People keep as religioufly as Sunday, 
was furpriz’d, and fet upon by the Emperor’s Viceroy, and three 
Kamos, or great Men of that Kingdom, who {lew 4000 of his 

fen, and took 32 Pair of Kettle-drums, which {how'd hew cons 
fiderable their Victory was, becaufe none are allow’d to ufe them 
but Commanders who have at leaft 400 Men. Another con- 
| fiderable Party of thefe People was entirely cut off by Ras Cella 
“Gbriffos on the Mountains: Notwithftanding this good Service, 
‘the Emperor upon the Infinuations of his Adverfaries took from 
his Brother Ras Cella Chriffos the Viceroy-fhip of Gojam, moft of 
his Lands, and the beft Troops he had, leaving him in fuch a 
| Condition, that he was wholly unable to fupport his Dignity. 
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Thefe were not all the Occafions of Offence. The Emperor A lewd Prine 
had a lewd Daughter, call'd Ocenguelavit, who had two asbandé A i 
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A New Bifbop comes into Ethiopia ;. Troables, and 
Rebellions, a great Vittory obtai@a by the Emperor; 
be gives Liberty of Confrience; and dics s the mane 
ner of bis Funeral ; Craelty of his Son, ‘and Succeffor 
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Faciladas. i 


HUS ftood'the Affairs in’ Ethiopia: at the Arrival of Don i 
Apollinaris d Almeyda, the new Bilhop of Dice, chofeni in. | 
the Place of Den Fames Secoz: who," as bas been faid, dyd as 
Sea. He landed. at Goa'on the 214 of Oftober 1.629, fail'd thence 
againeh the 8h of November) and reach’d not . Dix til) the 
o opa mani. 2900 OF March. From: Div he det cut for Suaguem, but wag | 
AUIKS POM forc'd into the Iland Camaran, on the Coalt of Arabiag 
ed in Arabia whence he fent a good Prefent to the Bafu , to gain his Favour, 
hat Commander was then far/off carrying on rhe Waragaiptt | 
fam, a powerfal King ‘of Arabia, who. had newly defeated 
him with the Slaughter of 22000 Turks. That King-had not long | 
before! taken the City of Adem trom the Turks, andiz Yearsafier . | 
this, in 1635 made himfelf Matter of Azoca, fo that thofe Ins” | 
fidelsloft all the Kingdom of Yemen, whichisthe belt of Arabia | 
Felix, when they hads been poflefs’d of it above 60 Years, and | 
by that Meansenjoy'd a mok confiderable Trade in the Eaftern | 
Parts, the Commodities of thofe Countries being brought to, 
Adem, Moca, Odida, Camarane and Guida: by Merchants of 
Nagana, Por} Mangalor; Din, Goga, Surtate; Dabul, the Malabar, 
ti Coalt, and Achem. MLA oy ae | 
wf Bifkop gets. The Baffa was well pleasd to hear of the Arrival of the | 
into Ethiopia Bifhop,, remembering that a few Years before four Malian Rea | 
ligous Men of our Order landing at Alexandria, had been ran- 
fom’d for 60°00 Pieces of Eight, notwithftanding they had the 
Turks Pafs, to go that Way into Ethiopia. However being told 
by fome Turks, that thefe were poor, hada Pafs from the Bafa 
of Sxaquem, and their Order very kind to the Merchants trading” 
to Diz, he difmifs'dthem, and they fail’d ina {mall Veflel, on 
the r2thof Faly for Afazua. In that paflage, which is generally | 
perform’din three or. four Days, they {pent 14, were fuffer'd to | 
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go from Afaxu4, without any Obitruction, and arriv d-at Fre- 
mona, on the 20th of Asgufh. There they continu’d 3 Months. 
 becaufe it was Winter, and came into the Emperor's Camp on 
the 16th of December 1630, had avery honourabie Reception, and 
after a Fortnight’s Stay, retir’d to the Patriarch’s Houle at Dep{az, 
in the Territory of Anfras, four Leagues from Dancaz. 
The Emperor had lately depriv’d.his Brother Ras Cella Chriftos 
of the Viceroy-fhip of Goyam, and beftow’d it on bis Nephew 
Cerca Chrios. This was done through the finifter Infinuations 
of the Unkles Enemies, and particularly of Prince Faciladas, who 
envy'd Rat, and thought he [hould have a fitter Inftrument for his 
Defigns, in his Coufin. This new Viceroy of Gojam was now 
| order’d, by the Emperor to g0 with all his Forces to convoy a 
Carravan, that was coming out of the Kingdom of Narea, and 
brought him the Gold that Country yearly pays, being in all 
1000 Ogueas, which amount to 10900 Peices of Hight, and fo Rebellion of 
poor is Erhiopia, that they look upon this asa mighty Treafure.Cerca Chri- 
Cerca Chriffosin his Way came to a Territory of the Gafates, near ftos, 
the Nile, which abounding in Grafs, was {ull of thofe Peoples 
Cows, there very numerous, and ftately, as alfo thofe of the 
Neighbouring Demotes. The Viceroy concluded that thefe Cows 
would yield him moreGold,than all that amounted to,which came 
` from Warea, and which he was not like to be the better for, 
and therefore drovea way fo many, that at Dancazit was faid 
‘they were above 100000. The Emperor was much concern’d at " 
this Infult, and fent him Orders to reltore the Cows and de- 
liver himfelf up Prifoner ; but he had other Thoughts, and ac- 
cordingly made Proclamation in his Camp, declaring Prince Fa- \ 
 ciladas Emperor, and commanding all Perfons to forfake the Ko- ù 
man Faith, and embrace that of Alexandria, The Prince ne- 
verthelefs was fo far from confenting to this Practice, that he 
march’d again{t him with his Army, which the Rebel perceiving 
| he fet up an Infant. defcended from, the Royal Family, and at 
the Perfwafiun of the Schifrnatick Monks, murdex’d two Perfons 
for Profeffing the Roman Religion. _ The Emperor was much con- 
cern’d at the News of this frefh Rebellion, whillt the other of 
-Lala was Ùll on foot, and therefore being fenfible how he had 
been mifled, fentagain for his Brother Ras Cella Chriflos, to whom 
he was reconcil’d, and by his Advice fent more Forces to Prince 





| Faciladas, with Orders to march immediately againlt the Rebel. py» js tah 
| The Prince did fo, taking F. Francis Marquez along with him. an 3 ie 
The Viceroy fled haftily over the Mile, but was fo clofely pure eae ies 
_ fu’d, that coming to à Battel, and being much inferior in Num- 
bers, his Forces were routed, HN flying to a Mountain oblig’d 
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three Days after te furrender himfelf to the Prince, by whom 
he was conducted to the Emperors Camp, and there executed 
with feven of his Prime Commanders. ; ; 

, After this Succefs the Emperor foon flighted his Brother Rasy, 
Attims with who retir’d to his own Houfe, whilft that Monarch march’d 
the Rebels of againft theRebels of Lafla. He divided his Army into three Parts, 
Lafta, to enter thefe Mountains fo many feveral Ways, which was done 
fuccelsfully enough, killing many of thofe Peafants, and gaining 
three of the molt difficult Pafles ; yet after all this good Fortunea 
Party of the Imperialilts being worfted, that Prince was fo much 
difcourag'd, that fearinig left his Provifions fhould be cut off, he? | 
flunk back to his Court at Dancaz, leaving that Kingdom of Bee | 
gameder expos'd to the Fury of thofe Rebels. } 

Whillt thefe Things were in Agitation, the Patriarch made 
his Vifitation in the Kingdom of Dambea, and the Bifhop con- 
tinu’d it where he could notcome. FP. Foha Pereyra was very 
ficcefsful among the Damotes, in hisRefidence at Ligenugus, and 
no lels among the Zeytes. Thei lat formerly dwelt beyond 
the Wile, near the Kingdom of Narea ; but their Country being 
conquer'd by the Gallas, they with the Emperors Leave, retird 
over the Nile, and fettled in the Territory near Lamogue, and 
Gombolim, towards the Agasse After their coming thither they 


Conver frons, 


were baptizd, which was all they had of Chrifians, fill fol: 


lowing their former Barbarous Cuttoms. A Xumo, or Governour 

cf this Nation coming to the Vicetoy’s Camp, happen’d to hear the 

Fathers Doctrine, was much taken with it, ånd prevail’d with 

the faid Father to go preach among his People, who approv’d of 

all he taught them, and only thought ita difficult Matter to 

quit their many Wives 3 for among them, he who had 200 

“ows might keep two Wives, and fò on one more for every 

hundred Cows ; yet at length they renounc’d that, as well as 

their other Errors, 

Still the Alexandrian Party was powerfalat Court, and never 

h ą csasd to infinuate to the Emperor, that all the Troublesin the 

Liberty M tate were occafion’d by the Change in Religion,and that he could 
SOHfeR&. never be fafetill he allow’d the People more Liberty im that Point, 
Heat length overcome by their Importunity, caus’d Proclamas 
tion to be made, that all Men might follow their ancient Cu- - 

‘ Roms, provided they were not répugnant to Faith, The Patriarch 
complain’d, that this Proclamation had either been made other- 

wife than the Emperor order’d, or mifinterpreted by thofe who 

heard it, and alledp*d it gave full Liberty to return to the Faith of 
Alexandria, whereupon his Majefty comply’d, to have it pub- 

ifhid over agun, and explain’d, in the Prefenes of one of the 

i Fa- 

















i 
| 
i 


| 








A E P a 








Pe ee 
Fathers, as the Prelate requird. It would be too tedious to 
mention all the Differences that arofe, and Controverfies between 
the Emperor, and the Patriarch, and therefore we mutt pafs 


molt of them by, as not Material, nor Pertinent to our Purpole, 
that we may entertain the Reader with what is more proper for 


this Work, thofe Points, being the Subje&t of an Ecclefiaftical’ Hi- 
fory ; tho’ at the fame Time, we have thought fit to infert fo * 
muchas may give him a true Idea of the Religion of the Ethiopians, 


and the Motives made Ufe of for banithing thofe Fathers, to 
whom we are at lealt oblig’d for as much as we know of that 
Country, Let us now return to the Wars. 

The War of Lafa grew fo troublefom, that the Empero 
was again forcd to fend for his Brother Ras Cella Chriffos to com- 
mand ; yet notwith{tanding all he could alledge obligd him to 


| march with only 3000 Men. The Mountaniers befet him with 


20000, againit whom he defended himfelf bravely all the Day ; 
as did the Viceroy of Begameder Kebra Chriffos, who lay at a {mall 
Diftance with his Forces; but their Men forfaking them in the 
Night, they were both neceffitated to fave themfelves the beft they 
could. This Misfortune fo daunted the Emperor, that he retira 
to the Kingdom of Gojam ; the Rebels, on the other Hand, pro- 
posd to pofleis themifelves of Dancaz, his ufual Refhidence, and 
agreat Part of his Army was ready to forfakebim. He being 
inform’d of the Enemies Refolution, and fearing if they were 
once Mafters of bis Court, that all the Empire would declare for 
them, left his Baggage behind, and march’d directly towards 
„them all Night, with about 20000 Men. On the 27th of Zune 
1632, his Scouts brought him Word, that the Rebelgwéfe ad- 
vancing towards him with about 25000 Men, but illarm’d, At 
noon the two Armes came 1n Sight of one another, the Imperial 


Rebels of La- 
{ta wort the 
Emperialifts 


Are thems? 


Horfe in the Vans being about 2000), Then the Emperor himilelfe felves ronek, 


clapp'å Spursto his Horfe, and being follow’d by the Cavalry 
obtain’d a compleat Victory the firt Charge, the Peafants flying 
like fo many Sherp before the Wolves. The Night coming on 


fay'd many of thofe V#retches, tho’ others were beaten to Piecek,.’- 
calling themfelves down Precipices, the Purfuit being continu’d - 


till late, when the Tmperialilts made themfelves Mafters of their 
Camp. The next Day the Slain appear’d to be about 8000. 


This Slaughter the Alexafdrian Party tookcare to reprefent to 


the Emperor as caus‘d by the Change of Religion, telling him 
whether be beat, or_was veaten, ill the lofs was his own, fince 


‘all thole were his Subjects, and {o tenacious inthetr Opinions, 


that he could never hope to enjoy Peace, tillthe Faith of their 
Anceftors was retord. In fine, the Prince his Son, his Em- 
j prefs, 
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and molt of the great ones giving him no Reipite,he was io per- 

Alexandian plexd that he took his Bed, and they having confulted together, 
Faith refor d gave publick Notice that all Men might return to their former 
d Religion. The Patriarch hereupon made a Speech to the Emperor, 

bla ming bis Conductafter fo glorious a Victory, and exhorting 

him not to falloff from what he had fo well begun. To which 

he aníwerd, He had done all that was in his Power, till all 

Men were ready to forfake him ; but that (till his Defign was 

not to make any Alteration in Matters of Faith but only to 

allow of Cuftoms, and would do nothing without accquainting his 
Lordthip. Notwith{tanding all the Endeavours of the Patriarch, 
Bifhop, and Fathers, at length Proclamation was made in thee | 
Words,Hear, Hear ,we firh gave you this Faith, believing it was good, | 
but innumerable People have been kill'd about it, with Elos, Cabrael, 
Tecla, Guerguis, Cerica Chrittos, and now lately with thefe Peafants s 
for which Reafon we reffore you the Faith of your Fore-Fathers. The» | 
former Clergy-Men may return to their Churches, put in their Ta- 
botes, and fay Adaffes; and do you rejoice. This Liberty threw 
them into many Errors, for being uncertain what to believe, 
fome of their Monks atirm’d, that Chri? was the Son of God, 
only by Grace; others that the Divinity dy’d withhim on the 
Crofs, but that he had two Divinities, one of which dy’d and 
the other furviv'd ; others faid, one Perfon was compos’d of the 
two; others confounded the Divine Nature with the Human ; 
and others being quite puzzeled cry’d, Chrif is true God, and true 
Man, and it.is enough to know that. Nor was there le{s Divi- 
fion about Confecrating the Cup, fome contending it could not 
be dope with any Liquor but Wine, others that it fhould be with 
Watel digeolour'd with fix or feven Raifins. At length they 
agreed 1t_{hould be done as wasus'd at Alexandria, and finding 
no abler Perfon to enquire of, they put the Queftion to an Egyp- 
tian Carpenter, who told them it was always déne there in Wine, 
yet they refoly'dit fhould be with Water and Raifins, Becaufe 
the Catholicks usd to call upon the Name of Fefas, it was 
forbid fo todo, under fevere Penalties, and fome Perfons were run 
through with Javelins for not forbearing, * | 
A few Days after, there was a general Circumcifion, and then 
follow’d an untverfal Baptifm, after their former ‘Manner, 
which being done they concluded themfelves free from the O- 
bligation F being ty’d to one Wife, that being one of their. 
Grievances, and publickly declared, That for the future they 
would marry, and unmarry as they pleas'd. Accordingly, 
Oengualavit, the Emperors eldett Daughter, marry’d her own 
Brother in Law Za Chrifos, he forfaking his other Wife, and fhe 
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her firtt Husband Bella Chrifis, both of them (ill living. How- 
ever the Proclamation which allow’d of the Alexandrian Reli- 
gion did not forbid the Roman, but gave Liberty of Confcience, 
fo that the Fathers continu’d to fay Mafs, and Preach in their 
Churches; but foon after they were expelld, and another Order 
publifh’d, that all Perfons fhould return to the Alexandrian 
Faith, and that none fhould for the future difpute with the 
Patriarch, or Fathers. The Emperor did not long furvive this 7h. Emperor 
Change. Some would have it that he was potfon’d, but it vi-Socinios, oF 
fibly appear'd that he broke his Heart with Grief, and Trouble, Sultan Segu- 
being in perpetual Anguifh, wil he dy’din September 2632, ated. dyes 
, the Age of 61 Yeats, whereof he reignd 24. At his Death, ’ : 
he declard he dyd in the Rowan Faith, having always kept F; 
Famesde Matos, and the Patriarch’s Chaplain Emansel Magro, 
about-him. His Body was bury’d in the Church of Ganeta Fefu, 
4 Leagues from Dancaz, where be dy’d. The Manner of bis 
Funeral is thus related by F. Manuel d Almeyda, who was’ 
prefent tit. ad made him a Bier, with fmall feps, almoft 
An Egyptian had made him a bier, with {mall Reps, almo si 
Square, Tae which they put the Body, wrappd up in amy Eee eT : 
covering it with a large Piece of Tafety, of Several colours. Be- ` 
fore this Bier, or Cofhn, were carry’d, firit the Imperial Colours, 
being of two Sorts, the’one they call Sandecas, and are Colourd, 
Staves, for Poles, with Bais of Metal gilt on the Fop,under which 
hang their little Banners; about a Span, anda half Square. The 
others are like Standards, of white Cloth, with fome Red Stripes 
inthe middle, neither of them bearing any Arms, or Device. 
There were five or fix of each Sort, alladvancd, withoutdrag- 
ging, or niking them. By them went the Kettle-drums, beate - 
ing at Times a melancholy Tone ; then two or three of the belt 
Horfes he us'd to ride, with their richeft Furniture 5.next feveral 
‘Pages, and other Servants, carry Parts of his Imperial Robes, 
and Ornaments, one his Velt, another his Sword, athird his 
Crown, and fo others his Salh, his Beads, his Javelin, his Target, 
črc. Thele Things divers Perfons took by Turns, fhowing them 
to excite Tears, and Sighs, and to thisend the Queen herfelf care 
< ryd his Crown on ber Head a confiderable Space. This was 
he Funeral Pomp of the Eniperor Socinios, otherwife call'd Sul- 
-gan Segued, all the Court, from the highelt to the Lowelt attends 
inga foot, OT aHorfeback. The Queen, his Daughters, and all 
the Ladies then at Court, rode on Mules, their Haw cut off, and 
a Slip of fine white Cloth two Inches broad tyd about their 
Heads, the Ends hanging behind. All the Company was in their 
- Mourning, which isany old Rag, and thofe who would exprefs 
is 
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it moft, puton ablack Leather, or Cloth, and clip their Heads. 
There was no Sort of Light carry’d, nor any in the Church, but 
much weeping, till he was buryd, and fix or feven Monks 
{tood at the Door reading the Pfalms. The next Day they all 
return’d to Dancaz, and when in Sight of it, drew up again as 
the Day before, carrying the empty Bier, or Cofin, and by it a 
Man clad in the Emperors Robes, and the Crown on his Head, 
riding on a Mule, with aSilk Umbrella over him, in all re- 
ipects reprefenting the Emperor. Before him w ent another 
with that Princes Head-piece, and Javelin, on his beft Horfe, 
with the richeft Accoutrements. Near Dancaz {tood four or five 
Bodies of Troops, and other Perfons belonging tothe Court, who 
all ae out to meet the Company, crying as loud as they 
could, 
mai In this Manner they went all together, and with them F, 
iacitadas tke Fames de Mattos, anà F. Emanuel de Almeyda, who gives this Re- 
new Emperor Jation, to the PalaceGate, where they alighted, and the chief of 
them went intoa large Tent, where thenew King was, with {fome 
Nobleren,and then began a new Lamentation, which lafted near ) 
two Hours. The Fathers went home,and when the weeping was  ! 
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over, return’d to kifs the Kings Hand, condoling with him for 

his Fathers Death, and then congratulating his Succeffion to the 

rown. ; l 

The new Emperor Faciladas had 24 Brothers, all whom heaf- | 

Murders 24 terwardsinhumanly put to Death, only out of Turki/h Policy, to | 

of his Brow fecure the Crown upon his own Head, a Barbarity fcarce to be | 
thers, _ paralell’d in Hiftory ; and then fellto perfecuting all thofe that 

profefs'd the Catholick Faith, like another Dioclefian. 
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Perfe 
thers banif'd to Fremona. Four of the Latter 
fent away to Goa. Their Journey, and Voyage, and 
“a particular Defcripion of the City of Adem. ` 


ACILADAS being rais'd tothe Throne, as has been feen Faciladas 


ey 
B 


£ in the laft Chapter, took the Name of Saltan Segued, ashiscall'd Sultan 
Father had done before him, and began to exercife much Cruelty Segued. 
towards the Catholiks, beginning with his own Unkle Ras Cella” 

< Chriffos, whom he depriv’d of al! his Lands and Dignities, and fent 
“him banifh’d in Chains to Cemen, where he liv’d likea common 

Criminal, under a Guard. Next he order’d F. Fames d Mattos, 

and F. 
| Jefu, where they had not been long, before they were with four 
others turn’d out, and fent to Gorgorra, and four of thefe again 
remov'd to Collela, in which twelve of them liv'd fome Time 
very hardly. The Patriarch, and Bifhop had their Lands 
taken away, and fcarce as «much allow’d to Maintain them, and 
' three Fathers, as was requifite for a Poor Vicar. The Fathers at 
Fremona were as hardly us'd-by the Viceroy, and had been all 
murder'd by the Soldiers, but that the Portagaefes aflembled, 
d defended themfelves in that Sort of fortify’d Place. All 
rs who profefs'd the Catholick Faith, from the Emperor’s 
own Coulin Germains to the Meaneft, were firipp'd of what 
they had, and left to beg their Bread ; and then the Emperor 
fent Orders to the Patriarch, and Bifhop to deliver up all the 
Arms they had, and depart immediately to Fremona, a new 
Abuna being come into the Camptromthe Kingdom of Wareg, 
who faid he would not give Ordination, till the Patriarch, and 
Fathers were either kill'd, or banifh’d, After feveral Meflages 
to and fro, the Arms were deliver’d, and the Fathers all tuin‘d 
out of their Refidences, with Orders torepair to Fremona. 
They fet out accordingly, with one Panl, the Emperor’sown J° 
| Nephew, whom he had fent to guard them through the De- nifh'd and 
- ferts, which are full of Robbers; but he and bis Men did what 700074 
hey were fent to prevent, plundering a great Part of the Bag- 

and would have taken ah had not the Portaguefes, who 
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cution of the Catholicks. The Patriarch, and Fa- 


Fofeph Giroco to depart Dancaz, and to repair to Ganeta? erfecution. 
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follow’d the Patriarch defended it, and kill’dfome of his Men, 
Yet would not this have fav’d the {mall remainder of their Goods, 
or even their Lives, had they not been afterwards faithfully af- 
filled by Tecla Salus, and Afma Gaerguis, two Commanders a 
pointed to conduct them, after they were out of Paul's Liberties, 
In their waythey pafs’d one Brook twelve Time, every one of 
them in great Danger of their Lives, from thofe who were to- 
guard them, who finally refolv'd to murder them all, and 
divide their Spoil, after the laft Pa flage, in a {mall Plain, where 
they wereto reft that Night. When they had pafsd the rrie 
Time, Tecla Salus, whohad Intelligence of the wicked Defign by. 
his Spies, {truck out of the Way, and ledall the Company up: 
a high Mountain, before they were difcover’d by their Robbers, 
who bit their Fingers to be thus. difappointed of their Prey, 
However they enclos'd theMountain hoping to pick up fome of the 
Mules, or Oxen, óne of which laft fell into their Hands loaded 
with Churchettuff, and Paul being charg’d with confenting to the 
Robbery then plainly told them, That what had hapned was 
nothing to what they were to expect. if 
Are way The Mountain they were on had two Ways up to it, onè to 
lay d. the North, and the other to. the South. Afama Guerguis pitchd. 
his’ Tent on that to the Northward, which ts the ecafielt, and 
next to Ambo, where the Robbers, expected us, our Men pitch- 
ing theirs nexthim. On the South Pats, being at fome Diltance ’ 
Tecla Salas lay, and the Fathers on theeYop. The next Morning, 
both the Robbers, and Pauls Men began to afcend the Moun- 
tain, but retir’d feveral Times, upon only prefenting one Musket: 
we had, and fled in great Diferder, when it was fird, Ne- 
verthelefg they venturd to return again, and found fucha 
hot Reception, the very Women among us fighting like- 
good Soldiers, that they immediately turn’d their Backs, aud 
‘Arrine fefe were purfu’d down to the very brook, whence they did not 
at Fremona, offer toreturn any more. A fufficient Number of the Troops of 
Tecla Salus, and Afma Guerguis joyning the Fathers the Day after, . 
they proceeded on their Journey 1n Safety, and came to’Fremong 
on the 24th of April 1633. : > - 
Here they fuffer’d much Want, moft of their Lands being taken- 
4. S BEA WAY from them, befidesthat they hourly expected to be fent away, 
befor € and deliverd up to the Turks upon the Sea Coalt, for which 
Reafon it wasrefolv’d to fend four Fathers before, to lefen the 
- Expence,and procure fome Relief. One of thefe four was E. Emanael | 
d Almeydea, who givesan Account of their Journey, and Voy-- 
ageas follows, Atthe End of April 1633 there were of us, ar © 
Eremona, 48 Fathers, one lay Brother, and two Prelates, being- 
the Patriarch, and the Bifhop, where it. was agreed that {ome of 
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us fhould go over to Jadia, 


for Relief in our Dilirel, and ac- 


‘cordingly my felf and three ot 


hers were pitch’d upon. 


The Un- 


poflition of a Lady, call'd Oxiero, w 


was Xiay, fiaould fecure our Paflage 
guard us to Arquico. It was a preat 





and cruel Moors, from whom God 
Favour of the Xsmo, who guarded us, 


from Fremona, we had by Means of fo 
fa dying in this Interval of Time, his 


to govern at Mazua, and Arquico od 


the Baneans to repay them at Dis. 


dertaking was Difficult, becaufe if we offerd to go the direct 
- Road, we fhould certainly be ftopp'd by the Emperors Officers, 
as not having his Pafs. We therefore agreed, by the Inter- 


ho {till preferv’d her Af- 


fection towards us, that a Xumo, of Lord of Bur, whofe Name 


throvgh his Lands, and 
Compafs about, and the They come to 


© Woodsand Mountains full of Lions, Tigers, and more fierce, she Coaf 


protected us, gaining the 
with Gifts, and Prefents, 


out of that little we had, We came to the Coaft near Defalo, 
ten Leagues from Mazna, which wasthe worlt ofall our Way, 
for the Sun {corch’d on -thole Sands, like Fire, fo that the 
Ground we Jay on wasas hot, as a Hearth, or Oven, and the 
Heat was no lefs violent at Mazus, when we came thither, 
which was about the middle of Faly. Before our Departure 


me Baneans procurda Pafs 


Succeffor exadled as much 


: from the Bafa of Suaquem, for 400 Pieces of Eight. That Baf- 


more for confirming ofour Pafs, and his Deputy he newly fent 


ligdus to pay 600 more to 


allow usto depart, which Sum we were oblig’d to borrow of 


At length we imbark’d on 


afmall Veflel for Adem, not being permitted to go to Cay.rem, 


four Fathers of the Society, 


Z A : N ; 
two Prielts born in India, and Sail for In- 


fourteen Abyffine Servants, who would go with us. We fet dla. 


Ifland Dalec, a low Land, poor, 


Night, mits’d the Flats, lying in 


us to the Xabander, and order’d 
the Cuftom-Honfe. The Amir, 


2 





fail on the roth of Asguft, and the next Day came upon the 


and deftitute of all Neceffaries ; 


but clofe by it there isa Pearl Fifhery, tho’ not confiderable, all 
which the Bafa of Saaquem takes to himfelf, having Officers there 
on the filhing Days. Having waterd there, we held on our 
Coürfe along the Coat of Dancali, {aid through the Mouth of 
the Red Sea onthe 29th of Augu, and holding on our Courie all 


that Part, and came to Adem Arrive at 


onthe 301, but the Wind growing {cant got not in, till the next Ademe 
| Day, after a {trong Guft had carry’d away our Maf. It was 
known in the City, who we were by Letters, fent in, the Day 
| before byan Almadie, or Boat, and Xarif Abdela the Governour 
of the Cityexpected fome mighty Wedges of Exhiopian Gold from us. 
Being landed they carry d us before the Governour, who ient Detain'd and 


all we had fhould be carry'd to craelly usd 
or Lord of the City, being then there, 


fome 


at Rara five or fix Leagues from Adem, and expecting tO get 
Ii 
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fome mighty Trealure, order’d us, and all we had to- be carry’d 
to him, which was accordingly done, and finding nothing but 
our Bedding, Bisket, and fome inconfiderable, neceflaries, kept ug 
there feveral Days Prifoners, with great Threats in cafe we did. 
not turn Afahemetans, and tho’ he could not, prevail on us, he 
fucceeded better with the poor Aby/fines, who overcome with ill 
Uge, comply’d, and embrac’d his Sect. At length being in- 
form’d, that the Baneans would lend us much Money, becaufe 
we were very rich in India, he fent us back to Adem, when 
the Ships were ready to fail for Dix, but would not tuffer us 
to depart that Seafon, that he might have more Time to treat of 
our Ranfome. 

Adem de- Since weare come to Adem, a Place famous in the Hifories 

ferib'd. of Jndia, it will be proper to give a fhort Account of the Con- 
dition we found it in. This City isin Arabia Felix, and in 
twelve Degrees of North Latitude, about 20 Leagues without 
the Mouth of the Red Sea, feated atthe Foot ef high Mountains, . 
which are the Land Marks of Neceflity to be obferv’d by all the 
{ndia Ships bound for the Red Sea, which Generally firlt make 
Cape Guardafuy in Africk, and thence ftand over for the Moun- 
teins of Adem, and as foon as difcoyer’d, being fure of their 
Courfe, they feer direétly for the Streight of Babelmandel, which 
they generally Pafs the fame, or the next Day. Formerly molt 
Ships reforted to Adem, without entring the Red Sea, becaufe all 
the Arabian Merchants met there, with the Wealth of their (C-u | 
veral Provinces, and carry’d thence the Commodities of Jadia to 
teveral Fairs, frequented by Merchants of Damajeus, and all Parts . 
of the lefler Afa, who convey’d them along the Mediterranean 
into Esrope, This Trade enrich’d Adem, and made it once fo 
famous, as to vie with the three principal Ealtern Marts of Gog 
Ormuz, and Malaca. 

After the Turks made themielves Mafters of the Portsin the 
Red Sca, and of the Kingdom of Yemen, which is the belt Part 
Of Arabia Felix, taking the City Adem, that Part declin’d, by 
Reafon of the Wrongs the Governours offer’d to Merchants trad- 
ing thither ; who being better treated at Moca, Odida, Camarane, 
Gida, Suaquem, and Mazna, within the Red Sea, wenton thi- 
ther, leaving dem, which ofa rich, and very propulous City, 
came to be fo poor, and thinly inliabited, that we faw moft, and 
thofe the beft Strueturesin it gone to Ruin, {o that fcarce one in 
15 was Vanding. 
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Guards, who open’d the Gates on the Land Side to them, in the 
Night, and they entring eafily put to the Sword all the Ga- 
iriton, being as is faid, about five, or 600 Men, only fuch efcap- 
ing as got out of the Sea Gate, into fome Veflels they found there, 
and {oto Moca. At the fame Time, the King of Yemen obtain’d 
great Victories over the Turks, driving them almoft out of all 
his Kingdom, and taking all the Inland’ Cities ; fo that the 
prime Men being kill?d in feveral Actions, the Towns on the 
Sea Coalt, believing they could not be long defended, ofter’d ma- 
ny Wrongs to the Merchants of Jndia trading to them, where- 
ason the contrary, the Amir of Adem, being defirous to draw 
many Ships to his Port,began to {kow them much Favour. » Thus 
Adem began again to improve, and we found 18 Ships in the 
Babour; come that Year from feveral Parts of India, richly la- 
den, But it wasnot long fo fortunate, for the King of Yemen 
fill prefing upon the Turks, two Years after made himfelf 
Matter of the Ports in, the Red Sea, as Moca, Odida, and Ca 
marane and he being {till more kind to the /zdia Merchants, than 
thofe of Adem, he drew almolt all the Trade to himfelf, very 
few refortingto Adem, which foon funk again. 
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out from the Land,and Jutting into the Sea, ftretch forth one Arm 
tothe Ealtward, and another to the Weftward for abouta League. 
‘Thefe Arms confilt of very lofty,Cragegy Rocks,and Mountains. The 
— Sea runs in on both Sides Ealt, and Welt, forming two large 
© Bays between thofe Promontories, and the Main Land, That 
L tothe Weltward is longelt, but fhallow. The other oppofite 
to the Eaftward, has Water enough for many Ships to Anchor 
clofe by the Shore, and is fhelter’d from almoft all Winds; 
becaufe near the Arm form’d by the Mountains on that Side, 
there is a high Clift, divided from it by a {mall Channel, and 
< lying to the Battward ; breaks off the Sea from the Ships in the 
“Barbour. At the Foot of thefe Mountains is a Spot of Ground’, 
-almoft round, about a Falconet Shot Diameter, the” bury’d under 
“thofe Hills, like a Kettle. There {tandsthe City, fo enclos'd, that 
Gt needs no Wall, except only one {mall Part, next the Bay, 
where the Ships Anchor. The Howfes are of Stone, and Clay, - 
as far as thefecond Story 5 fuch as are higher being: of Brick 
| from thence upwards, all flat roofd, with many {mall Wine 
dows, and wooden Lattices. They are not ill built, and tho’ not 
fo flrong, for want of Lime, yet they are out of Danger, be- 
‘caufe it never rains there, all the Year Round, and tho’ the 
Sky is often clouded, never any thing fals above a {mall Dew. 
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The Arabs had retaken this City from the Turks, five or fix Taken by the 
Years before we came to it, having it betray’d to them by the Arabs. 


Its Situation is thus, Certain high Clifts, and Headlands run Zs Sitnation§ 
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Gates Éc. This Furnace, for fo we may call it, by reafon of the Vehe- 
ment Scorching ofthe reflected Sun Beams, is asclofe as can be 
imagin’d having but two Gates, or Avenues. The one leads to 
the Shore, which containsa very {mall Compafs, being terminat- 
ed by the Rocks of the Mountains enclofing the City, which is in 
the Shape ofa Bow full Bent, the Shore being the String, hold- 
ing atthe Endsof thefaid Bow, next the {welling Billows, that 
continually beat upon thofe Rocks. On the other Side, the Way 
leads to the Continent, between Rocks, and feemsto be hew’d 
out by Hand, being of prodigious Height, and for above roo 
Fathom in Length, in which Space there are three Gates, one 
behind another, open’d, and fhut, at Night and Morning, all 
of very thick Planks cover’d with Iron Plates, and 12, or 1 
Yards High, with Guwerises over them, on. Arches lying Be 
the Road, from one Rock to the other. Thefe Gates are contin- 
ually guarded by above roo Soldiers, and no Man can go out, — 
without carrying the Ducam’s Ticketon his Arm. | 
Strength. The Mountains, and Precipices on them area Fortification to | 
the greateft Part of the City they turround. Next the Shoreit 
has a weak Piece of Wall, as being built with Stone, and Clay, 
and plailter’d without; but the Headland, J faid, lies to the Eaft- ” 
ward of the Bay, ferves inftead of a Fort, being very high, and 
commanding all about, and the Chanel lies very clofe to the 
s Rocks, of the faid Head-land, On the Point of it is a Battery, 
level with the Water with iome. Canon on it, which can fink 
any Enemies Ship that {hall cometo Anchor there, but a few 
Men may eafily make themfelves Matters ot it. 
Fertility. The Land about Adem is fruitiul, where we faw many Fields 
of Millet, the Reed whereof was as tall, and thick as a Pike- 
{taff, and the Ear fo large and full that 10, or 12 would fill a 
Peck, and what is {till more wonderiul is, that one and the 
fame Seed Yields three Crops, forit runs up, andis ripe in three 
Months, when they cut the Reed .abouta Span, or a Span anda 
Half from- the Ground, and the Stalk left 1prouts up again 
and comes to Maturity in three Months, which being cut again 
‘grows up again a third Time, with only this Difference, that tho? 
the Reeds are {ill alike, the Earis fuller the firit Time, than 
the other two following 5 but the Reed isalimolt as good as the 
Grain, being excellent Food for Horfes, Camels, and all Sorts 
of Cattel. 
A Camban In this Place we continu’d fix Months, and fuffer’d enough, 
friend tothe Which had Leen worfe, butthat fome of the Baneans rcliew'd us | 









































areas Fefuits, with Alms, and Mony Lent, but we chiefly owe our Lives to 
Ree; a Native of Cambaya, whole Name was Emfarg etar, and hehad 
: oy been 
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peen feveral Years Xabander, well belov d by all Men for his 
good Temper, and Generofity, befides that he was familiar with 
the prime Xarifs. This Man gave them fogood an Account of us, 
that they began to favour our Pretenfions, difliking the Amirs 
fcutvy Behaviour towards us, and fo far {upporting our Intre(t, 
that all ‘Men’ fhow’d us Refpect, and good Will. ‘An Accident 
hapen’d at this Time, which indanger’d our Liberty# and even 
our Lives, and was thus, The Amir returning to Adem, with \ 
his whole Court, feveral of the AbyJines they had taken from us, 
return’d with their Mafters, Thefe now finding an Opportu- 
nity, fome of them came to confefs to us, and be reconcil’d to 
God, repenting the Sinthey had committed, in profefling Ma- 
| hometanifm with their Mouths, tho’ they had never receiv’d it in 
| their Hearts, orfincerety reriounc’d. Chrif, “whofe Faith they 
romişd for the future openly to profefs, tho” it cot them their 
ives. One of thefe, to fecure his Religion, and get rid of his 
| Malter, who was the dmir’sSon, and never ceas’d to importune 
him to repair to the Afofques, fled to a Sanctuary, the Slaves in 
Adem uld to have Recourle to when opprefs’d by their Malters ; 
andit. isthe Cuftom there, that the Mafter can_not force them 
thence, but is oblig’d to fell them to another. The Amis Son, ` 
being much concérn’d-at it, complain’d to his Father, who be- + 
lieving that had been done by our Advice, grew inrag’d at us,’ ip: 
and orderd we fhould depart dem, and be carry'd in Binita, 7” 
ment to Canfar, avery unhealthy Place, where it would be a- 
| wonder if we efcapd with our Lives. Our Bancan Friend took 
| the BuGnefsin Hand, and fpoketo the Xarif Abdela, Goverour 
| of Adem, who obtain’d of the mir, that we fhould be ba- 
nith'd to a better Territory, call'd Lage; where we fufterd 
much, during our 20 Days Stay, till the Amir was fomewhat : 
mollify’d.. 4 k 
At length hecameé to this Refolution, to demand 1200 Pieces Embark for. 
of Eight for our Ranfom, which fome Baneans lent us, to bere- Diu. 
pid at Dia, with another Sum borrow’d for our Expence in that 
Country, and the Ranfom of four or five Abyffines, of thofe they 
had taken from us. The little Monfn coming on, whichis a- 
bout the Beginning of Afarch, three Fathers of us embark'd on 
a. Ship belonging to Diz, aud the 4th, with two of the Patriarch’s 
Chaplains on a fmall Coafting Veflel of Mafcate, hoping to get 
to Diu by the End of April, and thence to Goa, before the Win- 
ter. Wehad a troublefom Voyage, becaufethat AZinfon is very ` 
weak, and the Winds fcant. Our Ship fail’d out of the Har- 
bour the next Day, witha fair Wind.. The other Veflel, not= 
being then quite ready, continu’d there 40 Days, for Want of - 
Wind 
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Wind to carry her out, all which Time the Paflengers continu’d «|| 
abroad, for Fear of being ftopp’d again, ifthey went afhore. 
The 40 Days being expir'd, they fet Sail, and arriv'd at Majcate, 
where they were forc'd to Winter, and got to Goa with the 
September Afonfon. ae 

Our Voyage prov'd no better, tho’ we left Adem fooner, the 
Winds proving fo contrary, that we were two Months, anda 
half failing to Caixem, where we winter’d, and cameto Disa- 
bout the Middle of September, F. Fofeph Giroco dying by the Way. 
Thus far F. Emanuel d Almeyda, 


Cor Ate. UN: 





The Patriarch, and Fathers difpers'd. Moft of them de- 
liverd to the Turks, who pat them to Ranfom, 
Some pafs over to Goa. One fent to Lisbon. Plague, 
Famine, and War in Ethiopia. 








Te E new Abana, and his Followers could never be fatisfy’d, — 
Six Yefuits as long asthe Patriarch, and Fathers were in Ethiopia, and 
T 3 accordingly ceas’d not prefling the Emperor, till at the Beginning 
ae ras of the Summer, he fent an Azage, with Orders to deliver them to 
ead the Turksat A¢azua. This Officer being well affected towards 

them,was very favourable,fo that they were allow'd to writetothe | 

Emperor, tho’ without Hopes of altering his Reiolution, bur 

only to gain Time. News being brought, that the Emperor was 

fending a fecond Mefienger to remove them, the firlt fearing he 

fhould be blam’d for his Remifinefs, prefs’d to earry themaway 

immediately ; but the Patriarch pofitively declaringhe would 

not ftir, unlefs drage’d away by Force, and he having no fuch 

Orders, nothing was done at that Time However, for Fear «| 

of exafperating the Emperor too much, the Bifhop went away, 

with fix of the Fathersto the Province of Sirase, which is nearer 

she Sea, where they fuffer’d very much. l 
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The Patriarch, foon after, underftanding, that another Mef- Others with 
fenger was, coming to drag them away by Force, privately ne- draw toa 
gottated with Foannes Akay, the Bahar-Nagays, or Governour of Mountain. 
the Sea Coatt, that he fhould take them allinto his Protection, 

which heconfenting tc, and fending a Number of arm’d Men 


to conduct them, they made their Efcape by Night, and came 
fafe to him. He receiv'd thenvin friendly Manner, as he did a 
Prefent they gave him, of the {mall remains of their Shipwrack, 
and fent them to an Amba, or Ethiopian Fortrefr, being an 
high upright Mountain on all Sides, with only two f{teep, and 
‘dificult Avenues to it, on the Top whereof was a Plain, con- 
taining a {mall Village of Thatch’d Honfes, and Cotta ges,more like 
Dens of wild Bealts, than Habitations of Men. Here was little 
Water, and lefs Provifion, the Land being barren, and afford- 
ing little but fome Millet, and a_ few Lentiles.. 

~The Bifhop, and his Companions had Notice fent them, to 
get away the fame Night the Patriarch had fled, but they were 


fo clofely obferv’d, that it was impracticable ; for one of them 77eyef cons 
hapening only to look abroad a little, it was interpreted that he fnd = 


intended to fly, and had like to be kill'd, being much hurt. 
The Lord of thofe Parts being acquainted, that they had ate 
tempted to efcape, fent for, and confin’d them to a Shed there 
was in the, midit of his Village, for Cattel ; but thinking that 
too gooda Lodging, at his Departure the next Day, order’d 
them to be removd toa worfe. Being on the Way, F. Ferom 
Lobe went before to beg of the faid Lord, that they might con- 
tinue in their firit Apartment, but was fain to wait half a 
Day, before he could {peak to him, he being then very bufie a- 


| bout difcovering a mighty Treafure his Monks told him Jay un- 
der a valtStone, which when turn’d up, they affurd hima great 
Stream of Gold would run ou’, till it met with another of Fabulous No- 
Water, that ran about half a League from it. The Fable of this sion of hidden 
Tresfure was very ancient, and imported, that the faid Treafure Tyegfure. 


had been always guarded by a very dreadful Devil, who as foon 


as any dug down toa certain Hole, flew out from under 


the Stone, in fuch a terrible Storm of Wind, that the Searchers 
an away W à 

w Dipi an old, blind, praying Monk aflurd them, that the 
fid ili condition’d Devil was newly dead, and had left only 
oneSon, who was then very far off, and being lame could not 
coméin halte, and that there was none at that Time but ablind 
Daughter of his, who fince fhe could not fee, minded nothing, 
and therefore that was the Day to make their Fortune. This 


to 


ith allSpeed, curfing the Devil, and his Treafure. - 
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to him, who tells us in his Commentaries, that 300 Men were at 
Work, digging, and labouring to remove the Stone 3 befides 
abundance of Monks, and among them the blind one praying 
heartily, and they had facrific’d a Black Cow, that the dead 
Devil might not come to life again, But after all their Toil, and 
praying, when the Stone was remov’é they had nothing but 
Wearine(s for their Pains. 
The Xw#0 was much out of Humour, but being told that the 
Father brought him a prefent of Value, he admitted him, and 
granted his Requeft that they fhould return to their firft Lodg- 
ing, where the next Day, he fearch’d their Baggage, and accepted 
of what they gave him, wondering at their Poverty. Here | 
they receiv'd Advice from the Patriarch, that the Viceroy was | 
coming to Tygre, with Orders to carry them down to the Sea, | 
and F. Lobo’s Head to Court, fearing, that if hewent to India, ' 
They efeape. he would caufea great Fleet to be {ent againit Ethiopia. This 
í Advice being brought on Low Sunday, which the Abyffines | 
celebrate with much eating and drinking, the Fathers: took | 
the Opportunity of their Guards being dead afleep to give them 
the Slip, travelling all Night, and lying hid all Day, witk much i 
Danger of wild Bealts, but could not efcape the Hands of the | 
Lord of a Village, who would have {tripp’d them of their very 
Cloaths, as having nothing elfe at thar time, but that they pave 
him Security, he fhould have three Ounces of Gold, as foon ag 
they came to the Place, where the Patriarch was, 
The Emperor underftanding tbat the Patriarch, and Fathers 
were under the Protection of Foannes Akay, fent the Viceroy of ` 
Tygre, to offer him the Command of Bahar- Nagays, or Go- 
vernour of the Coalt, and other great Advantages, if he would i 
deliver them up to bim, or at leaft to the Tarts at Adazua, 
He could not withltand this Temptation, and therefore chofe to 
put them into the Hands of the Turks, They being inform’d 
of this Defign contriv’d to divide themfelves ; and one Cafia 
Mariam, a powerful Manin the Territory of Bar, offering to te- 
4 fefuitspra-cure two on his Lands, the Bifhop, and F. Hyacinth Francis 
7 rected by E- Went to him ; as did the Fathers Lewis Cardeyra, and Bruno 
thiopians, Brani, to one Cantibaxara Joannes an old Friend of theirsin the 
fame Province. There was no time to difpofe of any more,for 
their Protector Joannes foon fent them word, that he would o= 
bey the Emperor’s Orders, yet not in delivering them up to 
him ; but would conduét them to Mazua, and defirethe Turks 
to grant them free Paflage ; and accordingly came with the 
Azage Liero, who deliver'd the Patriarch a Letter from the Em- | 
peror, complaining that he had not obey'd him, in departing 


his 
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his Dominions, and threatning him, it he perfilted in his Re- Two deli- 
folution of {taying. In fine they were conducted within a Days werd tothe 
Journey, anda half of Mazua, and there deliver'd to a Turkifh Turks. 


- Officer, who was waiting for them with about 80 Musketiers, 


and receiv’d them with much Civility, which hecontinu’d to 

Argnico, where they arriv’d onthe 20rh of May 1634. Only 

the Fathers Francis Rodrigues, and Fohn Pereyra were permigted 

by Foannes Akay, before the Delivery to ftay behind in Dilguize, 

ro am the many Portugaefes there were within his Diftict in 
ygre. 


"Mazna as has been faid, isa fmall, flat, and open Iland, Mazua, and 


y 


relh Water Spring in it, nor any butwhat :is gather'd in 
Cifterns, when it rains, which not being fufficient to ferve the 
Inhabitants, they have it daily brought from certain Wells, on 
the Continent, near the Sea, and a League anda half from the 
Tfland, towards the Mouth of the Red Sea. Near thefe Wells is 


the Town we call Arguico, The People of Mazua not being 
able to fubfiltt without Water, it. is regujfite for them to be 


Matters of Arqsico, on Account of the Wells, and therefore the 
Turks havethere erected a Fort, with four Baftions, and Curtains, 
but weak, and low, and all the Work feems to be of Stone 
and Clay, yet fuppofing it were of Lime and Stone, two 


Hours Battery would layitlevel with the Ground, by reafon of 
| its Thinnefs. On the Baftions, there are fome Falconets,and Drakes, 
- fafficient to fright the Natives; but not any that underftand the 
Art of War. The Governour, whom the Turks call Quequed, 


has his Houfe adjoyning to the Fort ; and about it is a Wall 
‘of dry Stone, within which the Garrifon Soldiers live, being as 
bout 60, or 80 white Turks, and as many Arabs, and Mungrels, 

"As foon as the Fathers enter’d this Enclofure, they were re- 
ceiv'd with Shouts of the Boys, and the relt of the People flock’d 
to fee them, both on Account oftheir being Strangers, and be- 
caufe they thought every one of them was loaded with Gold, 


without any Fortification, divided from the Gontinent of Ethie Argui A 
opia bya Channel about a Musket Shot over. There is never a T def 


and amighry Treafure came with them to -4r¢gwico. Thole who Ufage of ihe 


‘were not afoot alighted at the Owegued’s 


Door, and went up jefuits at 


‘immediately to falute him. He receiy'd them in a Roomcaver'dé Arquico, 


with Carpets, fitting on a Step raisid above the reft, and lean- 
ing on. a Cufhion of half Brocade of Agere, being himfelf a 
Man of a middle Stature, preity grof, with a long Beard, a 

rave Countenance, a Fierce Alpect, and worfe in Conditions, 
Sa the Fathers found by Experience. His Vell, was of fins 
Cloath, and on his Head a large Turban @ very fine Muflin. 
! Kkz PARIGI They 
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Barbarity of 


a Turk. 


They all came in barefoot, as is the Cuftom, and touching the 
Points of his Fingers kifsd their own Hands. He bid them 
fit down on the Carpet, enquir’d about their Journey, and gave 
fair Words, promifing free Paflage for Zndia. All thefe Ceremo- 
nies tended to draw from them thofe mighty Heaps of Gold, 
Fame had fpread abroad, they brought out of Ethiopia, and ac- 


cordingly he had orderd his Guards to fearch their Goods,- 


whillt he held them in Difcourfe. They did fo, and after all 
their Labour, found nothing but two. Silver Chalices. The 
Governour being told, what had appear'd, gave Direétions, 


_ they fhould be ftriétly fearch’d, in the next Room, and after 


all nothing appear’d, buttwo little gilt Crofles, fuch as Prelates 
ufe to wear, and a few Royals ina Purfe, which would keep 
them but a very few Days with good Husbandry. This being 


too little to fatisty the Avarice of the Tark, hefent them away — 


to the Xabandar’s Houle, taking for himfelffour -dby/fine Boys, 
which he faid fell to his Share. Oneof them had been Servant 
toa Monk, who having been poffefs’d of many Lands, forfook all 
to follow the Patriarch. This Monk, being concern’d for the 
Lofs of the Child, which would be bred a Af4zhometan, and not 
acquainted with the Barbarity of thofe People, went indifcreetly 
to the Oxequea, and told him, That Boy was born free, and 
could not be made a Slave. The Turk who was enrag’dto be 
difappointed of his conceited Treafure, drew his Scymeter and 
would have cut him in Pieces, -had not the Standers by mollify’d. 
him, excufing the Monk’sIgnorance. However he caus’d him to 
a fo cruelly baftinado’d, that it had like to cot him his 
NG 

That afternoon the Patriarch, and Fathers were hurry’d over 


Fe fends theto Mazua, where the Amim, or Chief of the Cuftom-Houfe, 


4eluits ro 
Suaqueme 


being a better natur’d Man, receiv’d them courteoufly, and fent 
them to the Lodgings the Baneans had provided. Here they 
borrow’d 600 Pieces of Eight of the faid Baneans, which they 
prefented to the Quequea, who oblig’d them to givehim 60 
more, to ranfomea Portuguefe Boy he would havetaken away. 
They continu’d here above a Month, till the Bafa of Suaquem 
fnt for them, and accordingly they imbark’d on the 24th of Fane, 


on two {mall Veflels, with a Guard of Turks, and fpent 45 


Days in their Paflage, which is generally made in Eight. 
The firft welcomethey receiv’dat Suaquem, wasbeing told, that 
the Bafa would take no Ranfom for them, being refolv’d ‘to rid 
the World ofthem. However being inform’d, he would quite 


` lofe the Trade of Div, if he murder'd them, he demanded 30000 


Pieces. of Eight fortheir Ranfome, which they not being abie to 
4 pay, 
































arriv’d fafe at Angola, on the sth of March 1636. Thence the c.s 
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pay, he after feveral Abatements came to 4000, which were bor- They are 
row'd, and they provided for their Voyage. When they were ranfow'd fer 
ready to imbark, he fent Word that only feven fhould go to Di, 4000 Pieces 
and the Patriarch, with the re(t remain there till the next Year, of Eighe. 
which was accordingly done. 

The Ship fet failon the 26th of Auguf 1634, and after 52 


| Days, arriv’d at Diz, whence fome of them made the belt of Arrive at 


their Way to Goa, to treat about the Patriarch’s Ranfome, and Goa. 
making fome Provifion for Ethiopia. They propos d tothe Viceroy 
Don Michael de Noronha, Count de Linhares, to fend 400 Porta- 
guefes, who would eafily make themfelves Malters of Sazquem, 
‘Maxua, and Arguico, which lalt. they fhould Garrifon, and it 
would bza Curb upon both Turks, and Abyffines, whence the 
Catholicks in thofe Parts might be protected, and as to Tempo- 
tals the Cultom-Houfe of Mazna was worth 1000 Pieces of Hight 


l a Month, befides that from Ethiopia might be had. much Wax, ce 
- Brim(tone abundance, of Hides, and Gold ; butall thefe Pro- F. Lobo im- 


jects carne to nothing, and therefore F, Ferom Lobo was {ent into barks for 
Europe to negotiate at Madrid, and Rome, The Ship which car- Lisbon. 


-ryd him being, one of the finelt that was ever built in Portugal, 


made {o much Water, that they were forcd to run her aground 


at Terra-do-Natal, on the South Coalt of Africk, beyond the Cape ` 
of Good Hope, where whillt they were endeavouring to fave what 
they could afhore, fhe took Fire, and wasconfum‘d, 


The Father, and bis Companions remain’d on that defert Left foven 
Shore, feven Months, during all which time, none of them Afonthson 
dy’d, or was fick, fo healthy is that Air. They all labour’d she Coaft of 
hard to build two fmall Veffels, with what Timber the Sea A trick 
threw up, and what they found afhore, each of them 45 foot j 
Long, about twelve in Breadth, and fix in Depth, to attempt 
in them to weather the Cape of Good Hope. 263 Men embark’d 
on thofe two inconfiderable Veflels, which met with fuch 


Storms, that one of them was foon forc’d afhore again in the 


fome Place, whence it fet out. The other, which they call’d 

Nofa Senhora da Natividade, or Our Lady of the Nativity, in 

‘which the Father was, after immenfe Dangers and Sufferings, 

Father, embarking on another Ship, fail’d over to Cartagena in to Aus 
E ia, and ens io raed to Cadiz, ie onan went pow eot e 
by Land to Lisbon, -then to Madrid, and Rome, in all which os ayes 
Places he obtain’d nothing, but fair Words an] Promifes, with °““* #39 
which he return’d to Goain 1640. 
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In the mean while Ethiopia groan’d under all the Calamities 


rosd by the it had pretended to dread, on account of Entertaining the Fa- 


Rebels and 


Gallas. 


thers, tor notwith{tanding their Banifhment, the Peafants of 
Lafla, who before pleaded Religion to countenance their Re- 
bellion, grew more formidable, infomuch that they ravag'd 
the greate(t P art of the Kingdoms of Bagameder, and Tygre, as 
faras the high Mountains of Cemen, The Gallas pierc’d into the 
Heart of the Kingdom of Gojan, plundering, and driving away the 
Cattel, under the Conduét of Chyrilos, Son to Ras Cella Chriffos, 
to reverige the wrongs offer’d to his Father, and defended himfelf 
from being compelld to renounce his Religion. Emana Chriftos, 
Son-ineLaw to the fame Ras, who then Govern’d in Narea, 
revolted, and refus'd to pay theufual Tribute to the Emperor. 
At the fame Time, the Plague rag’din the Kingdom of Dambea, 
fo that the Emperor was forc’d to remove his Court from Dan- — 


Plagues Loo¢ax, to Lybo, whither it purfu’d him, deitroying feveral of his 
efis and . Sérvants, and obliging him to fly thence. Nor did it {top there, 


Famine, 


but fpred into the Province of Ogara, the High Mountains of 
Cemen, that of Lawalmon, and over the Plains of Tygre. To 

compleat the Miferies of thole wretch’d People, fuch immenfe 
Multitudes of Locults fpread over the Provinces, as devour’d 

all the Produét of the Earth, which was follow’d by fo de- 
ftru€tivea Famine, as {wept away the greatet Part of the Na- 
tives the Peftilence had fpar’d. É SOA . 
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Perfecution and Slaughter in Ethiopia for Religion, 
— Capucins fent thither marder'd, The Gallas’ ra- 
vage the Kingdom of Tygre. A fhort Account 
-of Moca, and the Conclusion of this Work. 


TE E Bifhop, and Fathers that remain’d in Erihiopia, could Jefuits dif- 


= not be fə clofe conceal’d, but thatthe Emperor had Notice trefr'din E 
of it, and fent {trict Orders to the Viceroy of Tygre to deliver thiopia. 


them to the Turks, or put them to Death, Cafla Mariam, who 
protected the Bifhop, and his Companions ftood by them at firit, 
till being overcome by threats, he carry’d them towards the Sea, 
near Dafalo, toa dreadful deep Vale, where he left them, in the 
Cultody cf fome Moors, defiring they would relieve them witha 


Tittle Barley. Here they continu’d tilla Portuguefe found them 
-almo famifh’d, and acquainting Cafla Mariam withit, he car- 
—ry’d them to, his own Houfe, till fearing the Emperot’s ditplea- 
fure, they were forc’d to fly again, F. Almeyda toa thatch’d 
_ Houfe, where he layclofea Year, and the Bifhop to F. Rodri- 
_ guess Retreat, which was fomewhat eafier. 


Three others were protected by. Tecla Emanuel, Governour of 


Alfa, near Maegoga. He being remov'd,and his Brother fucceed- 28 mar- 
 ingin thePlace, and being a mortalEnemy to the Fathers, they f f 
were oblig’d to remove, and he neverceas’d till he had found thet’. swounded, 


Place where they lay hid, ftripp’d them almoft naked, kill’'d F. 


Gafpor Pays, and three Portuguefe Youths, and left the others 


dangeroufly wounded, of which Number F. Fohn Pereyra dyd 
eight Days after, on a Mountain, whither they had been re- 
mov’d by fome Porruguefes. This account 1s givenat large by 


F. Bruno Bruni, the Surviver of them, in a Letter tothe Gene+ 
ral of his Order, and’ we have a Confirmation ofit in an Au- ~ 


thenick I.ftrument, fent over by the Bifhop of Nice, with the 
Affidavit of feveral Witnefles, proving that all thefe Perfons 


l (were thus butcher’d in Hatred to the Catholick Faith. | 
“The Patriarch, and two Fathers were {till at Suaquem, whence 
‘they bad writ to the French Conto, at Grand Cairo, acquaint- 


ing him with their barbarous Ufage, whereupon an Officer of 


the Baffa of Cairo, to whom he of Saaguem was iudordinate, | 
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T he Patri- writ to acquaint him, that it might colt his Head, if he did 
rchran- not difmiis them. Upon this Advice he demanded 15000 
fom'd for Pieces Eight for their Ranfome, and they offering but 1000, he 
4000 Pieces put them into Irons, where they continu’d tll the Baneans 
of Eight. contracted with the Bafa for 4000 Pieces of Eight, which be- |! 
ing pay'd, they were diimiis’d, and put aboard on the 24th of f 

April £635, and ina Month arrivd fafe at Diu, whence the P 

Patriarch went immediatly to Goa, to folicite for Ethiopia, tho’ | 

| without any Succefs. ; , j | 
Others pst t@ To return to Ethiopia, the Perfecution ran as high as ever | 
Death for there, and fix noted Ethiopians were cruelly put to death, for 
Religion. — profetfing the Roman Faith. In the Year 1638, the Bifhopof | 
Nice, and the two Fathers his Companions were deliver*>dup | 

by their Prorektor Foannes Akay, tothe Emperor’s Officers, who | 

ji 

i 

| 








conducted them to Court, where they were condemn’d to Death, | 

but their Sentence T i into Banifhment, which their 

kry not bearing, after many Suffering, they were all 
ang d. 

; Tie News of what had happen’d in Ethiopia being brought | 
Capucins to Rome, and fome Perfons reprefenting that what thofe Peo- | 
fent to Ethi- ple had done, only proceeded from their Hatred to the Porta. | 
epia. guefer, they fent fix French Capucines, with Paflesfrom the Great | 

| 








Turk, to make their Paflage into Ethiopia feveral Ways. Two 

of them attemped it by the Coalt of Afegadoxo, and Pate, on 

the Ealt-fiide of 4frick, wherethey had not travell’é up the 
Country many Leagues, before they were murder’d by the Cafres | 
The other four went through Egypt to Suaquem, two of whom ! 
pafsd no farther than A¢azwa, being there inform’d of what |! 
had befallen the other two, who ventur’d before into Ethiopia. l 
Sondo - Lhole_two being F. Agathangelus of Vendofme, and F, Caffianus | 
Death - of Wants, enter’d the Kingdom of Tygre, in the Habit of | 
i Arabian Merchants, where they were foonfeizd, and fent Pri- . 
foners to Court, and there being examin’d, and owning what |! 
they were, immediately {ton’d to Death. l 
] 
\ 
\ 
| 
| 
! 
| 





ae 


The two Fathers Lewis Cardeyra, and Bruno Bruni were ftill in 
Two Jefuits Ethiopia, under the Protection of Abeto. Xa Mariam, Xumo, and 
tha: had lain Lord of Temben, one of the belt Territories in the Kingdom of 
sonceal’d Tjgree This great Man, withftood all the Emperor’s Promifes, 
bang dy and flighted his Threats, dilappointing all the cunning Machi- 
nations of his Enemies to deftroy him, for defending thofe Re- 
- ligious Men; till after many brave, and honourable Exploits 
perform’d again{t the Viceroy, who befiegd him, with all his — 
Forces, and was kild by him, he was bafely flain by fome 
of the Enemies, that: furprizd him alone, and {pent be 
d as 
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Fatigue. The News of his Death was foon brought to 4mba 
| Salama, which fignifies the Holy Mountain, where he fecur’d 


the Fathers, yet was not believ’d in three Months, tilla Priel 
came from Lafa, with the Confirmation of it, The Inhabitants 
of this Mountain were all fo Zealous, that they refolved to pe- 
rifh, rather than forfake their Spiritual Directors, and accordingly 
endur’d the utmoft Extremities of Want, both of Provifions, 


and Water, till they all look’d more like Shadows than Men. 


Thus they all continu’d on the Mountain till the following 
March 1640, being above a Year anda half after the Death of 
their Protector, who was killd, as has been faid above. During 


| this Time, the Emperor never ceas‘d trying all means to deftroy 
them, and offering fair Conditions for them toquit the Moun- 
tain, which they never would regard, well knowing, he valu’d 


not what he promis’d, being refolv’d not to performit, till find- 
ing it impofible to fubfift any longer in that Place, they were 
forced to condefcend, the Emperor {wearing, he would not ob- 


lige them to depart Ethiopia, but would affign them a Place, 


where they might live in Safety, with all the Catholicks that 
were on theMountain, Notwith{tanding this Solemn Ingagement, 
as foon asthe two Fathers came down from the Mountain, they 
were carry d to a Neighbouring Town, where a Fair was kept 


that Day, and there hang’d in the Sight of a Multitude of 


- People. ‘ 
) The Tyeath of thefe Fathers was immediately follow’d by an Miferies of 
- Inuption of the Gallas, into the Kingdom of Tygre, a great Part 


whereof they laid walle. The Emperor fent one of hisSons, with 


the greated Part of his Army apainft them, who being joyn’d 
“py the Chief Saentes, fo they call the Lordsof Lands in Tigre, 
_ gave thofe Infidels Battel, near the Place, where the aforefaid 


Pair had been kept, and was himéelf kild, with the- Bahar 
Nagais, Tecla Salus, the Xamo Robel, and the whole Army de- 
feated. The Gallas, encourag’d by this Succefs, return’d the 
next Year, 1641, with a greater Power, deftroying molt of 


the Provinces of this Kingdom, viz, Thofe of Terra, Sera, 


Temben, Sorte, Agamea, Anzen, Amba, Canete, Fixo, Maegoga, 
Debaroa, Angana, and others, and piercing as far as Decano, 
which wecall Arquico, the Tarkib Fort, and had thought of 


 poffelfing themfelves of it, but drew off when the Balls began 
to fly among them. Thefe Judgments were fo heavy, that e- 


ven the Emperor’s Mother, who had been the molt violent 
Enemy to Catholick Religion, and his Brother Gladios, look’d 


— upon them as fuch, and advisd him to return toit, to prevent 
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‘the utter Ruin of the papani but his Heart was hardned. 
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Thete Accounts we icceiw'd in- feveral Relations fent us trom 
Ethiopia, and Mazua, and by Information the two Capucias 
above mention’d tock at the faid Town of Adazua, from fe 
veral Abyffines both Catholicks and Schitmaticks. 

The Patriarch in Jadia never ceas’d trying all Expedieits to 
fend fome Fefuits into Ethiopia, knowing thatall thotehe had 
left there weredead. The Bafa of Suaquem was tamper’d with, 
by means of a rich Prefent, and offerd mighty Matters, bur 
was found to doit, only in’ Order to extort Money from thofe 
Fathers, it they had come, being corrupted by the Emperor of £- 
thiopia with a Bribe of roo Oqueas, which amount to 1000 
Piccesof Eight. Antony Almeyda, upon a Pafs lenti by the Aga 


Country aboutof Moca, giving Leave for Zefuits to gothither, went, to attempt 


Moca. 


a Paflage that Way, in March 1643, and return’din September 
following. He declar’d that Country!s {till worfe than Afa- 


zna, being fo hotthatit refemblesan Oven, fo that there isnot | 


a Tree to be feen, nor any fort of Green, nor fo much as a 
River, or Spring, or any Water but of one Well, which is half 
a League irom the Town, and that rather Salt than Brackifh. 


The Houles are very inconvenient, little, andlow, and all moul- 


der away into Salt Dutt, becaufe the Clay they are made of is 
moulded with Sea Water. As bad as this Placeis, 1t was for- 
merly much frequented, as being a Port to which the Commo- 
dities of Jadia were brought, and therefore reforted to. by 
Caravans of Merchants from all Parts of the Lefler Afa, or 
Natolia, However fince the Arabs recover'd that (Country from 


the Turks, the aforefaid Caravans failing, the Jadia Commodities - 


were not brought, becaufe there wasno Vent for them, andcon- 
tequently Trade ceafing, the Town is gone to Decay, as is that of 
Dia, and others that formerly engrofsd tke Commerce of the 
Red Sea. L See 

In March 1648, two Italian, and one French Capucins were 
beheaded at Suaquem, by Orderof the Bafa, at the Inftigation of 
the Emperor of Ethiopia, who follicited: him to commit that 
Murders Their Heads were flead, and the Skins, ftuffed with 
Straw, fentto the Emperor, as a Teftimony, that his Will had 
been perform’d, and to procure the promiis’d reward. ‘This 
Account we receiv'd in a Letter of F. Torgwatus Parifiano, an 
ftalian, fent by our: Patriarch, in the Habit of an Englifh Man, 
aboard a Shipof that Nation, from Zndia to Suvaquem, to con- 
fult there, about the Affairs of Erhiopia, with thole Fathers, 
After touching at Moca, they made over to Dalet, the largett 
of all the Mlands in the Red Sea, being twelve Leagues in 
Length, and proceeding on their Voyage very flowly, becaufe 
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of the many Shoals, anchor'd at a place cailed Xaba, whence 
they fent toacquaint the Bafa with their arrival, at’which he 
rejoycd, becaufe of the Profit he expefted, and return’d a 
Boat with frefh Provifions. On the 7th of May 1648, the Ship 
came to an Anchor at Swaquem, where the Father Landing a- 
mong the Englifb could hear no News of the Capacins, the Baffa 
having forbid all Perfons, on Pain of Death, to difcoyer that 
he had murder’d them. At lalt the Chief of the Engli/h told 
him, how inhumanly they had been butcher'd by the Bafa, 
- defiring he would go aboard the Ship, for Fear of the like 
| ‘Fate, fince he could not pofibly {uceeed in what he came about, 
‘and might do him much Harm, if difcover’d. The Bafa ve- 
| ‘ginning to enquire particularly into the Strength of the Ship, 
‘the Englifh, who fufpected that Infidel might have fome De- 
“fien to feize, went all aboard, and making merry, fird their Guns 
at every Health, to thow the Turksthey were ready to receive them. 
This done, they wentafhore, to fhow themfelves, without fuf- 
‘fering the Father to. land, for Fear of agy Difatter, and fore- 
turn’d again to their Ship, and in her to India in the Year 
PY 649.04 2" : 
Ail other Means failing, the Patriarch fent one of the Aby- 
fines he had brought with him, and a Banean, both of them 
Catholicks, hoping the one, asa Native, might be permitted to 
pals into Ethiopia, and the other find more Favour among his 
Country Menthe Baneans. They faid from Dizin March 1651, 
and touching at Moca, in Arabia, ftay’d there till Auguft ; the 
| Feafon whereofwas this. The Bajfa of Suaquem, who isCom- 
mander in chief of all that Coalt of Ezhtopia, kept a Galley 
cruizing in that Sea, in which there were 60 Chriftians, all 
Polanders, at the Oar, who breaking loofe one Night, flew all 
the Turks, and to be reveng’d on thofe People, playd the Py- 
rates, without. fparing any thing they met on either Coalt. 
But they prov’d tod bold, for the King of Arabia hearing of 
“them, fitted out fome Veflels, which boarded, and took ther, 
after a brave Defeuce. The Men were all put to Death, and the 
Galley reltor'd to the Baffa. He flying into a Paffion, fent the 
King Word, that he ought to have retord him his Slaves, and 
not have kill’d them ; for he knew how to punifh them himfelf; 
and fince he had been’ fo hafty, asto put them to Death, he 
fhould give him 250 Crowns a Man for them, or he would make 
Reprifals on his Ships, and ravage all the Coaft of Arabia. 
The King laugt’d at his Meflage, fending him for an Anfwer, 
That he might begin whea he pleas’d, for he had his Revenge 
in his Hands, and he ary a him off all the Trads of daga, 
2 e 
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The Travels of the Feluits in Ethiopia. 








The Turk hearing his Meflage, went away to Maxua, and 
vented his Spleen on the Inhabitants of that Place, Robbing 
and Killing thofe that were no way concern’d. This Breach 
with Arabia was the Occafion that none pafs’d frem Arabia to 
Mazna, or Saaquem, and detain’d the Aby/fine and Banean there 
fix Months, Here they receiv’d News from Ethiopia, that the new 
Abuna Mark had been publickly depos’d for bis molt infamous 
Life, and another, whofe Name was Michael, fent from Egypt. 

The Turksand Arabs being reconcil’d, the Banean and Ethie 
opian, in O&tober pais’d over to Afaxwa, and thence proceeded to 
Engana, which is two Days Journey farther, fending Letters to 
F. Bernard Nogweyra, the Patriarch’s Vicar General, to meet 
them there with all Speed. This Father had been appointed 
Vicar General, by the Patriarch, after the Death of all the | 
others, and was put to Death for the Profeffion of his Faith, | 
Here F. Tellez concludes his Hiftorical Account of the Travels” 
of the Fefuits, and the Affairs of Erhiopia,reaching to the Year 
1634, what hapened afterwards we fhail have from the Capacins, 
who {ucceededin that Mion, and have publifh’d their Relation 


in Span:/h, 
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